Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón
P.O. Box 85337
Tucson AZ 85754
Address Service Requested

Members attend general and social meetings and events, receive announcements of preservation and historical events in the Old Pueblo ,
and receive four copies of El Eco del Presidio de Tucson per year. Please complete information below and mail this form with a check or
money order to: Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón P.O. Box 85337 Tucson AZ 85754
Mission Statement: Dedicated to the preservation of the history and culture of Tucson from its inception to the present.
We are a 501c(3) organization within IRS rules.

Membership Information
Name_______________________________________________

City, State,
Zip_________________________________________________
Telephone___________________________________________
E-Mail Address________________________________________

I I am a descendant of the Spanish Colonial Period (prior to September
1821) (Ancestor name__________________________
I am a descendant of the Mexican Republic Period (September 1821
to June 1, 1853)
I am a descendant of a Pioneer family of the Arizona Territory
(Gadsden Purchase Treaty era – February 13, 1912)
I am just interested in preserving Tucson’s history

I am willing to help in these areas:
Transcribe oral histories
Fund raising
Serve as officer
Trace genealogies
Historical site preservation
Membership
Newsletter contributor
Public relations
Organize, host social functions
Where needed
Typing, copying mailing
I wish to help preserve our heritage
by making a tax-deductible donation of $________________________
Member cycle coincides with Arizona Statehood Day, February 14.
Single membership __________ $40
Pewter_____________$100
Two at same address__________$55
Copper______________$250
Family (up to 5)______________ $65
Silver______________ $500
Life per person _______________$500
Gold_______________ $750
Students ____________________ $20
Platinum____________$1,000
Diamond____________$5,000
Renewal

New

Amount Paid ____________Date________________

Visit our website at www.Descendientes.org
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President’s Message
Well, this second round of presidency has been a little
taxing..... Much more than my 2014-2015 years.
Our organization, which was formed in 1990 by Lewis Hall and
our first president Arnold Smith, has come a long way. I was
here then and I am here now. At that time you had to be a
descendant or "pioneer" of Arizona.
We had more than 400 members. Arnold Smith, Armando Elias
and Genevieve Whalen ran the organization with "closed arms".
Many of the members then are still members today and move the
organization along. Many are gone, but “we are the diehards.” We
have a purpose and a cause for existing. Not to live in the past,
but to preserve our culture and past history.
We did not save the families and homes that were part of our
culture downtown. Hector Morales (my brother) used the word
GENTRIFICATION often. I did not like the word, but it is still going
on strong and full force. Neighborhoods are disappearing and in
their place tall buildings to be used as dorms for University of
Arizona students -- everywhere. Is there any end to this
destruction? Maybe Rio Nuevo can answer some of these
questions for us.
Annie M. Lopez, President

2018 Gran Gala
The 2018 Gran Gala, celebrating Tucson’s 243rd Birthday, will
be held on Saturday, August 18, at the Tucson Convention
Center’s Copper Ballroom, on the west side of 260 S. Church Ave.
(entrance faces Granada Avenue). Festivities began at 6 p.m. with
Continued on Page 2
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Gran Gala, Continued from Page 1
a no-host cocktail hour and entertainment. This year’s theme is S-Cuk Son “The Birthplace of Tucson.”
Honorees are Josefina Cardenas, Diana Hadley, Steve Leal and Austin Nunez. Cardenas is a community
activist and longtime resident of Barrio Kroger Lane east of Sentinel Peak, also called “A” Mountain.
Hadley is a founding board member of Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace and other preservation and
environmental organizations. Leal, a former Tucson City Council member, was one of the first to
advocate for Tucson Origins Heritage Park. Nunez, chairman of the San Xavier District, Tohono O’odham
Nation, has been negotiating with the Rio Nuevo Board for the return of ancestral land at the base of
Sentinel Peak. In celebration of the Year of the Woman, the Gran Gala also is recognizing illustrator
Alexandra “Alex!” Jimenez Soto, and authors Roni Capin Rivera-Ashford and Silviana Wood.
Attendees will enjoy our ever popular silent auction, the music of youth mariachi Los Changuitos
Feos, and dancing to Hiram Perez’s Zona Libre after the 7 p.m. dinner and presentation of honorees.
The Gran Gala chair is Annie Lopez and honorary co-chairs are Dr. Richard Carmona and his wife, Diana
Carmona. Cost is $85 per person; $95 at the door. Parking is free at the parking lot opposite the Copper
Ballroom. To buy tickets visit www.descendientes.org Gran Gala proceeds benefit historical and
cultural preservation projects that promote Tucson’s rich history.
Evelyn Jacobs is chair of the silent auction and is ready to receive donations for it. If you would like to
donate items, contact her at 520-743-9051 or ejacobx1@cox.net. If you did not receive a Gran Gala
invitation and would like one, please contact Annie Lopez, 520-647-7007.

