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KEEPING THE MAIN THING, THE MAIN THING

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this
world, my servants would have been fighting, that | might not be delivered over to the Jews.
But my kingdom is not from the world.” ~ John 18:36 (ESV)

Lent is a time of the year when we are called to reflect on what it means to follow Jesus in a world that
at times can be hostile toward believers. Whether it is the dangerous temptations of power, privilege
and possessions, or the challenge to take a stand for the fundamentals of our faith, during Lent we are
called to walk closely and faithfully with Jesus who was tempted in every way and yet, remained
faithful and true to his mission to save humanity from their sins. The spiritual journey that we take with
Jesus in Lent, | hope you understand is not just a once per year thing. As believers, | want to
challenge you to think about Lent as a representation of our entire journey. If we fail to think of Lent in
this way, | am afraid it will just be another season that we observe but will not have lasting impact in
our daily walk with God.

In order for our journey to have lasting impact, it is crucial that we know who we follow and why. Our
faith in God and our commitment to follow Jesus is like any important task that we have set out to
complete. Unless we have a good enough goal and a clear vision on how to complete the task, we will
not have the motivation to finish it. Our journey with God is no different, except | believe it is the most
important journey we have ever embarked on as believers. This is why we must know who we follow
and why. If we have a good enough goal and our vision is clear, we will be willing to risk everything ...
even our own life to follow Jesus. If, however, we are not convinced about who we are following and
our vision is blurred, we will likely turn back when thing gets rough, and the journey becomes
dangerous.

When Jesus was put on trial and Pilate asked... “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered,
“My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been
fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” (John
18:36-ESV). Jesus had a mission to complete and his vision was sharply focused. His temptations by
Satan in the desert did not blur his vision, and the reality of dying the most gruesome death did not
deter him from completing his mission. Jesus knew what he came to do and nothing would stop him
from completing the task, not even death!

What was Jesus mission and what kept his vision so clear? If we pay attention to the world, we will
hear from scholars that Jesus was another Jewish prophet who believed that God will usher in a New
Kingdom ... a utopia like kingdom on earth, by destroying corrupted human institutions. There are also
scholars who believe Jesus was a Jewish Cynic ... a good moral teacher like Buddha, Muhammad
and other Greek philosophers. Still others believe Jesus was a political activist ... one who
championed the oppressed by tearing down the ‘Establishment’ ... by clearing out the Temple treasury
to dispossess the oppressors of the poor. To human thinkers and philosophers, Jesus is not God as
we understand from reading our Bible. To them, Jesus was a mere human who found God and was
inspired by moral teachers of his day. And his mission was to create a utopia like kingdom on earth
through social activism, through taking back power, privilege, and possessions from the rich and the
powerful elitist of the day.
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In my mind, if these were his goals, | believe he failed miserably. Just like many good teachers
(Cynic), and many who attempted to take down the empires of the world, he died a miserable death
and gave no hope ... no mission... and/or vision to his followers. And we would not have Christianity
as we know it today, and | would not be where | am today, as your pastor.

If we would allow the bible to speak for itself, we will know that the exact opposite happened. After his
death and resurrection, his disciples took on the world like a storm and turned it upside down...
upsetting many because they couldn’t, and wouldn’t stop talking about Jesus being the Savior of the
world who came to save humanity from their sins. With boldness they called everyone to repent of
their sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus. They were fearless ... their hope become real ... ...
their mission and vision were zeroed in, and they took the Good News about Jesus everywhere they
went. Whether it was by choice or by persecutions, they went into the world proclaiming that Jesus is
God and he is the Messiah!

Like Jesus, his disciples had in mind not the kingdom of this world. They were not fighting to physically
overthrow Rome or the religious elitist of the day. Their weapons were not horses, chariots, and
swords, but it was the power that comes through believing that Jesus is God. Like their Master, the
kingdom they proclaimed was not of this world. Jesus kept ‘the main thing, the main thing’ by
preaching not the kingdom of this world, but the Kingdom of God that is at hand, one where everyone
is invited to go in. But the way to get inside of course, is not through force or social activism; it is
through believing that Jesus is God and only he can save us from our sins... from our wicked way.

Anyone can live in the Kingdom of God now! They can begin to experience God’s grace, love, mercy
and forgiveness if they would repent of their sins, pick up their own cross and follow Jesus. In following
Jesus, we must...like him, keep ‘The Main Thing, the Main Thing’. We do that by not given into the
temptations of power, privilege, and possessions of the world, and we must press on and not look
back even if our life and well-being are threatened.

May God grant us much grace and mercy as we journey together with HIM!

Pastor Mao Her




CURRENT SERMON SERIES ...
A study through “ROMANS”

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from fe

In-person or virtual

https://www.facebook.com/mao.her.92/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/649592321778434

https://www.facebook.com/pastormao.greenfield

We look forward to seeing you in worship!
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Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19 (UMH 750)
1 Corinthians 1718-25
John 2:13-22

14™  Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (UMH 830)
Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

215" Jeremiah 31-31-34
Psalm 51:1-12 (UMH 785)
Hebrews 5:5-10

John 12:20-33

28" Mark 11:1-11
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839)

Liturgy of the Palms

Isaiah 50:4-9

Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764)

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1-15:47 or

Mark 15:1-39 (40-47)
Liturgy of the Passion
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Birthdays Thi s

5 Nhia Wahn Her
5™ Mary Qiblawi

gt Larry Graham
10™ Austin Cha

15" Ernie Bennett
16™M Joanie Stepanski
27" Jim Boehm

28" Dan Dondajeski

Please wish them a HAPPYBIRTHDAY when
you see them!
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7" Denise Edlund

14" Marge or Jerry Freitag
21°  Ron Stinson

28" Marge or Jerry Freitag
Thank you!

