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Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find

comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of

the original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children

should challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does?

 October 6, 2024 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS FOLLOWING HURRICANE HELENE        

SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 43:1b-4a

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;

I have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.

For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

MOMENT OF SILENCE            

Take a moment of quiet prayer and reflection.

LITANY         

O Lord, when the water rage and foam,

Still the storms and grant us your peace.

When the gift of creation becomes burden,

Still the storms and grant us your peace.

When our fears threaten to overtake us, 

Still the storms and grant us your peace.

Speak your word to the wind and to the sea,

Fill us with faith.

Show us your care in the service of others,

Fill us with compassion.

Make the joy of your peace overflow in our lives,

Fill us with hope.

PRAYER  

Gracious God,

Your word of peace stills the storms that rage in our world. Bring hope to places that know

devastation in the calm after the storm. Bring comfort to those who grieve the loss of loved ones and

property. Bring hope to those struggling with uncertainty. Let your love be known through those who

work to bring order in the chaos. Help us to be your hands and heart on earth, that we may be able to

provide aid. Make us the bearers of the hope that can be found in you through Jesus Christ our Savior

and Lord. 

Amen.



PRELUDE          Canzona - Girolamo Frescobaldi     

Please quietly reflect and prepare for worship during the music.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your

Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and

grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister

of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at

baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

The prelude’s purpose is

to prepare your heart,

your hands, and your

mind for worship. The

Lord is worthy of our

preparation and the

prelude provides us a time

to do just that.

Washed in water and

marked with the cross,

the baptized children of

God are united with

Christ, and through him,

with other believers, we

confess our sins and

return to our baptism. In

forgiveness God raises us

up again.

The paraments, which are

the hangings on the altar,

pulpit, and lectern, are

green for ordinary time.

For growth and

discipleship.
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GATHERING HYMN 

#879 For the Beauty of the Earth

The Hymns proclaim

the Gospel in song. We

sing a variety of hymns to

help us tell God’s story.

The Apostolic Greeting

is given by the Pastor

using the words of the

Apostle Paul in 2 Cor

13:13. In this greeting

the assembly is rooted in

the Triune life of God.

GREETING

During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.
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KYRIE
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

The assembly is seated.

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one

another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust

like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST  READING Genesis 2:18-24

The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be

alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” So out of the

ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and

every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what

he would call them; and whatever the man called every living

creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle,

and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but

for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the

Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he

slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with

flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man

he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the

man said,

  “This at last is bone of my bones

 and flesh of my flesh;

  this one shall be called Woman,

 for out of Man this one was taken.”

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to

his wife, and they become one flesh.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
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The prayer of the day is

typically a prayer focused

around the scripture texts

for the day.

The Word part of our

liturgy, is where we hear

“the living voice of the

Gospel.” We experience

this in the Biblical

readings, a sermon based

around these readings,

and the hymn of the day.



O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your

name in all the earth!

you whose glory is chanted above

the heavens out of the mouths of

infants and children;  you have set

up a fortress against your enemies,

to silence the foe and avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the

work of your fingers, the moon and

the stars you have set in their courses,

what are mere mortals that you

should be mindful of them,  human

beings that you should care for

them? 

Yet you have made them little less than

divine; with glory and honor you

crown them.

You have made them rule over the

works of your hands;  you have put

all things under their feet:

all flocks and cattle, even the wild

beasts of the field,

the birds of the air, the fish of the

sea, and whatever passes along the

paths of the sea.

O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your

name in all the earth! 

SECOND  READING  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through

whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint

of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as

much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

  Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But

someone has testified somewhere,

  “What are human beings that you are mindful of them,

 or mortals, that you care for them?

  You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;

 you have crowned them with glory and honor,

 subjecting all things under their feet.”

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do

not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was

made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

  It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For

the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,

  “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 8
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GOSPEL Mark 8:27-38

The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to

divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They

said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.”

But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this

commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them

male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be

joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two,

but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

  Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to

them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against

her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

  People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them;

and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant

and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to

such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not

receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them

up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN SERMON

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
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As Lutheran Christians

we have three creeds to

articulate our faith. The

Apostles’ , Nicene, and

Athanasian Creeds.

Through the Apostles’

Creed we confess our faith

in the triune God: Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit

HYMN OF THE DAY

#769 If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Living together in hope and trust, let us confess our faith together. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  he

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the

communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



The prayers of intercession

are prepared in advance by

writers from across the

Church based around the

scripture for a given week.

PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The congregation is invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another

The assembly sits. 10

The passing of the peace is

traditionally part of the

liturgy, so that anyone in

the gathered assembly may

have a time to be

reconciled to one another

before sharing the meal.

Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the

whole creation.

A brief silence.

