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FRIEASE NUEER 19665
SAIGON, 18 JULY
REFORTED THIS LATE:
1» The HACOI Press Relations Branch'duty officer for the night of 18 July is Maj.
FoWo Schulfze, AKUN L0079, If he cannct be reached at the Press fielations Office or

T ® 1 424
2% his quarters, newsmen should call the MACY Emergency Actions Center, ARVN L0602

or L0663, to obtain the number where he can be reached,

2. EBight US Air Force F=105 Thunderchiefs, supported by three oiner airerall,;
etyuck the Yen Bay Ordnance Depot and darshalling Yards, located 75 miles northwest
of lanoi, this afternoon (July 17) at 1510K.

Expending 21 tons of 750-pound bombz, the pilobs reportad five bgilrli,n.gs destroyed
and six others damaged at the depot, AL the rr_a:r’;xhall;mg yards, the pllots reported
15 boxcars danaged, "

Clear weather was reported during e ﬁissibn from,Which all planes returned
safely, No unfriendly aircraft weré sighted but heavy flalt wes

s ennounteved over the
tarzet.

3, A flight of four US Air Force F=105 Thunderchiefls conduct ed 21 aried reconnaissance
over North Vietnam, striking a concrgte bridge on Route 7, about 135 miles southwest
of Hanoi. Pilots reported bombs on ta;*.'get, but cwmoke and cdust prevented accurate
assesament of damage., A truck park loca;l}edl in t};@ same area was hit by Z.75-inch
rockets, but again, tree foliage prevented accurate assessment ol danage.

A total of nine tons of 750-pound bombs and reckets were nupopped. eather was
4000 broken overcast, .

Ko enemy aircraft were spotted and no anti-aireraft fMre was encounbered. A1d

aircraft returned safely, Time over tarpet was 1320H yesterdé& (July 17).
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Le A Llight four USAP ¥ ) Lhund i
e ight of four USAF Fel05 Jhunderchiefs condueted an nrmed régonnaissance
L GIen wLlaloSanCe

over North Vietnan iking a cones id
rin Vietnan, striking a concrete bridee on Roube 7. about 155 miles southwest
g 1 toute ¥, aboul 155 niles southwes

of lienoi, and the nearby Muong Sen Hilitary Area et 1325H vesteyday (17 July). Filets
said the Lridge was destroyed, with wrackage observed in the water, and thet two
nuildings were destroyed and others set afire at the miiitary camp,
Fine tons of 750-pound bombs and 2,75-inch rockebs were expended., seather was
high overcast.
No anti-aircraft fire or enemy aircraft were spotted and all USAF aircraft

returned safely,

5., A flight of four USAPF F-)05 Thunderchiafs hit thé Yen Boy Hailroad Marshalling
Yards, about 75 miles northwest of lanoi yesterday (July 17). Filots rejorisd
destroying three large buildings. The Strike began at about 13201 and nine tone of
750-pound bombs, in addition to 2,75~inch rockets, were dropped on the target,
weather was good, no anti-ajreralt fire was encountered and no enemy aircraft

were spotted, All USAF aircraft returned safely.

6. A flight of four USAF F-105 Thunderchiels attacked ferry complexes end barges
while conducting an armed route reconnajssance mission over Forth Vietnam yesterday
(July 17). Beginning at 1400, pilots reported cratering the northern edge of 2
ferry complex located on Route 101 about &0 miles north of the DE2. A second ferry

complex, located about 60 miles rorth of the D, was hit and both of ils approaches

were cratered,

A barge was discovered in a river about 55 miles north of the DiZ and was heavily

daraged .
%ine tons of 750-pound bowbs and rockets were dropped on the targets, Weater
was high overcast, light anti-aircraft fire was encounterad., o cnhemy alreralt were

sighted and all USAF aircraft returned safely.
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T o Flight of four Vi.AF AlH Skyralders, on an armed recornnaissince nmission over
lierth Vietnam yesterday {(July 17), struck s barracke area and highway facilities.

An Arny barracks area about 30 milee north of the UZ was hit with four tons
of 250-pound bombs and Zuni rockets, with 1l buildings reportsd destroyed and 10
da:sged, In nddition, a bridge five miles north of the barracks area was heavily
damaged.

‘"he strike began at about 15101, Weather was clear. No anti-aireraft five or

nears siveraft were encountered and all VHAF aircraft returned safely.
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n arred reconnaissance niseios

0L R fliglt of four ViiAP Alh Skyraiders conducted &
over lorth Vietnam yesterday (July 17), hitting bridges along Highway 101 and @
Lapracks area in the same region with two tons of 250-pound borbs and Zuni rockets#.
The first of two bridges was struck and heavily damaged at 1515, It is
locabed about 15 miles nortr of the IMZ, A second bridge, sbout 30 miles north of
the UMZ, was aestroyed,
In the Larracks area, one building was destroyed and one was damzged. Weather

wag 3000 scaltered to croken and ne enemy aircraft were sighbed,

No anti-aircraft fire was encountered snd all VNAF aircraft returned safely.

