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A Message from the President
We have all enjoyed the benefit of Linda Denniston’s steady,
competent leadership during her eight-year tenure as ERAHC
president. I feel honored to now have this opportunity to serve.
I have a healthy respect for the responsibility that comes along
with this job, and I will do my best to see that we maintain
momentum and continue our forward progress.
We have a great team going forward—all proven players and
loyal to the cause. Susan Hart moved up from a board position
to that of VP, and Mindy Finelli made the same leap to take over
Treasurer responsibilities. Cynthia Roberts will continue on as
Secretary, offering a dual benefit of continuity and experience
in that function. Jane Creagh and Maria Blackstone agreed to
fill the open board positions for this year, which greatly enhances our experience base and energy level. Our remaining
board positions feature the stalwart and durable incumbents
who have served so long and so well: Diane Kozwich, Janet
Tenney, and Rosalie Wenckoski.
We have some new committee assignments to herald: Becky
Brok has taken on the lead of the Education Committee, an
important function that will figure prominently in our plans for
this year. Linda Denniston will lead the Bylaws and Non-Profit
Committee; she and her team will be taking a fresh look at
our bylaws. Carol Stockton has agreed to lead the Communications Committee, one of the most important functions of
the club. She is working with Diane Kozwich on the website
and Susan Hart on FaceBook. Mindy Finelli has taken over as
Membership director; her team is working on plans for the
upcoming membership directory. The Nominations Committee will continue to be led by Rosalie Wenckoski; she’ll be
in touch with you later this year when it’s time to think about
the board member elections. And our show committees are in
excellent hands: Linda continues with the VA team and Mindy
with the NE team. This is where continuity and experience are
especially vital. And the extra good news is that we have some
brand new members on these committees, which is a great
segue into my next topic: goals for 2014.
During our first board meeting in January, we developed a
list of goals for this year. One of the first goals expressed was to
involve new people in club activities. We have already taken
some very strong steps in this direction with our new board
and committee members, but we’re going to do more. So don’t
be surprised if you get a phone call one day asking for a little
help on some project or other. Some of the goals are inherent
within the scope of the existing committees, e.g., expanding
the membership base. But some goals will require extra effort
to implement. Two of the more challenging ones are to revamp
the website and set up a PayPal capability for membership and
show entries. We are very excited about these endeavors and
will keep you posted on progress.
Our NE Classic Show is taking on a whole new look for
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2014. It will not only be at a new venue (Three County Fairgrounds in Northampton, MA) but will also include classes for
Friesians and Gypsy Vanner/Drum Horses. In addition, we will
have a full roster of Baroque Equestrian Games to be run concurrently with our classes on Saturday. The NE team has been
working very hard to pull this all together.
The VA Classic has its challenges this year as well. The Virginia Horse Center raised its prices significantly this year (their
first price increase in a number of years), which compelled us
to raise our prices. We kept the increases for entries and stabling as low as possible and will offset the remaining shortfall
by carefully managing the use of extra arenas, ring set-ups, etc.
So this is the “state of our union” as of March 2014. I sincerely welcome any thoughts and ideas you wish to share and
look forward to hearing from you.
—Jeanne Bond, President, ERAHC
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Virginia Classic Show Report

How does your dressage horse measure up?

A show participant’s job is done when the show is over, but a
show committee member’s job is never done! No sooner was
the 2013 Virginia Classic over than the work began for 2014.
And we have some new and returning committee members
who are infusing some great ideas and energy into the evolving plans for next year.
Most of these plans are not far enough along to report much,
but I can say that developments for the Saturday evening exhibition are well under way (as you may have noticed from the
“ad” in this issue). Our “stage manager and producer/director”
Julie Keany is currently “auditioning” acts for what promises to
be the best evening of entertainment ever at the Virginia Classic. And there will be no evening classes, so everyone should
be free and relaxed to enjoy the show. However, we do need
“stage hands” who can help before, during, and after the exhibition. And any good stage show needs backers, so watch for
our marketing appeal to come. We plan to advertise the show
in the local media and will even have a souvenir program, so
we’re anticipating a great turnout.
As for the shows themselves, there will be a one-day open
dressage show on Thursday, August 28th, followed by the
three-day Andalusian/Lusitano breed show – again the USEF/
IALHA Region 6 Championship. We will have both American
and Portuguese judges this year; whether we have a Spanish
judge will depend on whether we have enough donor funds
(as we did last year for the Portuguese judge). If you are passionate about having a judge from Spain in 2014, please join
with others similarly minded to make it happen – and contact
the Virginia show committee chair for what’s needed.

