Parishes of Dromara and Drumgooland

Fr Peter McNeill Tel: 028 4065 0207 Emergency Tel: 07969 403762

Email: dromaradrumgooland@dromorediocese.org Web: www.dromaradgooland.org
Live Streaming of Masses https://www.youtube.com/ channel/UCITLO]1tek5IHBTdkMR6ptw

Third Sunday of Easter

19 April 2026
Weekend Masses Collections Dromara Drumgooland
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet  7:30pm Leitrim Parish £472 £1,783

Sun 9:00am Gargory 11:00am Dromara
Weekday Masses

Mon 9am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet

Tues 9am Dromara

There will be no evening mass on Wed & Fri
due to Confirmations

Confirmation will be celebrated this week
Tues 215t 6pm Leitrim
Wed 22nd 6pm Dechomet
Fri 24t 6pm Finnis
All are welcome to attend

s

‘We pray for our recently deceased
Dympna Smyth (nee McAnulty), Ballykinlar

ANNIVERSARIES
Dechomet
Patrick Hugh & Elizabeth Doyle
John Sweeney
Leitrim
Brendan Boyd
Patsy McAnulty
Anna McAnulty
Jim Joe O’Hare
Margaret & Teresa Murphy
Dromara
Sun 26t Mary Ann & Seamus Lundy

Sat 18th
Sat 25th

Sat 18th

Sat 25th

Cemetery Sunday 24t May
Gargory after 9am mass
Dromara 12 noon
Leitrim 3pm
Dechomet 5pm

SVDP contact numbers
Dromara 07738 838191
Drumgooland 07825 419067

Diocesan Director of Safeguarding
Stephen Sherry 07301 246329

safesuardingdirector@dromorediocese.org

Live Streaming of Masses
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCITLQO]1tek5IHBTdkMR6ptw

Thank you for your continued contributions

Trocaire Thank you for your generosity, £1,795
has been received so far. Please return your
boxes or envelopes over the next few weeks,
please do not leave boxes in the church when

no one else is present. Thank you to those who

changed the loose coins into notes, but all
donations are accepted.

Gift Aid card Thanks to all who have returned
the cards. They are essential to our records.

If you are not a tax payer, please return the card
blank or mark with an “X" or ‘N /A’

Dromara Parish Council Meeting
Mon 20t April 8pm

Dromore Diocesan Historical Society
Mon 20t April 7:30pm Newry Parish Centre
The Society’s next event of its 2026 programme
is a talk by Ciaran MacMurchaidh entitled
“Exploring Placenames within the
Diocese of Dromore”

Adm £1. All welcome

Dromore Diocese Youth Com
Young Adults (18 to 35 years) gathering
Thurs 234 April 6:30pm to 9:15pm
Dromantine Centre, Newry.

Email youthdirector@dromorediocese.org

Peter Morgan’s Cottage
Music Night Fri 24t April at 7:30pm
Come along, enjoy Music, Craic.

A light supper is provided

Pilgrimage to Fatima
14th - 21st August 2026
Flying Direct from Belfast International Airport
Convenient flight times - £850pps
7 nights F/B Avenida Hotel
Spiritual Director: Fr Andrew McMahon
Further information contact
Joe Catney: 077 7642 5631

"We welcome into Drumgooland Parish
Layla Roise Stuart
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

unday«lg/[wMessage

THE WORD

The journey of two disciples to Emmaus is ane of the treasures of Luke’s Gospel. It's a perfect
short story of a walk alang the road from Jenusalem to a village called Emmaus.

It would probably have taken about Two hours to cover the seven-mile trip. It seems that the
par carnot walt to gat away from Jerusalem and, 36 500N 35 the 3abbath ends, they hit the
road. The previcus days had brought them on a roller coaster of emotions: from the high of the
Passover to the ehocking arrest and execution of Jesus.