United
Methodist
Women

UMW CORNER

Martha Fellowship
We are still mostly ‘hanging out’ at home and
waiting for the Covid vaccinations.

Keep saving your cancelled stamps to send to
our Stamp Ministry in FL.

We are looking for some old neckties to
complete 6 sleeping bags for the homeless.

Til we meet again’—-stay in touch—-Carol

The UMW Caring Circle
Hoping to see all of you soon

Bulletin

In Febrnuary we had the following sponsor(s):

~ Judy Riedy

21%"  Carol Olson — Milestone Birthday (80)

2-25

If you would like to sponsor the bulletin, please
contact the church office.

The cost is $20.00.
Thank you




Larry under the Bridge

Volunteer Opportunity

April 5™ we need a couple of volunteers to
assemble 20 bag lunches to provide meals for
the homeless.

We will assemble the lunches immediately
following church. If you would like to make a
monetary contribution, please enclose your
check or cash in an envelope and mark it,
“Larry under the Bridge.”

Please let Jo or Janet Brown know if you are
able to help. Thank you!!

Destroy the DEBT e

As you know we took out a line
of credit last year to pay for our
parking lot project. We are
paying $150 per month from our
budget, and we owe
approximately $9,000 on the
principal.

If you make your tax - deductible
donation to this program we

will apply it directly against the
principal, thus lowering the

balance.

Please mark your donation
ODEBTO and together
make some real progress

towards increasing our line of

credit should we need it for any
emergency expense that may

pop up.
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Outreach Opportunity...

We are happy to be in partnership with Circuits 7 and 8 to help a young family, who emigrated from
Pakistan, to Oshkosh and are now living in Greendale.

Their names are: Fiaz, Iffat and their three young children are, Ayan, Jason and Megan.

atrd

It has been a long journey home for the Masih family, formerly of Pakistan. The family lived in Joseph
Colony, a Christian area of Lahore, the second largest city in Pakistan. Ninety-seven percent of the
population is Muslim. In 2013, allegations of blasphemy against the Prophet Muhammad by a
Christian man turned violent. An enraged crowd attacked Joseph Colony, burning two churches and
more than 150 homes to the ground.

The Masih family not only lost their home and everything they owned, but Fiaz’ life was in danger
because he was a witness to the violence and had been shown on local news outlets.

He went as a refugee to Sri Lanka, and Iffat was able to follow many months later. “| was alone for
eight months in the pregnant time,” Iffat says. Their first son was born in Sri Lanka and baptized in the
Methodist Church Sri Lanka.

Although they were refugees who owned nothing, they did receive help from the church and other
Christians. There were others who were less fortunate than they, and Fiaz says he enjoyed helping
whom he could by sharing food, money and books. After what happened in Pakistan, Iffat says,
“‘Everything was finished. After, we were poor people, but I'm happy now. It was very dangerous for
me, that’'s why I'm here.”

As a minority in Pakistan, Christians get little education and access to good jobs. Most have to work in
positions dealing with garbage and cleaning. Fiaz has no formal education, and Iffat went through just
eighth grade.

Christ United Methodist Church has volunteered to be the center point of their finances and Denise
Edlund is the Treasurer. Pastor Mao has been assisting them with practical needs. Two men from Oak
Creek UMC are assisting with help to find full-time employment for Fiaz, the father. Blessed Hope and
Memorial UMC are assisting with English as a second language and a woman from Oak Creek UMC
is connecting with the mother and the children.

We can all help them by providing support in the way of gift cards to:
Kwik Trip gas card

AT & T Pre-paid phone card

Wal-Mart

Pick & Save

Aldi

Pizza Hut

= =4 -8 -8 -8 -9

Two of the children are in diapers, size 2 or larger. The family uses 12-hour Pampers and we are
asked NOT to substitute for other brands.
You can drop your gift cards off at the church office or place in the offering basket at Sunday service.




MARCH 2021

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

4
6:00 PM — Jazzercise

6
NOON - Soup Exchange
(only if you signed up)

7
9:30 AM — 10:00 AM — Adult

Sunday School

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

Sacrament of Holy
Communion

8
6:30 PM — ZOOM -
Accountable
Leadership Board
Meeting

9
6:00 PM — Jazzercise

10

11
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

12

14
9:30 AM - 10:00 AM — Adult
Sunday School

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE - UMCOR Sunday

Daylight Savings Time
Begins

15

16
6:00 PM - Jazzercise

17

St. Patrick’s
Day

18
6:00 PM — Jazzercise

19

21
9:30 AM — 10:00 AM — Adult
Sunday School

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

22

23
6:00 PM — Jazzercise

24

25
6:00 PM — Jazzercise

26

28
9:30 AM — 10:00 AM — Adult
Sunday School

10:15 AM - WORSHIP
SERVICE

PALM J SUNDAY

29

30

31




The NEWSLETT
DEADLINE FOF
Marchis:

February 21

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
<‘ The people of The United Meathadist Church®
CHRIST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

5200 South 48™ Street
Greenfield, WI 53220
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Greenfield, Wisconsin 53220
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