For those of you who are interested in Spanish and Portuguese
horses for dressage, there is a recent study that you might find of
particular interest. Published in 2013, “Relationship between
conformational traits and gait characteristics in Pura Raza Español horses” by Maria José Sánchez and others fro the University of Seville and University of Cordoba describe how trot
quality relates
to
various
conformational dimensions.
130 PRE
from 24
breeders
were included in
the study,
w i t h
“croup
length”
appearing
to be the most significant trait, although other features were
also found to have potential importance. If your interest is
dressage—as a breeder or buyer of these horses—this is an
article you may want to read. Please note that it is a technical
article, so it may be hard going, but it could be worth the effort. You can read or download the article (open access) in full
at http://doi.fbn-dummerstorf.de/2013/at56a013.pdf.

April 25-26-27, 2014

Possible rider openings with Isabelle at First Choice Farm
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The Eastern Region Andalusian Horse Club
Invites You to Join Us For

An Iberian-American Extravaganza
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7:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Virginia Horse Center, Lexington, Virginia
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Join us for a celebration of the Spanish and Portuguese horses.
We have a very special night planned packed with excitement, beauty, skill, and fun!
Mark your calendars and spread the word!!

Do you want to be a part of this magical night?

We are looking for dedicated volunteers to help with marketing, decorations, sponsors, and production.
Contact Julie Keany at julie@capriolefarms.com or 703-447-6431 for more information.
Spring—Page 4
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One Week in Andalucía
By Madeline Maciel
I remember my ears pricking up in high school Spanish Class when we learned
about the different provinces
in Spain. The name ‘Andalucía’ excited me: “That must
be where Andalusians come
from,” I thought. My teenage
imagination conjured visions
of gray stallions prancing in
Spanish villas with flamenco
dancers and olive trees and
bullfighters. Finally, last December I had the opportunity to visit Andalucía with my husband Damian. Andalucía did not disappoint!
When I was asked to write this article about our trip to Spain
I imagined that I would write about the wonderful riding, horses, and demos that I would see at SICAB. (Editor’s note: SICAB
is the Salón Internacional del Caballo de Pura Raza Española,
the largest single-breed horse show in the world. For more information, visit www.sicab.org.) Indeed, SICAB was spectacular, but our time at the home of Jesús Morales became the real
story. Every positive expectation about Spanish culture and the
Spanish horse was realized because of Jesús, his horse program, and warm Andalusian hospitality. We met Jesús through
Damian’s work with Karen Lewis. Years ago Karen began
working with Jesús to acquire and import horses (including
what is now Damian’s jaca, Cordobes, who was trained by
Jesús). These efforts led to a lifelong friendship between Karen
and Jesús, and we first met Jesús last summer at the ERAHC
show in Virginia.
Damian and I landed in Madrid in the morning and caught a
fast train to Córdoba to meet Jesús. Bleary-eyed from travel, we
