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Why Aren't My Prayers Being Answered?
Written by Amanda Wolfe - Contributed by Cheryl Smith

This is a repccurning question that many believers continue to ask God, "Why arent my prayers being answerad?” I've
heard some people say, "God answers all prayers. Somealimes He says, 'Yes,” sometimes He says, ‘No," and sometimes
He zays, 'Wail." Ancther version I've heard iz 'go,” 'slow." 'grow, ' or 'no.™ Either way it always seemed like a disappointing
answear 1o the quastion,

The Holy Spint is always so faithful to lead us into all truth... My shonl version answer to that question is that God certainly
does have an answer for all our prayers, bul the problem is people aren’l often praying those answers, People arg instead

praying FOR answers rather than praying THE answer, and il's praying THE answer that brings those promises 1o fruition
thraugh our prayers,

God raveals to us through His written Word, the Scriptures, all that He has already provided for us. He has given the
answers to all our prayers well before we were ever born, and as we speak forth what His Word says, we release those
provisions inte our lives by believing upon that which God has already said and already doneg, The Hely Spirt within us
amplifies the Word as we meditate on it and speak it forth, and He brings understanding to our soul {mind, will, and
emations) and imparts faith to us to believe what we are saying. Sometimes there is a lifetime of junk in our soul in that
area, Things like doubl, unbeliaf, religion, wrong teaching, the lies of the enemy, and as we meditate on the Scriplures, the
Word empowered by the Holy Spirit in us washes away those things and brings us info that place of agreement so that we
can RECEIVE without limit what God has already supplied for us through His Waord,

In 2 Corinthians 1:20 we read, "For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen (so be jt), to the glory
of God through us.” This is a piclure of receiving by grace through faith. It says that the supply comes from God's provi-
sions in grace where all the promises are already *Yes and in Him Amen” and we access His supply that is there for us by
believing what His Word says, by faith,

You might think of it like this: God's Word is the story of His grace toward all mankind, Grace is God's favor and goodness
towards us that we cant eamn and don't deserve, but He loves us so much He sent Jesus (John 3:16), His Word made
flesh (John 1:14), s0 we could receive all His goodness stored up for us as the loving Father that He is, in spite of our
failures. The Scriptures all point to Jesus from beginning to end. His Word, Jesus, is the fullness of grace and truth.

When we are speaking God's Word, confessing the Scriptures, we are speaking grace, We are speaking God's favor and
goodness into our lives, and we are exercising faith, the reliance upon God's Word, when we speak those Scriptures. With
a revw understanding in our hearts our faith ises up and assures us that evervthing we are speaking is what God has
already provided for us in Christ. We are not praying for these things as if we don already have them, but instead,
through the understanding of the Holy Spirit, we know that all God's promises are already "Yes, and in Him Amen®,
meaning so be it' to ust Our spirit already possesses all the promises of God the day we become bom-again.

The Bible teaches us, in 1 John 4:17, "Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of
Judgment; because as He is, 5o are we in this world.™ Did you just see that? The Scripture just said, "as He is (in
heaven), S0 ARE WE IN THIS WORLD." Brothers and sisters there is a power already inside of us that many of us are
NOT accessing and using for His glory RIGHT HERE IN THE NOW. HERE ON EARTH! Cur part in prayer is to simply be
in agreament with God's Word in our heart AND with our mouths, speak them forth, Listen to what Romans 4:76-17 says,
"Therafore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's

offs pring-nat anly to thase who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham, He is the father of
us all. As it is written: I have made you a father of many nations.’ (Genesis 17:5) He is our father in the sight of
God, in whom he believed—ithe God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that wera not."

