THE MIND
OF AKILLER

IN GRUESOME DETAIL-AND WITH A CHILLING LACK
OF EMOTION—-WICHITAS BTK STRANGLER
DENNIS RADER DESCRIBES HIS CRIMES AND PLEADS GUILTY
TO 10 COUNTS OF FIRST-DEGREE MURDER

| didn’t have a mask
on or anything.
They’d already ID’d me.
And | made the decision to
go ahead and put them
down, | guess, or strangle
them...| had never
strangled anyone
before, so | really don’t
know how much pressure
you had to putona

person or how long it

{ would take.” Raders murder
IECINEAEY  of the OTERO FAMILY

JULIE OTERO
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or about an hour last Monday, Dennis Rader
described in harrowing detail his career as the BTK
Strangler. He explained how he trolled for victims
and prepared a ‘hit kit* of items he would need. Ina
matter-of-fact monotone, he relived each killing,
starting with the Otero family in 1974: “I strangled Mrs.
Otero...thenIstrangled Josephine...and then I went over
and put a bag on Junior’s head.” Rader, 60, even gave a
reason for his 17-year killing spree around Wichita to Dis-
Rader Eonfessing tricth udge‘Gre:gory Walle.r: It was a sexual fantasy, sir.”
June 27, “is a stone- His confessions, though, gave no solace to the sur-
(O CELLT EIURES Yl vivors. Rader is facing 175 years when he is sentenced
f°"<':'|'i‘:'t'iz|n|’£:ﬁ"§' Aug. 17 (Kansas had no death penalty at the time of the

: murders), and Charlie Otero, 47, says he will be there to

stare down the man who killed four members of his fam-
ily. “I plan to let him feel the hate I have for him,” says
Otero. Rader’s own family, who had no idea of his double
life, is similarly devastated. His wife of 34 years, Paula, 57,
has returned to work and is selling their house. “She’s
still trying to get her life back together,” says her pastor
Michael Clark. “She’s got a long journey.”

‘ | used a ruse as a telephone repairman to get IEITIEY
into her house ... . | drew a pistol at her and

asked her if she would go back to the bedroom
with me. .. she was very upset . . . we fought
quite a bit, back and forth. . . | finally gained on ‘ |
her and put her down.” Rader murders VICKI WEGERLE ——

| The victims’
families walk to 4
court. “They
say time healsal
wounds,” sa
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