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President’s Notes 

  Hello Friends, 

    Summer has arrived!  It's so nice to greet you and wish 

you all an enjoyable summer season. 
     Many thanks to all Sacramento River Delta Historical 

Society members for your continuing interest in the 

historical and cultural heritage of the Sacramento River 
Delta area and its communities.  Your support is so 

necessary and appreciated! 

    A big thank you to all who came to our January General 

Meeting.  In addition to enjoying a delicious Potluck 
Dinner and a chance to visit with friends, both new and 

old, we were entertained by Mary Ellen Burns, an 

enthusiastic local "foodie", recipe collector, author, and 
inveterate cookbook collector.  She gave a presentation on 

the history of Sacramento region cookbooks and had a 

most interesting display of vintage cookbooks for us to 
look at. 

    That evening we also welcomed Ron Globus as the 

newest SRDHS Board member.  Welcome, Ron!     We 

also bid farewell to our previous SRDHS Board President 
Cathy O'Connor.  Thank you, Cathy, for all your work as 

President.  (It was she who proposed the excellent idea of 

the SRDHS publishing an annual calendar together with 
sponsorships, an idea which has become a great success!).  

    The next General Meeting in March featured filmmaker 

and author Bill George, who showed us his award-winning 
film "The Hidden Wonder of the World: Construction of 

the Transcontinental Railroad," together with a lively 

discussion afterward about this immense undertaking.  

Bill's film traced the building of the railroad from 
Sacramento over the Sierra Nevada in the 1860's.   

    We were doubly delighted when Bill George returned 

for the May General Meeting to present his "Chinese 
Builders of Gold Mountain," another excellent film, 

together with a great discussion afterward about this 

fascinating part of history.  Bill's documentary chronicled 

the contributions of Chinese immigrants in California in 
the 1800's, tracing the path of Chinese who came to 

California in the 1850's. 

    In addition to the thanks due to the SRDHS membership 
for your continued support, there are many "behind the 

scene" efforts which contribute to the success of this 

organization, some of which I'd like to mention.  Tom 
Herzog, Board member and Program Coordinator, 

continues his quest to find the most varied, interesting, and 

informative speakers for our General Meetings!  We all 

benefit from their knowledge about different aspects of 
this unique region.  

    Kathleen Hutchinson's fine editorial oversight and 

authorship of many articles found in this twice-yearly 

NEWSLETTER must also be acknowledged.  How lucky 
we are to be able to read these articles!  Thanks Kathleen 

for your insight and scholarship.  Readers can also go to 

the SRDHS website (SRDHS.org) and access archived 
NEWSLETTERS containing many articles about the Delta 

and the people who made this area the special place it is.  

Greatly enjoyable reading!   
    Speaking of mainstays, there must be a mention Esther 

Koopman and Bobbie Collier, who on Tuesday mornings 

are at the SRDHS Resource Center, housed in the Jean 

Harvie Community Center in Walnut Grove.  Here is a 
treasure trove of maps, photos, published articles and 

memorabilia of the Sacramento River Delta area, dating 

back to its early settlement, archived and organized by 
Esther and Bobbie, available to amateurs and serious 

historians alike.  If any of you NEWSLETTER readers 

have material which would add to the understanding of 
this unique region, Esther and Bobbie would be very 

happy to add it to the collection.  Original material can be 

copied or the originals themselves can be archived, as the 

donor wishes.  Also, if anyone would like to volunteer at 
the Resource Center, Esther and Bobbie will find a project 

for you to work on!  New SRDHS member Connie 

Salswedel has been volunteering on many Tuesdays, 
lending a much appreciated hand.  Connie has said that 

this is a very enjoyable way to learn about a lot of local 

history.  Thanks, Connie!         (continued on page 6) 
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A Tale of Two Mansions 
By Kathleen Graham Hutchinson  

 

   Your editor Kathie Hutchinson gave the following 

talk last August (2014) at a private luncheon at the 

Mansion. 
 

   Lured by gold Henry Meyer came to California from 

Germany around 1850. A year later he bought property 

on Grand Island facing Steamboat Slough. 
 

   His son, Louis and his wife (?) Audrey built “The 

Mansion”. It was nearby his brother Edward’s house 

(which still stands) also facing Steamboat Slough. The 

Mansion was built in response to the William Smith’s 

“Castle” across the island on the River. 
 

   Smith had inherited a fortune from his father George 

A. in real estate, riverboats (California Transportation 

Company) and farmland. A modest farmhouse was 

remodeled by Henry Mortensen of Rio Vista to, in 

Smith’s view, look like a castle on the Rhine: three 

stories replete with castellated walk (to view his land 

holdings, according to his son George W. G.), ballroom 

and proposed elevator. (There was only the shaft, not 

the cab). Over $500,000 was spent, a large chunk of 

money around 1910. 
 