Tucson’s 243rd Birthday Calendar
Mission Gardens, 946 W. Mission Lane, will celebrate the City of Tucson’s 243rd Birthday with an Evening
Fundraiser on Saturday, August 11. Mission Gardens, established by the Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace, is
dedicated to the ongoing interpretation of 4,000 years of the Tucson area’s agricultural history.
More information on the birthday celebration is at www.TucsonsBirthplace.org.
Los Descendientes del Presidio’s 2018 Gran Gala is titled S-Cuk Son “The Birthplace of Tucson”.
The dinner dance will be held at the Tucson Convention Center’s Copper Ballroom (west entrance) on
Saturday, August 18. Tickets are $85 a person, $95 at the door. (See Gran Gala, Page 1 for details.)
Southern Arizona Transportation Museum will be hold a Birthday Celebration on Sunday, August
19, at noon at the Historic Railroad Depot, 414 N. Toole Ave. It is free. Mayor Jonathan Rothschild will
present the city’s proclamation; Mariachi Innovación will perform. The transportation museum
celebrates the arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad to Tucson 138 years ago and downtown’s Historic
Railroad Depot.
El Presidio Historic District downtown is the site of the city’s Official Birthday Party on Monday,
August 20, the date of Tucson’s founding. Festivities include a blessing, short speeches and reading of
the proclamation establishing Tucson by Col. Hugo O’Conor in 1775. Ceremonies will take place at La
Cocina Restaurant, 201 N. Court Ave., from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and include a taco bar and happy hour.
The unveiling of a new exterior sign at the Presidio, 196 N. Court Ave., is set for at 4:15 p.m. The sign is
metal and the lettering is in the handwriting of Col. O’Conor, taken from the original proclamation. The
6-foot-long sign will be placed on Church Avenue, near the Washington Street corner of El Presidio San
Agustín. Las Doñas del Presidio de Tucsón will contribute funds raised at their April Merienda to help
purchase the sign. (See 2018 Merienda, Page 3.) Hosts for the birthday celebration are the
Tucson/Pima County Historic Commission and Presidio San Agustín del Tucson Museum with partners El
Presidio Historic Neighborhood Association. There will be ongoing free docent tours of the Presidio and
tours of the Presidio District with historian Ken Scoville at 7:30 p.m. Free birthday cake will be served.
Presidio de San Agustín is a re-creation of the Tucson Presidio built by Spanish soldiers in the late
1770s. The Tucson Presidio was completed in 1783. The rebuilt fort and museum opened in 2007. More
information is at www. TucsonPresidio.com.
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2018 Merienda
Las Doñas del Presidio de Tucsón held their Merienda April 22 to introduce two new Doñas, Czarina
Lopez and Ellen Wheeler. The Merienda was held at the home of Kathy Alexander and Paul Lindsey in
Tucson Country Club Estates. The Merienda honors women selected for their distinguished community
service to Tucson outside of their profession and who are committed to upholding the cultural traditions
of the Old Pueblo. Funds raised benefit Tucson historical and preservation projects. This year Las Doñas
will contribute to a much-needed sign for the exterior of the Presidio San Agustín to be unveiled August
20. (See Tucson’s Birthday Calendar, Page 2).

At top left, Lynette
Jaramillo,
Agnes
Poore and Kathy
Alexander. At left,
Doña Czarina Lopez
and her husband,
Humberto. Below
right,
Kristin
Almquist,
Gloria
Corral and Ann-Eve
Dingell

Doña Ellen Wheeler wears a
shawl that belonged to her
mother,
Catherine
Ford
Wheeler. Shawl dates to the
1920s.
Photos by Patricia
Benton.