struggled to keep our eyes open as the train coursed through
beautiful countryside and small pueblos. We quickly came to
our wits when the train stopped in Córdoba, and it struck us
that we had finally made it to Andalucía!
The station was crowded with college students on break, but
a whistle broke through the sea of voices. We turned around
to see Jesús running through the crowd towards us. After hugs
and hellos he grabbed our suitcases and took us down to the
street where we piled into his car.
Olive trees adorn low, rolling hills under a bright blue sky on
the way to Jesús’ villa. As we rounded the last bend on the highway to his home, an iron bull emerged on the horizon—homage to the toros, Andalucía’s other famous four-legged sons.
Pomegranate and orange trees line driveways leading to fallendown castles and crumbling estancias. We passed two men
driving a carriage on the shoulder of the road. Two old white
geldings drew
the
carriage,
and a small dog
trotted behind
in the dust. Everything
was
remarkably dry,
and it seemed
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that there was an Andalusian horse in every yard. Yellow,
sunbaked paddocks held graying, long-maned horses standing alongside goats and dogs. Soon we stopped to gas up the
car, and Jesús and Damian disappeared into the station to buy
crackers and beer. Damian came out smiling and laughing:
There are Spanish half-chaps and boots for sale at the gas station!
Damian said that Jesús drives his little car like a jaca as we
came to a sliding stop at a pair of black gates that open to
Jesús’s home. (Editor’s note: For those who may not know, a
“jaca” – pronounced “hock-uh” – is a part-PRE, usually with
Arab and/or Thoroughbred blood for speed; this is the working horse of Spain and the type preferred by most Spaniards
for Doma Vaquera. The bay horse Jesús Morales has ridden in
the past at ERAHC shows is a jaca, the Cordobes mentioned
here earlier.) It took a moment for us to appreciate the rustic
beauty of the setting. Rolling fields of cotton surround the villa.
Palm trees accent the driveway. Dogs, chickens, and shy cats
lay sleeping in the sun. We took our suitcases to a lovely guest
room and then rushed out to see the horses.
The barn was hushed like a church. The walls are painted
bright yellow and red. A talking parrot, Chico, greeted us at
the door. He whistles at blond girls and meows like a cat when
he tires of talking. The wooden heels on my boots echoed as
I walked down the concrete aisle, and an old radio was softly
playing flamenco music to the horses in their stalls. The Virgin
of Rocio hangs above the entrance to Jesús’s indoor to bless
and protect all who pass before it. I remember this virgin: She
matches a gold pin that Jesús affixed to our hats the day that
Damian and I first met him.
The horses seem to be divided by type. On one side, five
bay jacas poke their noses through barred stall doors, awaiting kisses or sweet bean pods that Jesús feeds like carrots. The
other side has two grey stallions that nicker as we pass. They’re
respectful and quiet but have a light in their eyes that hints at
the magic they can display in the arena.
Damian was first to ride. He started with a lesson on one of
the grey stallions trained in Alta Escuela. (Editor’s note: “Alta
Escuala” literally translates as “high school,” which probably
makes you think of the Spanish Riding School, the Alter Real