   Not to be outdone the Meyer’s countered. They also 

spent a fortune. The house, four stories, 58 rooms was 

designed by J. W, Dolliver of San Francisco. Artisans 

were imported from Europe to work on the plaster and 

woodwork. A spring dance floor was installed in the 

ballroom and a one lane bowling alley in the basement. 

But, the house was never finished or lived in. An 

agricultural depression followed World War I and 

Louis Meyers was bankrupted. He lost his house and 

land and quite possibly his San Francisco real estate 

investments. 

 

   Louis, I was told, committed suicide and his wife 

went to live “somewhere else”. His son Lou, Jr. who 

moved in Sacramento society and married a girl also 

named Audrey “Audie” for short who married secondly 

Edwin “Eddie” Bedell who ran the restaurant at the 

Clunie Hotel and later owned the well-known Bedell’s 

restaurant at 11
th
 and L streets in Sacramento.  

“Sacramento” lunched, and legislators met at Bedell’s. 

The Meyer’s daughter Petronella married John Diggs 

of Thompson Diggs Hardware Co. of Sacramento. The 

other Meyer daughter Henrietta married and moved to 

Idaho. 
 

   The Smith’s also lost most of their fortune by the late 

1930’s. Their son George W. G. Smith lived in the old 

Smith house downriver of Courtland which was built 

by his great grandfather, George Augustus Smith. He 

raised his family there and lived well into old age 

having farmed and dabbled in Republican politics. The 

“Castle” near the corner of Highway 160 (Grand Island 

above Leary Road) burned to the ground in the early 

1940’s. 
 

   The Mansion having been abandoned fell into 

disrepair. The land with the house was sold to Ensher, 

Alexander and Barsoom who owned a cannery at 

Isleton and Delta farmland. It was used as a granary for 

a number of years and was full of vermin. In 1949 it 

and the land was purchased by DH&P (Darsie, 

Hutchinson & Pettigrew) farming corporation. In the 

later 1950’s several operators attempted to rehabilitate 

the house and it became a spot to rent for parties. One 

of the operators installed a large pipe organ. After a 

number of years and false starts Terry Black and 

associates purchased the property and finally began 

making a success out of the white elephant of 

Steamboat Slough. 
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                                                      *****Tidbits of Interest by Kathleen Graham Hutchinson*****

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above is a reprint from the California State Railroad Museum Foundation Newsletter 2014. 
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Your editor notes:   And wouldn’t it be nice to combine the 

railroad experience with a riverboat ride between Hood and 

Walnut Grove! Hornblower Cruises currently offers combo-
tours near Sacramento in competition with the SSRR. 

 

   Sacramento Southern Railroad established in 1907 was 

developed as a subsidiary of the Southern Pacific and was 
known as the Walnut Grove  Branch Line. The picture is of 

the one-time swing railroad bridge passing over Snodgrass 

slough near Locke. The railroad continued as a trestle 
through east Walnut Grove to the Depot, now demolished. 

 

***** 
 

   Stillwater Orchard pears were the featured fruit in 2014 on 

the Sacramento Southern Railroad excursion train which 

makes a round trip from the Central Pacific Depot in Old 
Sacramento to Freeport. 
 

***** 
 

An article from The San Deigo Union Tribune, March 4, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

 

In 1887 Solomon Runyon was listed among the 

Directors of the Sacramento Electric Street Railway. 

From its downtown depot the line ran to J Street and 

out to Oak Park where it terminated. 

 

***** 
 

 

A reprint from The “Delta Voice”, 10/29/2014 

Newsletter of the Delta Protection Commission 

 

 
 

***** 
 

 

The four remaining Bill Hutchinson letters featured in 

previous newsletters will appear in future newsletters.  
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Above is an obituary from the Sacramento Bee and below are memories of Carol from our editor Kathleen Hutchinson. 
 
   I first remember Carol when I was a grade schooler at Bates. She was the new tall – fresh out of Cal – girls P. E. teacher 

at CHS (Courtland High School) – white shirt, white gym shorts, white socks and Keds. For me, she was for years “Miss 

Watson”, and was my Frosh/Soph P. E. teacher. 
 

   Much later, by then I called her Carol, we worked together on the SRDHS Newsletter. Both of us contributed articles 
and Carol also contributed transcribed meeting lecture notes which we published in early years. We took the reins for 

around fifteen years after taking over from Yvonne Pylman who had capably initiated and wrote the newsletter for around 

two years.  
 

  As noted above in the obituary Carol moved back to Pasadena sometime after retirement to care for her aged (well over 

100) father. We continued editing and writing the newsletter long distance until she suffered a stroke which made reading 

for her very difficult. 
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(President’s Notes continued from page 1)    

   In addition to printed material, another way the Delta 
community has contributed to the understanding of this 

unique area is by Oral Histories, told by long-time 

residents, many of whose families have been here for 

generations.  Board member John Stutz is now responsible 
for recording these one-of-a-kind treasures.  If you wish to 

participate or know of someone who would like to, please 

email the SRDHS (srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com) and 
John will contact you. 

