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Want to make a quick million? Don’t be a writer!
By David R. Altman
Books & Writers Editor

Bent Tree resident and graphic artist Paul Woodward is the
creative mind behind the stunning photo that incorporated a
family’s deceased son in their wedding day photos. Woodward
and Photographer Brandy Angel, whose charitable foundation supports people with cancer and who are in need of an
organ donation, are now on a mission to help people who
need similar services while also supporting the Be The
Change - Brandy Angel Foundation.

Continued from Page 1A

Woodward

had several photographs of
Lake and several photographs
of the wedding so I created
about 10 different looks out of
what she sent me not knowing
what the mother really
wanted.”
When Angel posted the
image online that the bride
had selected, Woodward said
it went viral, ultimately being
picked up by Channel 5, New
York Daily News, CNN and
People to name just a few.
“The response became
tremendous,”
Woodward
said.
Woodward said he and

Are we
getting it
straight?
If you spot an
error in our pages,
let our staff hear
about it.
dpool@pickensprogress.com

Angel of Brandy Angel Photography have been contacted
by over 100 individuals asking if they can do similar
projects for them. And now
they are using their newfound notoriety for good.
“People started contacting
Brandy. It’s just a coincidence
but she has a foundation to
help people with cancer and
those who need an organ
donor and we are asking people who would like us to do
similar work for them to donate to her foundation.”
Woodward said they will
do the photoshop work at no
charge but ask people to consider donating to Brandy’s
foundation. Any amount, he
said, is acceptable.
“This has just gone over
really well. It’s a good news
story and a lot of people are
really touched. When they
send the request in they usually tell a little story about
what has happened and some
are heartbreaking. Just so
tragic. What I want to do as
an artist is really understand
what happened so I can use
that when I work on their
project.”
For more information, go
to
brandyangelphotography.com
then click
Be the Change BAF

JASPER NAILS
Professional Nail Care Service
• Acrylic • Spa Pedicure • Gel Nails • Gel Colors
• Solar Nails • Manicure • Waxing
Gift Certificates Available

706-253-5530 Appt. & Walk-Ins Welcome!
Monday - Saturday 10 AM - 7 PM
295 North Main St., Suite J
Full Set $22.00
(Located by Mtn. Video)
Fill In $16.00

TRADITION
TREE SERVICE
Jasper, GA

Josh

Generations of Tree Care
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured
• Tree Removal
• Tree Pruning
•Brush Chipping
Bail

C: 678-848-1751
H: 706-253-0122

with our new chipper
traditiontreeservice80@gmail.com

Georgia Arborist Association Member

Writer: Writers and authors
develop written content for
newspapers, magazines, books,
advertisements, movie and television scripts, songs and on-line
publications.
From “Occupational Outlook
Handbook”
So, you want to be a writer?
If you are already a writer, you
probably know that you don’t
write for money, whether you are
E.L. James (Fifty Shades of
Grey) who made $92 million last
year, or a weekly newspaper
columnist (who made $92 million less than that).
You write because you love to
write. It brings you joy and, if
you are lucky, brings enjoyment
to others.
But if money is a driver, just
know that you’re probably not
going to get rich by being a
writer. While salary.com sets
writers’ annual salaries between
$38,000 and $97,000 a year—the
fact is that there are many writers
who work for far less.
For example, many writers
are free-lancers, who only get
paid if they write things that are
published, and even some of
those (especially articles written
for websites) are not paid at all.
If you write a book review accepted by the Los Angeles Times,
you’ll get paid $50, but a freelance story in Cosmopolitan
could earn you $2,400 (that’s
about $2 per word).
Of course, on the other end of
that spectrum are the great fiction writers who sell millions of
books.

According to one national
survey, writers’ annual
salaries average between
$38,000 and $97,000 a year.
According to Forbes.com,
James Patterson made more than
$80 million last year while
Stephen King came in at a cool
$28 million. Gone Girl author
Gillian Flynn and Hunger
Games author Suzanne Collins
reportedly made about $23 million each (there are 7 women in
the world’s top earning authors
list compiled by Forbes).
But if writing a novel isn’t
your idea of fun (it took Margaret Mitchell 10 years to write
Gone With the Wind but E.L.
James wrote the ‘50 Shades’ trilogy in only 18 months), you
could always try your hand at
writing a television script.
According to the Soap Opera
Network, head writers made
about $33,345 per week for a
one-hour show, although “regular writers” for a half-hour show
might receive about $1,827 per
script. Neither one is bad, assuming you have the patience to
write for a dying genre.
If you want to be a newspaper