of Jerez, and “airs above the ground.” However, in Spain this
is a specific equestrian discipline with its own competitions,
with some movements similar to dressage and others such as
Spanish walk not found in any other form of equitation.) For all
of the years that I have known my husband I have never seen
him have a lesson like this. At first he struggled to overcome
years of German-style dressage lessons and reconnect with his
roots…his Spanish seat and aids. Jesús followed him around
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the arena, his sunny voice
low and hushed when correcting and rising with joy
when Damian got it right.
After twenty long minutes
the three parties were working in harmony, and Damian
was grinning like possum.
Next, I got to ride the
other grey stallion and struggled much more than Damian. I have no Alta Escuela or
Doma Vaquera experience
and realized quickly that
my day job as a rehab rider
is very different from what I
was being asked to do in Andalucía. Despite these shortcomings, Jesús and his horse
were kind, and by the end of
the lesson I was riding with confidence.
After we put the stallions up Jesús asked if I would like ride
Halcon, the horse that made him famous. Awkwardly I say,
“sure… if you want me too…” Jesús laughed, led the horse
out of his stall, and sent us
to the indoor. Old Halcon
has a lot of gas left in the
tank! Jesús pulled the bust
of a bull off the wall, and it
was all I could do to stay on
as he chased us around the
arena. After I dismounted
it was time for Halcon to
play. Jesús asked if we believed that Halcon would
do Spanish walk with only
Jesús clucking to him from
the side of the arena. I said
“yes,” because nothing
would surprise me at this
point. True to his partner,
the old horse does a perfect Spanish walk across the diagonal
prompted only by the clicking of Jesús’s tongue from 50 feet
away.
—
The next morning Jesús took out a bay mare that he has in
training. She is just three years old and still wary of the baticola, so she clenched her tail down over the leather strap. She
was still a bit wild
and young, so Jesús
warmed her up before letting Damian
into the saddle. This
was the first time I
had ever seen anyone use care when
letting my husband
ride; usually a trainer will see Damian
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and chuckle, thinking, “ah, this guy can stick a horse.” The
mare was fresh but respectful and responsive. Damian worked
on connection with her stride, and they seemed a good pair.
Before putting her up Jesús wanted to get a few minutes of
intensive training in. He worked her down the long side where
he could watch their shadows on the wall of his house. Jesús
could feel the
displacement
in the mare’s
apollos (laterals) as they
moved, while
watching the
shadows helps
him with the
timing. Soon
the lesson in
flexion
and
apollos ended,
and the training
session
was adjourned. The mare was good and Jesús hopped off on
the far side, and after kissing her muzzle he led her back to
the barn. Damian and I marveled over the fact that her owner
aspires to use her just for riding in the countryside…in the U.S.
this would be a top dressage mare.
Days pass in this dream-like manner, and Damian and I convinced ourselves that Americans work entirely too much. The
Spanish lifestyle is gloriously different from our own: Drinking
beer at 2:00 pm is perfectly acceptable; supper is eaten at 3:00
and dinner at 10:00. Strangers are kissed twice on the cheek,
old men tend to break out into song, and flamenco dancers
and guitar players enliven a house party. Spaniards, by nature,
take time to enjoy life.
—
We attended SICAB on the second and fourth
days of the show. Walking through the saloon
at SICAB it struck me that I was in Andalusian
heaven. Hundreds of men milled around the
show grounds in vaquero attire. In contrast,
I could count on one hand (and name Damian, Jesús, and Mike) the vaqueros who
attended the
last ERAHC
Virginia show. In Andalucía
they are at every gate, a nearly
perfect PRE in hand or under tack, performing at levels
Americans yearn to achieve. I
kept an eye out for foreign riders and handlers that had been
invited to SICAB here in Spain.
One face caught my eye and
a lump rose in my throat: a
young, short man with unmistakably Aztec features walked
through the crowd of Spaniards, his face up under the
broad rim of his vaquero hat
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and his posture proud. What
a dream it must have been for
him to be here.
Jesús seemed to know everyone. We watched spectacular demos and competitions
while sipping beer and snacking on olives. During down
time we shopped and wandered through the mare barns
and stallion sheds. The quality
of horses here is like nothing
I’ve ever seen. Damian was delighted and wanted to pet each
friendly face. He ran to pose for a picture with the mares at
the Yeguada Escalera sign—Damian’s first Andalusian partner,
Cormoran I, came from that line.

—
Throughout the week our greatest delight was the opportunity
to watch Jesús at work. I was struck by the open lines of communication that flow between him and his horses. When behavior is meant to be repeated, it is encouraged with a high
“bien, bien” that sounds like “yay, yay” to the English ear.
When a reprimand is required, it comes quickly and in the
measure for which it is merited. There is more detail to this rich
idiom than can be described by cheap English words. Jesús has
mastered what we all strive to achieve: a common language
between horse and man.
—
Towards the end of the week the
owners of the famed Yeguada
Nieto came to visit. They are
loyal clients and friends of Jesús,
and we were all treated to a private demo of his top training.
Jesús came out to the arena with
a loose belt around his waist. He
warmed up his jaca and then
fixed the reins to his belt. With
the garrocha in one hand and
the other on his thigh and then
his waist, he worked the jaca
through a series of direct and in-

