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Wesley ‘s Angels

| Over the summer Wesley was for tunate to have several United
Methodist Wormen (UMW) organizations and the Guild come out and

ﬂ gnduation, the Mission Teams from
Forest Chapel and Loveland United

Methodist Church stripped and

s waxed the floorsin the large
playroom and the Pre-K classroom, painted the hall, cleaned the chairs
for guests to sit on, and landscaped the yard. The paint was donated by
Lowe'’sin Forest Park.

Hyde Park Community UMW-Ruth Circle, cleaned the toys
in the infant and toddler rooms to help climinate germs
andkeep the children healthy.

Iwould like to thankall of the UMW
‘members who heard the pleas for
diapers, wipes, tissues, hand soap and
clothing for families in need. You will never know how this donation
helped us keep children from experiencing diaper rashes and spreading
germs. Just as we would be down to our last pack of wipes, a UMW
individual or group would show up at the door with a carload of
donations. Along with the in-kind donations, I must say thank you for the
‘monetary ones. It’s nice to be able to purchase lunch for the staff when
morale s low o ice cream from the ice cream truck for the children’s
snack. To date we have received over $10,000 from the United Methodist
‘Women Units, and over $50,000 from National United Methodist
Women. With busy lives, it can be hard to find time to volunteer, butwe
are grateful for your commitment and investment in Wesley. It
demonstrates that you believein the work we are doing and that's a huge
endorsement!
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2013 Review
Smaller Classrooms

In 1920 when Ms. Louise Penn Sandipher opened the doors of the
Friendship Home Nursery-Kindergarten, to young mothers in need,
it was housed in one room. Over the years Wesley's ability to serve
children and their families continued to grow. At one time Wesley had
over 200 children enrolled, with a waiing lst of 100. As daycare
policies and laws changed to enhance the quality and safety of children (S
in daycare facilitis, the rules for the number of children allowed per
square foot and staff-to-child ratio changed. Wesley has over 16,000
square feet of space and according to the State of Ohio we can servet
30 children. We currently have 52 enrolled.

being the economy. In 2008, when the economy began to
decline, parents lost their jobs, whichin turn caused them to
lose their childcare assistance provided by the state. During
this time unemployed individuals opened up their homes and
became home providers. Many of these providers were
family members, and parents transferred their children from
Wesley. In 2009, the Cincinnati Public School system began
accepting preschoolers.

Over the past few years trying to
attract new students has become very
challenging In 2012 the Wesley Board voted to concentrate on educating the children currentdly
enrolled instead of spending energy focusing on recruiting new children. This will create:
smaller, moreintimate, classrooms. Studies have shown that with smaller groups and lower
staff-to-child ratios, teachers more consistently provide stimulating, responsive, warmand
suppor tive interaction. Students receive more individualizedattention and engage in active
dialogue. Teachers also spend less time managing student behavior and more time in
educational activities. This supports children’s security, stability, and confidence-building and

directly prepares them for larger kindergarten classrooms. The teachers are excited about
being able to teachiin a setting thatis more one on one.
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Wesley Education Center hosts Open House :
*  February 18— 10:00am— 11:30am
*  March 18" —4:00pm —5:00pm

2013 Circle of Care

On April 24%, Wesley Education Center hosted the Ninth Annual Circle of Care Dinner and
Silent Auction. We celebrated Wesley Education Center’s 93 years of continuous support of our
community with 100 friends and family members at Tovin Towers on Hamilton Avenue. Our very
generous sponsor, The Outback Steakhouse, again provided us with a delicious dinner of salad,
steak, chicken, baked sweet potato and cheese cake. Outback has been a supporter of The
Circle of Care every year and we are blessed to have their support. Not to be forgotten was the
fabulous Silent Auction! Over 145 lovely items were donated by friends and family. Gift cards
were the biggest attraction but the weekend timeshare offered the best bargain for one lucky
winner! Our guest speaker, the Honorable Roxanne Qualls, Vice Mayor of the City of
Cincinnati, spoke of the importance of early childhood education. Vice Mayor Qualls
discussed the recent announcement of The Cincinnati Pre-School
Promise which is designed to ensure quality Preschool
opportunities for every child in our community.
‘The Vice Mayor noted that Wesley Education
Center has met this expectation for over 93 years
and can continue to do so through the generosity of
the community And our many friends and family
members. Overall, we raised just under $9,000
to support Wesley Education Center.

Vision:To ensure that children have a solid foundation in math and
science and are prepared for Kindergarten

Mission: o educate, srengthen and murture children through their core ralues of:
Creating a loving and safe environment, for children

« Working collaboratively 1o enhance service
*  Fostering diversity.
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HeadStart Graduates I

B 11 June, 9 students graduated from our Head Start
Pre-K program. These dhildren scored high on the
. S ©--ciccn School Readiness Assessment scale
administered by Children’s Hospital. In February the
children went to visit South Avondale’s kindergarten
class. Mr. James was informed that the children were
very advanced and well prepared for kindergarten.
The children were praised on their
behavior and manners. Our theme this year was Dr. Seuss’ Oh the Places Youlll Go. Those graduating
were: Janaya Anderson, Tamiya Baxter, Kah'Niyah Brown, Ms. Teonn Fain, Serenity Hill, Fyre
Houston, Tariya McCloud, Alyssa Moore, and Micah Zanders.

Wesley continues to be a Head Start partner with Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action
Agency Head Start (C-HCCAA). The mission of C-HCCAA is to ensure the availability of
comprehensive, quality-driven childcare services to Head Start- eligible families. To assist C-HCCAA
in accomplishing that mission Child Care Partners receive educational support, health and social
service coordination, training, and technical assistance, as needed, to ensure compliance with Head
Start Performance Standards. This year we had 35 children participate in the program.

Why is access to quality preschool so important?
+Students are more likely o graduate from high school, increasing their carning potential and
reducing strain on social services such as welfare, jail, and remedial and special education.

+Students are more likely in the future to own 2 home and have a job.
+Preschool can help level the playing field for low-income children who have been shown to.
lag behind their more affluent peers when they attend kindergarten.

Wesley has maintained its 1 Star rating in the Ohio Departments of Education and Job and
Family Services Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) program. SUTQ is Ohio's quality ratingand
improvement system for licensed learning and development programs. It recognizes learning
and development programs that exceed licensing health and safety standards.

The SUTQ program standards have been expanded from 3 to 5 levels and have been revised to
include family and community engagement and health promotion standards. Wesley will be applying

for its second Star this summer. Each Star signals a higher standard of staff qualifications and planned
carly learning activities.




