Newsletter
Sons of the American Revolution Mid-Columbia Chapter
2020, Issue 1, January -March

The Sons of the American Revolution is the leading male lineage society that perpetuates
the ideals of the war for independence. As a historical, educational, and patriotic, nonprofit corporation organized under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, we seek to
maintain and expand the meaning of patriotism, respect for our national symbols, the
value of American citizenship, and the unifying force of "e pluribus unum" that was created
from the people of many nations -- one nation and one people.
National: http://www.sar.org/

State: https://www.washingtonsar.org/

Chapter: https://www.washingtonsar.org/mid-columbia.html
Facebook: www.fb.com/MidColumbiaChapterSAR/
Some of our news letters can be found in our FB group at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/845881275797636/
Washington State Color Guard: https://cg.wasar-ah.org/

Our Mission:" To bring the History, Education, and Patriotism of
our Country's Founding to the Local Community."
Recent Activities of the Mid-Columbia Chapter:
Our January 25, 2020 meeting was held at Round Table Pizza in Richland. This meeting
had been delayed due to potential icy conditions, from a week earlier. Larry Flint spoke
about his experiences with the US Antarctic Research Program and his winter-over
experience as Field Center Manager at McMurdo Station in 1971-72 and some additional
experiences with the program for an additional eight years. He showed lots of slides
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Larry at South Pole
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View of Continent from Larry’s Office in McMurdo

President Kelly presented
Compatriot Marty Prater, Jr.
with his Certificate of Military
Service.

The Mid-Columbia Chapter picked up our
second SAR banner in January:
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The Celebration for the Life of Russel E Wentworth, the memorial services for our
compatriot who passed on January 29, 2020 was attended by Kelley & Karen
Schultz, .Richard Roddy, John & Loretta Tipton, Larry Flint and Art Kelly.
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The following was posted on the Mid-Columbia Facebook page:

It was our pleasure at our February 15 Chapter Meeting to hear from our applicant for the
Knight Essay Contest, Miss Taylor Carpenter. Miss Carpenter read her essay, “Women
Warriors: Heroines of the Revolution” which had previously been submitted to the State
as our chapter’s winning essay. It was later announced that she was judged to be the
Washington State winner, so her essay will be sent on to National. Congratulations
Taylor. Following her reading, President Kelly asked Miss Carpenter to follow on with
her speech for the Joseph S Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest: “Respecting the Right
to Representation”.
President Kelly read some of the impressive biography of Miss Carpenter and
complemented her on her great ability to focus. He invited her family to come up and
share in our acknowledgements. He presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation for
her essay and predicted that she would do well in the State Competition. Kelly next,
presented Miss Carpenter with the Orations Medal, as our Chapter winner of the Joseph S
Rumbaugh Historical Orations Contest.
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President Kelly then introduced Washington State President Craig Lawson. Compatriot
Craig spoke to the chapter about the upcoming April 2020, State Membership coming up
in April. He encouraged all SAR members to come if they are able. It gets underway on
Friday, April 3rd. Since we don’t have a sponsoring chapter, he hopes some might come
early to assist with registration. There will be sessions of interest during the day on
Saturday, followed by a banquet Saturday evening. President Craig also talked about the
2021 National Congress, which will be held in Renton. This will be the first time it will be
held in the Northwest. The State Society will be hosting a banquet at the Boing Air
Museum. They are asking for contributions and for the Chapters to match those funds
from their members and the State to match again, the Chapter funds. He also
complimented Miss Carpenter on her contest entries. Kelly presented Craig with a nice
bottle of Madeira wine.
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Kelly then introduced Neil Vernon, our State
Color Guard Commander. Neil also
complimented Miss Taylor. Neil is from the
Seattle Chapter and has been the State Color
Guard Commander since January. He
mentioned that Chapter Color Guardsmen are
not only on the State and National Color Guard
but are the face of the SAR in furtherance of our
goals of education, history and patriotism. His
primary goal is to increase awareness in the
SAR. He talked about color guard uniforms
and how the uniforms can help bring notice to
the SAR and our activities.
Kelly and Larry attended the Naturalization Ceremony in Richland on February 18 th and
handed out cross-flag pins. Judge Mendoza swore in 34 new citizens from 5 continents
and 16 countries. Congressman Dan Newhouse gave a congratulatory speech. The
Columbia River DAR Chapter had cookies and punch.

