The summer Lisa and I started dating, SLIDE

the self published song “Rulers” by Lorde was the number 1 song.  

While the artist was always interested by the Monarchy, 


she wrote the song critiquing the oppulence that she saw in the world, 



including the music industry and oligarchs.  

At that time, 


the chorus was really catchy SLIDE

and the idea of creating a different kind of buzz 



and calling someone “queen bee” 




really appealed to where I was in life.  


I was in the midst of dating my future wife.  



Depending on your view of royalty, 




there are two very different issues with her song.

If you follow the fleshly 


or Americanized view of royalty 


and how they are to rule, SLIDE


they would say none of us could ever be a queen bee.  


We haven't made it, 



so we should not enjoy the blessings of this world.  



We are quickly moving to a place where being a millionaire is nothing.  Currently, 
SLIDE

unless you are a billionaire, 



you don't matter.  

The world today 


is moving toward the model of Kingship SLIDE


found in Babylon and Egypt 




around Abraham's time.  


The citizens are there to serve 



and bless the rulers.  


You fall out of line 



and you will be punished and fired. SLIDE
The biblical view of Kingship 


is tremendously different.  

Eva and Esme can tell you the first line of the refrain is wrong.  


“We'll never be royals” 



is an out and out lie.  


Why?  



Because we are all sons and daughters of the King of the Universe.  

If we have accepted the atoning work of Jesus, 


his blood has washed us clean 

and I don't know of any more royal blood 


than the Son of the Creator of the Universe.  

Now I will say that the next line 


is spot on with the Godly view of Royalty.  SLIDE


“That kind of luxe 



(or luxury) ain't for us.” 

You may have noticed I did not say 


the biblical view of royalty, 


but the Godly view of royalty.  

As you read about Israel desiring a King, SLIDE

you hear of God trying to course correct our desire for a king 



as the other nations have.  

Throughout the books of Kings and Chronicles, 


you hear the prophets trying to call the Kings to behave one way 



and often the way of the worldly Kings 




was just so much easier.  

So over and over, 


the kings struggle.

But what would it look like 


if we had a King who lived out the words of Deuteronomy 17:14-20?  

There are six things that text tells us about choosing our King.  SLIDE

He should be who the Lord chooses. 


He should be a brother Israelite.  


Should not take a lot of horses.  


Have only one wife.  


Not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.  


Write the words of God out, 



read them, 



and follow them every day.  

If he does these six things 


and doesn't consider himself better than his peers, 



he will reign for a long time.  

These are God's standards 


for a good King or Queen.  

Which ones do you meet?  


You may notice that a few of them 



put you in the running.  

If we were to jump back to 1 Samuel 8:11-17 


we will hear why God put some of these things in the list 



for who should 



and should not rule over us.  

In that passage, 


he tells the Israelites 



what a King who will tend to follow the world's model for Kingship will do.  


SLIDE They will take your sons and daughters 



and make them serve him and his needs, 




not the communities 




or the world's needs.  


He will take a tenth of everything 



to support his government 



and his own personal use.  

The last line is the most doom like.  SLIDE

“And your yourselves will become his slaves.”

Now we as a nation 


have lived under a reality for a couple of centuries 



that a democracy would serve the people's needs.  

When the U.S. Government starts to self insulate 


and look after itself more than the people, 



we have pieces in place 




to correct and adjust.  SLIDE

Whether the checks and balances of another branch 



or the voting booth.  

So we were closer to a Godly vision of kingship 


than most other countries usually.  

To be president, SLIDE

you had to be a citizen from birth 



so that you understood the ideas and culture of the people 



and did not bring in alien ideas.  SLIDE
The wage of president of the United States 


has never been much in light of the responsibility, SLIDE


$400,000 since 2001.  



George Washington started at $25,000 




in 1789.  


The President usually put his other financial pieces in a blind trust.  



But that custom has disappeared as of late 




and we are seeing our current President 





make Billions of dollars on the side.  

Jimmy Carter probably lived the best 


into not putting himself above his brother and sisters 



that Godly leaders are called to do.  


One person among equals 



is what Deuteronomy calls for, 



that is the “different kind of buzz” that scripture has.  


I will let you be the judge on how we are doing on that with our rulers.


But before you get too critical on everyone else, SLIDE

we need to take a look at the Genesis calling of  Kingship 


or ruler.

