
  

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Our 
New Officers! 

Convention Officers 

President—Rev. Dr. James E. Victor, Jr. 
(Northern VA) 

1st Vice President—Rev. Milton P. Bunting 
(Eastern Shore) 

2nd Vice President—Rev. Dr. James E.     
Coleman, Jr. (Western VA) 

3rd Vice President—Rev. Dr. Griselda A.   
Bayton (Central VA) 

Secretary—Rev. Dr. Glenn E. Porter, Sr. 
(Eastern VA) 

Assistant Secretary—Rev. Dr. William J. Reid 
(Western VA) 

Women’s Ministry Officers  

President—Mrs. Polly Jones Mason (Central 
VA)  

Vice President—Rev. Dr. Margaret Delk 
Edney (Eastern VA)                        

Secretary—Mrs. Teresa Bunting (Eastern 
Shore)                          

Assistant Secretary—Mrs. Barbara   Coleman
-Brown (Western VA) 

Men’s Ministry Officers 

President—Mr. Reginald S. Davis (Western 
VA)                                

Vice President—Mr. Larry Pinchback 
(Western VA) 

Secretary—Mr. Charles Reese (Central 
VA )               

Assistant Secretary—Mr. Coolidge Hamlett, 
Jr. (Northern VA)  

Clergy Ministry Officers 

President—Rev. Dr. Gregory L. Beechaum, Sr. 
(Central VA) 

Vice President—Rev. Gloria Newsome   
Brickhouse (Eastern VA) 

Secretary—Rev. Michael E. Shannon (Central 
VA) 

Assistant Secretary—Rev. Dr. Tracey D.    
Holley (Northern VA) 

This Herald highlights the organizational structure, the presidential 
and  thematic focus, as well as upcoming events. Please take your 
time to read and ponder this Herald and share with us your ideas for 
making our beloved BGCVA the best it can be. Also, send the Herald 
to your membership as well as other Christians and churches. 

Rev. Dr. James E. Victor, Jr.  Rev. Milton P. Bunting  Rev. Dr. James E. Coleman, Jr.  

Rev. Dr. William J. Reid  Rev. Dr. Glenn E. Porter, Sr.  Rev. Dr. Griselda A. Bayton 

Rev. Dr. Gregory L.          
Beechaum, Sr.  

Mr. Reginald S. Davis  Mrs. Polly Jones Mason  
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Congratulations  New        
Ministry  Officers, General 
Board Members and          
Children’s Home of the VA      
Baptists, Inc. Trustees! 

Women’s Ministry 
Rev. Dr. Margaret D. Edney  

 

 

                        

Mrs. Teresa Bunting 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Barbara Coleman-
Brown  

 

 

Men’s Ministry 

Mr. Larry Pinchback  

 

 

 

Mr. Charles Reese  

 

 

 

Mr. Coolidge Hamlett, Jr. 

 

 

 

Clergy Ministry 

Rev. Gloria N. Brickhouse 

 

 

 

Rev. Michael E. Shannon  

 

 
 
 
Rev. Dr. Tracey D. Holley  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

General Board Members  
Rev. Dr. Cheryl Ivey Green (Central VA) 
Rev. James C. Banks (Eastern VA) 
Rev. Tanya Boucicaut (Eastern VA) 
Rev. Michael Ferrell  (Western VA) 
Rev. Rosalind M. Harrison (Eastern VA) 
Rev. Dr. Vernon Walton  (Northern VA) 
 
Trustees for the Children’s Home of the Vir-
ginia Baptists, Inc. 
Rev. Doris Morrison (Western VA) 
Mrs. Bettie Jordan Backus (Central VA) 
Mr. Ernest H. Green  (Central VA) 

Congratulations to New 
BGCVA  Staff 

BGCVA Ministry Assistants to the Executive 
Minster—  

Ms. Aria Kirkland-Harris 
 
And 
 

The Reverend 
Dr. William H. 

Whitaker, II 

Retirement Celebration—
The Reverend Janet L. Wynn 

We praise God for Rev. Janet Wynn’s  marvel-
ous Christian faith , her hard work and her 
commitment during her vocation at BGCVA 
for 2013– 2020. 
 
She will continue to help 
BGCVA on a volunteer 
basis. 
 
A resolution honoring 
her retirement is availa-
ble to read at the BGCVA office and on our 
website. 
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President Victor’s Focus for 2020-2022 

The following is a statement of objec-
tives which I feel we need to prioritize 
going forward considering the current 
social, political, and spiritual climate.  
They are merely listed but not in any 
ascending or descending order of im-
portance.  I imagine that some of these 
ideas are already in the works or are 
long-standing ministry efforts of the 
Convention; however, the contempo-
rary contexts mandates emphasis. 

