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Please take the bulletin with you  
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  
 
Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17                                                                                                                                                       
1 Corinthians 1:26–31                                                                                                                                                                         
Matthew 3:13–17 
 
In His Baptism, Jesus Takes His Place with Sinners 
 
Our Lord Jesus is baptized “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:13–17). He partakes of a baptism for sinners in 
order that He might be our substitute and bear the judgment we deserve. In the water, Jesus trades places with 
us. Our sin becomes His sin. His righteousness becomes our righteousness. Our glory, therefore, is in “Christ 
Jesus, who became to us . . . righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:26–31). Jesus is the 
“chosen” One sent from the Father to release us from the prison house of sin and death (Is. 42:1–7). Baptized 
into Christ, we also become the chosen ones, beloved of the Father. We cross the Jordan with Jesus (Joshua 3) 
through death into the promised land of new life with God. 
 
Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer                                                                                                                           

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant that we may 
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Music for Reflection 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn 
In Christ Alone 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 



Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
(CCLI Song # 3350395             Keith Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of 
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com     CCLI License # 11451003 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie)                                      LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Glory to God in the Highest (Gloria in Excelsis) LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 

http://www.ccli.com/


    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
 
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
 
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved 
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their 
calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading                                                                                            Joshua 3:1-3, 7-8, 13-17 
After Joshua had gotten up early in the morning, he and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and arrived at 

the Jordan. They stayed there until they crossed over. 2After three days the officers went through the camp 3and 
gave this order to the people: “As soon as you see the priests from the tribe of Levi carrying the Ark of the 
Covenant of the LORD your God, you are to set out from your position and follow the ark.  

7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel so that they will know that 
just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8You are the one who will give this order to the priests carrying 
the Ark of the Covenant: ‘As soon as you come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you are to stand still in the 
Jordan.’” 

13As soon as the soles of the feet of the priests carrying the Ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, come to 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing down from upstream will be cut off, and they 
will stand up in one heap.” 

14So the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan, and the priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant 
went ahead of the people. 15As soon as the priests carrying the ark came to the Jordan, and as soon as their feet 
dipped into the edge of the water (the Jordan is full and overflows all its banks during all the days of the grain 
harvest), 16the waters flowing down from upstream came to a standstill. The waters piled up in one heap, very far 
away, at Adam, the town that is next to Zarethan, and the waters flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah, that is, 
the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people crossed the Jordan opposite Jericho. 17The priests carrying 
the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel was crossing 
over on dry ground, until the entire nation had finished crossing the Jordan. 
 

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C    Thanks be to God. 

 



New Testament/Epistle        1 Corinthians 1:26–31 
26For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a human point of view, not many 

were powerful, and not many were born with high status. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to put 
to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to put to shame the things that are strong, 
28and God chose the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the things that are not, to do away 
with the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before God. 30But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us the wisdom from God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31God 
did this so that, just as it is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”  
 

P    This is the Word of the Lord.  
C     Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                                                         Matthew 3:13-17 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14But John tried to stop him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 

15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
let him. 16After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened 
for him! He saw the Spirit of God, descending like a dove and landing on him, 17and a voice out of the heavens 
said, “This is my Son, whom I love. I am well pleased with him.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 



          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Message Hymn 

 
O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright           395 

1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
You shine with God’s own truth and light, 
    Aglow with grace and mercy! 
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 
Our Lord and master, You have won 
    Our hearts to serve You only! 
        Lowly, holy! 
    Great and glorious, 
    All victorious, 
        Rich in blessing! 
Rule and might o’er all possessing! 

 
2 Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine, 

And deep within our hearts now shine; 
    There light a flame undying! 
In Your one body let us be 
As living branches of a tree, 
    Your life our lives supplying. 
        Now, though daily 
    Earth’s deep sadness 
    May perplex us 
        And distress us, 
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us. 

 
3 Lord, when You look on us in love, 

At once there falls from God above 
    A ray of purest pleasure. 
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food. 
    You are our dearest treasure! 
        Let Your mercy 
    Warm and cheer us! 
    O draw near us! 
        For You teach us 
God’s own love through You has reached us. 

 



4 Almighty Father, in Your Son 
You loved us when not yet begun 
    Was this old earth’s foundation! 
Your Son has ransomed us in love 
To live in Him here and above: 
    This is Your great salvation. 
        Alleluia! 
    Christ the living, 
    To us giving 
        Life forever, 
Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 

 
5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 
6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510 
 
Children's Message  
Message   “Jesus Goes to Where We Are” 
 
Stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 

P.  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 
Brief silence 
 
 

P. Heavenly Father, You have revealed Your Son to us in the wondrous Epiphany in the Jordan. So also 
You have revealed Your name and blessing to us in Holy Baptism, declaring us Your beloved heirs. 
Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, living with joy as Your baptized children. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. Preserve Your Holy Church here and scattered throughout the world. Give steadfast faith to all 
Christians by the preaching of Your Word and through the Holy Sacraments, and send laborers into 



Your harvest. Enliven the love of Your saints to bear one another’s burdens and to show mercy toward 
those outside of the Church. Quicken us in the hope of eternal life in Christ Jesus. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. Preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn husband and wife toward one another in 
love, equip fathers and mothers for their holy duty as teachers of the faith, and preserve all children in 
the saving faith and certain promises of their Baptism unto life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. Preserve our nation, its leaders and those who serve for the good of our people and for their 
protection. Grant peace in our time, O Lord, for You alone fight for us. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. Give comfort and relief to those who are sick, depressed, tired, confused or in any need especially 
those whom we have named on our prayer list and those we now name in the thoughts of our hearts . . . 
. . . . Watch over all expectant mothers and their children, that they may have a safe delivery and be 
brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism and Your name. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. At Your invitation, O Father, we come to Your Supper for rest. Preserve us from impenitence and 
unbelief, cleanse us from our unrighteousness, and clothe us with the righteousness purchased with 
Your blood. Lord, in Your mercy,  
C. hear our prayer. 

 
P. Lord God, heavenly Father, You manifested Yourself, with the Holy Spirit, in the fullness of grace at 
the baptism of Your dear Son and, with Your voice, directed us to Him who has borne our sins, that we 
might receive grace and the remission of sins. Keep us, we beseech You, in the true faith. Since we have 
been baptized in accordance with Your command and the example of Your dear Son, we pray You to 
strengthen our faith by Your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting life and salvation; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
C. Amen. 

 
Blessing (Benediction)                                                       LSB 234  

P    The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C    Amen.  

 
(Internet livestreaming ends here) 
 
Sit 

 
Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface                                                  LSB 208  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)         LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
 
 



Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 
those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 
Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart + in peace. 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)                               LSB 211 
C 1  O Lord, now let Your servant 

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
 
2  All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Blessing (Benedicamus)                                        LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing (Benediction) 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Closing Hymn     
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise            394 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
    Manifested by the star 
    To the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 

Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
    And at Cana wedding guest 
    In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in pow’r divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
3 Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
    Manifest in valiant fight, 
    Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
4 Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
    Christ will then like lightning shine, 
    All will see His glorious sign; 
All will then the trumpet hear, 
All will see the Judge appear; 
    Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
    God in man made manifest. 

 
5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 
    Grace to imitate Thee now 
    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we might become like Thee 
At Thy great epiphany 
    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
    God in man made manifest. 

Text: Public domain 
 

 
Music for Reflection 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the EHV® Bible (The Evangelical Heritage 

Version®), copyright © 2019 by Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 



For announcements, please see this week’s Communicator 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 


