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In This Issue 

EDFORD – The fifth annual 

Becky Skillman Leadership  

Institute, featuring a full slate of 

notable speakers, kicked off at  

9 a.m. June 16 at the Boys & Girls 

Club of Lawrence County. 

   Karen Pence, Second Lady of 

the United States, and former 

Indiana First Lady, was keynote 

speaker.  

   An award-winning water-color 

artist and former teacher, Pence’s 

primary focus as Second Lady is 

to raise awareness of and to edu-

cate the public about the mental 

health profession of art therapy in 

the U.S. and around the world. 

   Other featured speakers  

included Maj. Gen. Courtney P. 

Carr, Adjutant General of Indiana; 

Kurt Godlevski, Butler Women’s 

Basketball Head Coach; Tom  

Allen, Indiana University Football 

Head Coach; and Nashville-based 

country singer-songwriter Clayton  

Anderson, from Bedford. 

   A Lawrence County native, 

Becky Skillman initiated and  

mentors the annual event. She 

currently serves as Chair of the 

Board for Radius Indiana, an eight

-county economic development 

corporation in South  

Central Indiana.  

   Skillman is a former Indiana 

State Senator, Majority Caucus Chair and 

Indiana Lieutenant Governor. 

   In her remarks, Skillman explained the 

purpose of the series is to engage and  

challenge attendees to expand their  

leadership skills and strategies. It began  

as a way to encourage leaders to aim  

higher, inspire others, to maximize their 

potential and to express leadership in its 

truest form – through service, she said. 

   Proceeds from the event benefitted the 

Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence County. 

Keynote speaker: Second Lady Karen Pence 

BEDFORD — (ABOVE, TOP) Former Ind. First Lady and current Second Lady of 
the U.S. Karen Pence, was the featured speaker during the 2017 Becky Skillman 
Leadership Institute at Lawrence County Boys & Girls Club June 16. (ABOVE) 
Radius Indiana Board Chair and former Ind, Lt. Gov. Becky Skillman spoke about 
the purpose of the annual event and introduced keynote speaker Pence. 

I n support of the City of  

Bedford’s focus on “building 

a better Bedford,” StoneGate 

Center makes offices available 

for those interested in launch-

ing new small businesses, and 

to non-profit organizations in 

the Lawrence County area. 

   Businesses must provide: 

 A business plan: 

 An estimate of the length 

of their stay; 

 Specific accommodations 

required; 

 Proof of general business 

liability insurance; 

 A plan for costs related to 

phone, internet and electrical 

usage. 
    Business owners also 

should make contact with the 

Indiana Small Business Devel-

opment Center (ISBDC). 

   Currently, StoneGate is 

home to nine business incuba-

tors and three non-profits. 

   For information, contact 

StoneGate Executive Director 

Gene McCracken or Program 

Manager Susan Hayes at 

(812) 279-8126 or at gene@ 

stonegateeducation.com  

or susan@ 

stonegateeducation.com.  

Business incubators,  

non-profit groups 
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S T O N E G A T E  C E N T E R  —  

D E V E L O P I N G ,  L E A R N I N G ,  

C R E A T I N G  

405 I Street 

Bedford, IN 47421 

8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday 

gene@stonegateeducation.com 

susan@stonegateeducation.com 

Phone: (812) 279-8126 

Fax: (812) 279-6210 

S T O N E G A T E  A R T S  &  E D U C A T I O N  

C E N T E R  

Check out StoneGate online:Check out StoneGate online:  

 Website: www.stonegateeducation.com 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/stonegateartsandeducation 

S uccess and Oppor-

tunity At Reading 

(SOAR!) Adult Literacy  

Program is in 

need of  

students and  

volunteer  

tutors. 

   Any adult 

who would 

like to learn 

to read, im-

prove their current read-

ing  skills or would like 

to volunteer to tutor may 

contact SOAR!  

Executive Director Adele 

Bowden-Purlee at  

soardirector@gmail.com.  

   Students will 

be matched 

with volunteer 

tutors who will 

meet with 

them at their 

convenience.  

   Want to  

tutor? SOAR! 

Adult Literacy conducts 

regular volunteer train-

ing sessions as needed 

throughout the year. 

SOAR! Adult Literacy Seeks  

Volunteer Tutors, Students 

   Ivy Tech Community 

College’s fall semester 

at StoneGate Center 

will be from Aug. 21-

Dec. 16. 

   During Ivy Tech’s 

Express Enrollment 11 

a.m.-6 p.m. July 19, 

potential students can 

learn more about Ivy 

Tech, enroll, register 

for classes and take 

the required  

Accuplacer testing  

at no charge.  

   For information or 

an appointment, con-

tact Ivy Tech Commu-

nity Outreach Coordi-

nator, Vercii Reed at  

(812) 279-8126 or 

vreed16@ivytech.edu. 

Fall semester to start Aug. 21 

 

 

 

 

OCU Contacts: 

 (812) 279-8126, 

Ext. 2 

 cbolton@oak.edu 

 dkruse@oak.edu 