In Mark 11:22-24 (NIV) we read Jesus saying, "W (il o Sad, Tady [ Gl peay I ecpens sips 00 Gids moeomieds,
T, Mirewy pearssl tnds dhe aes, " and doss el dzesd o dbalr hean o Salfares Tiad wiet Moy ssprwdll heppar, i
el (b ot ey Qs viiEraitnes [ oml preay, wlbeisrdr vae Sl it i Eeigees Saifio Thaf pee FAWE RETEE
(past tense), Sl § il b pera.™

One of the maost important revelations of truth that the Holy Spint leads us into, beginning upon the day of Zalvation, is to
KMOW that wa have received the Gift of Salvation the momeant we declared with our mouth that we believe Jesus is the
Son of God and that we accept Him as cur persenal Lord and Savior (Romans 10:9). Salvation, if you study it out in the
Greek, means MUCH MORE than just going to heaven, and in fact, the majority of the definition pertains to ife here on
earth. It means to be saved, healed, made whole, preserved, protected, and prospercus. We won't need protection in
heaven, and there's no sickness in heaven, 50 these promisas are for here on earth. All of these promises are already
ours, and we've been camying them around with us in our spirt from the day we became bom-again, in Chinst,
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Jesus, as a man, was the image of God's Wond which was very much involved in the creation procass from the baginning,
Let's listen here as John spoke with revelation, by the Holy Spint, of who Jesus fruly was when he said, "The Word
became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and anly Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified concerning Him. He cried out, saying, 'This is the
one | spoke about when [ sald, ‘He who comes affer me has surpassed me because He was before me.” Out of His
fullness we hawve all received grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jasus Christ.” (John 1:74=17)

EVERYTHING that is from God flows 1o us through His Word, Jesus. Everything was made through His Word, so that's
why it's important that we pray, communicating with God, via His Ward, The Holy Spirit elaborates for us as we ook upon
Jesus, the Word, He expands the truth in our heart and leads us into ALL truth as we meditate on God's Word, So as we
read these next few Scripture references let’s meditate on them and allew the Hely Spint to bring revelation and plant it in
our hearts, Lets first ook at John 1:1-5 (ESV), "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not
anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men, The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has nof overcome it.* Now Colossians 1:15=-17 (NIV), “The Son is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn over all creation. For in Him all things were created, things in heaven and on earth, visible and invis-
ible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities. AN things were creafed through Him and for Him. He
is bafore all things, and in Him all things hold togather.”

God has already answered all our prayers!! The first thing He did before He made us - the first fruit of His creation process
was to speak forth His Word by saying: "Let there be light™ - that was Father God speaking Jesus, His Ward, onta the
earth. You might say that was the answer 1o every prayer right there.

Tha Holy Spint works inside of ug now 1o lead wus continually inte all truth and bang us into remembrance of all God has
already said and done. Listen as Jesus Himself assures us, "0 edlbes Ry, Gie Sl F el eemies, i ol mafsin
ad T el dbe drodl, Az ol et speal en Aie ougg A vl spesal anly winal R Bears, and R ol ol pea wiked s
I (5 G, (U ol Gty ke Beahosd 00 0 (e ks Chid [ colll recat® wibed [0 ol thEis e &0 e~ (John
16:13-14) | love the part of Scripture here where it says, “and He wdll d=l pee wlied i el d2 eamme®, A lot of times, way
in advance, the Holy Spirit will impart a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom into our spints. Even though we don't
understand it at that time, as we confinue forward, He'll bring it to our remembrance as we walk directly into what God has
already prepared for us, ILis ruly AWESOME thatl anything we hear the Holy Spinl speak 1o our spinls we are assured
that it is directly from the Father and Jesus! This is why it is important for us to pray the Scriplures, pray the Word = the
Word is full of Gad's answars to us, God has already spokan; He has already answeared our prayers well bafore we ever
pray them! He has now called US to speak forth what He has spoken in the Scriptures. We are called o pray THE
answers, not to pray for answers as if we don't already have them living in us and written for us in the Word, God loves it
when we come to Him thanking Him that He has ALREADY supplied the answer to evenything we will EVER need in this
lifetime, But if we don't read the Waord of God we have no idea what has ALREADY been supplied for us through Christ
Jesus,

Prayer is simple. It's aboul coming into agreement with what God has already said and already done, We pray the
answers, noft the problem! We access those things that are supplied and flowing from His grace by speaking His words of
grace and coming into agreemeant with Him; we believe we have what God says we have, aven before we've aver seen it,
felt it, or experienced it. This is faith, and it comes 10 us from God. The Bible says faith COMES as we hear the Word.
Romans 10:17 tells us, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Faith is nothing mare
than ralying upon Chist, God's Word made manifest, and balieving upon Him and His finished work on the Cross, The
promises are finished and they are already curs, and it's the Holy Spint that brings us into a place of understanding this
truih,

