
Treasury Department would 
work with states to help them 
rapidly distribute the money 
and would issue new guide-
lines making clear that the 
money could be used to avoid 
eviction. The Treasury De-
partment is also encouraging 
states to make the application 
process more accessible so 
that language or documenta-
tion barriers do not keep eligi-
ble families from benefiting 
from the assistance.   

By Lauren Egan 

NBC News  

 

trol and Prevention, which 
issued the extension to the 
eviction ban, made clear that 
July would be the "final" 
month of the benefit. 

The departments of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
Veterans Affairs and Agricul-
ture said they would continue 
to allow homeowners who 
have not yet taken advantage 
of mortgage forbearance to 
enter into Covid-related for-
bearance programs through 
Sept. 30. The agencies will 
make an additional announce-
ment in July "to offer borrow-
ers payment reduction options 
that will enable more home-
owners to stay in their 
homes," the White House 
said. 

An administration official 
said that while the economy is 
beginning to pick up again, 
the CDC's extension on the 
eviction ban underscored the 
"urgency" for state and local 
governments to get the rental 
aid to tenants who need it. 

The White House said the 

More than half of people 
residing in homeless shel-
ters in the United States had 
formal earnings in the same 
year they were homeless, 
according to a new study 
that deepens understanding 
of housing insecurity in the 
U.S.  Among unhoused indi-
viduals who were not in 
shelters, about 40% had 

earnings from formal em-
ployment. The findings con-
trast with common percep-
tions and stereotypes about 
people who are homeless—
suggesting that even con-
sistent work isn't enough to 
help Americans facing sky-
rocketing housing costs. Led 
by Prof. Bruce D. Meyer, a 
preeminent scholar of U.S. 
poverty, the research offers 

the first highly accurate 
snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness across the 
country and examines fac-
tors such as labor market 
attachment, geographic mo-
bility, earnings, population 
characteristics and safety net 
usage.  

CONTINUED ON PG 2 

The halt to evictions and 
foreclosures was in place to 
stave off a potential wave of 
homelessness at the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic.  

The Biden administration 
said that it would extend the 
temporary bans 
on evictions and foreclosures 
for another month as the 
country continues to rebound 
from the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

The announcement comes as 
some states have struggled to 
spend the $21.5 billion in 
emergency rental aid includ-
ed in the American Rescue 
Plan earlier this year, allow-
ing states an additional month 
to work through a crush of 
applications and distribute the 
money before the funds ex-
pire. 

The pause on evictions and 
foreclosures for federally 
backed mortgages were set to 
expire at the end of June. 

The White House and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
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the mayor’s office said they are 
seeking input from the commu-
nity before announcing the 
name — will open its doors to 
unhoused residents in the be-
ginning of August. At any giv-
en time, 40 people will be given 
beds in the facility, which will 
also provide access to other 
supportive services to residents 
who come to the facility seek-
ing refuge. Those services in-
clude life skills training, contin-
uing education classes, sub-
stance abuse treatment pro-
grams, employment assistance, 
job placement programs, men-
tal health resources and other 
links to community resources 
specific to the LGBTQ commu-
nity.  

the D.C. Department of Human 
Services, which oversees many 
of the city’s homelessness pro-
grams, said that the most recent 
numbers indicate that about 18 
percent of the District’s unshel-
tered adults — those who spend 
their nights in tents, cars and 
otherwise outside of the city’s 
shelter system — identify as 
members of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity.Among those who have 
sought refuge in shelters, 
Zeilinger added, about 7 per-
cent identify as members of the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

This disparity, according to 
data collected during the 2022 
point-in-time count, “tells you 
something about why we need 
this shelter,” Zeilinger said. 

Mayor Bowser promised to end 
homelessness. Here’s how it’s 
going. 