God of our ancestors, we give thanks for the church in all times. May we listen for

the prophets of this age who bear messages that stir the church toward renewal

and justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator of every creature on earth, direct our lives toward the renewal and

sustaining of cattle, birds of the air, animals of the field, and those who share our

homes. Reveal the ways we can work alongside creation for the health and well-

being of all. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, we give thanks that you are mindful and benevolent to even us,

mere mortals. Accompany us when hardness of heart gets in the way of justice

between people and nations. Endow leaders with minds for justice and hearts for

compassion. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Restoring Lord, grant healing and wholeness to those who are sick and suffering

especially Jan, Janet, Joyce, Phyllis, Larry, Bob, Ellie, Mary, John, Pat, Karl, Otti,

Anna, Fran, Pat, Susan, Charlie, Amanda, Rick, Ron, and all those we name aloud

or silently in our hearts. Work through medical professionals to diagnose, ease

pain, and give life to all who seek their wisdom and experience. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Unifying God, humans were created for relationship with the earth, its creatures,

and one another. Forgive us when division threatens companionship, mutual

support, and unity among us. May your love inspire us to build supportive

communities of faith where all are cherished. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of resurrection, you prepare a place in the kingdom through Christ’s death

and resurrection. We give thanks for the saints who have taken their place at your

heavenly banquet. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the

saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

 A musical offering is

given to God in our

worship as the gifts of the

assembly are collected.

This is a reminder of

God’s abundance. We

offer back  to God just a

small portion of what

God has  given us, so that

the mission of God can be

realized.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together.

Blessed are you, O God,

source of every gift of your creation.

By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

OFFERTORY    

The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY HYMN  
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In the meal part of our

liturgy we prepare to come

to Christ’s table. In the

Great Thanksgiving we

focus on being thankful

for all God has done and

for all God has given to

us. In the Eucharistic

Prayer, we ask God to

send the Holy Spirit to

this meal and we ask

that Christ will fulfill his

promise to be in the bread

and wine.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the

sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the

cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this

is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and

for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of

me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await

his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all

who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now

and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father,

    who art in heaven,

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come,

    thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;

   and forgive us our trespasses,

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;

   and lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

   and the power, and the glory, 

   forever and ever.  Amen.
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The assembly is seated.

COMMUNION

This is the Lord’s table. Jesus is the host. We are Christ’s guests. Jesus welcomes everyone

to come, to eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. Visitors and children are welcome to

receive communion. Those who do not receive communion are welcomed forward to receive

a blessing.  Gluten-free wafers and grape juice are available.  The pastor and communion

assistant will come to the pews of those unable to come forward.  

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Each person may respond: Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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The Lamb of God is a

title for Jesus that appears

in John 1:29. It is here

that we are reminded that

our Lord is present and

we are to behold his glory.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come

and eat at God’s table.



COMMUNION HYMN 

#644 Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue
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The assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep

you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray together.

Holy God,

you have welcomed us to this meal

and fed us with dignity at your table.

Send us now to welcome others

and to be at peace with one another,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING   

 God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Our final part of our

liturgy is the sending. We

are sent out into the

world reminded of God’s

mission and strengthened

by the presence of Christ

and one another through

the power of the Holy

Spirit.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

#840 Now Thank We All Our God

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB165339. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of

Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #735631-A.
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DISMISSAL

The assembly is sent into mission.  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE
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“The Mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church as a part of the family of God is

to share God in Christ with the World by equipping one another through

worship, learning, witness, service and support.”
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This  week’s cover art  by Martin Erspamer, OSB 

In Isaiah, we read of God’s enduring love, even through times of storm and flood.

Psalm 107:29-31 similarly states that God calms the storm.

There are stories of Jesus calming a storm in all four gospels: Luke 8:22-25, Matthew 8:23-27,

Mark 4:36-41, and John 6:16-21. 

May these texts and prayers bring you comfort and hope through the recovery and relief from

Hurricane Helene. 
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Welcome to St. Paul’s

In celebrating God’s beauty and strength created through diversity, we welcome, value, and include all of

God’s children regardless of race, culture, age, sexual orientation, gender expression, ability, appearance, or

citizenship. St. Paul’s is committed to racial equality. 

Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the

Church to those who are baptized. If you are unable to receive Holy Communion at the altar, please notify an

usher to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at the table for a blessing. We use red wine and

bread at communion, and offer grape juice and gluten-free wafers. Inform your server at the rail if you desire

either. 

Distribution of the Communion Elements take place as follows: 

Exit the pew to the side aisles. Empty cups are obtained from the trays located by the front exit. Proceed to the

altar. Persons on the right side (lectern side) proceed to the back of the altar rail and fill forward towards the

front. The left side (pulpit side) proceed to the front of the altar rail and fill towards the back. After

communing, depart down the center aisle to your seat. Please place your cup in one of the baskets. 

St. Paul’s Live Stream Policy

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church live streams the 11:00 AM service every Sunday. The service is posted to  

Vimeo and Facebook. In addition, special services may be live streamed.

1.

 The 8:30 AM service is not live streamed and is available for attendance by those who do not wish to be

recorded. For live streamed services there will be a “No Video Zone” designated in the Narthex.

2.

It is recommended that all livestream services include a disclaimer about the service being recorded,

posted on a visible location at the entrance of the sanctuary and written in the bulletin. 

3.

 Children must have a signed waiver from their parent or guardian before being recorded.4.

 We will not share personal or identifying information while a service is being live streamed, this includes

during announcement, prayer requests, or the sermon.

5.


