Aim: What are the Origins of American Democracy?


Virginia House of Burgesses 

· Created in 1619 

· Gave the colonists the right to elect representatives to a colonial legislature

· This was the first elected legislature 

· The first institution of representative government in the New World

Mayflower Compact 

· Written in 1620

· The Pilgrims had made plans for self-government 

· Pledged to enact and obey just and equal laws

· Direct Democracy: where the citizens themselves were lawmakers

· It acknowledged majority rule 

· Laws should treat all persons fairly

New England Town Meetings
· Built towns with church meetinghouse in the center

· The freemen conducted town affairs and enacted local ordinances 

· Elected town officials and representatives to serve in the colonial assembly

· Direct democracy and possible only in a small community

· Provided the colonists training in self-government

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 

· Written in 1639 

· Connecticut drew up the first successful written constitution 

· Permitted all loyal citizens to elect a legislative assembly

· Government rests upon the consent of the governed 
Maryland Toleration Act 

· 1649 

· Granted religious freedom to Christians in the colony

Rhode Island Charter 

· 1644 Williams set up a government which permitted religious freedom for all 

· Provided for the separation of church and state

Trial of Peter Zenger 

· In 1735, John Peter Zenger was tried for libel in NYC

· Libel is a false publication, as in writing, print, signs, or pictures that damages a person's reputation. 

· Zenger had written articles criticizing the governor of New York

· Zenger was acquitted by the jury 

· writers were free to criticize the government. 

· freedom of the press, was later reaffirmed in the First Amendment 

