
Rules of Debate 

 A member can speak no more than twice on the same question on the same day. 

 No member can speak a second time on an item so long as another member is requesting 

recognition to speak for the first time on the same item. 

 Each speech must be limited to two minutes. 

 The maker of a motion has the right to be the first to speak to it. 

 All remarks must be limited to the merits of the subject immediately before the assembly. 

(Remarks should be germane.) 

 Personal remarks should be avoided, and the motives of members must not be 

questioned; the item, not the person, is the subject of the debate. 

 Members are seldom referred to by name; officers are referred to by their titles. 

 Members should be seated when another member is assigned the floor and during any 

interruption by the presiding officer. 

 A member may not speak against his or her own motion’ however, he or she may vote 

against it. 

 All remarks must be addressed to and through the chair. 
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