Photos above, right by Joe Jackson.
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Mi Pueblo Viejo, What Happened to You?
By Raul Ramirez
As a lifetime Tucsonan, I have witnessed three major changes or “inflection points” within the
downtown urban core. The first occurred during the 1950s when the westside bank of the Santa Cruz,
between St Mary’s Road and 22nd Street, was mined for clay deposits. The red brick buildings around
town are a testimony to this building material. Progress superseded Tucson’s history, as old adobe
buildings were replaced with fired red bricks. Origins history was negated and as the late Daniel Preston,
Vice Chairman of the San Xavier District Tohono O’odham Nation stated, “the remains of our ancestors
are found in those red bricks.” Tucson’s Birthplace was further disrespected by locating a landfill on the
base of “A” Mountain and razing the remnants of the old Misión San Agustín and Convento. Collectively,
we had developed cultural amnesia.
The second inflection point was the Urban Renewal in the mid 1960s which resulted in destruction of
the barrios that included El Hoyo, Membrillo and parts of Barrio Viejo. These vibrant barrios were the
most ethnically diverse neighborhoods in Tucson composed of Latinos, Blacks, and Chinese families. In
total, 80 acres were razed. The landmarks of my childhood -- El Cine Plaza, Meyerson’s White House, Old
Pueblo Bus Station, Art’s Hamburger Joint, Pat’s Chili Dogs and Jacome’s disappeared before my eyes.
Nowadays, Tucsonans lament the loss of the Sonoran adobe rowhouses. Lydia Otero’s book, “La Calle:
Spatial Conflicts and Urban Renewal in a Southwest City,” poignantly narrates the story of “urban
removal.

However, in this process we are losing the uniqueness
and history of our community
The latest inflection point is the current redevelopment of the urban core. The destruction of the
Santa Rita Hotel was personal as I worked as a busboy at the Mountain Oyster Club, a hangout for
Southern Arizona cattlemen. The Santa Rita was opened in 1904 by Levi Manning, Charles Shannon and
Epes Randolph. It now seems that every vacant lot and old building is scheduled for development; the
Infill Incentive District appears to be working. This city of Tucson policy declared that the urban core was
blighted and offered incentives in the form of fee waivers and eight-year property tax abatement
(GPLET) to developers. Rio Nuevo also leveraged loans and sales-tax rebates for extended periods within
its district. Many see this as progress, and once again, downtown is a happening place.
However, in this process we are losing the uniqueness and history of our community. Multistory
buildings with few architectural accents, constructed mostly of stucco and glass, dot the urban
landscape. We are creating a transient downtown community composed of student rental housing;
densification is the new buzz word. Neighborhood associations have lost their power as developers
impose their will on neighborhoods. Student housing continues unabated as two new projects are
planned for on North Fourth Avenue. The Benedictine Monastery is slated for development with the
developer setting the parameters. There is an imbalance in the power distribution between residents
and developers.
With the redevelopment and downtown amenities perceived as desirable, traditional barrios such as
Anita, Kroger Lane, Santa Rosa, Santa Rita, Menlo Park, and Hollywood, are experiencing significant
gentrification. Housing in these areas is still affordable and close to the action, but the families moving
there are predominately Anglo.
It is time to have a community dialogue to address the questions “Where are we going?” and “How
do we deal with gentrification?” We need to restore balance between historical preservation,
development and community decision making. A Gentrification Forum is planned for September 15, a
Saturday at El Rio Neighborhood Center, 1390 W. Speedway. The forum begins at 9 a.m.
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Barrio Anita Stories
Editor’s note and full disclosure: Newsletter editor Patricia Benton is Borderlands Board president.
Borderlands Theater presented Barrio Anita Stories April 20 and 21 in Barrio Anita and Los
Descendientes was one of the sponsors, donating $2,000. Marc Pinate, artistic/producing director, and
Milta Ortiz, marketing/outreach director, and staff worked for almost a year, collecting oral histories
from current and former Barrio Anita residents, researching archives, working with Davis school, and
spending significant time in Barrio Anita getting to know its residents. Barrio Anita Stories included a
self-guided audio tour of the neighborhood’s history, video projections of the interviews collected, Davis
Bilingual School mariachi performances, shadow theatre, giant puppets, and heritage foods. According
to Pinate, it was theater with many positive outcomes. Pinate wrote in an email that since the
production, Barrio Anita held their Neighborhood Association elections (after 10 years of not having an
association) and three of the people worked with/interviewed for Barrio Stories were elected officers.
Also, he noted, there were about 60 people who came to the elections -- a big jump from the three to
six people who were coming to the unofficial community meetings when Borderlands Theater first
started working in the neighborhood last summer. And, after a news story on TV in May, a donor agreed
to supply the remaining funding (somewhere around $250K) to re-open Oury Pool next summer. Barrio
Stories was at the center of all of this, according to Pinate. “We made real, tangible change happen,” he
said. “We improved peoples lives and we should all be very proud of this. What other theatre company
in the city can claim something like this?”
Borderlands Theater’s upcoming season include “Sanctuary,” a play by Milta Ortiz, and “Soldado
Raso: Monologues of Tucson Veterans,” by Marc David Pinate. “Sanctuary” premieres in September and
tells the story of of two women who find out in 1981 about
detained Salvadorans fleeing civil war; they set out to
process political asylum applications. Along the way they
meet allies and hurdles. The play will be performed at
Southside Presbyterian Church, 317 W.23rd St. from
September 6 to September 23. More information and
ticket prices are at www.borderlandstheater.org.

