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Resurrection Sunday
One of the things that baffles me the most is how each year people die without
knowing who Christ is, or they know and choose not to believe. The one
thing that separates Jesus from every other religious icon in history is the fact
that He was resurrected. Jesus’ resurrection went beyond His body simply
disappearing from the tomb. Had that been the case then any skeptic could
have simply pointed to one of Jesus’ followers taking His body.
What separated Jesus was the fact that He appeared to people after He was
resurrected. There were countless witnesses to Jesus’ post resurrected
state that simply could not be ignored. Many people will look at Jesus and
claim that He was a historical figure, but they will not take the extra step and
believe in Jesus’ deity. Honestly this is sad and upsetting for us as Christians.
Our whole goal is to take this gospel message to the masses, so they have an
opportunity to hear Jesus’ own words in Scripture as well as believers’ personal testimonies.
In the day and age of technology and the ability to find an answer to a question almost immediately why is it that Christians remain silent on the things
they should be shouting? The sad fact is Christians are outspoken on certain
issues and forget that the Great Commission is about taking the gospel of
Jesus Christ to all that will hear it. Not only that, but if Christians aren’t filling
that void in peoples’ lives by sharing the gospel something, or someone, will
fill that void with something else.
For this time of year, let us all think about the ways we can share the gospel.
Not only that, but the ways in which we can love people that others pass by
and share with them the gospel so they can share in the joy of our resurrected
Savior.

“Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be
persistent in prayer.

Romans 12:12

2019
Sight and Sound trip is in the planning
stages. We need to know how many
people are going to go on this trip!
We are going to rent a bus and go
as a group during the week (Tuesday-Thursday) while tickets are cheaper. Our group rate for tickets will
be $56.05 per adult (12 and up) and
$26.00 for children (3-12.)
The plan is to do the trip similar to
what we have done in the past. Meet at
the church and go up having a lunch
before the show at 3:00 PM and then
do a buffet style dinner afterwards.
For the trip we are looking at sometime in July before school resumes. If
you are interested in going please let
the Pastor know so we can figure out
how many tickets we need to order and
how big of a bus we need to reserve.
If we do not have enough people from
Stanley Baptist to fill the bus we will
open this up to other area churches
starting with the Methodist and then
moving out.
This should be a fun trip and one that
is interesting. The show right now is
Jesus and from what we have heard is
as good as the others Sight and Sound
has had int he past.
For more information please see
Pastor Jason.
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PASTORS CORNER
They say time flies when you’re having
fun. I cannot belieeve that we are already in Spring and looking Summer in
the face. Things go by so quickly and its
hard to keep up at times.

Often times He met with the undesirable people that others scorned and
scoffed at. In turn Jesus was ridiculed
by His peers as someonne who did not
fully understand the Scriptures.

Church wise I think everyone is doing
good. There seems to be a wonderful spirit among us as a church and I
think this is vital for visitors to see, as
well as it being important for us as a
church, When Christ said that one of
the greatest things we could do is love
one another as we want to be loved He
really hit the nail on the head.

Sadly, it would not be until Jesus’ death
that many realized how right Jesus was.
When we look at our own idea of right
and wrong do we let it cloud those that
we try to love? Sadly, I think we all have
some guilt here or there with this. It is
in Christ though that we can find a way
to truly love one another and get past
this divisive attitude.

Often I think about how it would be
if I did not have Jesus in my life. Honestly, I don’t know how I would make
it. When I look out at current events
within our nation and in the world I see
alot of people that need to be loved. I
think a big part of people having issues
with varying things is that they have
never truly felt loved unconditionally.

There are people in this world that just
need a chance. It is our responsibility
as a Christian and a follower of Jesus
to give them a chance. Remember, we
are already saved so we should not have
a problem being outside our comfort
zones in an attempt to help someone in
need.

