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BIG JAMES: Yes, and then when I pushed back the man who was
rushing in the line, I cut it more on his bag. Hand me that rag.

(John grabs a cloth from the ground, and James wraps his hand.)
PHILIP: That same man you speak of bumped into me on his way out
after Jesus healed his wife. I believe he’s one of the men who arrived
here last night.

BIG JAMES: Almost a four-hour walk this morning and we didn’t even
have a moment to settle in. I mean, it’s great what He’s doing,
obviously, but I wish it would’ve happened tomorrow.

THOMAS: What is happening? What are we part of?

JOHN: Is it wrong to say I have no idea?

THOMAS: No, it makes me feel better.

RAMAH: I think I haven’t had time to think about it. All this time, my
parents I just know hate it. Other than that, I figured Thomas and I
would get our answers from the rest of you.
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THOMAS: The word is already spreading so fast ... I didn’t think about
that. Have you thought about the fame from all this?

JOHN: I wouldn’t mind being famous.

BIG JAMES: I'm not surprised.

PHILIP: It’s not as fun as you might think.

JOHN: I cannot remember a time I didn’t think about the Messiah at
least once a week. My whole life I've prayed He’d come during this
time, and I hoped I'd at least get to see Him. But to be close to Him like
this? A nobody like me? What’s not fun about that?

BIG JAMES: You call today fun?

PHILIP: Maybe not fun, but good. But with this fame comes enemies.
You’ll be hated too.
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MATTHEW: I’'m used to that.

PHILIP: Well, you were protected. And your enemies weren’t powerful.
BIG JAMES: Speaking of enemies ... if someone had told you growing
up that you would be a student of the Messiah. YOU. You will be close
to Him, you will help Him in His mission. What would you have
thought?

RAMAH: I would have said, “Sorry, I'm a girl, ask my brother.”

BIG JAMES: Fair enough. But really ... Thomas, what would you have
thought?

THOMAS: I would have thought, I don't have military training. That’s
still a problem, actually.

BIG JAMES: Exactly. When I was a child, I used to think how amazing
it would be to see Messiah kill all the Romans on my street. And I even

wanted to help Him, I trained every day with a wooden sword.
(John holds up his elbow.)
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JOHN: Yes, and I have the scar that proves he was pretty good.
RAMAH: I used to imagine that the Romans would break into our
home, and I would be hiding under the bed with a knife, and just when
they came to get me, Messiah would rescue me at the last moment.

BIG JAMES: I didn’t think we’d be spending our time healing—well,
watching HIM heal. And they’ll never stop, the people come, the more
they hear about it and we’re just going to be doing this the next five
years and we’ll never get around to the fighting part.

PHILIP: Eager to bring out that wooden sword of yours, are you?
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All but Extinct

According to the dictionary,
meek means: "deficient in

spirit or courage; not violent
or strong.”

We disagree.

Humility is focused

on a person’s
self-concept.

Meekness is focused on a

person’s behavior toward
others as a result of his/her
self-concept.

Meekness is a rare, misunderstood, and
unadmired trait. Perhaps that’s because the
word meek rhymes with weak—and that’s
exactly what we think it means. We prefer
adjectives like bold, brave, impressive, fierce.
We pay attention to the people out front, the
ones making names and taking names. We vote
for strong political candidates, watch red-carpet
stand in line

award shows, and

to get
autographs from MVPs because we admire
popular, wealthy, beautiful, successful,
outspoken, and unabashed people.

And yet, blessed are the meek.

In a culture that puts self-protection, self-
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By shunning pride, a humble

person avoids boasting to get
credit for himself while a

meek person avoids

retaliating to get revenge for

himself.

