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Creating a love of reading in children is potentially one of the most powerful ways of
improving academic standards in school.
• There can be few better ways to improve pupils chances in school, or beyond in the
wider world than to enable them to become truly independent readers.
Success in reading is fundamental to success in school.
• Reading is all about acquiring meaning; for enjoyment, information and
understanding.
• It is not a performance.
• It is not a test - reading should be enjoyable with the aim of your child wanting to read
more e.g. Reception class – books about transport – the children were keen to read
and desperately wanted to share their new factual knowledge.

Library: Research shows that children who visit the library before they start
school begin to think of themselves as readers and begin to think positively about
books.
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Experts in literacy are unanimous in their belief that parents should read with their
children.
The power of the parent-child bond has a positive effect on a child’s attitude towards
reading and their ability to read.
Try the following suggestions that you will hear about today to help make reading both a
pleasure and a learning experience!
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Sharing books from birth will develop language and communication skills. Reading aloud to
your child expands their vocabulary and gives opportunities for conversation, expression,
develops imagination, encourages them to ask questions and gain knowledge.
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Introduce them to books at a young age.
Create the right atmosphere.
Find a comfortable and quiet place to look at books.
Read them a bedtime story every night.
Let them pretend to read.
If your child is familiar with books, they will get on better when they start school.
Help your child to join in with reading.
Let them turn the pages and guess what happens next.
Use funny voices, toys and actions to make the characters come alive.
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Set aside a specific time for reading every day and make reading a priority.
Try not to do the reading when you are both tired!
Walk through the book first and discuss the pictures and the important words.
Always remember to keep reading aloud to your child even when they can read
independently.
Encourage your child to read to you.
Follow the words with your finger and sound out the words (c-a-t: cat)
See if they can pronounce each sound and then blend them together Be positive.
Praise your child for trying hard at their reading.
Let them know it is alright to make mistakes.
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Phonics and Word Recognition
The ability to recognise words presented in and out of context.
The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) together to read words.
Understanding
The ability to understand the meaning of the words and sentences in a text.
The ability to understand the ideas, information and themes in a text.
If a child understands what they hear, they will understand the same information when
they read.
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Sharing wordless books is a terrific way to build important literacy skills, including
listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension and an increased awareness of how
stories are structured.
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Introduce your children to different types of books; classic fiction, chapter books, short
stories, joke books, poetry, non-fiction.
• Read them the book that was your favourite when you were a child.
• Read slowly, with expression. Try to use different and funny voices for characters.
• Follow the words and read the story using the pictures.
• Talk about what is happening and what might happen next. Leave the story on a
cliffhanger!

Most parents of preschoolers realise the value of reading aloud every day to your
young child. Story time is a great way to connect with your child, to share exciting
stories and pictures, and to increase your child's understanding of the world.
The best story times are very interactive: You are talking about and reading the
story, your child is talking, and there is conversation taking place between the two
of you. Because of all the talking, this type of shared reading is often called dialogic
reading.
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The PEER method really works.

Children whose parents read together and talk about the book have better oral
language skills, and have a larger vocabulary.
Don’t use the PEER method on every page, with every book.
Keep it fun!
Use PEER when it fits and when your child is engaged with the story.
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The answers aren't clear, but scientists have discovered that the brain of a child
with reading problems handles reading differently than that of a strong reader.
Some:
- have a disability that makes reading difficult to learn – sometimes there are
family members who have struggled with reading / hearing issues / speech issues
- come to school without the literacy experiences they need to become readers
- do not speak English well
- children struggle because they've received poor or inadequate reading
instruction
- do not have good reading support at home
-

When these and other risk factors are identified early, many children's reading
difficulties can be prevented.
- If a child struggles with phonics we need to help them become aware that words
are made up of speech sounds.
- When word recognition isn't automatic, reading isn't fluent, and comprehension
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suffers.
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1. Don’t jump in to help too quickly. Wait to see if they can work it out by themselves.
2. a) Telling them is useful if they are frustrated or losing interest
b) Sound out using letter sounds or blends e.g. t r ai n
c) Use phonic flashcards to help learn letter sounds, graphemes and trigraphs
4. Sound games:
I spy – “I spy with my little ear, something beginning with ‘ch’.”
Make a letter sound treasure box – collect word beginning with ’b’ in the
box, or words that use a particular spelling pattern e.g. ‘oa’ (boat / coat / toy goat etc.)
Older children: think of 2 words and swap the first sound e.g. fish and chips  chish and fips
Make words with magnetic letters
5. Children will compare themselves with their friends. They make think they are ‘stupid’.
They’re not. We’re all different and are good at different things. Tell them about people
who struggled with reading:
- Einstein (scientist)
- Charles Darwin (scientist and evolutionist)
- Hans Christian Anderson (author)
- Orlando Bloom (actor)
- Kiera Knightly (actor)