 A voting education, registration, and 
GOTV campaign emphasizing early 
voting which begins in the Com-
monwealth on September 17th. 

 As the Census concludes at the end 
of September, we need to have a 
push for BGC churches to empha-
size participation and registration. 

 Mental Health Wellness Webinars 

 History/Oral History Project to up-
date the convention’s illustrious 
history 

 Committee on Inclusion to ensure 
and augment both gender and age 
inclusion 

 On-line Tutoring developed across 
the state for students who must 
now learn in virtual classrooms 

 Seminars/Webinars for developing 
an On-line presence for churches, 
especially in rural precincts 

 Round-Table talks or even TED style 
talks from subject matter experts 
from the School of Theology and 
other places about what Church will 
look like in the future after the seis-
mic shifts brought on by the pan-
demic 

  Some effort to address food in-
security by pairing Black farmers 
with Black Churches to develop a 
distribution network 

 Have discussion about develop-
ing a long-range strategic plan 
that is not personality/
presidentially driven to ensure 
the future direction of the Con-
vention.  With the tenure of the 
president being reduced to a two
-year term, coupled with the 
quick shifts in context in the 
Commonwealth, we need direc-
tion for the Convention that out-
last the presidency of any elect-
ed leader in order to maintain 
the Convention’s relevance. 

The Reverend Dr. James E. Victor, Jr. 

President 

BGCVA Organizational Structure 
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BGCVA  Thematic Focus 2020-2022 

! 
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Thank You Our Partners for their sponsorship of the Virtual 121st Annual Session 

Please take the time and give us your ideas, suggestions and events that we can employ for our Thematic Focus. 

Use the following link to share: https://forms.gle/vUZPjYnz35rAoFwz6 
 

Former President, The Reverend Dr. Gregory M. 
Howard  on President’s Night, June 30th, 2020. 

! 
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Information About BGCVA—The Staff 
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Information About BGCVA—Ways To Give 

BGCVA Financial Forecast 

When each church and association gives at least $1200 annual or $100 monthly it will help us to reach our goal of $1,200,000.  
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BGCVA  Christian Faith Formation 

Homegoing Celebrations 
The Reverend Paul A. Clark, Former Director of Christian Education 
for 1974-1980. A resolution honoring him is available to read at the 

BGCVA office. 
 

The Reverend Dr. Faye Savage Gunn, Alfred Street 
Baptist Church, Alexandria  
 

The Honorable Ruth Bader Ginsburg, US Supreme 
Court Justice 

 

Congressman John Lewis, Civil Rights Pioneer 

 

The Reverend C. T. Vivian, Civil Rights Leader 

 

Actor Chadwick Boseman 

 

And remembering the  210,000+ persons that have died from      
COVID-19. 

Defined…  
• The totality of all of the experiences of a per-

son’s life throughout all stages of life. 
• Conception – Birth – Toddler – Primary – High 

School – College/Workforce – Young Adults – 
Middle Adults – Senior Adults 

 

What is Faith Formation? 
 It is… 
• Every action, experience and relationship that 

nurtures and leads to a transformative rela-
tionship with, trust in and total dependency on 
God.  

• Throughout this nurturing process persons are 
shaped, formed and transformed in their rela-
tionship with God, self, others and the world. 

 

Faith Formation Shapes…  
• Our view and interaction with others, 
• How we see and interact with God’s people, 
• How we view the world by 

 Following the heart of God for the mission 
of God’s Church and 
 Equipping God’s people to go out into 

world to spread God’s Kingdom. 
 

Therefore, Faith Formation can be defined as...  
“The processes by which a person grows in faith 
that leads to a life that is shaped by God’s love in 
order to invite the world to join us as Christ’s fol-
lowers.” 
 

To have our Faith and life formed by God’s love , 
we need to know…  
 The story of God, 
 What it means that God loves us (in spite of…), 
 And how God expects us to act in our daily 

lives. 
 

Faith Formation Conference is uploaded on our 
webpage for your edification and spiritual devel-
opment. 
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To Baptist General Convention Churches and Associations: 

We are delighted to announce that Dominion En-
ergy has provided a significant grant to BGCVA to 
assist churches and associations in historical 
preservation.  