,

Left, Mike Acedo , Henry Leyva and Esther
Tellez. Acedo spearheaded an exhibit on the
Acedo Feliz and Tellez families of Barrio Anita
presented at Oury Center.

Galilea Martinez helps make tortillas
as part of the Barrio Anita Stories
presentation of barrio family backyard
gatherings at the Davis Community
Gardens. Photos by Patricia Benton
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El Día de San Juan
Los Descendientes was among the sponsors, contributing $400, for El Día de San Juan celebration
held June 24 at the Mercado de San Agustin Annex, 267 S. Avenida del Convento. El Día de San Juan or
St. John’s Saint’s Day, heralds the return of the monsoon season.

Deacon Mario Rodriguez
blesses the statue of San
Juan in preparation for
the journey from the
park west of the Capilla
de San Cosme on
Simpson Street to the
Mercado de San Agustín
on West Congress. At
left is Irene Rodriguez,
Deacon Mario’s wife.
Photo by Raul Ramirez

San Ysidro Festival
Mission Garden’s annual San Ysidro Festival took place May 19 at the Garden, 946 W. Mission Lane.
The festival honors San Ysidro, patron saint of farmers. This year’s celebration dedicated two new
garden plots, the Mexican and Chinese gardens

Tucson Cultural Center Lion Dancers perform at the
San Ysidro festival to commemorate dedication of the
Chinese Garden. Photos by Raul Ramirez

The statue of San Ysidro, framed
by some of the garden’s bounty.
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More photos

San Ysidro Festival: Tohono O’odham Basket
Dancers from San Simon School. Right, Patricia
Preciado Martin with a decades-old carving of San
Ysidro and an ox. Raul Ramirez photos.
.

Merienda:

Doña Mercy Valencia’s
grandson Victor Economu and his friend
Gilchrist Gbele volunteered to help keep
the event running smoothly. Left, Doña
Ellen Wheeler visits with brother Terry
Wheeler, and John Lagelier. Photo by
Patricia Benton and left, Joe Jackson.

Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón
We are a nonprofit, charitable, cultural and educational organization founded to preserve the
unique cultural influences derived from the Spanish and Mexican periods as well as the Native
American and early pioneer eras. The Pimería Alta region was defined by Jesuit priest Padre Eusebio
Francisco Kino to include what today is known as most of Pima, Cochise and Santa Cruz counties in
Arizona, and the state of Sonora, Mexico. We sponsor historic commemorations, documents, collect oral
histories, encourage and support local historic preservation efforts, and seek to enhance local
knowledge of the richness and diversity of Tucson’s history. Membership is open to all interested
persons who wish to participate in furthering our goals. Dues are: individuals -- $40, couples -- $55, and
family -- $65. Membership cycle coincides with Arizona Statehood Day, February 14. Our new website is
www.Descendientes.org, our email address is LosDescendientes@aol.com. A membership form is
included on the mailing page of this newsletter.
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