Some describe faith simply as a positive response 1o God. I've heard Crefio Dollar say this and read an aticle by Andrew
Wommack both using this as a helpful way to think of faith as well. The Greek definition of faith reveals faith being: fu¥
persuasion and relianee upon Chiist for saheabion,

God has given us His Waord, full of His promises, and we respond io His Word positively when we put it in our own mouth
and mind and heart and believe upon it. The Holy Spirit is constantly leading us into all truth as we put the Word in our
mweuth, and praying in tongues brings great revelation as well to reveal God's Word to us and bring us into understanding.
Praying in tongues is a whole saparate teaching, but ba reminded that this is a gift that is yours in Christ, and the Sgirit
wiorking inside of us is truly our best teacher, so we wanl to pray in tlongues often. When we choose o pray in tongues,
the Holy Spirit prays through us what we don't know to pray for ourselves., | like the way the Message translation para-
phrase puts Romans 8:26-27, “Meanwhife, the moment we get tired in the walting, God's Spirit is right alongside
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Praner Reanests

Please will you pray with me for my mother's surgeries when
she goes under operation. Pray that she will be okay and that
iy whaole family's health will be better that our Lord will heal
them. Also, pray with me for my cellie's family too, And pray

for Overcomer's family and church that they continue to grow

in Spirit and continue to spread the love, and that | will be
granted an override 1o a 3 yard custody. God bless youw all at
Ohercomers for (Shriet ... MLA.

I need prayer from the Shamemars for (Shrist. Please pray that|
get to move closer to my family. Pray that | hear from my sen
and that he's not doing drugs. Pray for my old neighbar,
Granny, to get in better health, also, pray for her son-in-law.
Pray that my new cellmate gets what she needs towork out,
50 that she can keep her daughter with her baby daddy.
Thanks for listening ... 5.T.

Please pray for my father and his new fiancé, along with all
the lost souls in here who deny the Lord, that they may find
peace in His name and Weord ... LM.

Thank you for all of the prayers, yvou prayed for my brother
Juan Jr.and my sister Juanita knaowing that she is now with
our Lord, and in peace. Today | ask for prayer for my daughter,
that God would help her with her hate, anger, loneliness and
bitterness. For her to find God and find the peace that only
He brings ... E.G.

Please pray that God returns my grandsons Delnoy and
Ishaihis back 1o my home with me. My heart and health are
broken over my grandchildren, Also, agree with me in prayer
that my complate healing and deliverance be restored to me
im my entire body ... LA.

| would like to ask vou to keep mae in your pravers for: 1) 1 win
my PCR and clemency to be released s00n 2] AL
prison/judicial reform 50% - 65% 3) God keep my family safe
and blessad 4) That God continue to heal, bless, protect and
pravide for me, miy Family, friends and dogs ... AH.

| need wou guys prayers. P've been going thraugh some stress
and worrying a lot lately. See, my birthday and the murder of
my brother are in the same month. It was the Tth anniversary

of his murder. It seems | always stress a lot during these times.

I'm here doing a 25 vear sentence witha 7 1/2 vear old
daughter out there that I'm only able to communicate with
by phone. Theres a kot of weight on my back and that, at
times, causes me to feel hopeless and abandoned. It's hard at
times! | try hard to hold it down strong and firm, please pray
for these issues .. S.R.L.

Can you please pray for all of the inmates? Could you pray for
God to give them peace, strength, love and teach them to
love each other ... C.A.

Praize Neports
Yes, it's hard to believe that another year has passed. I'm so
happy that it has to because | only have 4 more Christmases
after this last one and I'll be home. Ta think that 10 1/2 years
a0 | was just beginning this journey. God has camied me
through, transforming me with every step. | didn't think |
would be sitting at a metal table, in a prison dorm, writing 1o
a prison ministry with this much joy in my heart, smile on my
face and a peace that | can't describe. But here | am! God 15
good! Thank yvou all for being a part of my journey. Thank
you far vour obedience to the call that God has put on yaur
livies ... R.W.