17

6. a) It is important to read to children who struggle with reading. Partly to ensure that they
see books as fun and interesting but also so they don’t miss out on things that other children
are reading to themselves. This includes new information, new vocabulary and the way
words and sentences can be put together.
b) Allow them to read text messages on your phone, use the internet for fun reading
activities
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/kids-activities/
c) Give opportunities for your child to listen to audio books

www.thebookpeople.co.uk/
www.audible.co.uk/
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/d/Audio-Books-For-Children
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Childrens-AudibleAudiobooks/b?ie=UTF8&node=1723157031
It’s not easy being the parent of a struggling reader, but with your support and with
help from BISAK, the chances are that your child will catch up.
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1. You need time and no distractions – no tv, computer or radio e.g. bedtime when you
can have a cuddle.
2. Visit a library or an online book store. Try the 5 finger test - open a page and ask
your child to put one finger up for every word they don’t know. If all 5 fingers go up (on
that one page) then the book is too difficult and choose again.
3. Let your child look at the pictures – they may start talking about it – engage in
conversation – keep it fun.
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Mistakes are how we learn, they’re essential. All learning starts with the ability to think. It’s
ok for your child to say, “I do not know.”
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Without comprehension, reading is a frustrating, pointless exercise in word calling.
Understanding what you are reading can have a profound effect on your life.
To be a successful reader we need to have good reading and comprehension skills.
Without these children will struggle to grow academically as reading is the
foundation to all academic subjects and influences the child’s ability to write.
What do you like about this book?
Characters:
• What do you think of this character?
Who is your favourite character?
Tell me about a character in the book.
Which words tell you what the character is like? How would you feel?
Setting
Prediction
What do you think will happen next?
What would you do? What have you learned about …… in your book?
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General
• Why do you think this is a good story?
• What’s great about reading?
• Why are you a good reader?
• What is it about these stories that you like so much?
Do you like this book; why?
What can you tell me about…?
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Although many children can read, reading and reading comprehension are two
different things.
Imagine being given a contract to sign. You can read the words in the contract, but you
don’t understand what the sentences mean. Would you sign it?
Being able to understand the meaning behind the text helps children develop
intellectually, socially, and professionally.
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A passive reader will read the words and will not engage with the text. They will not be
thinking about the text. They will not ask themselves questions about what they are
reading. They will not connect the text to their own knowledge or experiences.

An active reader will think about the text, will ask questions, will engage and
connect with characters, settings, plot or information. They will be immersed in
their reading.
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Read with a purpose
Learn new vocabulary
Retell what has been read
Ask and answer questions
Summarise the important facts
Make connections. As you and your child read aloud, share experiences you have h
ad that relate
to the story and have them share theirs. Remind them how it is important to make
connections with the characters and events in the story.
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Good readers are active readers. When your child has a hard time understanding
what they read, instruction can help.
Some of us are visual learners, we need to see what we are learning.
Some of us are kinesthetic learners, we need to act out or do something practical to help
understanding.
Talk: Connecting what your child already knows while they read sharpens their focus

and deepens understanding. Maybe the book is about places you’ve visited. Talk
about your memories of those places.
Ask questions: Encourage your child to look for clues in the text. Ask questions that
will spark your child’s curiosity as you or they read aloud. Frequently ask, “What are
you thinking?”
Creating visual images brings the text alive. These “mind movies” make the story
more memorable. You can help your child do this by reading aloud and describing
the pictures you’re seeing in your own imagination. Use all five senses and
emotions. Invite your child to share their “mind movies.” You might even ask your

27

child to draw what’s in their imagination.
We “infer” by combining what we already know with clues from a story. For example,
when we read, “Her eyes were red and her nose was runny,” we can infer that she
has a cold or allergies. You can help your child with this reading skill by predicting
what might happen in the story as you read aloud. Then invite your child to do the
same.
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In Years 1 and 2, not only do the children show their understanding through talking
about what they have read, they also have timetabled reading comprehension
lessons. They read a paragraph independently then write answers to questions
about the text.

28

By the end of Year 2, children are expected to read an extended non
fiction and fiction piece of text (usually between 2-5 pages) and then
answer comprehension questions.
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