Both the humble person and
the meek person seek to
glorify God in how they

respond to their

circumstances by trusting Him
for things like validation,

encouragement, exoneration,

and justice.

seeking, and self-empowerment above all else,
meekness is a lost art. But contrary to Merriam-
Webster, the Bible depicts being meek as
having a quiet strength—one that’s hidden
beneath the wielded with
recklessness or cruelty, but carefully deployed

surface, never
with gentle precision and thoughtfulness. A
meek person isn’t deficient in strength or
courage; rather, he or she has chosen a posture
of humility. Problem is, consistently putting
others ahead of ourselves takes more strength
than most of us actually have.
But more on that in a minute.
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Your Turn

1. Be honest. Who do you admire and why? What are some of the characteristics that
typically impress you most and that you most wish to possess? (Spoiler alert: meekness
doesn’t usually make the cut.)




image14.png
Little, Younger, Lesser

“There were also women looking on from a distance, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James
the younger and of Joses, and Salome.”

Mark 15:40
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Two of Jesus’s disciples shared the same name. James, son of Alphaeus,
and James, son of Zebedee. Very little was written about James, son of
Alphaeus, though he did score a nickname somewhere along the AD line:
James the Lesser. You know, as opposed to James the Greater. Brutal, right?
Some surmise the name was given as a result of his height; that he was the
shorter of the two disciples. Some argue it was due to his age, that he was
the younger of the two disciples. And some say it was due to the fact that he
was less significant than “JAMES! SON OF THUNDER!” (... thunder! ...

thunder!), which begs the question: less significant according to whom?
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What we do know is that “Little James” joined the One he believed would
rescue the Jews (#bold). We know he trusted Jesus for daily provision of his
basic needs, relinquishing the comfort and familiarity of home for the
unpredictability, danger, and lack of comfort on the road (#brave). We know
he submitted to Jesus’s leadership, which included a whole lotta serving in
spite of his personal lack (#impressive). And we know that after Jesus’s
death and resurrection, James and his fellow disciples took the gospel
message to the ends of the earth, despite ongoing persecution and the
likelihood of death (#fierce). We also know that in the New World he’ll sit
alongside Jesus on one of twelve thrones, judging the tribes of Israel (Matt.

19:28), and that his name will be written on the very foundations of heaven
(Rev. 21:14).
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For Bible Nerds “The Lesser” is used in 18 Bible translations.

(like us) “The Younger” is used in 32 Bible translations.
Who Want “The Little” is used in 2 Bible translations.

to Know Language evolving over time leads to new

translations, even within the same primary language

(i.e., dozens of different English translations are

available today). This is because there are several different ways to translate,
including word for word, thought for thought, and paraphrasing.
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James the Lesser—ha! Only by our pathetic, shallow, sin-soaked human
standards would James, son of Alphaeus, leader of the first-century church
and personal friend to the Savior of the world, garner such a name. Then
again, perhaps being called “lesser” was the best compliment he ever

received.
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Jesus actually chose those whom the world did not esteem—fishermen
who were poor, a tax collector who was despised, a zealot who was radical
and unruly, and women considered to be of lower standing than the men—to
be on the ground floor of the kingdom He was bringing into the world. A
kingdom with a very different set of priorities than what we humans deem
important. And then Jesus preached accordingly, not only in the SOM, but
also every day, in every way. He welcomed children, the poor, the sick, the
outcast, and He taught His followers to serve them. Which means, like the
depiction of the disciples in episode 3, we can be certain that Little James
was sometimes surprised and confused by who Jesus was and what He chose
to do. After all, the Jews were expecting the long-awaited Messiah to be a
not-meek military leader who would set them free from the Roman
occupation. Someone strong and powerful. Someone impressive to behold.

What they got instead changed everything.
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For Bible Nerds Tf?e' vision 'of the Prophet in Zechariah 14.dep|cts a
military action against Jerusalem and describes some

(like llS) of the horrors of war being conducted against the
people there (vv. 1-2). While the date of the events
Who Want depicted is not given, the Lord Himself is pictured as
bringing victory over Jerusalem’s enemies—and with

to Know e
earth-shattering effect (vv. 3-4). And so, it makes

sense that some Jews were expecting the Messiah to

come as a military victor to rescue His people from
their enemies.

