Aim: How did certain colonial political practices lead the colonies toward democracy?

Four landmarks in English history:
The Magna Carta:
1. 1215 King John signed the Great Charter, or Magna Carta
2. King is subject to the laws

3. All persons are guaranteed trial by jury 
4. Parliament alone could levy taxes
The Evolution of Parliament: 
1. 14th century Parliament split into two houses 
2. House of Lords:  made up of higher clergy and nobility 
3. Hereditary appointment
4. House of Commons:  made up of the wealthy middle class 
5. Elected officials

6. English kings to accept legislation from Parliament 
English Common Law: 
1. 14th century, courts had referred to past cases 
2. Followed the previous decisions of judges

3. Formed a body of judge-made law, called the common law
4. English statute law (enacted by legislature)

5. Helped protect the individual rights 
6. 17th century Englishmen certain basic rights

7. Life, liberty and property could not be taken away arbitrarily

8. Entitled to a write of habeas corpus which provided for a statement of charges, a speedy trial and a trial by jury

9. Government officials could not search a private home without first securing from a court a search warrant specifically stating the goods to be sought.

The English Bill of Rights: 
1. 1689 Parliament passed the Bill of Rights

2. The king may not make or suspend laws or levy taxes

3. The king could not maintain an army without the consent of Parliament

4. King may not interfere with parliamentary elections and debates

5. People are guaranteed the right to petition the government; 
6. The right to an impartial and speedy jury trial

7. The right to protection against excessive fines and bails, and against cruel and unusual punishments
