Dr. David Reimer

Chas Helge

Peter Tolias

Beth Deininger

Dr. David Reimer
DGSP Music Director

John Van Patten

THE FOUNDATION OF EXCELLENCE in a music education
program is based in the recruiting of trained, experienced
and inspired teachers. The Dorothy Gerber Strings Program
faculty have collegiate training in music from a variety
of respected universities and experience as professional
performers, including many who perform regularly with
the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra. Our teachers are
passionate about sharing their love of music and skills in
stringed instruments with the students of Northwestern
Michigan.
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DR. DAVID REIMER, DGSP MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Degrees in violin from the Cleveland Institute of Music
and the Ohio State University.

THE RESIDENT ENSEMBLE OF THE DGSP
PROGRAM, named after benefactors Peter and
Gay Cummings, inspires both students and
audiences in the Little Traverse Bay region through
service, education, and performance. Besides
teaching for the program, The Cummings Quartet
members also perform regularly with the Great
Lakes Chamber Orchestra and the Traverse
Symphony Orchestra.

CHAS HELGE, DGSP ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Currently completing doctoral degree in cello from the
University of Oklahoma in addition to degrees from
Indiana University and Western Michigan University.

Samuel Boase-Miller

PETER TOLIAS, INSTRUCTOR, CHARLEVOIX: Degrees in guitar
and cello from Wayne State University.

Kim Teachout

BETH DEININGER, INSTRUCTOR, EAST JORDAN: Degrees
in violin from Hope College and the University of Colorado.

Please
like us/follow us
on Facebook!

The Cummings Quartet

JOHN VAN PATTEN, INSTRUCTOR, PETOSKEY: Studied at
Southern Illinois University and has a degree in music.

Dr. Reimer is joined by cellist Elizabeth Bert
(Music Education degree from University of Toledo),
violist Kim Teachout (Degrees in viola from Northern
Illinois University and the University of Colorado),
and violinist Cheryl Zetterholm (Degrees in violin
from Michigan State University and the New
England Conservatory).
In its first season, The Cummings String Quartet
performed in Charlevoix, Petoskey, Boyne City,
Traverse City, Grand Rapids, on Beaver Island and
on Interlochen Public Radio and WVBI.

SAMUEL BOASE-MILLER: Studied cello at Ithaca College,
DePaul University and Western Michigan University.
Cheryl Zetterholm
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Charlevoix Circle of Arts
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THE DOROTHY GERBER STRINGS PROGRAM (DGSP), an integral part of the Charlevoix Circle of Arts, provides a high caliber of education
in the traditional stringed instruments (violin, viola, cello, bass) to students in Northwestern Michigan. Funded by a generous grant from
the Cummings Foundation, the DGSP offers opportunities for students from four years old through seniors in high school, including
in-school strings classes, individual lessons and a growing youth orchestra program. Dr. David Reimer, DGSP Music Director, leads
a team of highly qualified instructors who are passionate about passing on their knowledge of music to new generations of students.

Strings Classes

Calendar

THE DGSP OFFERS string classes in several area schools by assigning qualified
teachers to meet with students in a classroom settings multiple times per week
for instruction. Beginning, intermediate and school orchestra levels are
offered free-of-charge. In 2018/2019, schools hosting DGSP classes include:
Charlevoix Elementary School, St. Mary Catholic School, Beaver Island
Community School, Boyne City Elementary and Middle Schools, East Jordan
Elementary School, Petoskey Public Middle School, Harbor Light Christian School,
Pellston Elementary School, Lakeland Elementary School - Elk Rapids, and
Alanson Public School.

THE DGSP WILL BEGIN an array of educational opportunities concurrent
with the start of school classes following Labor Day weekend. Inquiries to
Dr. Reimer and registration for our programs are encouraged throughout the
summer. Specific dates for information sessions, classes and concerts will be
posted on the DGSP website: www.gerberstrings.org.

Suzuki Program
MISSION STATEMENT:
The Dorothy Gerber Strings
Program, part of the
Charlevoix Circle of Arts,
serves northern Michigan
students by providing
exceptional locally-based
string music education.

THE SUZUKI METHOD is an iconic movement of string education that features
private and group lessons. The Suzuki method specializes in teaching very young
students by the “mother tongue” method, with a strong emphasis on parental
involvement and learning music by ear. Students may begin as young as four
years old at DGSP studios in Charlevoix and Petoskey. Suzuki lessons are
offered for a moderate cost and scholarships are available for those in need.

In addition to our regular programming, there are a variety of events that take
place throughout the year. In 2018, the DGSP sponsored a “Practice Olympics”
in which several students won medals and other prizes for their efforts at selfimprovement. Professional string concerts, including those by The Cummings
Quartet, take place at the Charlevoix Circle of Arts and young students are
encouraged to attend. In addition to the year-end concert in May, our students
have opportunities to perform at holiday concerts, community events and
events taking place at various schools.

Individual Lessons
INDIVIDUAL LESSONS are one of the most efficient ways to develop string skills
by customizing one-on-one classes to a student’s strengths and weaknesses.
The DGSP’s exceptional string teachers offer lessons out of studios in Charlevoix
and Petoskey at a standard rate, though with scholarship help available for
those in need.

Dorothy Gerber Youth Orchestra

Registration: www.gerberstrings.org
Email questions to: DavidDGStrings@gmail.com
Phone: Dr. David Reimer, DGSP Music Director, at: 616-828-8321

FOR STUDENTS WHO DESIRE a more advanced level of music-making, the
DGYO is offered weekly. DGSP teachers coach students to play in the context
of an orchestra, where each instrument section plays independent parts for an
exciting musical experience.
The DGSP is grateful to the Charlevoix County Community
Foundation for their support in providing scholarships for
students interested in individual lessons.

The Cummings Quartet Chamber Music Camp, Summer 2018