With oversized scissors in 
hand, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser 
(D) cut through a rainbow rib-
bon strung across the entrance 
of the new shelter in Ward 7 on 
Thursday as a small crowd 
cheered in the late-morning 
heat.  The shelter, which has 
yet to be officially named — 

 New York Mayor Adams’ 
subway safety plan is prom-
ising. The subway is no 
substitute for a home, and 
the mayor is right to take 
action to get homeless New 
Yorkers living underground 

— many of whom are deal-
ing with mental health and 
substance abuse struggles 
— the services they require 
and a place to stay. But 
these vulnerable New York-
ers will need more than just 
a place to stay if they are 

going to thrive; they will 
need a home of their own.  
There’s more bad news: We 
just took a step backward on 
our way to funding the thou-
sands more new supportive 
housing units we need. 
Hochul included a notable 

When Barbara A. Martin was 
19, she said, she “burst out of 
the closet.” She was afraid and 
unsure of how her family might 
respond to hearing her declare 
that she is a lesbian, she said, 
but she couldn’t hold her truth 
in anymore. Her parents were 
devastated. They mocked her, 
she said, and made her feel 
ashamed and unsafe in her own 
home. So, she left. Martin, like 
many members of the 
LGBTQ+ community, began a 
new life with nothing but what 
she could carry with her out the 
door. 

She struggled on and off with 
addiction, depression and 
homelessness. Back then, she 
said, there were no safe places 
for her to seek refuge. But 
today, Martin stood alongside 
D.C. officials and community 
advocates to announce the 
opening of the District’s first 
low-barrier shelter for 
LGBTQ+ adults — a vulnera-
ble population that often falls 
through the cracks in the home-
less services system. 

Laura Zeilinger, the director of 

D.C. opens first shelter for homeless 

LGBTQ+ adults 
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We accept donations of any 
variety. Anything that can be 
used to help someone set up 
house once they get back on 
their feet is always needed. 
We accept clothing donations 
as well. 

 

We always have projects go-
ing on around the ministry 
and will gladly accept volun-
teers. So much is going on 
here, and you can help in so 
many ways. Even if it's com-
ing by to help cook dinner, 
we greatly appreciate it! 

 

Wingard Home is a long term 
transition home for the home-
less and displaced of Jackson, 
Mississippi and the surround-
ing area. We are dedicated to 
keeping the family unit intact. 
Unlike the “shelters,” 
Wingard Home takes a holis-
tic approach to solve the 
problems of homelessness! At 
the Jackson Campus, we 
house married couples and 
parents with children together 
as part of our commitment to 
the family values that are so 
much a part of American life. 
Our mission is to get men, 
women, children and families 
off the streets, out of the gov-

ernment welfare trap, and 
working toward independence 
and financial stability. We 
offer our residents alterna-
tives to gang life and the drug 
culture, and provide options 
to dependence on food stamps 
and government bail-out pro-
grams. 

 

Everyday, Wingard Home has 
things that are being done. 
We have constant needs from 
food for the pantry or person-
al care items for guest. Al-
most anything can be used 
here. 

 

cess. Right now, the alterna-
tive — moving people off the 
streets and subways into con-
gregate shelters — is not a 
real solution.  

provision in her proposal for 
the 2023 executive budget: 
one that would make it pos-
sible for empty hotels, bank-
rupted by the pandemic, to 
be converted to supportive 
housing, with mental health 
and substance use services 
on site. But neither the state 
Senate nor Assembly in-
cluded this in their version 
of the budget. This key pro-
vision must be included in 
the final result. 