However, the astronomical and meteorological imagery (vv. 6-8), the descriptions
of Jesus being “king over all the earth” (v. 9), and Jerusalem being forever safe
from destruction (v. 11) confirm that the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy will
occur at the end of human history.
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Your Turn

2. Meekness is an attitude of the heart, not a result of our DNA, our upbringing, or our
inability to stand up for ourselves. According to Matthew 11:28-30, how do we adopt an
attitude of meekness? Who is our example-in-chief?
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3. It's been said that a meek person is not a weak person, but rather like a tamed lion—
someone with “strength under control.” How does that change the way you feel about the
word? How does it change the way you might respond the next time you're mistreated?
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4. God doesn’t value what the world values. Underline the phrases below that describe
the kind of people He chooses, and then explain why Little James had every reason to love
and embrace his nickname.
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“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what
is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to

nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the

presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification
and redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts,
boast in the Lord."”
1 Corinthians 1:27-35
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For Bible Nerds God had f:alled forefather Ak.araharr.I to leave his
homeland in order to be established in a new one—
(like us) a select land for a select nation.

Who Want “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that | will show you. And

| will make of you a great nation, and | will bless
you and make your name great, so that you will be
a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).

to Know

This Abrahamic covenant was a threefold promise indicating God's intention to
establish a select people (Gen. 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:1-4) in a specific place (Gen.
12:1, 7; 13:14-17; 15:7, 18-21; 17:8) with a special purpose to bless the whole
world (Gen. 12:3; 15:5; 17:5-7).

And since the word for “earth” was the same as the word for “land,” it's no
wonder the disciples assumed Jesus would eventually boot Rome out and
reinstate Israel.
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The Other Side

“So [Jesus’s] fame spread throughout all Syria, and they
brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases
and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures,

and paralytics, and he healed them.”
Matthew 4:24
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The nation of Israel, which included the disciples, was indeed ready for a
revolution. They’d been conquered and invaded by Rome—occupied,
mistreated, and abused—and were therefore eagerly awaiting the promised
Messiah, the One they believed would rescue and reinstate them in their
homeland, the land given to their forefathers that they were supposed to
inherit. Because of course that’s what they assumed. They looked at their
circumstances and couldn’t imagine their Savior doing anything less. But
while the followers of Jesus wanted an end to their suffering by way of war,
what they got was the Sermon on the Mount and a whole new way of
thinking, being, and responding.
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“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so
that you may be sons [and daughters] of your Father who is in
heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,
and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even
the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your
brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even
the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as
your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Matthew 5:44-48
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Jesus spent His time healing and preaching
about a future kingdom, not fighting and
reestablishing the present one. For that matter,
He didn’t engage in social or political
commentary at all, though both His followers
and enemies alike tried to get Him to. They
raised issues of taxation and tetrarchs, traditions

“And if | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come
again and will take you to
myself, that where | am you
may be also.”
John 14:3
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and timelines because (like us) they struggled to see beyond the moment
they were living in. But Jesus was focused on calling people to Himself,
people who were broken and humble and aware of their need for Him,
because He saw beyond who they were in that moment to who they would
become by His healing, re-creating hand. He saw beyond their circumstances

to the place He would prepare for them.
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Incidentally, moments by their very nature make us shortsighted and self-
consumed because there’s nothing we feel more than the moments—
including and especially ones that induce anger, sadness, fear, defensiveness,
or disappointment, all of which tempt us to kick meekness to the curb. But
Jesus’s purpose was so much bigger than the moment. His kingdom priorities
were and are eternal, which is the whole reason He gathered followers in the
first place. Because when creation is finally restored and eternity in all