11. Two US Navy FLs, both from the Independence, conducted an aymed route
reconnaissance over Horth Vietnam yesterday evening (July 17) veginning at 1700H,
The planes attacked two bridges, one on Route 119, about 65 riles south of
Hanoi; the other on Route 118, about 80 miles south of Hanoi, The approaches te
both bridges were cratered., About one ton ¢f 250-pound boubs was expended on the
targete., Good visibility was reported over the area.
No ground fire or enemy planes were encountered, and bobth aiveraft returned

safely.

12. Two US Navy AL Skyhawks from the Indepesrdence, cond cted an armed route
reconnaissance over North Vietnan yesterday evening {(July 17) Leginaing at 1730H,
The planes attacked a railroad tunnel about 220 miles south of Henoi and
aestroyed one of the tunnel entrances, Over one ton of 500-pound boumbs were expended
on the target. Good visibility was re-orted over the area.
Ko rround fire or enemy planes were encountered, and voth aircraft returned

cafely-

13. Two US Navy Ahs from the Independence, concucted armed route reconnaissance
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over lorth Vietnem yesterday evening {July 17) beginning at 1710H. .

The planes attacked two bridges, one a hignway bridge on Route 15, about 190
miles south of Hanoi, the other, a railroad bridge about 180 miles south of Hanol.
Lignt damage was inflicted on the first bridge, and both approaches were damaged at the
second. Over one ton of 500-pound bombs was expended on the targeis,

Good visibility was reported over the area. No ground fire was encountered and

both aircraft returned safely. No unfriendly aircraft were sighted.

14. Fifteen US Navy A4 Skyhawks, supported by three F8 Crusaders, from the 7th Fleet
carrier Coral Sea, struck the ithanh Hoa Railroad and Highway Bridge in North
Vietnam - yesterday morning (July 17) at 1130H.

Filots reported one span was danaged, volh approaches were cratered and the
railroad tracks cut., Five tons of 1000 and 50C0-pound bombs and Zunl rockets were
expended on the tarpet, Clear wealher was reported over the target.

Some flak was encountered, but all aircraft returned safely. HNo enemy planes

were sighted,

15. idarine air, infantry and artillery combined yesterday (July 17) to hit a
sizeable VC force about eight miles southwest of the Da lang Air Uase.

Fleven VC dead were counted. The action started about mid-afternoon when two
platoons of liarines, on routine patrol, came under VC mortar fire. An air strike
was called and was followed by artillery fire, The harines were gtill receiving
1i;ht small arms fire as they made a complete sweep of the area near la Chow
Villsge. The sweep was completed early last night when the remaining VC fled.

Marine cacualties from this action were light, and other light casualties

were cncountered from anti-personnel booby traps curing patrols in the Chu Lai

area.

16, Five U.l. Na.y AL Skyhawks from the 7th Fleet carrier UsS Coral Sea conducted
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an armec route reconnaissance over liorth Vietnam this norning begimning at 0700i,
hitting two targets uith 1000, 2000-pound torks and Zuni rockets.
Returning pilots reported hitting the My i'uc radar site and storase area on
. the coast, about 75 miles couth of Hanoi. Secondary explosions were observed from
some huildings and smoke frow fires obscured further assessment of damages, They
also hit a bridge on route 1A about 105 mwiles scuth of Hanoi, cratering the approaches,
Weather was reported as heavy overcast with five miles visikility. No unfriendly
aireraft were sighted and no anti-aircraft [ire was encountered, .oth planes

returned safely to the carrier.

17. Navy inecountry summery, 17 July. US Navy and Marine Corps pilots from the 7th
Fleet carrier USS Oriskany flew more than 120 sorties yesterday (July 17) against
VC concentrations in the IV Corps area of the RVN, Prineiple targets were VC
troop emplacenents, associated facilities and river shipping. More than 120 tons
of bombs were dropped. Zuni rcclcts and 20mm cannon fire were also used, Forward
air controllers estirated many VC troops killed, 113 structures destroyed and 85
damaged. Eight sampans were sunk and a VO corpunications station 170 miles south-
east of Saigon was badly dazaged,

Two secondary exrlcsions were cbserved in an area 70 miles southwest of Saigon.
Weather in the ares was good. Light inaccurate small arms fire was reported. In
addition to the strike sorties, four coastal suljeillance photo sorties were flown.

All aircraft returned safely to the Oriskany.

18. In the 2h-hour period ending at OHOOH today, 2d Adr Division pilots flew 84
combat sorties against VC tar-ets in South Vietnam, fiying F-104 Starfighters, F-100
Supersabres, B-57 Canberras and AlE Skyraiders, VNAF pilots pounded VC positions
with 59 strike sorties flown in Alll Skyralders. Tarpets for the day included,

river shi;ping, training areas, supply sreas, base can;s and troop concentrations.



.US:\F forward air controllers in O-l }%ﬁ{ijd Logs, whe directed the attacks, reported
an estimated 4O VC guerrillas killed, 85 buildings destroyed, 60 others severely
damaged and two sampans sunk. An accurate figure on the exact number of guerrillas
killed will not be known until all intellipgence sources have been checked and verified.
During the night tiree USAF C-123 flare aircraft expended 174 flares,

(YS 8773) Binh Tuy. 17 July - At approximately 1630H, a flight of four F-100
Supersabres attacked a VC encanpment located 60 miles east-southeast of Saigon.

