
Francestown Land Trust Conserves Active Scenic Farmland:
Abbottville Farm Easement Completed
On December 23, 2019 the Francestown Land Trust (FLT) completed the Abbottville Farm Conservation Ease-
ment Project which protects forty acres of scenic agricultural fields and adjacent forest well known to all who 
drive the Second NH Turnpike from Mont Vernon to Francestown.  The conservation easement will allow the 
current landowner, Robert Abbott, to continue to use the property as both pasture and forestland, as his family 
has for generations.  Mr. Abbott’s property is one of a few parcels with “prime” agricultural soil in the Frances-
town area that remains in active agricultural use.  Active farms such as Mr. Abbott’s are vanishing in the region 
abutting the Second NH Turnpike. 

This project of the FLT was made possible by the support of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation  Service’s 
Agricultural Land Easement Program; New Hampshire’s Land and Community Heritage Program (LCHIP); the 
NH State Conservation Committee Conservation Grant Program, with funds made possible by the sale of NH 
Conservation and Heritage License “Moose” Plates; the Merrimack Conservation Partnership, a public/private 
effort for land conservation in the Merrimack River Watershed; and the Town of Francestown through the Fran-
cestown Conservation Commission.

For more information contact Greg Neilly at the Francestown Land Trust at info@francestownlandtrust or PO 
Box 132 Francestown, NH 03043