Allow me [0 share & praise report with all of you, worship-
wise, that we did here this past weekend. For our Saturday
night service, me and my guitanist did [ will Call Uoon the
Lovd, Your Great Name and Everlasting (from the Inside Cut).
Today, the English speaking praise team had the day off sa it
was the choir and the Spanish team that performed. | sing
backup on Spanish team, but today | co-led 1 Will Worship
and ! surrender AL All that | can say, brother Cash, §s that
when I'm really busy, the time just flies by. | think | may have
gotten a little dehydrated today, that's semething to watch
for in here, | don't know if | mentioned this, but | don't really
speak Spanish. But thanks to the Lord | can somehow "sing’
Spanish. It's like a language | already knew, somehow. [T's
ALL Gad! It's ane of the many great things that He has added
oy plate’ that would have NEVER known or experienced
out thera in the free world ... B.M.

| hope my letter finds you and everyone at (xhwromers for
(sfitiet in the best of health and in high spirits as it leaves me.
I'd like to thank you for the card you sent. It is amazing how
God always keeps His promise to us. God has blessed me
throuwgh all my time in prison. He has transformed me into a
new woman, a better woman and | know in His eyes this is
the way He wants me, because God gave me another chance
at life. | wasn't sentenced: | was saved! | see life differant. |
appreciate the tiniest things in life. | will go out there and do
things the right way! Thank yvou for all your prayers, | know
and believe that, and it is the reason why | have 50 much
faith and | will be just fine, There's a handful of people | will
keep in touch with when | leave and keep in my prayers. |
pray they are as strong as | am and are able to get through
this and put it behind them when they get out, like | did.
There were times when | didn't think | could make it, and |
had one knee on the ground, You know what | would dof I'd
put my ather knee on the ground and I'd ask God to give mea
strength. Then I'd get back up, dust off my knees, and
PUSH. [Pray-Until-Somathing-Happens). Again, | thank God
and everyone at (Shercmers for (SEriet for your prayers. |
appreciate it from my heart. Praise God! He is the best! | love
Him and God laves me ... M.
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Srom the “Suside

Do Not Be Sin Conscience
By C.L.

Two of my favorite sayings are, "He is Risen™ and "The Tomb is Empty®. Qur justification is in His resurrection because if
He were still in hell we'd be consumed with guilt. The old covenant, the ministry of condemnation was such because of the
guilt associated with the slaughter of the innocant on behalf of the guilty.

2 Corinthians 3:8 - "For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of rightecusness exceeds much
more in glory.”

Fraise be to God, we don't have o be nor should we be sin conscience in anyway because Ha is risen.

My Gratitude to OC4C
By. A.M.

Hello Swroesers T Shrist family! Just received your most welcomed and needed uplifiing and kind words today. Know that
the card you sent continués to make me smile, Thanks for the personal time to bring me a sense of joy and gratitude.

For a very long time I've lived my life shut down to feelings and showing true emotions. So, to give out compliments as |
do to you and the (3«3 family comes forth as genuine as you will ever receive from a man who has lived the very hard
life that | have in my past. Today, | live for the here and the now and embrace the love of our Lord Jesus Christ and the life
that He and cur heavenly Father have given me 1o live in all His glony:

Far me, from my own axpenance over the past 10 years since the Ghmomers fr (Shrist has opened my heart and eyes to
the truths of our Father's love, | have found an inner degree of iranquility that comes from the development and compas-
sion for others ., just as obviously, you yourself have shown to me as well as 50 many others, The warm hearted feeling
for athers you show almost always puts the mind at ease automatically. This in turn helps remove whatever fears and
insacurities we may have AND gives us hope and strength to cope with whatever obstacles we encounter in life.

Some may think that | am possibly a litile over extreme in conveying my thoughts of gratitude for your kind messages ...
your words to me ... but your touch upon my life came at a most intense struggle I'd been dealing with in my life recantly,
a time that | had been praying fervently aboul the past few weeks.

I've come to realize that Christ uses each of us in our imes of distress to help one another according to His plan in each
of our lives. In my case, it was your kindness and compassion that have become the key of recognition that led me o
discover the imponance of every area of life. And it"s one of the key facets of life that Jesus has taught all who believe in
His work for mankind.

Recently | was aftacked by an inmate who was under the influence of meth, because | refused to give him tobacco. | don't
smokea or use drugs as I've been a recovery addict since coming to the GXE 48 and accepting Christ ten years ago.
Amyways, as a result of the attack | had my lefi eyeball pulled cut and am now blind in that eye. I've had four operations
since August of 2017, Some of which were for cosmetic reasons and Il still be able to keep my eve but I'm never going to
be able to see out of it again.

