Blue Ridge Fire District

Policy Manual

Disposition of Valuables

316.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this policy is to establish a process by which all valuables found at emergency
incidents are inventoried and held securely by the District until the items can be returned to the
owner or otherwise legally released for disposition.

316.2 POLICY
The Blue Ridge Fire District will take reasonable measures to safeguard valuables found

at incident scenes. The District does not have appropriate facilities for storing valuables for
safekeeping. Therefore, alternatives to removing valuables from the scene of emergencies will be
taken whenever practicable.

316.3 PROCEDURE

Any member encountering unsecured valuables, such as cash or jewelry, should immediately
report it to the Incident Commander, or the member's commanding officer. When local law
enforcement is available, valuable property should be transferred to legal custody.

If the valuables cannot be secured and they belong to a medical patient who is transported to a
hospital, the member may deliver the valuables to the hospital, obtain a receipt from the receiving
nurse and retain a copy of the receipt with the official report of the incident.

If the property or valuables cannot be secured at the location or with a responsible person at
the scene, the member should request any on-site law enforcement officer to take the valuables
for safekeeping. The member should document the disposition of such valuables, including the
identity of any receiving individual, and obtain a receipt from the law enforcement officer and
include it in the report of the call.

A member should take valuables into custody only in unusual cases and with the approval of a
supervisor. The valuables should be inventoried and the inventory should list any obvious damage.
A supervisor should witness the inventory.

Members should document in the incident report the disposition of any reasonably identifiable
valuables. When applicable, notification to local law enforcement should be made.
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