
 

 

  

A. Acts 15:12 – Paul and Barnabas 

B. Acts 15:13-20 – James 

1. Vs. 14 – Symeon (Peter) 

2. Vs. 15 – “To this agree the words of the 

prophets” 

3. Vs. 19 – James’ judgment 

4. Vs. 22 – “Seemed good to the apostles and 

elders, with the whole church…” 

II. The Word of God is a Pattern: 

A. Heb. 8:5 - Jehovah instructed Moses to “make all 

things according to the pattern”. 

B. 2 Tim. 1:13 - Paul told Timothy to “Hold the 

pattern of sound words.” 

C. Rom. 6:17 - Our obedience was based upon God’s 

pattern. 

 

Bare Witness 

The phrase “bear witness” is an idiom (an expression in the 

usage of a language that is peculiar to itself either in having a 

meaning that cannot be derived from the conjoined meanings of 

its elements (such as up in the air for "undecided") or in its 

grammatically atypical use of words (such as give way, ret), that 

means “If something bears witness to a fact, it proves that it is 

true” (Cambridge Dictionary). 
 

The phrase “bare witness is used eight times in the American 

Standard Version of the Bible: in which to bare witness may be 

expressed in 1) Words, which express that which is seen and 

testifies, or bares witness, to the facts: And John bare witness, 

saying, I have beheld the Spirit descending as a dove out of 

heaven; and it abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that 

sent me to baptize in water, he said unto me, Upon whosoever 

thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the 

same is he that baptizeth in the Holy Spirit (Jn. 1:32-33). 2) 

Statement, wherein God said, “And when he had removed him, 

he raised up David to be their king; to whom also he bare 

witness and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man 

after my heart, who shall do all my will” (Acts 13:22; 1 Sam. 

13:14; Psa. 89:20). 3) The Lord did “bare witness unto the 

word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by 

their hands”, i.e., Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:3). 4) God, “left 

not himself without witness, in that he did good and gave you 

from heaven rains and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts with 

food and gladness” (Acts 14:17), bearing witness through the 

things that can be seen by the eyes that testified to the goodness 

of God as it is expressed in His giving of good things. 
 

That being testified to, through the scriptures, what does the 

following reveal concerning God’s attitude toward the viola-

tion of the word of God: by going beyond what is written (1 

Cor. 4:6); by adding or taking away from what is written 

(Deut. 4:2), and/or teaching as doctrines the precepts of men 

(Matt. 15:8-9), and thereby making void the word of God 

through traditions? When the Lord said through the apostle 

Paul, “Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is 

in righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, 

furnished completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-

17), is it possible for an individual to understand that “Every 

scripture,” and only the scriptures are complete? Understand 

the words of James, saying, “Be not many of you teachers, 

my brethren, knowing that we shall receive heavier judgment 

…If any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect man, 

able to bridle the whole body also” (3:1-2). ret 
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Authority 

Inductive Method Examples 

I. Method Executed: 

A. Acts 15:7-12 – Peter’s address 

1. Vs. 7-9 – Gentiles should hear the word. 

2. Acts 10:1—11:18 – Conversion of the 

Gentiles 

3. Peter’s conclusion was based on four 

supernatural events: 

a. Acts 10:9-16 – Peter’s Vision 

b. Acts 11:12 – Spirit bade him go. 

c. Acts 10:30-33 – Cornelius Vision 

d. Acts 11:15-16 – Holy Spirit 

  4. Acts 11:17 – Only Conclusion 
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