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Commander’s Corner H H H
by Dr. Ron Stried

As I prepared to write this column, I wanted to provide some uplifting information about
COVID-19 and where it was headed. Well, that isn’t happening! We have been on a roller
coaster ride of state and local orders being issued and rescinded. It reminds me of the banks in
the 80s, when they were being sold at a fast pace. The saying was, “It’s Monday morning.
What is your bank’s new name!” Please follow the advice of social distancing: wear a face
mask and practice common sense.
COVID-19 has not completely shut down American Legion Post 326. Although we have not held any monthly

H

meetings, some activities have continued. On Saturday, June 13, our Post conducted the annual flag retirement ceremony
at the Manchaca Fire Department on FM-1626. An expanded article regarding the event appears on page 3. Thank you
to all of our Post members who attended and helped.

The Executive Committee held its July meeting via Zoom, and we conducted Post business as if we were in the

same room. Everyone liked not having to travel to attend the meeting.
The Post participated in the Annual Onion Creek Bill Stagner 4th-of-July Parade with the Onion Creek HOA. Some

of the activities originally scheduled were scrapped due to COVID-19 concerns. A special thank-you to Bob Pillmore for
chairing the event and to Gayer Group Realtors for help with recruiting parade participants and for sponsoring the awards
and cash prizes for best decorations. I hope that everyone who live in or visited Onion Creek enjoyed the American flags
lining the Onion Creek Parkway. A group of Post members joined me and braved the heat to finish the task in less than an
hour. Thank you to Mike Jackson, Larry Hohl, Stan Lipinski, and Emmett Thomason
for placing the flags, Tammy Jackson for driving the “flag pick-up” vehicle, and to
Steve & Rosie Baldwin for help with removing the flags after the 4th. (Pictures and
more information appear on pages 4 and 5.)
Post 326 will host an election of officers for 2020–2021 on August 5. The

Please see our tribute to Post member Clyde Walls, who passed away on July 4

(page 3). Clyde was an active Post recruiter and staunch supporter of American Legion
Post 326 and encouraged me to become a member. The Post is better due to his relentless pursuit of “Veterans helping Veterans.” I want to personally send my condolences to
his wife Eliza and his family. H

Tammy Jackson

Department requires the Post to follow the approved Constitution and By-laws. The
meeting will be held at the Onion Creek Club from 6 pm to 7 pm. (See list of officer
nominations on page 2). Self-serve water will be available and chairs will be set up as
with a conference setting, with a podium and safe distancing observed. No food will be
served at this meeting. Please try to attend.
Post member Jim Stolp and his wife
Phyllis celebrate Independence Day
driving their decorated golf cart in the
Onion Creek July 4th parade.
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Post 326 Membership

Volunteers stationed at the Dice Game

by Bob Pillmore, Membership Chairman/Adjutant/Webmaster

I want to begin this article with a reminder of the loss of a treasured member of our Post on July 4. Clyde
Walls, in addition to being a close personal friend, was one of the key contributors to the recent success
of the Post. Please see the Tribute to Clyde Walls in this newsletter for a summary of his contributions.
I wish to announce a new member of the Post, Rodrigo “Rod” Rodriguez. Rod is a resident of
Onion Creek and heard about the Post when he was recruited by Kim Gayer to judge vehicle decorations
in the July 4th parade.
Our 2021 membership drive is in full swing. You should have received your notice in the mail within the past week. With our 23 Paid-for-Life members and 35 renewals, our 2021 membership stands at 58.
I have not yet received the 2021 Membership Cards. As soon as I received them I will send out new cards for those who
have renewed their memberships. As a reminder, you can renew on line at MyLegion.org, on our website at https://www.
alegiononioncreek.org/membership2.html, or by mail by returning your American Legion annual dues notice.

ELECTION

OF

OFFICERS

It is time once again for our annual election of officers for the 2020-2021 fiscal year. The current Executive

Committee is proposing the following nominations. If you are interested in filling one of the OPEN positions, please
contact any member of the executive committee. Contact information is listed on the last page of this newsletter.

