
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

November 13, 2023
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Thomson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 11th, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Commissioner Hudson, Commissioner Gubrud (Zoom), Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg, Battalion Chief Klinefelter and Secretary Berg. Firefighter Mark Redis (Zoom) and community members Phill Zimmerman, Cindy McKeon, Mark Reilly (Zoom) and Andrea Xaver were also present.
Commissioner Hudson made a motion to approve the consent agenda.   Commissioner Gubrud seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
* October 9th Minutes

* Accounts Payable Check #’s 4323-4350 in the amount of $19,266.18
* Payroll Check #’s 4319-4322 and EFTPS in the amount of $3,125.71
Correspondence:  A letter from Skagit County EMS about their ballot measure.
Public Comment:  N/A
Old Business:  

Financial Status – Our financial status has not changed.
Training Requirement – Tabled until next month.  
Posting Requirements – According to Attorney Brian Snure, our district is not a qualifying district due to the fact our valuation is under 5 billion so the new posting requirements do not apply to us.
Fire Engine – Commissioner Hudson has been getting up to speed by reviewing all the previous paperwork. Currently, it is taking 2 to 3 years to get a new fire engine once it is ordered.

Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume.  We have responded to 304 calls so far this year.
New Business:  
Budget – The commissioners reviewed the proposed budget.  Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to approve the budget of $534,247.13.  Commissioner Hudson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Resolution 23-249 – Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to approve Resolution 23-249, to increase our levy by 1%.  Commissioner Hudson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Resolution 23-250 – Commissioner Hudson made a motion to approve Resolution 23-250, assigning our level of accounting service provided by the county auditor.  Commissioner Gubrud seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Conference – Commissioner Hudson attended the commissioner conference put on by the WFCA.  He found it very informative.

Chief’s Report:   
· There was a Clear Lake house fire today. Our engine would not draft so the mechanic has been called.
· Chief Berg presented a resident program agreement for the commissioners to review.

· The Jaws of Life has been serviced.

· Chief Berg is working on getting a new contract for hose testing next year.

· The command vehicle is getting new tires.

· The EMT students are doing very well.

· One of our firefighters received the bulldog at the academy (Kraig Ekstein).  The other two firefighters are also doing great.

Assistant Chief/Battalion Chief Report: 
· Final OTEP for 2023 is tomorrow.
· RSV, the flu and Covid are all going on this time of year.
· CISM has been very quiet lately.
· BC Klinefelter is working on a hose grant for 924. 
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  Commissioner Gubrud wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
Meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Bruce Thomson, Commissioner Chair