We have included a brief survey for you to share 
information about your church and /or associa-
tion. Here is the link: https://forms.gle/
F2Hr1TAHq3coRMyM6  

This is  an opportunity for your church and/or as-
sociation to join us in this endeavor. If interested, 
please fill out and return the survey. 

Brief background:  Many churches may be eligi-
ble based on their history of significant accom-
plishments to be designated as significant histori-
cal structures in Virginia and/or the United States 
(separate registries). The project will take your 
church historian or other designated persons 
through the process to determine if your church, 
other historic buildings, schools, cemeteries may 
be eligible to receive designations and recogni-

tions. 

This initiative funded by Dominion Energy will enable Baptist General Convention of Virginia (BGCVA) to pro-
vide training for new and current Church Historians. These historians would research; document and archive 
all data related to the assigned church and would attend BGCVA sponsored training and other applicable 
training needed to conduct the work.  - 

The key component to the success of this initiative involves documenting and archiving BGCVA church docu-
ments in an onsite (BGCVA) and digital archive for documents, books and digital records. This archive 
would also include data and documents (special occasions, association meetings, etc.) from our churches 
over the years. A primary outcome for this initiative will be the creation of digital archive of the history of 
BGCVA and the churches participating in the project. This project also includes assisting churches with re-
searching and documenting other properties including cemeteries and other structures that could possibly 
be recognized for their historical significance. 

NOTE: Churches that currently maintain their archives and artifacts would continue to do so but participating 
churches would have the option of having a digital archive accessible online. 

If you are interested or have questions, please contact: 

Dr. J. Elisha Burke, Project Director        SPONSORED BY 

eburke@bgcva.org  or 804-228-2421 or 804-337-7215 (cell) 

          

Preservation of African American Churches, Cemeteries, Historic Structures,  Associated 
Land and Landmarks in Virginia 
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The Reverend Dr. Leo Whitaker, BGCVA Executive Minister – Fall 2020 
 

People:  1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “God 
is my refuge and my fortress my God, in whom I trust.” 

 

Leader: Lord, we thank you for meteorologists and scientific scholars alerting us of the storms. We praise you, O God, for the for-
titude of civil servants who responded well to insure the safety of all citizens.  You blessed elected officials to govern with 
grace and prepare us for such times.   

 

People:  3 Surely God will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence.  4 God will cover you with feathers, 
and under God’s wings you will find refuge; God’s faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 5 You will not fear the ter-
ror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at 
midday.7 A thousand may fall at your side,  ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 

 

Leader:   We witnessed your power to create storms.  You allowed strong winds to blow hard and ocean waters to rise high.  We 
praise you, O God, that winds still obey Your voice!  You alone are our awesome GOD!  

 

People:  8 You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the wicked.  9If you say, "The Lord is my refuge” and 
you make the Most High your dwelling,  10 no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.    

 

Leader:  We pray for the families of whose loved ones transitioned to the safe shores of the celestial city during the storm and 
through the Covid-19 pandemic.  May your comforting hand rest upon Jacob Blake and all the families who have lost a love 
one in this season.  May your arms offer rest to first responders who served well, knowing ALL life is precious in your eyes. 
We humbly bow to your sovereign will.    Only your HOLY SPIRIT can share the comforting ministry of your presence and 
peace. 

 

People:  11 For God will command angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; 12 they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.  

 

Leader:  We praise you, O God, for allowing our commonalities to unite the nation and world in support of Black Lives; to push 
supremacist ideologies and political differences aside to treat each person with worth, warmth, and value of what it means 
to be created in your image.   

 

People:  13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 14 “Because you love me,” 
says the Lord, “I will rescue you;  I will protect you, for you acknowledges my name. 
 

Leader:  Now Lord, help us to place our unified actions into concrete waves of compassion in everyday living –  personal and pub-
lic acts for the good of our sisters and brothers in America and around the world.  May each of us honor the humanity and 
divinity in all people.  

 

People:  15 You will call on me, and I will answer you; I will be with you in trouble, I will deliver you and honor you.  16 With 
long life I will satisfy you and show you my salvation.” 

 

Leader:  May we join our resources together to meet the ongoing demands of those affected by the pandemic, police brutality, 
and natural disasters as they begin the process of rebuilding their lives. Please move on the hearts of social organizations, 
governmental agencies, community programs, and THE CHURCH, to serve and share their gifts with empathy.   Let us re-
member, ‘but for the grace of GOD’, we could be in the same situation or worse. Lord have mercy on us all. 

