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Some of you are old enough to remember
B.T. (before television) Time. Those were
the days when we waited every fall for the
KSTP Sunset Valley Barn Dance to come
to town. When it did for a one-night stand,
it filled the high school auditorium. It was
great fun.
When the curtain went up, the master of
ceremonies, David Stone, would come out.
He is a man with great knowledge of
cowboy and folk singers. Prior to coming
to KSTP, David was co-producer of the
“Grand Old Opry”. During the evening he
would introduce the entertainers and
keep the show moving along. He also
revived many old-time dances and is
credited for reintroducing the square
dance that became popular in the
North West.
The Sunset Valley Barn Dance started
on radio in 1940 where it could be
heard every Saturday night. This
program brought to the Minnesota
radio audience real American folk
music. From the very beginning, it
was a tremendous success. People
from all walks of life made sure that
every Saturday night was left open for
the program.
Continued on page 6
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Richard Ferrell Responds to the Washburn-Crosby Company
Mills Article (see May/June 2007 Article on pg 2)
In a recent response to the article published in the May/June Newsletter, Richard Ferrell
sheds more light on the discussion about what the Washburn-Crosby Company was doing
when it published the unique postcards. Dick writes:
In my years of collecting flour milling post cards, I have found many companies that
overprinted view cards as an inexpensive means of creating an advertising card. My
assumption has always been that the cards were purchased out of overstock from the
publisher and overprinted for a minimal charge. Even if the cards were not discounted as
overstock, the cost of overprinting an existing card would have been considerably less than
paying for new artwork
and multi-color printing.
Large milling firms, like
Washburn-Crosby, had
their own printing
department that could also
do overprinting or original
cards.
News Flash:
To ensure that new and
interesting exhibits for Mill
City Museum are available
well into the future, I am
currently in the process of
gifting my entire flour
milling industry history
collection for the
northwestern region of the
country to the Minnesota
Historical Society. This will
include items from
Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Iowa, Wyoming, Montana,
Oregon and Washington.
Also included are items
from the remainder of the
country that relate to the
mills owned by Minnesota
milling firms, such as
Pillsbury, General Mills
and International Milling
Co., as well as a small
number of Canadian
milling items.
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NEW PERSON IN THE POST BOX
By Tom Cross

This article comes from a new person
in the post office. I have been to two
shows, Rosemount and St. Paul, but
officially joined TCPC in March 07. I
am sorry, but TCPC is not my first
love.
I am an infiltrator from the MN Kite
Society (MKS) www.mnkites.org and a
dues paying, card carrying, Board
member and high flying. I write
articles for the MKS newsletter as
well. I figured the same creative juices
would do here. I also thought I would
introduce myself and hope you notice
me. In fact, I hope you start two new
categories of card separations..
Although I do fly kites, I also collect
kite ephemera. That is anything paper that
has a kite focus. This could be a valentine,
Christmas, birthday, product trade, music and,
oh yes, post card from anywhere in the World.
Some of the items I currently have are over
100 years old.
How about you? Do you have a childhood
picture with a kite or sentimental items that
you do not know what to do with. Maybe you
have an old paper kite or line winder. Things
that you do not want to throw away but do not
know what to do with can be used in the
collection.
Now my other love is a very strong allegiance
to the MN State Parks. I have a nice collection
started of RPPC's of ALL the MN state parks.
This would include parks that no longer exist,
such as Ramsey.

continued on page 4
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Postbox continued from page 3
I am aware there is at least one other member of TCPC
that collects RPPC's of the state parks. I think she is even
writing a book.
I know I am new and an upstart. And I can clearly see
each of you already has many card separation categories.
But it would be helpful to both of us if the members would
start a box just for RPPC's of the state parks. You see
great ideas come from strange places. Like they just fall
out of the sky.
Did you know that kites were once used to deliver mail?
Editors note: Tom can be found in the new directory or at
763.494.4441 or thomasecross@yahoo.com
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Adina’s Challenge - comments received by the editor
Harold’s Response (see May/June NL page 8) - Comments received by your
editor all seemed to support the idea that this was some kind of packer, perhaps
developed from a tractor. Austin is the brand name but no other information is
known. There is also still a question as to the kind of engine the machine had. Note
that there does not seem to be a smoke stack like early steam engine tractors.