Hoof Prints

direct pirouettes, turns on the forehand, tempi changes, sliding
stops, and laterals… all without so much as a finger on the
reins. He wrapped up the session demonstrating how to work
through a counter-canter figure eight with the garrocha. We
were left speechless.
Next, Jesús took out his personal Alta Escuela horse. Bucefalo is a five-year old stallion well along on the path to mastery.
Jesús started Bucefalo in long-lines, working him around the

indoor under the watchful gaze of the Virgin of Rocio, stepping
through dusty shafts of light. Bucefalo is perfecting his piaffe
and learning the steps of passage. This horse can sit on his
haunches like none I’ve ever seen. Jesús ended the long-lining
session with a lesson in levade. Bucefalo doesn’t disappoint.
To finish, Jesús hopped on bareback and went through the
same movements, transferring what he has done on the ground
to work with a rider. He rose in the last moments and stood on
the Bucefalo’s croup, quietly asking for a Spanish walk before
dismounting and hugging stallion for a job well done.
I woke at 8 am on our last morning and met Jesús in the barn
as he was feeding the horses. He carried bags beneath his eyes
from too much fun the night before. We had stayed up all night
with Jesús’s friends and family. A flamenco-guitar-playing farrier, accompanied by the singing of beautiful Begona (Jesús’s
niece), entertained us ‘til the break of dawn. “Los caballos
primero,” Jesús
said in his thick
Andalusian accent and light,
raspy voice. He
talks as if he is
always
smiling, even when
there’s sorrow in
his words. “Los
caballos primero,
despues familia,
dios, mi casa.” He
asked if I would
remember Spain,
and I told him
there is nothing
about this week I
could ever forget.
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mix for days. When there is a break in the weather
Damian and I burn daylight to get everything done
at our home farm. Cordo is Damian’s horse, and I
haven’t spent much time with him outside of the barn.
Damian, however, is busy with a client horse and my
mare, so he let me exercise his pride and joy. The
white winter sun has already set behind the trees and
Cordo looks like an orange shadow bouncing above
the blue stone arena. This is the spookiest time of day
for a horse; their eyes are unable to balance the low
level of light on the ground with the brightness of
the sky. Less noble horses will lose themselves at the
slightest distraction and working them at this time is
often ill advised. Cordo is not one of these common
kinds, and I soon realize that he lunges better than
any horse I know. He is quickly responsive to transitional cues and keeps a steady tempo at all times. His
wide nostrils make a “phoorrrrrrr, phoorrrrrr” noise
like a bass line on top of the drumming of his hooves,
but it seems he is simply expressing recognition of
Finally, we walked back to the kitchen where I washed dishes his surroundings. A motorcycle engine is revved while speedwhile Jesús cooked breakfast. The guitar player was still asleep ing past my arena but Cordo keeps his pace. My mind is drawn
on the couch. We hushed our voices and tried to make happy to Jesús’s arena: how his horses stop the second they hear his
conversation around the weight
whistle no matter what else is going on. Often cars will pass
in the room that is our departure
his arena and honk after stopping to watch his work, but Jesús’s
in a few short hours.
horses keep their eyes on him. I whistle softly to Cordo, high
Jesús, a chef earlier in his life,
pitch to low, and he halts. His kind old eyes turn towards me
cooked every meal for us duras if to say, “I remember.”
ing our visit. On the last night he
—
served a spread of octopus, pork,
Jesús offers clinics here in the U.S. as well as in Spain. He will be in
fish, salad, and bread accompaVirginia for the ERAHC show on Labor Day weekend 2014 and is
nied by his homemade olives.
accepting students to ride in his clinic. Intensive training sessions at
home barns can also be arranged.
This American girl enjoyed a taste
of Spain that felt like the first sip
Jesús also offers training retreats at his home in Córdoba, Spain, with
of good wine: one time on the
his personal horses. Students can have accommodations in Jesús’s
home or in a nearby hotel. Jesús will provide all meals and give visitors a real taste of Spain!

tongue is not enough, Interested parties can contact Damian and Madeline Maciel for rates
and I know that I’ll be and details. 804.616.5934. domamaciel@gmail.com. Visit Jesús’ webback. We enjoyed the site for more info http://www.espectaculosecuestresJesúsmorales.es/
last great meal before
we
piled
into the jaca
car and set
out for the
train station.
Jesús waited
in line with
us until we
reached
the security
checkpoint.
Goodbyes
are horrible, but we promised to see each other again
in August when Jesús comes to clinic and ride at the
next ERAHC show.
A few days after we return home I took old Cordobes (the jaca mentioned above, previously owned
by Karen Lewis) out to the arena to stretch his legs.
Virginia is frozen and has been shrouded in a wintry
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Aragon GAF Standing at Stud
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Andalusian & Half-Andalusians