2020-2021 Nominations
Commander:
First vice Commander:
Second Vice Commander:
Adjutant:
Finance Officer:
Service Officer:
Sergeant-At-Arms:
Chaplain:
Historian:
At-Large Officer:
At-Large Officer:
At-Large Officer:

Ron Stried (incumbent)
Stan Lipinski (Current Historian)
Larry Hohl (incumbent)
Bob Pillmore (incumbent)
Tom Harder (incumbent)
Bill Baran
Mike Jackson (incumbent)
Emmett Thomason (incumbent)
OPEN
Bill Welch (Current 1st Vice Commander)
Bob Caudill (incumbent)
OPEN

Since our Constitution/Bylaws require that we hold annual elections at a general membership meeting,

that is what we plan to do. Since any change to our Constitution/By-laws requires approval by vote at a membership meeting as well as other approval of the Executive Committee and publishing the proposed amendments in
advance of the meeting, we are not able to accomplish that prior to our election deadline.
We will be holding a General Membership meeting on August 5, 2020 at the Onion Creek Club Demerit

Room at 6:00 PM. We originally discussed a meeting in our usual format with meal and program but rejected that idea
due to the Corona-19 social distancing requirements and our anticipation of a lower-than-normal turnout. The agenda
of the August 5th meeting will be limited to the election of officers. We will have prepared ballots for voting and will
accept additional nominations from the floor. Following the vote we will announce the new officers and adjourn the
meeting. If you prefer, you can remain only as long as required to cast your vote. Because we will be voting by paper
ballot, please bring a writing instrument for marking your ballot. H

Note: An end-of-year financial report will be published
in the October newsletter, along with a 2020-2021 budget.
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We say goodbye to Past Post Commander Clyde Walls
We are sad to report the loss of a good friend
and major contributor to the success of Onion
Creek American Legion Post 326: Past Post
Commander Clyde Walls. Clyde passed away
on July 4, after a long-term degeneration of
his health.
Clyde joined the Post in 2004, when he
and his wife Eliza moved to Onion Creek. He
served as Post Commander for the 2012-2013
and 2015-2016 terms, and he also served as
Vice Commander for 2014-2015.
Clyde was instrumental in beginning and managing
our Veteran Scholarship Program. The first scholarships
were awarded in April 2016, and Clyde formed an ongoing relationship with the University of Texas Student
Veterans Organization. He was also a key Post membership recruiter, responsible for adding 27 members to our
rolls, two of whom later became Post Commanders.
For several years, Clyde was the Post liaison with the
Onion Creek Club, setting up meetings, food service
menus, and coordinating our annual Memorial Golf
Tournament. He was also the primary contact with several
of our major tournament donors. When it came to Post

—Bob Pillmore

U.S. Flag Retirement Ceremony

HH
T

326, Clyde was always there to participate in,
and when appropriate, lead our Post activities.
He and Eliza maintained a relationship with
the Post even after he moved to an extended
care facility, making sure that Post 326 would
continue with the programs he had started.
Clyde will clearly be missed by Post 326 and
all of the friends he made through his relationship with the Post. Because of COVID-19,
there will not be a memorial. A celebration of
life will take place in the future. Eliza has asked that in
lieu of flowers, donations be made to the MercyShips.org.

by Dr. Ron Stried

We proceeded to start the fire, and a large number of flags that had been
collected were retired. Larry Hohl brought the unusable American flags on
sticks that line the Onion Creek Parkway for special events and holidays.
Stan Lipinski brought flags from the Central Texas American Veterans
(AMVETS Post TX115) to the ceremony. Individual flags were slowly
placed in the barrel. The black smoke followed the group around the area.

Sue Hohl

he retirement ceremony for unserviceable flags of our
country was held on Saturday, July 13, at the ESD #5
fire station on FM-1626. Post members participating in the
ceremony were Larry and Sue Hohl, Mike Jackson, Bob Pillmore,
Bob Caudill, Emmett Thomason, Stan Lipinski, Floyd Clark, Tom
Brotherton, and Ron Stried. ESD provided an appropriate shady area. Copies
of the ceremony script were distributed, and the flag retirement ceremony
was conducted in accordance with Legion rules. Following the ceremony,
Chaplain Emmett Thomason offered a closing prayer.

L–R, back row: Bob Pillmore, Floyd Clark,
Larry Hohl, Mike Jackson, Ron Stried, Tom
Brotherton, Bob Caudill, and Stan Lipinski.
Front row, kneeling: Emmett Thomason .
...................................

