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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Wow! I am really excited about how this week’s readings really managed to line up. For one reason or another, they just clicked together and really got to me. Now, that could be because I am just coming at them fresh following a few days off and some vacation time in Pittsburgh, or perhaps it is due to all the time in my seminary classes and all the reading that I have been doing. Regardless, I am pretty sure that if you read ahead when the email came out this week on Thursday, or if you read your bulletin when you sat down in your pew to prepare yourself for service, or if you just listened along this morning, you might have come to realize that you were pretty familiar with the readings and their aim as well. You may have even realized that they lined up particularly well too. I will admit that does not always seem to happen in our Lectionary selections, but today just seemed to be different for some reason. So, let’s explore a little more, and I will even be a little vulnerable with you here. 
I stand up here as your Vicar and past Church Council President, as your friend and fellow church member, and I admit that I may not have been able to pinpoint precisely where all these readings were in the Bible. You just might be in the same place as well, and you may not have been able to pinpoint them either… and that is okay. Although, some of us just manage to have a knack for memorization and placement, and some of us manage to have a knack for general knowledge and recall. Regardless of what your skill is, we are all gathered together for us to study together and dig more deeply into the scripture put before us. We get the chance to sharpen our mindset together, and be able to reference these stories a few more times in our own lives, that is if we have not done so already intentionally or not. Thank God that we have been given this Living Book, a Living Word that we can read and study together and on our own.
So, in our blended mix of stories our First Reading hits us with the all too popular “vanity of vanities” (2) discussion. Yep, we probably have all made that statement a time or two, and we may have not even chalked it up to actually being a Biblical reference. I will tell you that there is no shame in that, but now we have sharpened our minds and have been given a reminder that it is indeed right here in Ecclesiastes. Our 49th Psalm then offered us up some very straight forward insight as verse 10 says, “For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they perish and leave their wealth to those who come after them.” (2) Some rather harsh talk there for sure, but I know we all heard it. That harsh language is indeed intentional in the Bible to make sure we are paying attention to an all too important message, and to say there is no distinguishing between the so-called greatest and least of these. We are all equal in the eyes of God. We then pressed on to our Second Reading from Colossians and verse 2 encouraged us to, “Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth” (2) Another little nugget for us to think about as we pushed on to our Gospel Reading which gave us the all too familiar story of the rich man who did not gain his wealth or yield in any illegal or wrongful manner. A rich man in discussion with himself who manages to rationalize his decision to tear down his small barns and build even larger ones to store all the stuff that his fields have yielded, and not to share it or consider other alternatives. He wants to “relax, eat, drink, be merry.” (2) just like verse 19 informs us.
Wow! What a load of stuff just in a few short readings! What a mindset shift that we all need to partake in! This is precisely why Martin Luther often reminded us that the life of a Christian would have us dying to self on a daily basis, and living a life of faith like no other. However, in order to die to one’s self, we would have to remove or better utilize one of the biggest stumbling blocks of all; and that is money, wealth, resources, or better yet suited here; worldly possessions. Now, that is way easier said than done of course, but not if we are truly called to a Stewardship mentality.
Yes, I just segued into what yet again could be another Stewardship talk. I know I threw a “Completely Radical Economy” Sermon at you a few weeks ago when we spoke of the Good Samaritan. Yes, this was encouraged from a Seminary class, and I will admit it was not one of the most comfortable sermons I have ever delivered, but I learned a lot from it, and I hope you did as well. Now, I could lead us along the same trail here this morning. I could lead us right into giving and how we all should not be so silly with our finances to think we will have them forever, or even that the persons after us will do right with them like we have done or have desired to do all of our lives. I could easily talk about how we need to fix more things, and take care of our budget for this year and the time to come as well. However, I would only be falling into the very same predicament and mindset that our rich man in the Gospel Reading fell into today. So, I am not going to tear down small barns to build bigger barns here. I am going to try and continue to build the kingdom of God, and I am going to invite you to have the very same mindset and to do the very same thing as well. The question is, how am I going to do that for you and for I in this sermon here.