its glOI’y begins, Jesus wants as many people with Him in it as possible.
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Therefore, blessed are those who see beyond the moment—the ones who
respond to Jesus and then talk like Jesus and love like Jesus—because they
get to be part of gathering others to the kingdom! No wonder Jesus called
His followers to be meek. Like Him, we’re enticing others to come with us,
wooing them with the very patience, goodness, and mercy that first drew us.
And then someday soon we’ll get to enjoy the fruit of that labor as God’s
generosity toward us is poured out in a promised land so amazing our minds
can’t even comprehend it.
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And that kind of knowledge should change everything. We choose
meekness—we “deny ourselves” as our Savior did (Matt. 16:24-25)—
because of the promise. Like James the Lesser, W€ make ourselves less
by surrendering to Jesus as Lord the first day and all the days, knowing our
inheritance is waiting for us on the other side of the moment. And because of

God’s faithfulness to carry us and enable us to do what He’s asking us to do,
He promised some other stuff too:
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Blessed are the meek because

they will be taken care of.
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“The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous
is generous and gives; for those blessed by the LorD

shall inherit the land.”
Psalm 37:21-22
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“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist the one who
is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him

the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your

tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one
who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who
would borrow from you.”
Matthew 5:38-42
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Lesson 3
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“Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?’ or “What shall we wear?’ For the
Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you.”

Matthew 6:31-33
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“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or
father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will
receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. But many
who are first will be last, and the last first.”
Matthew 19:29-30
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Blessed are the meek because

they will be lifted up.
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“But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the

lifter of my head.”
Psalm 3:3




image41.png
“His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has
brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted
those of humble estate.”

Luke 1:50-52
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“Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed
how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, ‘When you are
invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of
honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him,
and he who invited you both will come and say to you, “Give your
place to this person,” and then you will begin with shame to take the
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place,
so that when your host comes he may say to you, “Friend, move
up higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit
at table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.””
Luke 14:7-11
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“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace

to the humble.”»
1 Peter 5:5
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Blessed are the meek because

they will be avenged.
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“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he

will work for you.... The Lorp will ﬁght for you, and you
have only to be silent.”
Exodus 14:13-14

“Do not say, ‘I will repay evil’; wait for the LORD, and he

will deliver you.”
Proverbs 20:22
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“And [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought
always to pray and not lose heart. He said, ‘In a certain city
there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man.
And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him
and saying, “Give me justice against my adversary.” For a
while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, “Though I
neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not
beat me down by her continual coming.”” And the Lord said,
‘Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give
justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he
delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice
to them speedily.”
Luke 18:1-8
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James, Son of Alphaeus (ak.a., James the
Lesser)

As the second of the two apostles named James,
“James the son of Alphaeus” is consistently named as
such in the lists of apostles (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18;
Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13), but otherwise he’s seldom
mentioned in the New Testament. This James is
sometimes confused not with the son of Zebedee but
with Jesus’s half brother James (who became an
influential church leader in Acts and is more fully
identified as “James the Just” in extrabiblical
tradition—so many Jameses!).

Tradition suggests that Little James (as we refer to
him in The Chosen) had a ministry with Armenian

people and was martyred among them in Parthia, the
region of modern-day Iran. His bones are said to have
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“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you,
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave

it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, 1
will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, ‘if your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for
by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Romans 12:17-21
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Blessed are the meek because
they will be like Jesus.
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“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God
has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
Philippians 2:5-11
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“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called,
and those whom he called he also justified, and those

whom he justified he also glorified.”
Romans 8:29-30
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“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you mlght
follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.”

1 Peter 2:21-23
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Your Turn

5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God’s favor toward those who are meek.
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6. Read Galatians 5:16-25. Where does our ability to choose meekness and self-control
come from?
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7. How does looking beyond the moment to your inheritance—the victory that is already
yours in Jesus—change the way you see and handle the moment?
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8. The surest way to maintain a spirit of meekness is to remember (a) you needed to be
saved, (b) God saved you, and (c) where you're going as a result. Read Ephesians 2:5-7, and
then briefly write out your own testimony, making special mention of God’s mercy and the
promise of your inheritance.
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THOMAS: I don’t get it, if I'm honest. I don’t know why God has
allowed the occupation. I'd love to ask Him (indicates toward Jesus)
more about that, why this has been allowed for so long. It’s hard to feel
like the chosen people.