Hotel conversions are much 
cheaper and faster than build-
ing new affordable housing 
units from the ground up. 
Hotels already have the 
plumbing and other infra-
structure required to turn 
empty rooms into viable, 
dignified Single Room Occu-
pancies (another housing so-
lution that Adams has called 
for). This is the clear answer 
to our supportive housing 
crisis, and the key to making 
the subway safety plan a suc-

Continued from Page 1 What the homeless need 
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E-mail address: 
charlotte@wingardhome.org 

The Youth Action Board of 
Northwest Florida is a subcom-
mittee of Opening Doors North-
west Florida dedicated to break-
ing cycles of youth homelessness 
through support, resources and 
mentoring. The subcommittee 
was established in May and has a 
board of 18- to 24-year-olds who 
were nominated to join 
and who are committed to mak-
ing the community they live in a 
better place. According to Open-
ing Doors, 823 homeless youth 
used the organization's resources 
between 2020 and 2021. Of 

those, 457, or 55.5%, are female 
and 519, or 63%, are Black. Dur-
ing this time, there were 117 un-
accompanied youth but only 20 
available beds. Opening Doors 
wanted to provide a safe space for 
homeless, unaccompanied, par-
enting and pregnant youth of any 
age and felt it was important to 
give a voice to a subpopulation 
that many are not exposed to, 
organization officials said.  Open-
ing Doors, with us putting our 
ears to the ground, The board will 
help identify the needs of the 
homeless youth community and 
create projects and programs to 

address them, pro-
vide resources and partner with 
key stakeholders in the com-
munity to run those programs. 
Some ideas include workshops 
about finances, building a 
credit, job interview skills, 
resume building and more. 
Development) or the Depart-
ment of Children and Fami-
lies, and then we look around 
in our community and we see 
that there is an issue with 
youth homelessness,” said 
Martika Baker, grant adminis-
trator for Opening Doors 

Wingard Home 
Ministry  



as well he walks us through 
what the various religions say 
about each individual of faith 
and their role in being a part 
of the solution.  The book can 
be ordered through Autho-
rhouse Publishing at http://
bookstore.authorhouse.com/
Products/SKU-001092211/
The--Millipede-Effect.aspx or 
Amazon at https://
www.amazon.com/ 

 

Several years in the making, 
“The Millipede Effect” has 
been released by Authorhouse 
Publishing this past January.  
The book lays out BBV2M 
LLC founder and President 
Rodney Brooks quest to un-
derstand the homeless, strand-
ed and down & out.  From 
movies to our own percep-
tions, it all shapes how we 
approach this situation.  
Brooks looks at Government, 
Civic Organizations and reli-
gion (the Church) as all play a 
major part in finding ways to 
help the plight of the home-
less.  These different groups 

display on a daily basis their 
commitment to service, finan-
cial giving and voluntary 
work.  Like the millipede 
with its many body parts/
compartments (government, 
civic, religion) and its many 
legs (the people driving these 
various groups); there are 
many misconceptions about 
those that are homeless.  The 
book looks at those various 
challenges as well hear from 
several of those that are 
homeless, stranded and down 
& out.  Brooks introduces us 
to his spirit filled purpose and 
calling in helping the home-
less, stranded and down & out 

only out of touch, but the reali-
ty is that unhoused people are 
targeted by housed people,” 
Henderson said.ke your ideas,” 
Segura said.   “To advocate 
trying to shoot at unhoused 
people or just giving these dog 
whistles to people that do not 
see unhoused people as human 
beings — I can’t believe you’d 
advocate for it.” .  

 

“Popular podcast host Joe 
Rogan is being blasted after 
suggesting someone should 
“just go shoot” people among 
Los Angeles’ homeless popula-
tion. 

Rogan, during a July 14 epi-
sode of “The Joe Rogan Expe-
rience,” chatted with comedi-
an Tom Segura over cigars 
about the city’s unhoused pop-
ulation. 

Segura told Rogan he’d be 
arrested if he moved the be-

longings of person living on the 
street, referring to the items as 
“protected property.". "But they 
wouldn’t arrest you if you shot 
somebody. Maybe you should 
just go shoot the homeless peo-
ple,” Rogan replied. 

Theo Henderson, an advocate 
for unhoused people, told Vari-
ety that he worried whether the 
“repulsive” remarks would 
spark violence against people 
who appear to be homeless. 