Dave Norman’s Comments :
The large machine on Page 6 of the May/June issue is a stationary steam engine.
Note the steam pipe coming down from above. There is a cable (probably a wire
rope) coming across the floor and wrapping part-way around the flywheel. It comes
off the flywheel just a few feet behind the man leaning on the cylinder and goes off to
power something out of the picture to the left. Such engines were once commonly
used to power factories, mills, and electric power plants. As a youngster, I remember
my father showing me an engine like this (but larger) in the basement of the office
building in downtown Minneapolis where he worked. The building is still there, but I'm
guessing the engine was long ago cut up and carted away as scrap.
I tried a quick Internet search for the Realty Building, but didn't find a good match.
The machine on Page 8 is a gasoline powered roller. I would guess that it dates to
the early part of the 20th Century - maybe 1910--20. Note the two large exposed
flywheels spinning around with no guard around them -- something that wouldn't be
allowed on a modern piece of equipment. A modern machine would use a more
compact engine, with its moving parts fully enclosed. The name "Austin" shows up in
the picture near the rear end of the machine. The Austin Western Company is a major
manufacturer of construction machinery, especially road construction machinery.
I wonder if this photo is part of a public demonstration. Note all the people watching
and a camera conveniently on hand to snap the climb up a hill. The person driving
the machine appears to be a woman.

Wanted:
Writers for articles to appear in this newsletter - this newsletter is full
of great information contributed by various people who take time to
write and contribute. This is the club’s newsletter and as a member, you
too can have an article published. I look forward to hearing from you.
………...editor
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KSTP
continued from page 1

The show featured
such well-know
performers as
Randy Merriman,
Jimmy Valentine,
Chuck Mulkern (the
Flash of Rice St.),
Cactus Slim (the
Lonesome Serenador) and many
others.
Real photo postcards of these people were sent out
by the station on
request. They
seem to turn up in
the strangest
places. Collecting
them could be lots
of fun. I have no
knowledge of how
many there are but
there could be hundreds.
Reference: LeRoy
Link, 3126 Vincent
Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55411
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Adina’s New Challenge - the largest postcard
At the April meeting, Adina handed me the postcard you see below. It measures 10 5/16 inches by
14 inches in size and folds to be mailed as a 10 5/16 by 7 inch postcard. Can you top that for size?
If you think so, bring your card to the July or August meeting for the official measurement by your
editor. Let’s see how big cards were made.
This one Says Webb’s City World’s Most Unusual Drug Store at St Petersburg, Florida. The photo
is of “Doc”J.E. Webb. Does this business still exist? Does anyone know more of it’s history?
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Summer 2007
5th Annual Land of Lakes
Antique Postcard & Paper Show
Friday, July 27th 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, July 28th 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Rosemount Community Center
13885 South Robert Trail (Hwy 3)

Rosemount, Minnesota
Bigger & Better Than Ever !
The Twin Cities’ Largest
Featuring Top Dealers from All Over the Country
Postcards * Victorian Trade Cards * Calendars * Stereoviews *
Photographs * Advertising * Vintage Prints * Posters * Sheet Music *
Magazines *Books * Valentines* Letterheads* Menus * Maps
Sports Memorabilia * Supplies * Ephemera * Free Appraisals

Presented by Yesterday’s Mail * Morgan Rogan 860-319-4022
postcardlady@comcast.net
Plenty of Free Parking & On-Site Snack Bar
$4 Admission/ Good for Both Days
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Inside Story Headline

The Cambridge Antique Fair
August 4-5, 2007
Isanti County Fairgrounds
Cambridge, MN
New Hours: Saturday 8-6 and Sunday 8-4
Lots of Dealers
Cambridge hosts over 800 antique dealers from all over the Mid-West making up
about 350 dealer booths. The size of the show is just about right for a day-trek
from many of the regions population centers and countryside.

Fresh Antiques
Many of the dealers that attend Cambridge do not set up in other shows in the
area. Also, ours is an annual show, so you’re bound to see lots of antiques that
you haven’t seen elsewhere. Items in all price ranges and collecting categories
can be found. We do not allow dealers to sell flea market items such as T-shirts,
Sun Glasses and New Tools.