SIMON: I've been there.

RAMAH: But it’s worth it now, yes? The wait is over.

(Thomas nods and smiles. Simon looks at Matthew, who has been silent
this whole time.)

SIMON: What about you?

MATTHEW: What do you mean?

SIMON: Has it been difficult for you? All this time? The occupation,
following Jewish law?

MATTHEW: My life has not been easy.
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been relocated to the Cathedral of Saint James in the Armenian quarter of the
Old City of Jerusalem. A later tradition suggests the possibility of Egypt as his
place of ministry and martyrdom. The Church of the Holy Apostles in Rome is
believed to have his remains alongside those of Philip—both being transferred
there from Constantinople in the sixth century. He is said to have been clubbed
to death and/or sawn in two (AD 70).
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SIMON: Oh, it hasn’t? What was more painful for you—escaping
Roman persecution by working for them, or escaping your guilt with all
the money? And now you’re catching up on Torah and wanting to follow
the law? Why now, all of a sudden? Why not all the other times you’ve
had the chance?

JOHN: Simon.

SIMON: No, no, John, I want to know ... Mary had horrible trauma, she
didn’t choose all that happened to her. What’s your excuse?
MATTHEW: What do you want me to say? I don’t know what you want
from me.

ANDREW: An apology.

MATTHEW: What?

(Mary Mother and Little James emerge from the trees and stop,
watching.)
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ANDREW: Simon’s not wrong. He could be more delicate about it, but
you did choose to work for them, and you made my life even harder
than it already was, and you haven’t apologized. (Matthew opens his
mouth to speak.)

SIMON: No—no—don’t say it, I don’t want you to apologize, it doesn’t
matter. What will hearing him say he’s sorry do? I won’t forgive it
anyway.

JOHN: What keeps putting you in authority? Who are you to forgive or
not to forgive?

SIMON: What, you’re on his side?

JOHN: No, of course not! But you’ve had your problems too! What
about apologizing for what you almost did to us with the Romans?
SIMON: I didn’t go through with it! I was trying to save my family’s
life, and I love you, John, but that’s not something you have to worry
about when Zeb and Salome are looking out for you. (fo Matthew) But
you put me in a desperate position where I did things I would NEVER
have done otherwise, and I've repented for them, and John and James, I
am sorry, but I didn’t go through with it.
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THOMAS (to Matthew): What IS your excuse? I was a successful
businessman, and yet I was always behind.

JOHN: He wasn’t your tax collector.

THOMAS: Quit defending him, I want an answer!

BIG JAMES (stands up): Hey! You’re new—

SIMON: Do you even know what it’s like to be Jewish? To suffer for
centuries and centuries because of it but to still commit to it? To protect
our heritage even though it never stops being painful, because the ONE
COMFORT we have is to know that we’re doing it TOGETHER? That
we’re all suffering together, but if we just wait a little longer, if we hold
tight just a little more, we’ll have rescue, because we’re chosen? All of
us! And you betrayed that, and you spit on it! I can’t forgive it. Il
never forgive it!

BIG JAMES: All right, you’ve said what you needed to say. Sit down,
Simon.

ANDREW (standing up to defend his brother): You sit down first!
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(A noise from the trees stops them. They look over ... it’s Jesus. He's
moving slowly, shoulders slumped, every muscle weakened. There’s
blood on Him from the people He'’s been healing. His wrinkled clothes
are drenched in sweat and hanging. He shuffles past.)

JESUS (in a whisper): Good night.

(Jesus stops at His tent. He's barely able to stand, hands shaky. Mary
Mother walks quickly to Him. She helps take off His cloak.)

