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When Henry arrived at the sanctuary in 2009, he preferred to spend time alone. While he still likes climbing
high and checking out the view, he’s now doing very well in his group with Sarah Anne and Donovan.

A LIFE AT SANCTUARY

Effort To Retire Chimpanzees From Research Continues
by Rana Smith
President and Chief Executive Officer / Chimp Haven
When Henry first came to Chimp
Haven in 2009, he didn’t know what
to think of his new chimp friends. Kept
as a pet in a garage for more than 15
years, Henry had never experienced
life with other chimps. Rain or
shine, he would climb up to the high
platforms in his enclosure and gaze
out all around him, choosing to spend
much of his time alone. During this
time, Chimp Haven’s oldest resident,
Sarah Anne, seemed to sense that
Henry needed some kindness. At 59
years old, Sarah Anne doesn’t always
have much patience for the other
chimps in her group, but when staff
made the morning breakfast rounds,
Sarah Anne would collect food and
make the climb up to the structure
where Henry sat, making sure he got
his share.
Today, Henry has settled in to his
new life, thanks in large part to the

guidance and understanding of the
other chimps in his group at Chimp
Haven. Earlier this year Henry was
spotted initiating play with his group
alpha, Donovan. It was the first-time
staff had witnessed Henry initiate
a play session with another chimp,
and a joyful day for everyone at the
sanctuary.
Their endearing “bromance” has
continued throughout the year and
Henry seems to have finally found
his place. His is one of the many
remarkable stories that unfold when
chimpanzees like Henry, Sarah Anne,
and Donovan are introduced to life
at Chimp Haven, where everything
we do is designed to allow them to
live like chimps, complete with the
large, rich social groups they would
experience in the wild.
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Sarah Anne reassures Henry with a “kiss” on the
head.

As the world’s largest chimpanzee
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Sabrina and Ashely arrived at the sanctuary together in 2013 from a research facility in Louisiana. They’re close friends,
and Sabrina often shows Ashely love by bringing her some of their snacks to share.

sanctuary, Chimp Haven is home to more than 260
chimpanzees, most of whom are retired from biomedical
research. Although the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
ended biomedical research on chimpanzees in 2015, there
are still more than 200 chimpanzees in research facilities,
waiting for their turn to come to sanctuary. Chimp Haven
is committed to working with the federal government and
research facilities to transfer the remaining chimpanzees
as quickly and safely as possible, but there are currently
many challenges in getting them here.
Some research facilities advocate that chimpanzees
should retire in place at the research facilities where they
currently reside, while another facility has delayed the
transport of more than 50 chimps they have deemed too
fragile to transport. We feel strongly that all chimps deserve
sanctuary retirement and we certainly don’t want to leave
any behind unnecessarily.
To address this issue, in spring 2018, the NIH established
a working group comprised of veterinarians, chimpanzee
behaviorists, medical doctors, and other highly regarded
professionals to assess the safety of relocating former
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research chimpanzees from research facilities to sanctuary.
Once they made their recommendations, the NIH received
more than 4,000 comments from the public. NIH Director Dr.
Francis Collins reviewed these comments and announced
the agency’s decisions regarding chimpanzee transfer to
sanctuary, which you can read / download via links below:
•
•

Dr. Collin’s Statement
Full NIH Working Group Report

Chimp Haven is pleased overall with the NIH’s response and
decisions related to the working group’s recommendations
for retiring chimpanzees to the federal sanctuary system.
It is our shared goal to retire as many former research
chimpanzees to sanctuary as possible, and to do so as
expeditiously as possible, always with the chimpanzee’s
health and welfare as the highest priority. Despite attempts
from some research facilities to advocate for retirement in
place, the NIH report underscores the importance of retiring
all NIH-owned and supported chimpanzees to sanctuary
whenever possible.
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We are currently collaborating with the NIH and research
facilities in an effort to standardize how all facilities
assess and categorize chimpanzee health and behavior
when determining whether they are eligible for transfer to
sanctuary. We believe using a standardized approach and
categorization system across facilities will help increase
transparency, minimize bias and make transfer decisions a
bit less subjective so that we can provide lifetime sanctuary
care to the hundreds of chimpanzees who deserve it.
In 2018, Chimp Haven welcomed 42 chimpanzees to
sanctuary and more are scheduled to arrive this year. To
that end, we continue to make great progress on a $20
million-dollar expansion that will help us make space for the
chimpanzees remaining in research facilities. Construction
is currently underway for three new multi-acre forested
habitats where the chimps can climb trees and forage for
food, two large open-air corrals with climbing structures
that offer incredible views of the sanctuary and surrounding
forest, a much-needed commissary for food storage and
diet prep, two vet suites that will help keep our chimps
healthy and thriving, indoor bedrooms for the chimps, and
staff work space. We’re midway through the expansion
which is slated to be complete in early 2020.
Early last year, when Hope arrived at Chimp Haven from
a research facility in New Mexico, she quickly became
one of the sanctuary’s favorite personalities. Sweet and
outgoing with the perfect amount of sass, she’s earned a
reputation as her group’s “official greeter” of new chimps.
Each time a new chimp is introduced to her group, Hope
waltzes right up and gives them a big hug. Like Sarah
Anne did with Henry, she seems to sense that everyone
needs a little reassurance sometimes. Time and time again
we see personalities and confidence blossom as bonds,
friendships, and social ties are formed within groups.
Every time we witness a now-famous “Hope hug,” we can’t
help but imagine what she might be telling the newbie with
her big embrace. We like to think she’s letting them know
they’re home, and that it’s all going to be okay.

Chimp Haven was founded in 1995 to respond to

the need for long term chimpanzee care. The need for
care extended to those chimpanzees no longer used in
biomedical research, the entertainment industry or the pet
trade. Located 22 miles southwest of Shreveport, La., in the
Eddie D. Jones Nature Park in Keithville, La., Chimp Haven
serves as The National Chimpanzee Sanctuary.
For more information: www.chimphaven.org
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TOP: One of our newer arrivals, Marie, has recently become 59-year-old Sarah
Anne’s BFF and protector. She (and all of the Chimp Haven staff) treat Sarah
Anne like the queen she is! CENTER: Hope arrived in 2018 and quickly became
one of the sanctuary’s favorite personalities. Her unique look is due to alopecia
(likely genetic) which she receives extra fluids and ointments for. She’s a happy
girl who’s full of personality. BOTTOM: Hope reassures Corney with a hug
during group introductions.
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