Genesis gives all humans, 


male and female 



the calling to rule and subdue. SLIDE
Rule or dominion 


has a King or Lord aspect to it.  

Subdue or bring into bondage 


has a conquering aspect to it.  

If we were to leave that there 


and run with our understanding of those words, 



it could 



and has led to a lot of trouble.  

The question must be asked, 


what are Kings supposed to do in ruling and dominating?  



Are they supposed to rule over everything 



and conquer everyone?  

The understanding of the role of the King of the Ancient Near East was to , SLIDE

“ensure the well being of his subjects 



and deliver justice to all of them.”  

The Genesis mandate 


was not just for humans taking care of humans, SLIDE

but humans ruling and subduing the 



“fish of the sea, 



birds of the air, 



and every living creature that moves over the ground.”  

Our calling as God's rulers and subduers 


is to recognize and respect the dignity of every living creature, 



not just humans.  


Considering the needs of the fish 



alongside where we would like to put a road 




is part of our calling as rulers of the High King.  

We need to make sure all creatures are flourishing, 


not just humans. 

We do this 


because scripture tells us that all creation 



from the animals, 



to the wind, 



heavens, and water 




all reflect God's glory and beauty in a way. 



 They are all his subjects.  


If we are acting in his stead, 



we are to take care of all of his subjects as well.  


Not just the ones that we like.  SLIDE


Even the eels, snakes, 




our weird uncle, and mosquitos.

So what would have to change 


for us to be able to do this?  

To take care of the well being for all 


and create justice for all the earth as rulers?  SLIDE
We need to look at how Jesus fulfilled this role 


as Lord and King.  

We would need to be ready to lay down our life 


and be what the church calls a servant king.  

We as a society 


seem to be a little confused about what a servant king entails.  

If you want to see what one is not, 


I would encourage you to watch the movie Wish.  



In that movie, 




the King Magnifico does give things to the people.  




He fulfills people's wishes, 





but only one or two a month.  




He seems like a benevolent ruler.  



In one of the songs called, 




“The Thanks I Get” he sings, SLIDE


“I'd give the clothes off Benito's back 



If you really needed that 


I'd be the first one to volunteer ...Henry! 



If your home were to crumble. 



Or if you were in trouble.”  

This is not a servant King 


because his service costs him nothing.  



It is Benito and Henry paying the price.  

Magnifico gives the people things 


to keep them under his power, 


not to set them free.  

Right now, 


there is all kinds of talk 



about how some of our leaders are not taking a salary.  


Is that servant leadership?  

The follow up question is, SLIDE

“What is it costing them?”  

Phillipians 2 tells us, SLIDE

that our servant king paid with his life 



by dying on the cross.  

But it tells us even more than that.  


It wasn't just his life on earth he gave up, 


it was his position and status in the Heavenly Realm that he gave up 



as he took on human form.  

When we are living fully into this call of being a King and Conquerer, 


we have to ask, SLIDE


what are we defeating?  


Is it what God would want defeated?  



Do we want safety, 



no fighting, 



growing wealth, 



or hope for our future?  


I know I can get a “Yes.” for everyone of those things.  

None of those things necessarily mean justice 


or biblical shalom or wholeness.  

There is very little fighting in jail, 


but there is also very little peace.  SLIDE
Making all things right or Shalom


is the high call of Genesis.  

Not just what is right for us 


unless that us includes all people, 


all animals, 


and all creation.

When we expand it out to that level, 


it is a bit daunting.  

Some mornings 


I can't even get along with my hair, 


let alone all creation.  

My family who loves me 


and I don't agree on some things, 



so how am I supposed to get all creation to follow my lead?  

The question becomes, SLIDE

where am I leading? 

If I were to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit and Jesus, 


the odds of success go up.  

They tell me, SLIDE

“whoever wants to become great among you 



must be your servant, 27 


and whoever wants to be first 



must be your slave— 

28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 



but to serve, 



and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

What would change 


if you hear this call of Genesis 



to rule and conquer 




with this understanding of conquer and rule?  



To lay down your life 




and give your life for others.  

Those we really want our children to follow 


have done this have they not?  SLIDE
They may have had their faults that we can find, 


but at one point, 



they put everything aside and said, 


“The calling on my life is too strong to ignore. 



 I am doing this.”  

Many of them gave their life in the process.  


This was our orignal calling in Genesis, 



will we follow?



Will we live that fantasy and be Royals?