For the past few weeks, ['ve really been harboring hatred and ill will iowards this sick and drug craved kid that attacked
me. When I started praying and asking God for answers as to WHY?? after all that | have suffered in my life ... WHY 7?7
now would such a thing happen to me only a matter of months befora I'm to be released. I've been in prison since 1976
and will be in my early 60's when | get out. WHY?? After all of this time did this have to happen o me??!

The answers came to me when | received your kind words, Deborah. The hostility and negativity of prisons and the life it
presents inside will never change until the inmates can change their atlitudes and make a 180 degree change in behavior,
no matter what. To be canng and compassionate, yel show love for a kinder world through the love of Christ is whal is
required to heal the wounds rather than complaining on one side or the other is the goal for me in my new life. To work
with organizations like the Eﬁﬁ i% wery important to everyone concermed with prison life. | hope | have baen abla to
express my true feelings in a way that you and ALL the Shwressers for (Sfiviet family that | embrace will understand.
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Ouesgomgrs for Slhpiet
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Lord Have Your Way with Me
By G.B.B.

Dear (Mwreomers Gy @ fivist family ... God bless you all. Boy, being locked up is a Iot harder than most ever know or think, for
real. | can't just go over to find out how my loved ones are doing, or make a phone call and honestly, doing without letters
as I've golien older has truly gotten harder on me. One of my niece’s | used to take care of was writing to me, she and |
were closer than me and my own children, for real. But she, as everyone elsa has just stopped writing also.

No one truly understands, | have gone a very long time locked away, yes | did this to myself, | made some very bad
mistakes and choices also. The one thing | have never lost was my faith in God. My out date has changed. Wyandotte
County Kansas has placed a felony hold on me. My new out date is §727/2020; | will go to my latast Max date. | hope and
pray you all might be able to find it to write Io a brother and help bring me up in this me of nesd.

| was sitting hera last night, the rain was just coming down, lightning and all, and | wrote a little song. Maybe you'll like it
and just maybe | will hear from you all seon. I'm 50 somy o come to you all like this, but | know coming from a brother in
Christ Jesus to a family of Christ Jesus children, | believe you all can undarstand. Here is my song:

Can | ba transparant for a minuig, some of the rumaors you've heard | probably did it! 'm not & perfact man, 'l admit it
But I'm covered by the Blood, I've been forgiven. When | think of things |'ve done, | shake my head, if it wasn't for Your
mercy I'd be dead. God you sure know how o break a brother down, my humility I'm say'n now -

Lord just have Your way with me.

I'm tired of try'n to be a super star, you can have the money, clothes and cars, | just want o be a man after Your heart, |
don't know how | dnfted 50 far, Lord I'm ask'n for Your Grace, | got nowhera alse to go, that's why I'm praying! All I'm
trying to say Is =

Lord have Your way with me.

I can be as humble as | know how to be, it's been a long time since |'ve been down on my knees and it's only You that
can set me free! I'll be wait'n here till You rescue me! | don't care what people think, cause | need help! They can't put
rme in heaven or hell, somebody ought to lift your hands in front of me! It's time for us to be what God wanlts us 0 be -

Lord have Your way with me.

Music Minsitry
B.M.

In regard to the worship ministry here, | am the lead singer and | have been in that role for the entire time that | have been
on this unit (almost 2 years). | have really grown a lot here. On other yards, | served as a back-up vocalist. In fact, | only
served in that capacity oul in the world, as a back-up dude, never leading. | have been singing harmenies for about 10
years — roughly. This unit i5 very music friendly, more 50 than other yvards | have been to.

