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Theme:  Hurry come “save us”
Introduction:  The children of Israel have moved into the promised land Gilgal is their pivotal geographic home camp where reconnection and renewal spiritually have recently happened with a memorial from the crossing of the Jordan river erected for future remembrances.  So, out to conquer from Gilgal and home afterwards to Gilgal.  The equivalent in the New Testament is the Christian Cross.  Jericho is captured and destroyed, Ai’s sin has been purged, Ai is conquered, Gibeionite mistake is present, Joshua keeps his word and then the Gibeonites are attacked.  Come save us is the cry!!!  This is the quick context of where we are in the study of Joshua.  Keep the context in mind as you study.  Ask the question “what can I learn from this?”
Important People: 	 Joshua and Israel   	Gibeon       5 king coalition	

Key Verse:	Joshua 10:6 (MSG) 
6  The men of Gibeon sent word to Joshua camped at Gilgal, "Don't let us down now! Come up here quickly! Save us! Help us! All the Amorite kings who live up in the hills have ganged up on us." 
It is most important to remember who can Save Us!   We need to constantly enjoy the saving power of Jesus through loving relationship.  Prayer:  Lord I honor your name.  Thank you for your presence.  I worship you as my LORD.  Save me to the uttermost!!!
The mistakes and twists of Life:
The background:  Israel was not to make a peace treaty with any nation.  This was for their own protection.  Note the prior notice God gives this leadership:
Deuteronomy 7:2-4 (MSG) 
2  GOD, your God, will turn them over to you and you will conquer them. You must completely destroy them, offering them up as a holy destruction to GOD. Don't make a treaty with them. Don't let them off in any way. 
3  Don't marry them: Don't give your daughters to their sons and don't take their daughters for your sons— 
4  before you know it they'd involve you in worshiping their gods, and GOD would explode in anger, putting a quick end to you. 

Joshua and the leadership made a treaty with the Gibeonites, thus putting God’s commands of protection out of reach.  Note (Joshua chapter 9)
Joshua nevertheless honors his word and he is in relationship with a nation that God says, No.
The Lord amazingly honors this mistake by saving everyone involved (this is grace).
At this time the Gibeonites are attacked by a five king coalition who see them as defectors and new enemies aligning with Israel.
Joshua mobilizes his army
Joshua 10:7-9 (MSG) 
7  So Joshua set out from Gilgal, his whole army with him—all those tough soldiers! 
8  GOD told him, "Don't give them a second thought. I've put them under your thumb—not one of them will stand up to you." 
9  Joshua marched all night from Gilgal and took them by total surprise. 

The Lord amazingly honors Joshua’s word and saves this people group.  Joshua marches with divine assurance, “you will win.”  He does an amazing thing by marching all night.  Weary soldiers going into battle?
God fights for His people (now including Gibeon)!
Joshua 10:9-10 (MSG) 
9  Joshua marched all night from Gilgal and took them by total surprise. 
10  GOD threw them into total confusion before Israel, a major victory at Gibeon. Israel chased them along the ridge to Beth Horon and fought them all the way down to Azekah and Makkedah.
Joshua 10:11 (MSG) 
11  As they ran from the People of Israel, down from the Beth Horon ridge and all the way to Azekah, GOD pitched huge stones on them out of the sky and many died. More died from the hailstones than the People of Israel killed with the sword. 

Joshua 10:12-13 (MSG) 
12  The day GOD gave the Amorites up to Israel, Joshua spoke to GOD, with all Israel listening: "Stop, Sun, over Gibeon; Halt, Moon, over Aijalon Valley." 
13  And Sun stopped, Moon stood stock still Until he defeated his enemies. (You can find this written in the Book of Jashar.) The sun stopped in its tracks in mid sky; just sat there all day. 

The miracles that are recorded here are utterly amazing.  I must conclude that God is capable of saving his people.  Anyone or people group that turns to HIM finds an amazing God.  God says I’m the only God!
GET IT and Application
In our time the cross and the empty tomb is where we camp.  We operate daily from these great works of Jesus.  It is like the Gilgal camp for Joshua in many ways.  We leave from here doing daily tasks and working our way back in the evening.  We remember, meditate, give thanks in the power of the atonement and resurrection.  God works us through our mistakes, and saves to the uttermost.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prayer:  Let me know you!  Help me worship you and acknowledge you!  I want to be in intimate relationship with you!  I honor you with my mind, will, and life!  Save to the uttermost!!!