Well, let’s press pause here since I have probably managed to scramble your brains a little bit. Let alone the fact that I now have went outside of my conventional way of preaching. Let me thank each and every one of you for showing up today, whether that be physically or virtually. I want you to know that your presence in this very community of faith is so vital to our growth together in love and compassion as we focus on Christ. We can fill the pews and the conference call, and we can take this message out to the world as the small yet mighty church that we often proclaim that we are. There is no denying that we are all here to be spiritually fed and grow, and let us continue to do just that, but let us not keep it to ourselves.
As I was talking before, I was by no means saying that we should not plan for and fund the future. I was not saying that we should not have a rainy-day account, or an account to fix things that break down unexpectedly. Nor was I saying that we should spend all of our money to fix the building or even do things that we do not need to do in the first place. What I was saying was that we need to utilize our blessings in a manner that first and foremost always honors God. However, enough about money. Let’s get into the main course here and see what the real proverbial meat and potatoes of our lesson is.
The trouble in today’s world, and the world over the years has been, and will always be, how we identify our own sense of wealth. Please notice I said our own sense of wealth and not with our own wealth. Let me make that a little more straight forward or easier to grasp here. Let me rephrase that mindset and even put a question behind it that may ring in our heads once we all leave our worship and fellowship time together with one another today. That question being… What’s Your Worth? Let me repeat that again… What’s Your Worth? Now, let that sink in a little bit. Let yourselves think about it and reflect a little more in your heads as I press on and close out this sermon here today. That question being again… What’s Your Worth?
If you did not hear or read verse 20 loud and clear from our Gospel Reading today, then let me offer it to you once again… “God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’” (2) Our lives are extremely precious, and yet they are extremely limited. Our time here on earth is but a few years as compared to what it will be in eternity. We are not running a race to store up all that we can, and we are not running a race to win all the fanciest of prizes and gain all of the best accolades before our time is up. Yes, we indeed want to live out our lives comfortably and not feel as if every day is a struggle, or as if we are just out there living in the all too popular and yet unfortunate rat race. We want to provide for ourselves and even for one another. We want to honor what is to become our legacy. We want to be remembered in some way, shape, or form once we are gone. However, are we thinking inwardly towards self, or outwardly towards God and one another? Are we building a legacy on financial gains and successes, or are we building a legacy on spiritual gains and love? Are we building a legacy of stuff and achievements, or are we building a legacy on the solid rock of Christ Jesus? So again, this is where that question earlier comes right back into the fray of things… What’s Your Worth?
It is a mindset and it is a lifestyle for sure! However, it is not one of building larger barns to store more grain or more stuff. It is a mindset and a lifestyle of living one’s life out for and with God. Our worth is identified not by all the stuff of this world, but by precisely what God has created! Our worth is identified with our maker, and the very love and compassion we show towards one another. For in an instant our lives can end here, and it is not what we have, but who we have that matters! If we are not living a life for and because of Christ then we have missed the most single important mark imaginable! Now, that may be a very hard pill to swallow, and we may be sitting there and saying that we already do that, but let me reassure you and myself that we can always do more. We can change and grow toward and with Christ in ways that are unimaginable sometimes. This is precisely where we examine the “vanity of vanities” (2) that occurs in our lives. This is where we die to self, and focus on the things above. Our lives have yielded a lot, and they may still have more to yield or produce. Our Stewardship at times may look like dollars, and at other times it may look exactly like what it is meant to be, an outward expression of love and compassion; a commitment to love and care for one another, our church, our community, and our world. What’s Your Worth? may seem like some nifty question I created just to make you think now, and once you leave this space here today. However, I hope it really makes you dig in mentally and physically, spiritually and emotionally. What’s Your Worth? is a mindset and a position that we need to stand in firmly and it is a question that we need to be able to answer with conviction at that very moment when we have been called from this life, and we need to be able to proclaim that we are rich towards God!
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.
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[bookmark: _Hlk205094668]13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
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