From 2nd Generation Breeder/Equestrian

Contact:
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Jousting? Surely you jest!
By Annette Coester

The first “knight” battle was the Battle of Poitiers—also known
as the Battle of Tours—in 732 AD. The first reliable record of a
tournament (Richard Barber) is of one held in Wurzburg in 1127
AD. Although no longer viable (in most situations, anyway) as a
form of warfare, knightly forms of “battle” have become a very
popular equine activity in some parts of the U.S. and abroad.
Dressage maneuvers date back thousands of years and are
based on ancient battle tactics where the horses were an integral part of the act of war. The renewed interest in medieval
knights and their steeds—even before the “Game of Thrones”
craze—has given the impetus to many equestrians to try a new
challenge. Of course, most of us grew up with Medieval Times,
but now there are more organizations and clinics where you
can learn the arts of medieval chivalry. One such is Patrick
Lambke of the Knights Edge Jousting Academy (K.E.J.A.). Patrick is no johnny-come-lately to the world of jousting, having
been a trainer of “light armour” and “heavy armour” jousting
for more than 20 years. He embraces the history of dressage
on the battlefield and
incorporates it into the
Medieval Martial Art
Equine Games and Light
Armour Joust. (“Light armour” is primarily chain
mail; “heavy armour” is
full plate.)
Training at K.E.J.A. involves learning a carefully calculated series
of skills that prepare the
student for different aspects of the joust. The
running of the rings—
first from the ground
and then from the
saddle—teaches accuracy and correct lance
technique. (This should
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sound familiar to anyone already involved in Working Equitation.) The spear throw teaches accuracy and balance of the
rider on his/her mount while in motion. The quintaine (a postmounted, swiveling dummy) tests strength and the ability to
remain on the horse during an impact with the lance. All game
skills require the horse to be balanced, collected, and in sync
with his/her rider. The joust also requires the horse to overcome its natural reluctance to charge head-on towards an opponent and other challenges such as the noise of impact and
the sound and feel of a rider wearing battle gear.
Last April (2013) author Annette Coester hosted an “Edge
of Magic” jousting clinic at her own Royal Carousel Friesians
in Utah to introduce her riding companions to the fantasy of
being a knight/ladyknight. They found that jousting puts a real
dose of reality into the phrase “weekend warrior”! These weekend warriors had one advantage and that was their riding skills.
Most of the participants were extremely skilled dressage riders
such as USDF Gold Medalist David MacMillan. Learning to
throw spears/javelins with accuracy, slice apples with swords,
and take hits on a shield at a canter was quite another matter.
Karen Israelsen of Chase Creek Farms brought her Andalusian mare Venteesa, but she was afraid her horse wouldn’t be
suitable because she is so high strung. So Patrick offered to
ride Venteesa and introduce her to the activities. According to
Karen, “By the time Patrick was through, she loved it and had
found her calling. You have to find a horse’s niche, and we
found what she loves.”

Many ERAHC members know Lisa Oberman of El Sueño Español from her years as a vendor at our shows, but just how
many of you know that she has “gone off the edge” with respect
to jousting? Lisa and her PRE stallion Distinto can be seen often in the midwest arenas, and Distinto is even shown in full
charge under Patrick Lambke on the K.E.J.A. home page. In fact,
Distinto competed under Patrick in the competition featured by
National Geographic in 2013 and dominated the field! While
heavier draft breeds (including Friesians), draft crosses, and large
Warmbloods are the ones used most in full-contact, heavy-met(Continues on page 15)
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Tonico Do Top
1999 Lusitano Stallion

(Emetico x Jandaya Do Top)

2013 CBLM Grand Prix Champion

2013 CBLM Grand Prix
Musical Freestyle Champion
2013 GAIG Reserve Champion
Grand Prix
2013 Reserve Champion
Grand Prix CDI

15.3 Chestnut PSL
Purebred 2014 Fee $ 2500

Jalifa (GS)
1991 Lusitano Stallion

Ridden by his Trainer
Felicitas von Neumann-Cosel

Both Stallions
Standing at Stud in MD.
Videos Available L F G

(Zimbro II x Conchita)

ERAHC Lusitano Specialty
Class Champion for 8 years.
Flashing great movement at
halter, costume, and dressage.
Accomplished in the show ring
and proud of it!