Souvenirs
We commission a potter to make souvenir mini-jugs for each Cambridge show.
These are very well crafted and make a great collectible. Visit the souvenirs section for more details.

Good Food
We think we have the best selection of food at Cambridge compared to any other
regional show.

Exhibits
See some interesting exhibits of antiques from the collections of Shawn and
Cheryl Hewitt, your hosts.

Twin City Postcard Club Member Special
Bring your newsletter to the show for one free admission to the show.
Must have your mailing label on the NL to be eligible for free admission.
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Meet Fred Schiffman- TCPC President
Fred Schiffman has been a member of TCPC since it was formed
over 30 years ago. He says he’s held various positions including
President, Vice President and Program Chair. Fred hails from
MN (Farifax, Gibon, Kimball, Fairhaven and South Haven before
moving to Minneapolis in 1959. He had his own stamp and
postcard shop in Minneapolis up until this spring when he decided to close it and use other means of selling his merchandise.
Fred’s card collecting interests are “too many to list but mostly
holidays, certain artists (Gene Car, Rube Goldberg, Dwig as well
as the towns mentioned above)”. His favorite cards are 5 or 6
from each holiday but also some from far away such as
Germany, East Africa, Yap, SW Africa etc.” He also holds a
signed card of Mount Rushmore signed by Gutzon Borglund and
a True West Storiette card signed by creator Oren Arnold.
Fred has had the opportunity to make a few trips to other cities
for some postcard shows including ones in New York City and Washington State where he was
able to take in the Worlds Fair for a week prior (in Vancouver BC) then attending the postcard
show which was held in Seattle.
With all that, you must think that Fred has no time for anything else but Fred’s interests include
fishing and some antique collecting (fishing rods, reels and lures). Thanks, Fred, for doing such
a great job for us.
……..editor

Editor’s Note: Many of the TCPC members might not know some of the officers that keep the wheels of TCPC going. This, and
hopefully future articles, will give all of you a chance to know those who help make TCPC possible.

Classifieds
Make $10,000 using your Postcard Collection
Gain some profit from your investment in postcards. I made
nearly $10,000 on my first book and my second is now on
sale. To help you, I have written a book “How to write a
book using your postcard collection,”an attractive book, 32
pages of examples and illustrations. Cost: $5.00 plus $3.00
postage. See sample books at www.wowteaching.com.
Send check to: Dr. John R. Eggers, 3024 Sunnyside Road
NE, Bemidji MN 56601. Phone 218-33-1387.
Email: envision@paulbunyan.net Send $25.00 more to
view “Greetings from Waterville, MN” as an example of what
you can do.
expires: July 2007

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find a
flyer with invitations to attend two different
events.:
•

5th Annual Land of Lakes Antique
Postcard Show July 27th and 28th at
the Rosemount Community Center

•

Cambridge Antique Fair is held
August 4th and 5th at the Isanti
County Fairgrounds in Cambridge MN
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Dick Flugum responds to Adina’s Challenge
Dick Flugum sent me copies of
these three postcards in
response to Adina’s challenge for
unusual machinery.
The first is an exaggeration
postcard stating “Canning Time
on Uncle Hink’s Farm.” Home of
Bob Burns, Van Buren, Ark. The
card shows men canning large
fruit or vegetables into oversized
jars.

The second postcard shows a
very large grasshopper keeping a
train engine from moving
forward. It reads “The Train
Hold-up” and obviously, is
another exaggeration postcard.

The final card Dick has is that of
some kind of finishing equipment.
It states “A section of one of the
finishing rooms” “Hershey
Chocolate Co., Hershey, Pa.”
Does anyone know what this
“finishing room” machine does?

Postcard collecting is fun,
educational and a way to
meet all kinds of
interesting people
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TCPC Welcomes New Members
Editor’s note: In the interest of personal privacy, I will only include the new member’s names and their collecting interests. Should you like to make contact with them, check the latest roster which was released in April.
•

Larry and Patty Anderson:
collect motels, cabins, restaurants, J.E. Haynes, F.J.Haynes postcards.

•

Greg Gooch:
collects Christmas & Santa postcards.