Kelly Schultz & Larry Flint with New Citizens
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Kelly & Larry with Congressman Dan Newhouse

And a few words from our founding fathers:

Checks And Balances
https://nccs.net/blogs/our-ageless-constitution/checks-and-balances

The Constitutional Structure For Limited And Balanced Government
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The Constitution was devised with an ingenious and intricate built-in system of checks
and balances to guard the people's liberty against combinations of government power. It
structured the Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary separate and wholly independent as to
function, but coordinated for proper operation, with safeguards to prevent usurpation of
power. Only by balancing each against the other two could freedom be preserved, said
John Adams. Another writer of the day summarized clearly the reasons for such checks
and balances:
▪ "If the LEGISLATIVE and JUDICIAL powers are united, the MAKER of the law will also
INTERPRET it (constitutionality).
▪

Should the EXECUTIVE and LEGISLATIVE powers be united... the EXECUTIVE power would
make itself absolute, and the government end in tyranny.

▪

Should the EXECUTIVE and JUDICIAL powers be united, the subject (citizen) would then have
no permanent security of his person or property."
"INDEED, the dependence of any of these powers upon either of the others ... has so often been
productive of such calamities... that the page of history seems to be one continued tale of human
wretchedness." (Theophilus Parsons, ESSEX RESULTS)

What were some of these checks and balances believed so important to individual liberty?
Several are listed below:
▪ HOUSE (people’s representatives) is a check on SENATE - no statute becomes law
without its approval.
▪

SENATE is a check on HOUSE - no statute becomes law without its approval. (Prior to
17th Amendment, SENATE was appointed by State legislatures as a protection for states'
rights - another check the Founders provided.)

▪

EXECUTIVE (President) can restrain both HOUSE and SENATE by using Veto Power.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Congress - Senate & House) has a check on EXECUTIVE by being able to
pass, with 2/3 majority, a bill over President's veto.

▪

LEGISLATIVE has a further check on EXECUTIVE through power of discrimination in
appropriation of funds for operation of EXECUTIVE.

▪

EXECUTIVE (President) must have approval of SENATE in filling important posts in
EXECUTIVE BRANCH.

▪

EXECUTIVE (President) must have approval of SENATE before treaties with foreign
nations can be effective.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Congress) can conduct investigations of EXECUTIVE to see if funds are
properly expended and laws enforced.

▪

EXECUTIVE has a further check on members of LEGISLATIVE (Congress) in using
discretionary powers in decisions regarding establishment of military bases, building &
improvement of navigable rivers, dams, interstate highways, etc., in districts of those
members.
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▪

JUDICIARY is a check on LEGISLATIVE through its authority to review all laws and
determine their constitutionality.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Congress) has restraining power over JUDICIARY, with constitutional
authority to restrict extent of its jurisdiction.

▪

LEGISLATIVE has power to impeach members of JUDICIARY guilty of treason, high
crimes, or misdemeanors.

▪

EXECUTIVE (President) is a check on JUDICIARY by having power to nominate new
judges.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Senate) is a check on EXECUTIVE and JUDICIARY having power to
approve/disapprove nominations of judges.

▪

LEGISLATIVE is a check on JUDICIARY - having control of appropriations for operation
of federal court system.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Peoples Representatives) is a check on both EXECUTIVE and
JUDICIARY through power to initiate amendments to Constitution subject to approval
by 3/4 of the States.

▪

LEGISLATIVE (Senate) has power to impeach EXECUTIVE (President) with concurrence
of 2/3, of members.

▪

The PEOPLE, through their State representatives, may restrain the power of the federal
LEGISLATURE if 3/4 of the States do not ratify proposed Constitutional Amendments.

▪

LEGISLATIVE, by Joint Resolution, can terminate certain powers granted to EXECUTIVE
(President) (such as war powers) without his consent.

▪

It is the PEOPLE who have the final check on both LEGISLATIVE and EXECUTIVE when
they vote on their Representatives every 2 years, their Senators every 6 years, and their
President every 4 years. Through those selections, they also influence the potential
makeup of the JUDICIARY.
It is up to each generation to see that the integrity of the Constitutional structure for a free
society is maintained by carefully preserving the system of checks and balances essential
to limited and balanced government. "To preserve them (is) as necessary as to institute
them," said George Washington.

Footnote: Our Ageless Constitution, W. David Stedman & La Vaughn G. Lewis, Editors
(Asheboro, NC, W. David Stedman Associates, 1987) Part III: ISBN 0-937047-01-5
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