I got saved back at Calvary Community Church many moons ago, but | was termibly shy and | didn't know | could sing until
I was in my thirties, when | helped my friend at a Men's Bible Study while attending Calvary Chapel Surprise in 2006 or
so. | didn't feel too scared singing with a bunch of dudes = so | did and a yvear or so later | was singing in froni of the con-
gragation with the big band. God is good, Ha naver gives us more than wa can handle and He allowed me to grow really
slowly. Our worship leader was a great gal named Julie and right before 1 was senl to jail, she was making me sing solos
to get me more comfortable in this gifting, and it's iotally prepared me for my role here in the church,

I've read a couple of good books aboul leading worship. The Heart of the Arlist by Rory Noland, he leads worship at
Willow Creek = Bill Hybel's church and Exploring Worship by Bob Sorge. Wow = this book was really good. | guess il's
used as a worship textbook in Christian college. I'm kind of a nerd about learning how | can better minister if this is to be a
calling for me outside of prison. | am hopetul, but skl 11 clean tedels for Jasus, it doasn't matter. Thank you for Philippi-
ans 4:6-7. | regularly have to shift my focus to Jesus on a daily basis, and He does give me His peace. | give you Ephe-
sians 4:1-3, and thank you for reaching ocut to me.
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Tt ible Study e
Nehemiah 1:1-5:13

When fragic news comes o you, first pray, then seek ways to move beyond grief to specific action thal helps those who
nead it [1:4)

Mehemiah wasn't ashamed to admit his fear, but he refused to It his fear stop him from doing what God called him 1o do.
When we allow fear to rule m,wnﬂke fear more powe an God. s there a task God wants you to do, but fear is
holding you back? God is greater tha lecognizi fou are afraid is the first step in committing your
fear to God. Realize that if God has U accomplish it. (2:2-3)

lrymampanﬂfag;umwklmunalarga nject, h person sées the importance and meaning of the job
igh quality wo i personal satisfaction, (3:28)

When you are mocked for your faith or, ing what you know is ﬂght. refuse to respond in the same way or to
become discouraged. Tell God how you feel and remen 1is promise to bawith you, This will give you encouragement
and sirength to camy on. (4:4-5)

1 Corinthians 7:1-40
Live God's way one day at a time and H ;
Don't assume you are in the wrong place the wrong person. -'-.:"-41 wants you. (T:17)
Some single people feel tremendous press b 5 ed. T :j-':: < th at thisir .:- gs can be complete only with a

spouse, But Paul underlines one advantage o ater focus on Christ and His work. If you
are unmarred, use your special opporlunity to seek Christ who

Psalm 31:19-32:11

Mo matter how bad our circumstances, the Lord will always protec re: faithful to Him. (37:23)

Whal is confession? To confess our sin is 1o agree with God, ad{ : 6l He s right to declare what we have done
as sinful and that we are wrong to desire to do it. It is to affirm our prsaking that sin in order to follow Him
more faithfully. (32:5)

Proverbs 21:4-7

Pride and amogance are just a5 much sin as are any other v ; -- Tl - :-- may nat seem like big sins but they will hurt

Faithful completion of ane's work is a great accomplishme

o worker does not come naturally to some
people, it is a result of strong character. Don't look for shc

ﬂtl‘t in inefficiency. Work hard as if in service of

“Foot” Wﬂtﬁ.iw 2

Hello fellow DuErmmal's, | wrould j.ﬁ'ﬁhml'll:lwu all that we need to make time to remember the
sacrifice Jesus Enﬁmm m that all ufmmum be i‘nrgi‘u'an of our sins and also be able to
reach heaven. Life these | VE

crazy times we're living |
us while we ware still sinn:

Love to ya'll short and tall i
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Why Aren't My Prayers Being Answered? by Amanda Wolfe continued from page 4
helping us along. If we don't know how or what to pray, it doesn’t matter. He does our praying in and for us,
making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our aching groans. He knows us far better than we know ourselves,
knows our pregnant condition, and keeps us present before God.” | am praying in tongues and speaking God's Word
over things and people all day long whether I'm driving, working or cleaning the house. This communication via the Holy
Spirit MEVER interrupts my daily choras or activities, Just existing, in Him, | live and move and have my being. Acts
17:28a, (NIV), confirms these very things, "For in Him we live and move and have our baing. ™ While | do enjoy my
focused prayer timeas apart from working or traveling or doing anything else, God and | are talking all day long. We have
one on ona lime when no one else s around AND He's with me evenypwhere | go and involved in evendhing I'm doing.