Whether they are searching for something that they have not been able to
find, or they are recovering from hatred
aimed at them; they are searching and
in need of unconditional love. For us as
beleivers it is important that we learn to
love people where they are in their lives
and not where we think they should be.
This can be incredibly hard to do, especially if it is someone we know and if it
is someone who’s past is clouded by sin
and hardship. The sad thing that many
Christians are guilty of is judging someone according to their past instead
of seeing them through Jesus’ eyes.
It’s important to remember who Jesus
went to when He was walking the earth.

Love is the answer to all of this. We
have to love Jesus more than our own
comfort levels and we have to love people as Jesus loved them, Not as a flawed
individual but as a creation made by the
Father’s hand in which He loves and
desires to have everything that believers
in Christ have.
Paul asked the rhetorical question in
one of his epistles. “How can they hear
if they do not have a preacher?” (laymens terms and not a direct quote). It
is often misconstrued that only trained
people can be effective at ministering
to others. This is one of those fallacies
that lead us to not try to help someone
or love them.
Love comes in many different forms

and often times it is a kind act that
speaks volumes about our love for
God’s creation. We do not have to be
biblical scholars to show kindness to
others. Granted, it might require us to
step out of our comfort zones some,
but it is not impossible to show people the kindness of Jesus through our
actions.
There are tons of ways we can show
kindness to thers. Sometimes it is
simply not coming to a predrawn conclusion abuot who they are or what they
will be like when you talk to them. It is
uncomfortable to put yourself out there
for sure. But, ask yourself the question,
“Is it more uncomfortable than what
Jesus experienced on the cross”?
During the time we celebrate Jesus’
resurrection and defeat of the grave we
should see that sacrifice clearer than
ever. Jesus did not die so we could
be comfortable. No, Jesus died so we
could have victory over the consequences of our sin. This was not just
for a certain group of people, it was
intended for anyone who was willing to
accept this loving act.
Why then do we pull away from things
that make us uncomfortable? At times I
think it is because we do not know any
better. Other times I think it is because
we worry more about ourselves more
than the people around us. At times,
I think we forget that there are alot of
people going to hell because Christians
like us forgot the Great Commission
call.
Ultimatley the choice is ours on how we
are going to represent Jesus Christ, the
gospel, and ourselves in our testimo-
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nies. It is vital that we always remember that without Chrsitian voices
being heard people will be lost. Not
only lost, but the moral decay in
society will continue to rise and there
will be more people hurting and
larger issues arising.
The moral compass of our nation has
always been formed off the basis of
the people’s voices. Whether right
or wrong, people have always been
given freedom to speak up and be
heard. In today’s society it is more
accepted now than ever. Or, is it?
For Christians it has become harder
and harder to speak up. When we
do, if there is a contradiction to the
philosophy of the time then people
look at Christians in a different light.
They call us bigots or mock our
belief system in some way. This has
happened because Christians have
made a conscious choice to remain
silent.

We are silent in our testimonies and
we are silent in sharing the gospel
with people who desperately need it.
Because of this silence people have
become accustom to not hearing
Christians speak.
Then those who do speak do so in
hypocrisy. Those who have fortunes
that have been built on the backs of
those seeking a true relationship
with God only to be hustled out of
their money. The shysters that are
more motivational speakers who cry
out, “more...more...we need more.”
Driving luxury cars, flying in private
jets--all the while forgetting what
God wants of His servants. Christ
spoke from a place of deity and could
have been a king over all the earth.
Yet, He chose to remain humble to
teach His people what they need.
Christians have remained quiet and
these things that have been spoken

of in scripture have started to come
to fruition. I am not speaking of “end
times prophecies” or trying to allude
to anything of the sort. No, I am
simply saying that scripture tells us
that there will be false teachers and
prophets and for us to be aware.
Christians need to speak up in the
greatest way they can. Christ called
it one of the greatest commandments--LOVE. In response to hate,
to bigotry, and even to pointing out
false teachers and prophets. Love
will work if done in the right way.
It also goes back to that old saying,
“Kill them with kindness”. Well, it
is time we stood and showed people
the same love Christ did. That love
also includes us being uncomfortable at times and calling others to be
uncomfortable. When we can do this
and fully commit we will begin to
see a change in our nation and in the
world at large.