    A mention, too, of the Locke Centennial Celebration, on 

May 9, 2015, a great success!  I hope many SRDHS 
members had the opportunity to enjoy this very special 

celebration and learn more about Locke's unique place in 

Delta history.   

    And at last we come to the mention of our new 2016 
Pear Label Calendar!  Once again we are offering our 

calendar featuring a beautiful new assortment of 12 

frameable historical Pear Labels chosen from Jim 
Dahlberg's label collection.  We are so grateful to Jim for 

his generosity in sharing this art with us all.  The 2016 

Pear Label Calendar will be offered for sale at the Pear 
Fair in Courtland on Sunday, July 26th.  Please look for us 

at the table right inside the main auditorium building, 

where you can find our newest calendar along with a 

selection of previous calendars.  All of the calendars have 
become sought-after collector's items!  A sample of our 

calendar and order form is on next page. So please come 

to the Pear Fair, see the new calendar and buy for yourself 
and gifts!  Also, take the time to see the wonderful 

historical photo collection on display! 

    Wishing you all the best this summer! 

    Warm Regards, 
    Barbara Damion, President 

    Sacramento River Delta Historical Society 
 

RESOURCE CENTER NEWS 

   Thank you for your historical donations to our resource 
center! Special thanks to Robert James for contributing his 

“California History Magazines” collection. They are full of 

many historical and interesting articles on the Delta.  
    We are recording each donated collection in our data 

base – many collections are done, but many still need to be 

entered. Would you like to help? We work almost every 

Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and need people to 
enter data (it’s already handwritten and just needs to be 

entered into the computer.) Please call Esther at 777-2227 

or Bobbie at 777-6792  to make sure we will be there and 
join us. 
 

INFORMATION 
Sacramento River Delta Historical Society web site is 

srdhs.org. Please view and enjoy the information. If you 

wish to email the resource center, the email address is 
srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com 

 

 

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
We would like to thank all those who made memorial 
contributions to the Sacramento River Delta Historical 

Society.  
 

SRDHS 2015 SCHEDULE 

July/August……………………………..….Summer Break 

September 15…………………………….General Meeting 
October 20…………………………………Board Meeting 

November 17……………………………..General Meeting 

December…………………………………..Board Meeting 
December Newsletter 

January 19, 2016…………………………..Annual Potluck 
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DO YOU WANT TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE 

THIS GREAT PUBLICATION??? 
 

Then make sure you pay your 2015 dues – 

Use this form or one of our handy dues envelopes 
 

Name:________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ________________________________ 

Phone:________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _______________________________________ 
 

□ I’m paying Annual dues for the following year(s): 
 □ 2015         □ 2016         □ Other_______  

 $25.00 a year for Annual Membership  
 

□ I’ve enclosed $150 to become a Lifetime Member 
 

□ I’d like to register as an Honorary Member – Free to  

 those members 80 years and older 
 

Please mail this form with a check payable to SRDHS to: 
 

SRDHS Membership 

P.O. Box 293 

Walnut Grove, CA  95690 

 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Editor………………………...………Kathleen Hutchinson 
Design/Layout………………………...….Esther Koopman 

 
*The Sacramento River Delta Historical Society publishes the 
Sacramento River Delta Society Newsletter twice a year. 

mailto:srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com
mailto:srdhs@riverdeltawireless.com
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NEW “2016” SACRAMENTO RIVER DELTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

CALENDAR  AVAILABLE AT PEAR FAIR OR AFTER AUGUST 1st     
 

Here is a preview of the cover of the delightful 2016 Calendar representing more Pear Labels from Jim Dahlberg’s 

Collection. Each month shows a different Pear Label and there is one page with explanations of some of the labels shown. 
 

 

 
 

 

The Sacramento River Delta Historical 
Society’s “Pear Label” Calendar for 

2016 may be purchased at the 

Courtland Pear Fair July 26
th
 or at the 

Resource Center and at the Society 
Meetings after August 1st. You may 

also order the calendar by filling out the 

form below and mailing it with your 
check to: 

 

SRDHS 

P O Box 293 
Walnut Grove, CA  95695 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price for each 2016 calendar is $15.00 plus postage  

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 calendar price is $10 each plus postage 
 

If you wish to have the calendar(s) mailed please add the following postage: 
 

1 Calendar         $2.10 postage 

  
2 Calendars        $3.20 postage  

 

3 - 6 calendars         $5.75 for priority mail (2 to 3 day delivery) 
 

 

 

 

Sacramento River Delta Historical Society Calendar Order Form 
 

Please send ______ 2016 calendars @ $15 per calendar 
 

___2012   ___2013   ___2014 ___2015calendars @ $10 per calendar 
 

Enclosed is payment in the amount of $_________(include postage in total) 
 

Name_______________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________ 
 

City________________________________State_______Zip__________ 

 