 

All:   Help each of us to see beyond the disasters, storms, tragedies, and work to establish equality for all; that we might con-
tinue to give YOU praise and glory for reminding all of us ‘that all things work for the good of them who love you and are 
the called according to YOUR purpose.” (Romans 8:28)  Amen! 

PRAYER FOR PROTECTION AND PEACE, Psalm 91 (NIV) 
A CALL TO PRAYER – A CALL TO CARE 
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Clergy Care & Leadership Support: When Ministers & Church Leaders Need a Minister 

The telephone rings at 3:00 in the morning with a call from a church member needing to talk to you about a family member 
who has either died or is gravely ill.  The last, quarterly church meeting was held nearly three months ago and the next one 
is only two weeks away, but your spirit is still wrenched from the hurtful words spoken to you in the last church 
meeting.  You're the minister over the Couples Ministry or the leader of the Marriage Enrichment Ministry, but you can't let 
anyone in the church know that you and your spouse have secretly decided to separate and your belief is that your mar-
riage will probably end in     divorce.  You've been "invited" to take leadership in a ministry, but you don't feel you have the 
training and skills necessary to successfully lead the people of God.   

With the new pressures of doing ministry in a pandemic era of COVID19, many pastors are ministers are wondering where 
they can find confidential, clergy care and ministry leaders are likewise seeking sources for convenient and reliable ministry 
training.  The Baptist General Convention is proud and thankful to be able to offer Conversations in Clergy Minis-
try and Ministry Training Track are both facilitated by Dr. William "Dr. Bill" Whitaker as a part of the BGCVA Clergy Ministry 
which is led by Dr. Gregory Beechaum.   

Conversations in Clergy Ministry  meets via Zoom every 1st Thursday at 12:00noon and provides discussions on clergy care 
and healthy ministry life.  There is no charge for BGCVA affiliated pastors and ministers and persons who attend the month-
ly Conversations in Clergy Ministry sessions are provided with clergy care discussions on how to navigate and overcome 
ministry related crises in an effort to balance home and ministry life.   

The Ministry Training Track (MTT) also meets via Zoom, but on every 3rd Monday at 12noon.  MTT provides church leader-
ship training in Baptist doctrine and polity, church governance and finances, ministry group formation, people skills, and 
much more.   

Dr. Bill is the new Ministry Assistant to Dr. Leo Whitaker, the Executive Minister of the Baptist General Convention.  He is 
the Pastor of the Covenant Fellowship Baptist Church in Chesterfield, Va., the Church Business Manager for the First Baptist 
Church, South Richmond, and he has served for the past two years as the facilitator of the BGCVA Ministry Training Track.    

Dr. William "Dr. Bill" Whitaker, whwhitaker2@bgcva.org 

Virginia Board of Elections: 
 
1. Registration - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/  Registration 

Deadline – Oct. 13th 
2. Absentee and Early Voting - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/casting-a-

ballot/absentee-voting/ 
3. Absentee and Early Voting - Sept. 18th – Oct. 31st  

Registration Drive Training - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/registration/
registration-drives/ 

4. Become and Officer of Election - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/officer-of
-elections/ 

5. Become a Poll Worker - https://www.elections.virginia.gov/officer-of-
elections/ 
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Attention All Youth 
Pastors, Youth           
Directors, and Youth 
Workers! 

BGCVA inviting you to join the      
Baptist General Convention of      
Virginia's Youth Ministry Advisory 
Team (YMAT). Together, we will plan, 
implement, evaluate and elevate 
BGCVA'S Youth Ministry in conjunc-
tion with both our 28 associations 
and 1079 churches. The YMAT will 
develop and design strategic plans 
and programs and other events in 
your area as well as give leadership 
to statewide engagements. 

The virtual meetings are on the 2nd 
Saturdays of each month at 9 AM. 

Join Zoom Meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82102131267?
pwd=N0lDSk93NFJ0ZnRIdXBiWGVJL3
FLZz09 

Meeting ID: 821 0213 1267 

Passcode: 5yUatT 

Dial by phone: +1 301 715 8592  

Meeting ID: 821 0213 1267 

Passcode: 778991 

For questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact Executive Minister  
Whitaker 804-228-2421 (office) or   
executiveminister@bgcva.org. 

We look forward to working with 
you! 

 

Black Lives Matter! 

Remembering those who were 
killed or injured by police brutali-
ty and the families that are affect-
ed! 

• George Floyd 

• Briana Taylor 

• Jacob Blake 

• And many more! 

https://2020census.gov/en.html 
 

There is still time to respond! 
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