“It’s infuriating because it’s not 

near her storage unit in Ball-
win, where she keeps her 
paperwork and other posses-
sions. At least a couple of 
nights a month, she likes to 
stay in a nice place. It makes 
her feel human. For veter-
ans, particularly those with 
post-traumatic stress disor-
der or other mental health 
issues, being homeless is not 
an uncommon situation, 
even when some have disa-
bility income  

When most residents think 
of the homeless they think 
of people on the streets, 
living in tents, walking 
downtown asking for 
change, or flying a sign near 
a highway intersection. But 
there’s a whole lot of home-
less people like her who 
never show up in the statis-
tics — the “hidden home-
less,” she calls them. Patri-
cia Tina Buskuehl is a 61-
year-old Army veteran. She 

grew up in Ferguson. Since 
her long-ago military ser-
vice — she was honorably 
discharged in 1980 — 
Buskuehl has bounced 
among various places. She 
survives on military disabil-
ity payments and suffers 
from mental illness, which 
mostly goes untreated these 
days. When she can afford 
it, she stays in hotels, find-
ing deals and moving 
around a lot. She likes to be 

How a female veteran in St. louiS became one of tHe ‘Hidden 

HomeleSS’—by Tony Messenger  

 Word on The Street— Joe Rogan Slammed Over 'Repulsive' 

Proposal To 'Just Go Shoot' Homeless People 
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we are….. 

At BBV2M LLC our vision is to help all people excel in all as-

pects of life. The challenges facing the homeless, stranded and 

down & out is such a daunting task.  There are great organiza-

tions in both the public and private sector with many wonderful 

people who are on the frontline in ensuring that these individu-

al are taken care of and have a voice.  Our goal is to due our 

part by assistance , education and support.  Although our or-

ganization was founded in 2015 our heritage stretches back 

over seven decades of assisting and helping others.  The patri-

archs of the family instilled the values and beliefs of helping 

others through the biblical teaching of God’s word.  Our goal is 

to be the bridge that helps those in need that are homeless, 

stranded and down & out get to the proper resources to assist 

them in their endeavors.   This has been spiritually rewarding 

for us as we truly look to fulfill our purpose of helping others. 

James  says it best “If a broth-
er or sister is poorly clothed 
or lacks daily food, and one 
of you say to them , “Go in  
peace, keep warm and eat 
well,” but does not give them 
what the body needs, what  
good is it?  (James 2:15-16)  
Those of us who have been 
given the ability to practice 
our faith through our works 
should do so.  The opportuni-
ty to help our brothers and 
sisters in need are tremen-
dous.  If you are already do-
ing so then I salute you and 
ask as well as pray that you 
continue to do so.  If you  are 
not or have wondered how 
then let me give you a couple 
of suggestions.  Your prefer-
ence in helping is based how 
you feel in your heart assist. 

 

 

There are many national and 
local charitable agencies that 
work with the homeless.  
Each of these organizations 
have a platform and plan on 
who and how they help those 
that are homeless.  Most or-
ganization do take financial 
donations but they also look 
for volunteers and advocates.  
Your local Church or other 
places of worship also has 
various types of ministries 
that are deigned to help the 
poor and down trodden.   
Your local or national 
Wounded Warrior chapter 
that is designed to help our 
veterans who are homeless.  
Whatever your preference in 
helping; it all starts with you.  
Let’s each do our part in 2022 
and be exceptional stewards 
of Love! 
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A Heritage of Excellence 
in Helping Others!!! 

BBV2M LLC 

Meridian, MS 39305 
 

601-701-8873 

bbv2mllc@gmail.com 
bbv2m-

brothersbrooksvision2missionllc.com 
Facebook - BBV2MLLC 

Twitter - @bbv2mllc 

Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC 

Rodney D. Brooks 

Author and President & 
Founder of Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC. 

(BBV2M LLC) 