•

Tim Hokanson:
collects political and advertising postcards.

•

Odell Bjerkuess:
collects Norway - USA - Norway postcards.

•

John Cotter:
collects Prescott WI, “Steamboats from the Miss, Ohio—logging related”.

•

Axel Kornfuehrer:

collects postcards from towns associated with his family history. Most are in
Germany.
•

Emily Godbery:
collects real photo postcards.

•

Bill Stockton:
collects all USA postcards.

•

Brad Ferness:

collects South Dakota real postcards (editor’s note: Greg is also a published
author of Clark County SD postcards).
•

Judi Hayden:
collects interests are not specified.

•

Miks Ellingson:
collects interests are not specified.

•

Larry Jaehnert:
collects railroad and Lake Phalen postcards.
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Postcard Info on the Internet
by Alan Calavano
In my March article we looked at how to find a particular type of postcard on eBay by searching. This month, we’ll look at some of the different pieces of information in an eBay listing and
also how to use “My eBay” to “watch” items you’re interested in until the auction ends. To help
make this discussion more meaningful, I’d recommend that you Sign In to eBay and pull up a
listing for something you’re potentially interested in so that you can check out some of the information for yourself as I describe it.
Perhaps the single most valuable piece of information in an eBay listing is the Seller’s
“Feedback Score”. For every item listed on eBay, you’ll see a number in parentheses after the
Seller’s Userid, for example: “Seller: juddworld ( 5657 *) “ and on the next line the Seller’s
percent positive feedback rating, for example: “Feedback: 100% Positive”.
Each time a completed transaction takes place on eBay, the Buyer gets to rate the Seller (as
positive, neutral or negative) and the Seller get to rate the Buyer (using the same ratings). If
you click on the Seller’s feedback score ... 5657 in this case ... you’ll see the number of positive, neutral and negative feedback ratings this Seller has received in the last month, 6 months
and 12 months. You’ll also see the number of different Buyers (members) who left positive
and negative feedback for this Seller and the percent of feedback that was positive. Finally, if
you scroll down the Feedback Profile page, you can see every one of the actual feedback comments that were left for the Seller (you can also see the feedback the Seller left for all his Buyers by clicking on the “Feedback left for others” tab, but we’ll leave that for another article).
Ideally, the Seller will have a positive feedback rating of 100% based on many transactions.
Unfortunately, there are jerks on eBay just as there are in the real world so it’s not uncommon
for a Seller with many transactions to receive at least a few negative ones. Even so, the
Seller’s feedback rating should certainly be 99.5% or better and in any case you can see the
actual negative feedback ratings that were left and decide for yourself.
One unfortunate aspect of the eBay feedback system is that if a Buyer is a jerk (for example,
he doesn’t pay or makes unwarranted damage claims) and the Seller leaves negative feedback for him, the Buyer often retaliates by leaving (undeserved) negative feedback for the
Seller. On the other hand, some Sellers are either dishonest or at least incompetent and deserve the negative feedback they receive. One nice thing about paying with Paypal (which I’ll
discuss in a future article) is that if there’s a dispute, Paypal will help you resolve it.
In addition to the Seller feedback rating, other useful information in the item listing includes
“Ask the seller a question” and “View seller’s other items”, since presumably, if the Seller has
one item you’re interested in, he may have others.
Always check an eBay item listing carefully for Shipping and Handling fees and Payment Details. Regrettably, there are some Sellers who add excessive shipping and handling fees to
their sales. Fortunately these Sellers are very much in the minority and in fact most Sellers will
gladly combine shipping if you buy more than one item from them. There are also Sellers who
only accept Money Orders or Cashier’s Checks as payment ... which can be a nuisance.
Some Sellers only accept Paypal. In any case, read the item description carefully and if
something isn’t clear, ask before you bid.