reporter, salaries range from
$20,700 to $78,000 or more, depending upon your experience
and the size of the market you
are working in. Television reporters are paid higher, some
making $135,000 to $400,000
per year, according to workinentertainment.com.
One downside about being a
reporter: the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports that the number
of jobs for both print and broadcast reporters is expected to decline by eight percent between
now and 2020.
Of course, if you want to be a
playwright, you might have to
moonlight a little. According to
one publication, playwrights
might be paid between $12,000
and $20,000 for their work if it is
produced—and then get six percent of the gross receipts. If the
play’s a flop, you might pay your
rent for a year or so.
Of course, you can always
self-publish. Self-published superstars are rare, like E.L. James
and Lisa Genova, whose selfpublished novel, Still Alice, spent
40 weeks on the NYT’s best
seller list (and was later made
into a movie starring Julianne
Moore and Alec Baldwin).
Of course, one study found
that the average annual salary for
self-published authors was about
$10,000—although that was
highly skewed because of several
at the top of the list who really hit
the jackpot (while both James
and Genova first self-published,
both were later signed by large
traditional publishers). Many
self-published authors are lucky
to make $500 in one year.
But $500 sounds like a fortune to many poets, perhaps the

lowest paying writing job
around. Statistics from The New
Yorker magazine note that The
Paris Review, one of the most
prestigious literary publications
in the world, pays just $75 for
each poem published, although if
you are lucky enough to publish
a poem in The New Yorker you
would make $460.
Even Walt Whitman, one of
America’s greatest poets, had a
‘day job’ as a government clerk
(of course, one way to beat the
odds as a writer is to win the
Nobel Prize for Literature, which
Whitman did, a prize that today
carries a monetary award of
about $200,000).
But it’s not the money that
drives most writers, whether they
are getting paid or not.
The late American author
Henry James reminded us that
“writing is its own reward.”
So, decide if writing is something you want to do, because
choosing it as a career based on
what you might earn is the wrong
reason (actually, choosing any
career field based solely on
money is wrong).
As a writer, you must love
what you do, as any other reason
will just make you miserable—
and probably broke.
[David R. Altman has been
nominated for Georgia Author of
the Year by the Georgia Writer’s
Association for his first book of
poetry, Death in the Foyer. He
lives part time in Jasper, and can
be
reached
at
altmandavidr@gmail.com and
www.davidraltman.com.]

Between the Bookends By Emma Ingle, Pickens Co. Librarian
Happy Veteran’s Day!

Adventures

In honor of Veteran’s Day,
come watch the Creekview
High JROTC Drill Team perform a drill and ceremony
routine, on Saturday, November 14th at 10:30 p.m. Afterwards kids will learn about
the American flag, its proper
care, and how to fold it. This
program is open to kids of all
ages but is best suited for 7 &
up; 9 & under must be accompanied by an adult.

Enter the Magic Tree
House on Tuesday, November
17th, 4 p.m. 7 – 12 year olds
are invited to travel through
time and space in the third
monthly Magic Tree House
book club journey. We will
discuss the 3rd book, Mummies in the Morning, and have
fun activities to go along with
it. Registration is required and
begins November 6. Call 706692-5411 to reserve your spot.

May the Odds Be Ever
in Your Favor

On Monday, November
16th at 5 p.m., come celebrate
the release of the Mockingjay:
Part 2 movie at the library!
We will have Hunger Games
activities AND a dessert contest. To be eligible to enter the
contest and win a $25 Starbucks gift card, you are encouraged, but not required, to
bring a dessert you made
yourself with the recipe you
used. This program is for
teens, grades 6th – 12th, only.

Magic Tree House

Story Time

The youngest folks are invited to join Miss Brooke for
Lap-Sit story time on
Wednesday, November 18th
at 10:30. Lap-sit story time is
designed for children ages 1 –
3. Family Story Time is also
on Wednesday, November
18th at 3:30. PLEASE NOTE
THE NEW TIME. Family
Story time includes a craft
project to take home and Parachute Play. All ages are invited.

READing Paws with
Abby
Parents may begin to sign
up their child for Abby’s next
visit which is November
23rd.
These reading sessions
begin at 3:30 p.m., and are
only 10 to 15 minutes. Abby
is a friendly, furry and nonjudgmental listener, who
loves to have children read to

her.
Children must be registered
for these sessions.

Festival of Trees

Deadline for accepting applications is Monday, November 16th. Applications cannot
be accepted after November
16th. Tree set-up begins on
Thursday November 19th.

The decorated trees will be on
display in the library from
Tuesday, December 1st
through Sunday, December
27th. If you have not participated in past years and would
like an application for your
business or organization,
please stop by the library or
give us a call at
706-692-5411.

Your Trusted

is moving!

New location is

675 Noah Drive

Carrington Coffee
opening soon at same address!
(across from Fatz & Johnny’s Pizza)

3 retail/office units
800, 1,020, or 1,180 sq.ft
available in this bustling area.
770-894-2343 if interested

Winter Coats are needed for:
• Homeless/poor people served by the Holy
Spirt Ranch here and throughout the metro area.
• For use with mission trip on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation in South Dakota where the
Holy Spirit Ranch is helping establish a church.
To donate coats, call Viriginia Betts at 770-826-0203
or look for a drop-off box in the lobby of the Pickens Progress
on Main Street, next to the courthouse
during standard business hours (Monday through Friday)

Coats are needed by Nov. 20th

