THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

United Church of Christ and Unitarian Universalist Association
December 1, 2019     Word, Communion, and Baptism    10 AM
Gathering Songs                                       Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        
Centering Music       “Open the Eyes of My Heart”                 H No. 151
Choral Response                   

Call to Worship                                                     Alta Pratt, Deacon
L: Awaken to a season of anticipation. God is offering peace within and among us.
P: How good it is to gather in God’s house! God draws us together for this time of worship. 

L: God calls us to celebrate our diversity. Differences shall no longer divide us.
P: We want to see one another through God’s eyes. We will look for the good in our neighbors.
L: Seek the highest and best for each other. Come to the mountain of God’s love.
P: We will follow in the paths where God leads. Our ears are open to hear God’s instructions.
* Hymn                  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”         H No. 37
Lighting the First Advent Candle 
L: Daniel gave the Jewish people hope for justice and vindication.

P: And Jesus uttered the greatest words of hope. We give thanks for all those who have lived and carried hope through the ages to today. May we remember them as we light the candle of HOPE.

(The candle of HOPE is lit)
P: This week, God, we covenant with you and with each other, to spread the light of Hope beyond these doors. Amen.
Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation                “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                H No. 414
Scripture                              1 John 1:5–6
God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true.
Unison Prayer of Confession: Eternal God, you have brought us to this moment of confrontation. We cannot escape your judgment of our hidden deceits. You know when we are jealous of others. You observe our quarrels with one another. You see how we seek self-gratification rather than your ways. Come among us now to turn us toward the paths where you want to lead us.  Amen.
Assurance               “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
in the light of his glory and grace.

Scripture                                  Psalm 122                              H No. 705
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests                  “Cares Chorus”
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.

Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine 
like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 
Baptism of Prescott Christopher Snell
[Pastor interviews the parents, Caleigh and Jonathan Snell, and
then the congregation:]
Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise your love and care to Prescott as he lives and grows in Christ?

[all the people]: We do, with the help of God.

Christ be with you.

And also with you.

[Pastor prays, then addresses the parents, then says]: 
Prescott Christopher Snell, I baptize you in the name of the Father . . . and of the Son . . . and of the Holy Spirit.
[the people]: Amen.

The Holy Spirit be upon you, Prescott Snell, child of God . . . .

[godparents, Michael and Anna Moran]: Child of God . . . .

Member of Christ’s family . . .

[parents and godparents]: Member of Christ’s family!

[everyone]: God, give to Prescott strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, hope of new life in Jesus, and the freedom of love and truth. Amen.

[applause for the family]
Scripture                         John 9:4–5
4“We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
Sermon                       “While It Is Day”                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                                 Alta Pratt, Deacon
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
*Doxology                                                                                     H No. 563
*Offering Prayer
* Hymn                 “As with Gladness Men of Old”                   H No. 144
Words and Prayer of Institution    Sacrament of Communion    
  Invitation

  Sharing of the Elements  (gluten free bread and grape juice)
  Unison: God, sanctify us through communion with our risen Savior.

Jesus, we hold on to your promise that we will someday sit down with you at banquet in your heavenly kingdom. 

* Hymn                   “O Day of God, Draw Nigh”                      H No. 221
* Benediction                                                    First Church President
L: Let us live honorable as in the day. May we have nothing to hide from God or others. 

P: We seek to live in the light of God’s love. We want to be ready when Christ comes.
L: We have been privileged to ascend God’s mountains. We are honored by God’s call to us.
P: It has been good to meet together in God’s house. It is good to serve together in God’s world.
L: May we carry the peace of God wherever we go. Let us share that peace with all whom we meet.

P: For the sake of all, we say, “Peace be with you.” To all the world, we promise, “We will seek your good.” Amen.
Extinguishing the Candles

* Congregat. Response   “Let us Talents & Tongues Employ”    H 536
* Postlude                                                Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                           THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH________
Today    



1st Sunday of Advent                 

  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               9:15 A.M.
Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve



10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Sacrament 

                             
Baptism of Prescott Christopher Snell 

Greeter: Carol Vecchi

Ushers: Louise and Bob Chisholm

No Elementary Sunday school 
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour / Hostesses: June Metcalf &

  Nancy Patenaude

Tues., Dec. 3       10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
No Line Dance – Resumes January 7, 2020 
Wed., Dec. 4          6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., Dec. 5
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.


10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  1:30 P.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m. 

 

  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve

Fri., Dec. 6
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.______________
                                           LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, Dec. 8
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                               9:15 A.M.
No Confirmation Class with Pastor Steve

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 

                             
Elementary Sunday school–Sharon Fenn
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour / Hostesses: Martha Amara


  and Lesley Anderson


Mission and Outreach Program

  Sara Zigouras “Trades of Hope”

                             11:15 A.M.
Deacon’s Meeting

Monday, Dec. 9
  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

  
Tues., Dec. 10     10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 11
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., Dec. 12
10:00 A.M.
Office Open

 

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



  1:30 P.M.
Pastor Steve’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., Dec. 13
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2:00 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 15
11:00 A.M.
Christmas Brunch and After Fair Sale___
On Sunday, November 24, we collected $ 747.00 towards meeting our weekly
budget need of $1,451.00
Mission and Outreach has named the month of December as “baking products” month. Please bring in your items on any Sunday to help fill the shelves of the W.B. Food Pantry. 
                                  Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	Victoria & Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s parent’s
	Lung cancer

	Theresa Capachione
	Christine Chisholm’s friend
	Cancer

	Winnie Christensen
	First Church Member
	Health issues

	Larry Flanagan
	Jane Hatch’s relative
	Needs heart/lung transplant

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jack
	Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Karen
	Edna Shave’s daughter
	

	Joe and Cathy Kelley
	Members of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Kerry
	June and Ron Metcalf’s friend
	Lymphoma

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Ashley Lyons
	Charlie Edson’s daughter
	Prayers for healing

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Brenda McClare
	Janet Salvador’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Elaine Phaneuf
	Maria’s friend
	Cancer

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Patricia Santilli
	Keith Crosby’s friend
	Cancer

	Dorothy Seablom
	First Church Member
	Healing from back pain

	Warren Shave
	Edna Shave’s husband
	Multiple health issues

	Ian Asa Straka
	Leslie Simpson’s son
	Poor health issues

	Judy Thelen
	Leslie Simpson’s friend
	Severe memory loss


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________  

Reason _________________________________________________________________