Continued on page 14
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Advertising:

POST CARDS WANTED
Pre-1930 Real Photo and View Cards from
Minnesota Towns of:
St. Cloud—Wadena—Bertha—Hewitt
Email: Harold Zosel (hzosel@aol.com)
PO Box 782, St Cloud MN 56302-0782
Phone: 320-359-7049
Xerox Preferred—Approvals Accepted if email is not an option
expires: January 2008

General advertising will appear in newsletters. Members can have one free line ad
in the newsletter each year. Send your ad
(and payment if required) to the newsletter
editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00
Send Payment (payable to TCPC) along
with details of ad to the editor:
Duane Stabler
4544 N River Run
Savage MN 55378

Internet
continued from Page 13
In my opening paragraph, I mentioned “watching” items using “My eBay”.
Up near the top of each item listing, there’s a gray button labeled “Watch This Item”. If you are signed
in to eBay and you click on this button, the item you are looking at will be added to your “My eBay”
page. To access your “My eBay” page, click on the “My eBay” tab (just after the “Buy” and “Sell”
tabs) in the upper right corner of just about every eBay screen. If you aren’t currently signed in, eBay
will ask you to.
In addition to the items you are watching, on the My eBay page you can look at a list of the items you’ve
won (and the items you bid on but didn’t win), you can change your personal account information and
you can check for any messages you’ve received from eBay itself or other eBay members. You can also
click on the “Feedback” link under “My Account” to see the items for which you haven’t yet left (or received) feedback.
In a previous article I talked about fake email messages that look like they’ve come from eBay but are
actually attempts by rip-off artists to get you to divulge your Userid and Password. All messages legitimately sent to you from eBay will always appear in the “My Messages” section of “My eBay”. If the
message isn’t there, it’s a fake.
There are lots of other things you can do from “My eBay” but these are the things I’ve found most useful. If you discover something else there that you find useful, tell me about it and I’ll pass it on in a future article.
In my next article, we’ll discuss how to buy an item on eBay and how to buy it for the best possible
price (called Sniping). And finally, in my last (?) article about eBay we’ll look at the most convenient
way of paying for your eBay purchases (using PayPal).
As always, if you have any comments, questions, ideas, requests or PC related Internet sites that you'd
like to contribute to this column, please contact me at ALCAL@ALUM.MIT.EDU or 507-282-4389.
Guest-written Internet related articles are also welcome.

Alan Calavano

TCPC
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:

The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Unless otherwise noted

August 15, 2007 6:15 - 9PM
How to assemble a Show
Board for your postcards - inJuly 18, 2007 6:15 - 9 PM
sight into materials used, how
This is “Pot Luck” month - bring a card to arrange and some tips on
that is your favorite from your collection. where to put your best cards,
etc.
Tell us why it’s your favorite and how
you obtained it.
Sept 19, 2007 6:15 - 9PM
Monthly Meeting Schedule

Oct 17, 2007 6:15 - 9PM

Upcoming Programs
It’s time to plan for 2007 and we hope
to offer programs at least once per
quarter again this year. Do you have a
suggestion for something you’d like to
see? Or, perhaps you’d like to offer a
program yourself (don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes in
length and can be about anything from
your favorite card topic or a general
postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for
further details.

2007 Board of Directors and Officers
•

President: Fred Schiffman, 612-529-4937

•

Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573

•

Vice President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797

•

•

Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062

Show Chair:
Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573 (spring show)

•

Membership Chair: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927

•

Social Coordinator: Dave Halverson, 651-699-5587 (acting
until a permanent coordinator is identified)

•

Editor: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654

•

Librarian: Louise Carpentier, 763-545-3133

•

Assistant Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428

•

•

Corresponding Sec.: Shirley Mitchell, 952-942-8874

Webmaster: Shawn Hewitt, 651-735-0113

•

Director at Large: John Cole

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
Make Checks payable to Twin City Postcard Club
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Summer/Fall Calendar of Events:
•

TCPC Meeting: July 18

•

Land of Lakes PC Show/Sale: July 27 –28

•

Cambridge Antiques Fair: August 4 – 5

•

TCPC Meeting: August 15

•

TCPC Meeting: September 19

•

TCPC Meeting: October 17

•

The final dates for the Fall Postcard Show is not yet finalized but stay
tuned to this newsletter and the website for details as they become
available.

Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted,
your dues are due! Please return the
application in this newsletter, with any
updates, and a check for $13, plus $1
for each additional name at the same
address.

Got something you want to
contribute? Contact:
Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: dstabler@bigfoot.com

We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