JESUS: Oh, Eema ... thank you.

(She removes His sandals, washes His feet. Then His hands. Some
disciples watch, others hang their heads.)

MARY MOTHER: You’ve got blood on Your hands (wiping Jesus's
forehead). One more ... there we go.

JESUS: I'm a mess. Good?

MARY MOTHER: Good.

JESUS (kissing her on the head): What would I do without you, Eema?
MARY MOTHER: Get some sleep.

JESUS: Okay. I'm so tired.
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(He lies down in bed. As Mary arranges His things, we faintly hear the
beginning of His bedtime prayer.)

JESUS (CONT’D): “Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the
Universe, who brings sleep to my eyes and slumber to my eyelids. May
it be Your will, Lord my God and God of my ancestors, that I lie down
in peace and that I arise in peace ...”

(On the disciples in silence as we ... CUT TO BLACK.)
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Prayer Focus

To be meek does not mean to
tolerate or remain in an
abusive relationship. If you're
being abused, seek help. It’s
not God'’s will for you to be
abused. Again, meek doesn’t
mean weak.

Contemplate the places or issues in your life
where, like some of the disciples in episode 3,
you would like a little justice for the ways
you’ve been wronged ... or at least an
acknowledgment from others that you’ve been
wronged and an apology for the hurt they’ve
caused. Talk to the Lord about your feelings and
about the people involved. Thank Him for
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understanding the pain of those circumstances, and ask Him for wisdom to
know what to do: to overlook the offense without being irritable (Prov.
19:11; 1 Cor. 13:4-7), to engage in loving confrontation and forgiveness
(Matt. 18:15-22; Luke 17:3-4), and/or to seek the counsel and assistance of
trusted Christian advisers (1 Pet. 5:1-5; Gal. 6:1-3). Ask God to empower

you by His Holy Spirit with the courage and strength to do it all with an
attitude of meekness.
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Sample Prayer
Dear Lord,

You know everything, including when
I'm frustrated or hurt or I'm being overlooked.
| acknowledge that | have not always responded
with the proper meekness. Forgive me for the places
where I've been thinking only of myself—of my own
pain, embarrassment, and shame—and for where | may be
desiring an inordinate level of justice. Even vengeance.

Help me to think clearly and rightly and wisely, Lord. Help
me to let go of petty grudges and, when necessary, with
loving confrontation, to offer forgiveness instead of
seeking revenge. You have given me so much to be
grateful for, and | trust that You have even more for
me ahead. For all of that | give You thanks.

Amen.
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Lesson 3

THE MEEK
and the motherload

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
Matthew 5:5
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EXT. SYRIAN CAMPSITE (AFTERNOON)

THADDAEUS: How’s the line?

PHILIP: It’s getting longer. I'll come back out soon and help you; I
won’t take my full break.

BIG JAMES: Where’s Nathanael? It’s my turn to replace him.

PHILIP: He said he’s staying through; he doesn’t want to stop his shift.
LITTLE JAMES (indicating the game): Philip, take my place, see if you
can make some headway; he’s scary good.

(Thaddaeus and Little James leave, Philip heads toward Thomas.
Matthew reads from his notes.)

MATTHEW: There have been over sixty people already, with fifty
waiting in line currently, not including lepers and others who are still in

line.
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BIG JAMES: Did you say over fifty in the line now?

MATTHEW: Yes.

BIG JAMES: How long is this going to last?

MATTHEW: Well, it depends on each encounter, you have—

BIG JAMES: Never mind, I get it.

(Matthew pauses, then approaches Mary and Ramah, who have just
emerged from their tents.)

RAMAH: Matthew, did you get some ideas from Philip?

MATTHEW: Yes, from the songs of David, a passage to study before we
learn more.

BIG JAMES (looking at his palm as he and John walk toward the fire):
Bah, it’s still bleeding.

JOHN: What ... is that from the firewood from before?