Salvation is a gift and it came with giving us full access to all God's promises for life on this earth as wall as eternity. You
can't eam the gift and you also can't lose it. The gift comes simply by believing upon Jesus Christ as the Son of God who
came to save us and receiving Him as the Lord and Savidr that He is. The same is true of any of the provisions God has
already stored up for us before the foundation of ime. Those things God has prepared for us: life, health, weallh, joy,
peace, prosperity, e, do not disappear from the spirit realm based on our behaviors, They are ALWAY S available to us,
and can only come as a gift through faith in Jesus Christ and believing that what He did on the Cross was enough! The
Apostle Paul, in Ephesians 2:8-9, gives us insight into this truth when he says, "For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the giff of God-not by works, so that no one can boast.”

God is for us people! ALL of His promises are already yes and Amen to us! We don't have to try and convince God to do
something for us, and in fact we can't, since all of His provisions have already been established for us permanently, in
grace, before the foundation of time. His goodness abounds and His love for us is far beyond our ownl! First John 4:10
tells us, "This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
5ins.”

Let's ook at Revelation 13:8, ".... the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world™ as we bring this to a close.
God FIRST supplied the blood for our healing, He FIRST supplied the forgivenass for our sins! He FIRST supplied the
supemalural ability we would need from Him, His wisdom and creaftivity, before He ever made us or gave us a destiny. He
FIRET supplied Jesus and slayed Him for you and | before He made anything!!! We were mada out of the blood! We were
made righteous! We were created in a covenant of grace! By His stripes we WERE healed, but that was actually before
anything here on this earth even existed. The Cross was a redemptive work to restore what mankind had given up in the
Garden of Eden when they were decaived by the enemy.

As ministers of grace (thal's what we are as praying people), we speak forth God's will which is revealed to us in His
Word, the Bible, and through revelation of His Holy Spirit, we call forth “be it unto us all you have spoken!” “Be it on earth
as it is in heaven.” Jesus, in what we call the Lord's prayer, spoke to the Father and said this, “Viaor ERgeiam sams,
prha el B gty Eol Gl S A0S i Diderin,~ (Matthew 6:10) Then in Matthew 18:18-1, Jesus again encourages us
with, 2 4=l pao Qe dmodl, edatzesr pae Rl oo el ol be farfddzm i besven, and wdbatansr (o Earmd am
card el e permiiie e bemas: [ ot pon difss e of oy aeres bars 2n et eensserming andiing e
ety Ry Failber 0 Mesoms wdll ste 0 dor praa,®

The real question is: will we receive those promises on this earth? God has already given the answers = the promises and
answers are already ours. It's like a teachar giving us a study guide with all the answers the night before an exam. Will we
use it like the answer key thal it is, or will we instead keep living as if we are still taking a test we don't have the answers
for?

While all the promises are yes and Amen o us, while grace abounds towards us, we still have to receive God's provisions.
The simple way we receive fulfiled promises in our life, or the answers o our prayers one might say, is by praying the
answers God has already given us in His Word. We have been given ACCESS to everything that God's grace alone has
supplied for us, The way we access ANYTHING from God is by faith, Faith is the reliance upon what He has already said
and already done in and through His Word, Jesus Christ.

Jesus taught us by example. He spoke what the Father had already spoken to Him and made it clear that as we believe
vpon Him, we are receiving from Father God through Him. John 12:44-50 reads, "And Jesus cried out and said,
Uihaerer baizves o lis belizves nod o & o e Kin e ssmd i Aed wheewer sees [ oses Mim wihs semd
e [ bers caons fete Gbe e 6 Bphe oo Mhet eteswsr Seltioss b e moepy oo retado te derdmoess, I arpens
fzers [y wErels and doss medt e e, [ e et foEns b for [ ey eet s 02 fons 0 war Bl 4o seee e
e, D i e s (9 sno e e s Gy e e o o @ reee ot [ e s el
Sz (ol am @he leed dkpe. Rer ] e nel SEaiEn an By o sedbailg S (e Fedher e somd Mz e Mmneal’
EhaEh (% © SETmREOEAGDs (5 Sty Srdl vl 05 sl Aed! § fxodey (g FiE cdaimededindeg 0 imrio fits, e
J seps, SREFRiErE, [ anyree e Fedier ee el i
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S0 once again to recap the shorer version response in the baginning ... God has called us not to pray FOR answers, but
rather ko pray THE answers He has already given us in His Word, This is the pathway to His promises and provisions
coming to fruition through our prayers.