A5 they walk along, 2 Biranger |oins them. Notlcing thelr downcast faces, he asks them what's
wrong. And they tel him everything. Jesus of Nazareth whaom they regarded a6 a prophet of
God nad let them down. He had been executed. Stranger stil, 3 rumaur was circulating that his
grave had been found empty and that ne had besn ralsed from the dead

The stranger's reactlon must hawve surprsad them. He Degins by telling them that they had
falled to ungerstand what was happening. They thaught the messlah would be a miltary leader
but seripturs chearly showed that the messlah would suffer-‘and s0 enter Into his glory’ As they
continue mHF]DUI’ﬂE]'. the Elranger g|'.I'E-E them a crash course an the oible

Hearing his wards, something In the pal begins to change. They ¢an now 628 what Jesus’
passion was al about. Everything Is falling Imbo place. They hawe mare to learn but they have
reached thelr destination, and s they persuade the stranger to [oin them far @ meal Then the
§Tranger does something they had seen Jesus oo In the past: he takes the Dread, prays over
It and gives it ta them. The penny drops. Thelr companion on the road ks Jesus himesif but he
disappears a5 mysteriously 25 e had jolned them. Immediately, thay rush back to Jenusalem.
There they find the community they had left that morning, bewlidered and kost, now full of

confidence that fesus has Indeed risen They tel thelr story of how they had met him on the road.

The walk o Emimaus I'T'lght have taken tiwo hours. But In arather s2nse, the _HH.ITI'IEYTD Emmaus
probabily toak many years In that it teok the bewlderad disciples who had winessed Jesus™
death a long 1me to put It &l together, to make sense both of the story of his Giay among them
and of how al that happenad was part of God's plan a5 revealed In the OId Testament. Marry
years too to discover how In the broken bread of the Eucharist, Jesus continued to be present
for and with tham. |

PRAY

Pray for all those crushed by hopelessness ar
tespal, that they may know that Gad Is with
them.

SAY

Say this prayer based on today's
Goapel: “Stay with ua, Lord
Jesus, as evening falls. Be onr
companion on our way. In your
mercy inflame our hearts and

The Emmaus story shows that we meet the
risen Christ In marmy ciffenant ways — In the
sCripturas, In the Eucharist, In the offer of
hospitalty to the stranger. A6 we need ans gyes
toEeR.

raise our hopes, so that, in union
with all our brothers and sisters,
we may recognise you in the
geriptures and in the breaking of
bread.”

[Evening Prayer, Monday Week &)

Think azout your faith journey. In what ways
has your falth changed over the years?
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REFLECT

altn Is a jouney. Czech thealoglan Fr

Tomas Hallk says Jesus did nat come

1o offer s a docirine - a set of bellets
- Ut rather a ifa-long joumey towands the
total transformation of every aspect of
ouriives, Including all our relationships -
ta purselves, to others, o sackety to
nature and o God. [t'E no sUrprise, ne
&ays, that the earty Christans were known
a6 the Community of the Way.

The nature of 3 journey |s that s never
statkc. A mature falth requires constant
growth. Hopetully, aur falth today ks mare
mature than when we were young. Hallk
sayE that even critical questions, doubits
and crises of falth can be a valuable
SHMUIE N this Falth journey. We know
Wa B0t have It il figured out, that we'l
never have It all figured cut. To think

e haws all the ansyers Is (o become
fundamentzlist, ntolerant, tiumphalst,
closed off from diakigue and encourter,
closed off from the God of SUrprises.
Cardinal Mewman said that to e |5 to
change and to be perfect Is ta have
ehanged aften. To keep maturing In the

falth Is 3 Ife-long Joumney.

Award Pope Francls uses in his |etter
on family e, Amaris laetitia (Tha Joy of
Lovel, |5 ‘gracuallsm.” We are a work In
progress, he says Familes are a work

I prograss. Mo tamily drops dowin from
heaven perfectly formed; “families nead
constantty ta grow and mature In the
ability to love.. All of us are called ta keep
striving towarcs samething greater than
curselves and aur familes, and evary
family must feel this constant Impuise”

We must always aim at being better
dsciplas of Jesus. To grow all the time -
In holiness, patience, compassion, love.
The pligrim joumey towards perfection
s something we won't realise this side
of the grave, but which we must keep
striving towards.

There Is an echa of this In the preamble
to the Unitad States Constiution when
it talks aDout forming a ‘mose perfect
unkan.' it an iBmBﬂgEl’l"l'Eﬂt

tnat there |5 5tll work to da to form a
perfect union, a distance to go before

it oCours, that it wil never fully happen.
Graduallsm descrives our day by day
Journey towards perfaction, towards
transformation, towards God. Just a5 the
twa disciples grew In knawledge of God
of thelr journay to Emmaus, #e ek to
grow ewer closer to God on our jounnsy
tnrough iife. W