The flight, led by Capt. Billy Vinson, 29, of Annison, Ala. » hit the target with
750~pound bombs and strafed it with 20mm cannon fire, Capt. Vinson said, "When

the bombing and strafing runs were completed, the entire encarpment was in flames,
we didn't see any people on the ground and there was no enery ground fire
encountered.” The Capt, also reported destroying a 40-foot wooden spen bridge with
a direct hit on his first pass at the target.

The USAF forward air controller, who directed the attack s reported that 30
bulldings were dcctroyed and 26 others heavily damaged in the attack.

(YS 9074) Binh Tuy., 17 July - Two USAF AlL Skyraiders struck a VC encampment
at approximately 1730li, under direction of a USAF forward air controller. Returning
pilots reported cestroying 13 structures and damaging 15 others, with 260-pound
fragnentation bombs, The target was in an area some 70 miles east-southeast of
Saligon,

Transport Summary: On July 17, USAF, Vi{AF and hAAF cargo aircraft flew 310
resupply sorties to outpoets and bases throughout South Vietnam. The aii-craft
carried 742 passengers and 792 tons of supplies and equipment.

Operations Suimary: Airborne Alert 10/ Air Cover 27/ Close Air Support 160/
Escort Aircraft 9/ Escort Convoy 13/ Escort lielicorters 6/ Comoat Observation 9/
Corbat Support Liaison 109/ Flares 8/ Forward iir Controlled 47/ Psychological warfare

8/ Air Fvacuation 90/ Photo Kecon 11/ Visual kecon 69/ Air Landed Resupply 202/
(NOKEY
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° Airvorne liesupply £/ Uearch and Newcue 6/ Armed Reson 1/ Lirector Finder 3/ Total

Cperutions 730 sorties.

19. Two US Navy Fl, Phantoms fromthe 7th Fleet carrier Coral Sea conducted an armed
route reconnaissance over North Vietnam this morning (July 18), hitting a highway
bridge on Koute 101, about 40 miles north of the DMZ, at 0900H.

Light damage was reported on the bridge by 500-pound bombs. Weather was clear
with 20 wiles visibility., No anti-aircraft fire was encountered ond no unfriendly

aircraft were sighted. Eoth planes returnéd safely te the carrier.

20, Five US Navy AL Skyhawks from the 7th Fleet carrier Coral Sea conducted an
armed route reconnaissance over liorth Vietnam, striking an airiield construction
site about 75 miles south of Hanoi on Koute 118, about O8L5H this morning (July 18).
Pilots reported all bombs on taiget, but lisediate assessm nt of damage was
unavailable. Over six tons of 500 and 10CO-pound bombs were expended.
weather was rerorted as overcast with about 15 miles visibility, lioderate
anti-aircraft fire was encountered, but no unfriendly aircraft were sighted, All

planes returned safely to the carrier.

2l. Eight US Air Porce F=105 Thuncerchiefs struck the Vinh Scn Arny Darracks
located about 24 iriles northwest of Vinh, this morning (July 18) at 1035H.

Pilots exyended 24 tons of 750=-pound bombs anc reforted destroying 12 buildings
and damoging 10 others.

Urdrance eaxpended was 24 tons of 750-pound bombs, Weather was reported as clear,
do anti-aircraft fire or eneny rlanes were encountered anc all planes returned

gafely,

22. Three US Navy Als from the 7th Fleet carrier Coral Sez struck two tarpsets in
North Vietnam while conducting ar armed route reconnaissance this morning (July 18)

at O70CH.,

Expencing over four tons of 10?0, 500 and z50=-pound boitbs, plus Zuni rockets,
}ORE) '
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tile piiots reported striking the Vinh Son Hadar site approximabely 215 miles south
of Hanoi on RHoute JA, ¥llots reperted one building dectroyed and two heavily
damaged.

~#eather was repoprted 3& clear, vieibility unlimited. o antieaircraft flre

or enemy planes were encounterad and all planes roturned safely .

23. Four US Air Force F-105 Thunderchiefs struck three tarzests while conducting
an arsed route reconnaissance over Horth Vietnam (July 18) at 0820H.

The first, a bridge about 90 miles northwest of Vinh, was cestroyed. The other
targets, both about 50 miles north-northwest of Vinh, was attacked. Pilots reported
the two varges desiroyed and light damege to five buildings at the staging area.

Ordnance expended was nine tons of 750-pound bombs. wWeather was re-orted as
6000 feet hrokern.,

Light automatic weapons [{ire was encountered but no unfriendly aireraft were

sighted, All aircraft returned safely,

24, The US' Navy destroyer, USS Leonard ¥, iason (DD-852) yesterday (July 17) fired
over 200 five=-inch rounds of unfire at VC concentrations, suprort areas, and water
eraft in the IV Corps area near 3a Long, Vinh 3inh Province,

Naval Gunfire Lupport Controlilers reported all rounds were well placed on the
targets. Firing began at about 1300H and continued for a little more than tlree

hours .
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