God Redeeming Us
By Steve Arterbum

“God will take care of your tomorrow too. Live one day at a time. " - Matthew 6:34

The day Martha Stewart went 1o jail, | mentioned 1o a group that we should pray for her as she entered har new ‘gated

community’, and the group laughad at that. But serously, jail can indeed be a gifi. We prayed for her because good things
can happen when people go to jail.

In the Bible there's a story about a man named Jeseph who refused to sleep with the queen and was imprisoned for more
than 13 years. That was a huge chunk of his life, but it must have been the chunk that prepared him to later be in change
of the entire nation,

Then there was Chuck Colson, While imprisoned for crimes committed during the Watergate scandal he came to trust in
God, and when released from prison, Chuck founded what has grown into an internatonal prison ministry that has
touched the lives of thousands upon thousands of prisoners.

Your situation might be just as humiliating as Martha Stewart going to jail, but God can redeem it. He makes the best
come out of the worst, if vou'll frust Him 1o do 5o,

You are beaten to earth? Well, well, whal's that? Come up with a smiling face. It's nothing against you to fall down flat but
to lie there, thal's dizgrace. - Edmund Vance Cooke (1866-1832) a 19th- and 20th-century poet

Easter Word Search

Fead John 17-20 to learn more about Jesus' crucifixion and ressurmection
T H O K N 5 W Y 5 M L A P N G
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E V I L A L N B M O T R B O F
S I N U I NN A I L D C T F ¥
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Alive Forgiven Risen

Believe Gethsemane Rooster

Betrayed Guards Sacrifice

Bread Hosanna Sin

Cross Life Son

Crucify Nails Stone

Died Palms Thorns

Donkey Pilate Tomb

Empty Prayed
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By A.D.

Ultra Tony travels back in time to Jesus® crucifiion. Jesus (ook the sin
of the world upon Himself and died for us all, for you and me.
Liitra Tony saw Jesus resumect. This brings hope to the world.

“Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they
are doing.” And the soldiers gambiled for his clothes by throwing
dice.” = Luke 23:34

Quote Worthy

“Flatter me, and [ may not believe you. Criticize me, and I may not like you. Ignore me, and I may
neot forgive you. Encourage me, and I will not forget you."

- Willlam A. Ward (1921-1994) one of America's most guoted writers of Inspirational maxims. More than 106 articles, poems
and meditations have been published in such magazines as Reader's Digest, This Week, The Upper Room, Together, The
Christian Advocate, The Adult Stodent, The Adult Teacher, The Christian Home, The Phi Delta Kappan, Sclence of Mind, The
Methodist Layman,; Sunshine, and Ideals

Ministry Tithes & Offerings

It takes the body of Christ working together to create, print, and mail this newsletter. None of this would be possible without the
faithful suppaort of many people who believe in this ministry. The vision of this ministry & to offer hope, love, and encouragemeant
ta those whao ane incarcerated. You are investing in spreading the Word of God to lost souls, encouraging, mentoring, and
discipling believars.

Here is how you can give to the (Swreemers for (S izt mini stry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”. Mail your check or money order ta PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

We thank everyone who sows into this ministry. We pray all that vour hands touch will be richly blessed, and that you will have
abundance in every area of your life,

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of kess than 5250, your cancelled chieck is suffi-
cient proof for taxes. For donations of 5250 or more, you will receive a confribution statement from the organization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Mess
By J.H.

A mess to a message
Every test is a blessin’
Second-guessin’ equals stressin’

His love and sacrifice impressive
Foolishness,; those lost can't ingest this,

I lean on Him, lost getting my lean on gin,
Grins, smirks and winks, missed all His signs,
Neon pink; some lean on shrinks,
Attempt to find their identity in minks,
Focused on what others think,

When life can end in a blink,

My Father is Phenom,
I war with my flesh, Vietnam,
Can't ditch every test,; take every breath for granted,
Eternal life I was granted,

Planted by still waters,
Fishing for Those lost sons and daughters!

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address wihen you move 1o help reduce unnecessary waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck® Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
hercemers for (3 frist @ Minisiry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwhw livingwordonling.org jasenlvingword@gmail.com
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