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ANNUAL FUNDRAISER!
Mark your calenders!
We invite you to join us at our Annual Fundraiser on June 9th,
2018 at Holy Family Parish Hall in St. Albert. The theme this year
is “When I was thirsty you gave me to drink”.
Tickets for the fundraiser will be available starting April 15th. Get
them online at www.rootsofchange.ca, or by phone at 780-4058084.

FUNDACCO VISITORS IN CANADA
In conjuction with the Annual Fundraiser, we are pleased to be
hosting both Luis Cruz Mora and Maria Auxiliadora Araica,
leaders of the FUNDACCO team from May 31st to June 11th.
Luis and Maria are looking forward to meeting with families,
individuals or groups to discuss four new projects for which they
are seeking funding:
1) Potable Water System for 22 families in the community of El
Portillo
2) Potable Water System for 44 families in the community of La
Ceibita
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3) Installation of new wood-burning stove systems for 20
families in two communities.
4) Construction and installation of 18 latrines in the community
of San Ramón, Villa Nueva.
Please contact Eugene Malo (dem2.malo@gmail.com or 780
438-4930) if you would like to schedule a time to meet with Luis
and Maria.

CLINICA SAN RAFAEL ARCANGEL IN ACTION

Above: General Practitioner Dr. María José Romero
Suarez with a patient at the Clinica San Rafael Arcangel
in Managua. The clinic also supports six satellite clinics
in surrounding neighborhoods to provide basic medical
services & medication.
www.rootsofchange.ca

Above: Medications offered to the public and clinic
patients are purchased and kept in the pharmacy.
Patient records for pharmacy services are maintained and
reviewed to assist in purchasing & ordering decisions.
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RE V . J O SEP H D EN I S H É B E R T P R E S C H OOL
On February 5th, children from the communities of Las
Lomitas, La Virgen, El Portillo, El Zapote and La Pita
started the 2018 school year at the recently completed Rev.
Joseph Denis Hébert Preschool.
The preschool was funded by a generous donor who
wished to establish a legacy to honour Fr. Denis’ dedication
to the people of Nicaragua. The land for the preschool
was donated by Mr. Isidro Antonio Andrade Rivera, and
the first stone of the foundation was laid on October 23rd,
2017.
Mr. Andrade Rivera stated: “I do not have children [that]
go to class, but I have grandchildren and great-grandchildren. There are also many [other] children here who need a
little school, so I [gave] the land [to] build [one].”
Now, thanks to the generosity of the Canadian donor, Mr.
Andrade Rivera, and the hard work of the community, 24
children are enrolled in this new school.

The class in action in their new space!

The first students to attend Rev. Joseph Denis Hébert
Preschool

The students enjoy a snack in the new school

FUNDACCO reports that the school is overwhelmingly and
emotionally welcome in the community, by both students
and parents. Some parents have reported that their children
want to stay in class instead of going home at the end of
the day!
This project has impacted these communities in
profound ways, providing a safe and positive space for
learning, and giving students the opportunity to succeed.
The new facilities include latrines and clean drinking water,
promoting good health and hygiene practices at an early age.
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2 0 1 8 N ICA R A G UA TR IP U PDA T E!
In January 2018, a team from Roots of Change
made the foundation’s annual trip to connect
with FUNDACCO and discuss important
issues. Below is a report from Rick LeBlanc,
outlining the highlights of this trip:

of Father Denis’ closest friends. A very
informative presentation on the Nicaragua’s
geological formations containing water was
made by their resident engineer.

“Our official trip to meet with our counterpart
in Managua at the end of January was short but
productive.

The second day was spent in the FUNDACCO
office auditing their financial records and
reviewing new accounting software that was
recently installed.

The first day consisted of a morning board
meeting where we discussed pre-established
agenda items from both FUNDACCO and the
Roots of Change. The entire FUNDACCO
board was present and there were three of
us representing the Roots of Change, Ken
Handford, myself, and a generous donor from
Canada who donated funds to build a preschool in the north of the country.

The third and final day of our trip started with
an early morning 4 hour drive north, close to
the Honduras border where there was the official opening of a pre-school. The building was
built by locals on donated land and financed
entirely by a donation. It was an emotional
ceremony attended by approximately 80 people
as the school was dedicated and named in
honor of our founder, Father Denis.”

In the afternoon, we were taken to a water well
drilling company, the owner of whom was one

The community celebrates the
opening of the Rev. Joseph Denis Hébert
Preschool

WATE R P R O JE CT IN P A R TN E R S H IP W I T H SSVP
In 2016 representatives from the community of Loma Verde asked FUNDACCO
for support for some crucial upgrading required for their water system. At about
the same time, Roots of Change had initiated conversations with the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) in Edmonton to possibly develop a relationship to
support the work being done in Nicaragua by FUNDACCO. Several meetings and
phone calls later, both in Canada and in Nicaragua, SSVP agreed to provide the
funding for the Loma Verde project.
New tanks were installed Nov. 27th, 2017, and community members now have
access to water four days a week on alternating days, enough to perform their
domestic activities.
The families in the community are grateful they no longer have to carry water
long distances or drink contaminated water. Doña Melba Luz Vílchez said: “The
children suffered from diarrhea, even one lady died from drinking contaminated
water, and that was a red alert for us. Now the children do not get sick.”
A committee has been formed in the community, which will maintain and protect
the improved water system, as well as ensure its proper use.
We extend our sincere gratitude to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul for their
support of this project, and we congratulate FUNDACCO on their execution of
the project!
Plans are currently under way for presentation of more projects of similar size
and scope to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, who are anxious to enhance their
international initiatives in partnership with FUNDACCO.
Above: The completed Water Project
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
June 11, 2018

All supporters of the Roots of Change Foundation are welcome and
encouraged to attend the foundation’s Annual General Meeting.
The election of five new Board members will take place at this year’s
meeting.
In addition, there are also three other vacancies on the Board. We
invite anyone interested in sharing their time and talents to help our
Nicaraguan brothers and sisters to contact Eugene Malo
(dem2.malo@gmail.com) for further information.
Watch our website for the time and location of the AGM.

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA PROVIDES FUNDING FOR
NICARAGUA!
Under the Community Initiatives Program funded by Alberta Culture,
grants are available to fund eligible International projects.
In June 2017, Roots of Change Foundation submitted an application
for funding to support the work being done at the Rafael Arcangel
Clinic in Managua.
We are happy to report that in December, we received word that our
application for $25,000.00 was successful. Many thanks to Alberta
Culture for their support of international work to which Albertans are
engaged and committed.

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST

Do you still want to receive our Newsletters and
updates?
Please consider joining our e-Newsletter list and
help us reduce printing and mailing costs!
Contact mail@rootsofchange.ca to make the
switch today & help us send more of your
donation dollars to Nicaragua!

The goal for our 2018 Fundraising Campaign is $ 250,000.
Tax receipts are issued for donations of $20 or more.
Registered Charity Number: 813205077RR001

BECOME A

MONTHLY DONOR!

By signing up to become a monthly donor, you can help provide consistant and reliable support to the poor in Nicaragua. Choose your prefered amount and, on
the first of every month, your regular donation will automatically help fund new projects through FUNDACCO. Thank you for helping improve the quality of life for
families and communities in need!
To become a monthly donor, submit the enclosed form and your bank account information (VOID cheque or bank issued account confirmation) via

1

EMAIL: donations@rootsofchange.ca

OR
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MAIL: Roots of Change Foundation
PO Box 92
St. Albert, AB T8N 1N2

I / We will help the poor in Nicaragua with a gift every month

www.rootsofchange.ca
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