After the ceremony a group picture was taken, and Post 326 then presented a check for $100 to ESD#5 for allowing

us to conduct the ceremony on their property. Thank you to everyone for taking a few moments from their busy
schedules to participate.
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Fourth-of-July Parade – Best One Yet!

I received
“many
comments from
participants
and viewers,
thanking us
for going
ahead with
the parade

”

by Bob Pillmore

Not to be deterred by a pandemic, the Onion Creek American Legion Post 326,
in cooperation with the Onion Creek Homeowners Association, held the 24th
Annual Onion Creek Bill Stagner 4th-of-July Parade. The parade was led by the
Onion Creek Security truck and by the HOA President (my lovely wife Kathy), followed by the
HOA Neighborhood watch leader, a Travis County Sheriff’s Deputy, the Manchaca VFD truck,
and three Post 326 vehicles carrying Grand Marshall Cathy Miller, American and Post 326
flags, and other Post members. Other parade participants included American Legion Post 213
Riders on their motorcycles, and a multitude of decorated cars, golf carts and other vehicles.
The parade took a full seven minutes to pass any point along the route. An added feature of this
year's parade was the introduction of a vehicle decoration contest sponsored by Gayer Group
Realtors. Trophies and gift cards were awarded best 3 vehicles as judged by a team of residents.
The parade was well received with residents lining the parade route. Everyone involved

appreciated the opportunity to express thanks for the country and what this day signifies. I
received many comments from participants and viewers, thanking us for going ahead with the
parade, this year in particular. The route this year was adjusted to include the new section of
Onion Creek subdivision on the east side of Bradshaw Road, and to eliminate the streets on our
old route where houses have been removed because of flooding.
We had originally planned a kids parade and picnic, which we cancelled due to issues of

maintaining social distancing and handling of food in a safe manner. I want to thank the Parade
Committee: Bob Pillmore. Kathy Pillmore, Mike Jackson, Larry Hohl, Tom Harder, and Stan
Lipinski, and everyone else who helped with flag placement and recovery, parade staging, photography, etc.
Continued on page 5
~ All parade photos on pages 4 & 5 courtesy of Tammy Jackson and Steve & Rosie Baldwin ~
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Fourth of July: A Day of Celebration

American Legion Post 326
P.O. Box 314
Manchaca, TX 78652-0314
www.alegiononioncreek.org
Published by Cathy Miller

Fourth-of-July parade flag placement &
removal crew. left–right: Stan Lipinski,
Emmett Thomason, and Mike Jackson. (not
in photo: Larry Hohl, Ron Stried, Steve &
Rosie Baldwin, and Tammy Jackson)

Postage
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Correction to June newsletter: “Texas
Boys State 2020” article, page 4, last
paragraph: The name Julie Collin should
have been listed as Julie Gooden.

CURRENT OFFICERS

AT-LARGE MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

CURRENT
OFFICERS
Commander
– Dr. Ronald
O. “Ron” Stried

EXECUTIVE
At-Large
– Charles R.COMMITTEE
“Bob” Caudill
Current Officers Plus:

(512 )

496-6745 • rstried@aol.com

(512 )

First Vice Commander – William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

At-Large – Richard Dietz
(845 )

Second Vice Commander – Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
(512)

523-8532 • larryhohl@austin.rr.com

Adjutant – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512)

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

Finance Officer – Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
(512 ) 656-7410 • hardertom999@gmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms – Michael R. “Mike” Jackson
(512 )

282-2712 • mjackson1000@yahoo.com

( 469)

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

Chaplain – Emmett L. Thomason
438-7426 • emmett_thomason@hotmail.com

Historian – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com

258-8138 • richusmc@reagan.com

At-Large – Adam Jolliff
(325)

340-7194 • adam.jolliff@edwardjones.com

Membership Chair, Webmaster – Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
(512 )

921-5952 • bob.pillmore@gmail.com

HS Scholarships – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512 )

567-1341 • bjordan3@austin.rr.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
Veterans Scholarships, Charitable Donations –

Service Officer – Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
(512)

282-6807 • mjctexas@aol.com

William O. “Bill” Welch
(512 )

810-9179 • billwelch@sbcglobal.net

Boys/Girls State – Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
(309)

368-5446 • stan61401@yahoo.com
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