15.2 Gray PSL
2014 Fee : $1500

www.cedarrowe.com
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Home
of the
Original
Andalusian
of the Old
Dominion

Andalusians &
Half-Andalusians

Tamarack
Stables
Rivers Edge

Contact:

From 1st & 3rd Generation
Breeders/Equestrians
Over 50 Years
Breeding & Training
Lois Majewski

tsretsre@aol.com - 540-752-7367
14511 Spring Mill Dr, Fredericksburg, VA 22406

www.tamarackstables.com
Horses for Sale - Stallions Standing
Training, Boarding, Lessons, Camps, Trail Rides, Parties

(Continued from page 13)

al jousting, PREs/Andalusians do well in
all forms because they are essentially fearless (as horses go) and
willing to do whatever their riders ask. And they have the lateral
mobility to sidestep a lance or sword if needed.
Perhaps surprisingly, jousting is less brawn and more brains
for both horse and rider. It is not about knocking each other
off horses. It’s about putting back the warrior into the dressage
arena. What could be better for your “seat” than learning to
stay in it no matter what? And what could be better for your
horse than learning to go “forward” no matter what? Let’s hope
some enterprising ERAHC member opts to host a jousting clinic on the east coast soon. Check out www.knightsedgejoustingacademy.net for more information. Why let the rest of the
country have all the fun?

Annette Coester is the owner of Royal Carousel Friesians in Salt
Lake Valley, Utah. We connected via Facebook through mutual friend
ERAHC New England Classic - New This Year!
Lisa Oberman, with whom Annette shares a love of jousting. (Clearly,
ERAHC is joining up with two other baroque breed groups— all three of us are hopeless romantics!) If you would like to learn
Friesians and Gypsy Vanners/Drums—for a newly expanded more about Knights Edge Jousting Academy, visit the website at www.
New England Classic in July 2014! And to go with the new knightsedgejoustingacademy.net. And if you would like to set up a
program, we will also have a new venue: the Northampton clinic through ERAHC, please contact our new education committee
chair, Becky Brok, at 610-781-5572 or diamondbbrok@aol.com.

Fairgrounds in—where else?—Northampton, Massachusetts,
just north of our previous Holyoke location. This is a
facility to rival the world-class Virginia Horse Center
where the ERAHC Virginia Classic has been held for
more than 20 years.
We will continue to hold a one-day open dressage
show on Friday, July 11th, followed that evening by a
spectacular exhibition— so make plans to arrive early
if you aren’t participating in the dressage show. There
will be an abundance of stalls for all comers!
The combined breed show will then be held Saturday and Sunday, July 12th and 13th. There will be
fewer of the Andalusian/Lusitano classes required by
IALHA in order to make time for Friesian and Gypsy
Vanner/Drum classes. Classes will include the full
complement of halter classes plus costume, driving,
dressage sport horse, trail, and working equitation –
all with Wayne Hipsley (three-time Virginia Classic
judge) for the first time at our New England show. I
have it on good authority that the Prize List is near
completion, so watch for an announcement soon!

In the meantime, if you would like to know more about the new venue, you can check out http://www.threecountyfair.com/
facility.html. And make sure you click on the link there to the city of Northampton website, which has information about the city’s
restaurants, theaters, parks, lodgings, and more—worth a visit on its own.
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2014 ERAHC Show Dates
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New England Classic Open Dressage Show
11 July
New England Classic Andalusian/Lusitano/Baroque Breeds Show
12–13 July
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Virginia Classic Open Dressage Show
28 August
Virginia Classic Andalusian/Lusitano Region 6 Championship Show
29–31 August
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ERAHC

c/o Carol M. Stockton
Jorjisstar Farm
278 Eagle View Lane
Bumpass, VA 23024