Sermons for the Quarter
May 26
June 2 (Graduation Banquet)

The God of the Mountain
Seeking God

Exodus 20: 18-21
Hosea 10:12

June 9

Light up the Night

Philippians 2:12-18

June 16

Hold the Gospel

Philippians 3:1-11

June 23

Live the New Life

Ephesians 4: 17-32

June 30

The Light of Life

Ephesians 5:8-14

July 7

The Spirit Filled Worker

Ephesians 6:5-9

July 14

Confrontation and Confession!

July 21

Faith or Folly

July 28

The Skeptic Without Belief
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2 Samuel 12: 1-23
Acts 26:28
John 20: 24-28

Happenings You Need to Know About
Pastor’s Office Hours:
Thursday
10AM-12PM; 1 PM- 3 PM; 6 PM-8 PM
If you need to make an appointment with Pastor Jason
please use these contact methods to reach out and set
something up.
Email: pastor@stanleybaptist.org
Office: (540) 778-1037
Cell/Text: (540) 462-7180
In the event Pastor Jason cannot be available during the
posted office hours he will let you know as best he can. If
you plan on stopping in please call just to ensure that he
is available. Thanks.
Bible Study We are back on schedule for the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of the month at 10 AM and 7 PM for Bible
Study. Bible study is doing fairly well attendance wise,
however, the 7 PM night session usually tends to be very
low numbers. There are usually only 2-4 attendees at
most. So...what’s the answer to get more attendance. Is
it the day, the time, or is it people are more interested
in the mornings only. Let Pastor Jason know what your
thoughts are...if switching the evening session to another
day would help people attend then we can talk about that.
Even if we need to start over at Acts 1 with the very first
Bible study to get people inolved we will. Pray about it
and if you have a suggestion let Pastor Jason know.
Sight and Sound Trip We are planning a church Sight
and Sound Trip. If you are interested let us know, but in
the mean time here are the details so that you have the
information. The plan would be to go during the week to
the 11:00 AM showing of Jesus and stop for lunch prior
to the show and a buffet style dinner after the show. We
would rent a large tour bus as we have done in the past
and travel as a group. The group rate for tickets are as
follows:

$56.05 for Adults (Age 13 and over)
$26.00 for Children Ages 3-12
We would be planning this trip for July 23 and need
to know as soon as possible if people are interested
and committed. The sooner we order tickets the better
chance of getting good seating together and ensuring we
have everything scheduled and reserved. We would sit in
the main level 3/4 way back to give us the best view of the
stage and also to be “a part” of the show (at least that’s
what the Sight and Sound rep said). The days we would
look at going would be Tuesday through Thursday when
rates are cheaper and we can get tickets for everyone. We
would need at least 15 people to lock in the group rate.
If we do not have enough people to rent a bus we will rent
a van or vans and go as a group that way. Additionally,
if we do not get the 15 together for the group rate we
will still go if everyone is okay with paying full price for
tickets which would add 5% to ticket costs.
Interested? Let Pastor Jason or one of the Deacons know.
Once we get an idea of who would be interested we will
give you more information. Again, let us know! The sooner the better to ensure we get tickets and seats together.
We are opening the trip up to other community churches
so spread the word.
Vacation Bible School will be happening sooner than we
think. If you are intersted in helping in any way please let
Sheila McKay know. We are going to have a youth class
and adult class again this year so there are plenty of areas
for you to help out in.
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STANLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
PO BOX 289
130 EAST MAIN ST
STANLEY, VA 22851

“The Lord does not delay His promise, as
some understand delay, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish but all to
come to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:9

OFFICE: 1 (540) 778-1037
CHURCH PHONE: 1 (540) 778-5101
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PASTOR: REV. JASON T. POWELL
PASTOR@STANLEYBAPTIST.ORG

