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Dear Ones,
“June is bustin’ out all over” as the song goes... It certainly rings true here at St. Martha’s and our
wonderful beach community.

Our Summer Season is upon us and daily I see the families and individuals trucking their chairs
and “stuff” to the beach on Maplewood. On June 5th we have our “beginning of the summer” College of Clergy -Clergy Day where the bulk of our clergy will be sighing a sigh of relief for the summer slowdown and the beach clergy will be girding our loins for the season rush. We are meeting
at St. Mary’s, Bridgeville and discussing Preaching. The Bishop has asked me to be one of the facilitators! So June will be a busy time for us. Just take a look at our calendar, and if that doesn’t
do it, look at the plethora of sign up sheets in the Parish Hall. International Students Picnic, Impoverishment Groups and meetings galore!
It’s a busy time for the larger Episcopal Church as well as early July sees the beginning of our triennial General Convention and Episcopal Church Women Triennial Meetings. They run from
July 2nd to July 13th and are meeting in Austin, Texas. I was looking at options to attend for a
weekend but it doesn’t look possible.... and it would probably be even hotter in Austin than Bethany Beach!
The General Convention can often feel quite removed from what we do day by day in parish life,
but it is important to our life together. As the Episcopal Church was formed shortly after we became a country, and as the same men who framed our Constitution gathered in Christ Church,
Philadelphia to for m a church separate from the Church of England, our structure resembles the
“new” country. We have a Bicameral system with the House of Deputies made up of Clergy and
Lay Deputies from each Diocese (four from each order as well as Alternates) and the House of
Bishops. Legislation goes through Committees and must be passed by both Houses. It addresses
all area of our life together. For more information, please see the Graphic booklet on the table outside the office or go to this link: http://www.generalconvention.org/ . I will also be sending out email
blasts of important events as they happen.
So, please join in the joy of our life here at the Beach, and especially at St Martha’s.

Blessings,
Mary Louise+
It is with sadness that I must share with you the death of one of our members, Al
Yergey. Al died as a result of a bike accident in Ocean View on Sunday, May 27 th.
There is a Memorial Service for Al on Monday, June 18th at 2pm with a Reception
and light refreshments to follow. The Congregation is invited to attend.
May he rest in Peace and Rise in Glory.
Rev. Mary Louise+
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St. Martha’s Episcopal Church
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PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 19930
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Vestry Minutes
Date: April 16, 2018
Attendees: Mary Louise Allen (Rector), Beth Maurer (Senior Warden, 2018), Lanny Moore (Junior
Warden, 2018), Bill Freund (Secretary, 2019), Tina Edgar (2020), Donna Kent (2020), Jim Reichert
(2020), Nancy Rojewski (2019), Tempe Steen (2019), Al Thomas (2018), and Todd Stevenson
(Treasurer). Absent: None. Special guest: Sheila Bravo.
The meeting was called to order by the Rector at 6:06 PM.
The opening prayer was read by the Rector.
Special presentation:
The Rector introduced Ms. Sheila Bravo, the CEO of the Delaware Alliance for Nonprofit Advancement (DANA). DANA is a non-profit organization whose mission is to strengthen, enhance and advance nonprofits reach in Delaware (At the March 19, 2018 Vestry meeting, the Vestry approved a
motion to join DANA).
Ms. Bravo discussed DANA’s mission and how the organization could help St. Martha’s as we transition into a new epoch once the Lighthipe property sale is completed. During discussion, it became
clear that the Vestry should solicit parishioner ideas as to which old and/or new ministries should be
supported once we begin receiving interest and dividend income from the Lighthipe property fund.
Obtaining parishioner thoughts will be a major topic at the parish meeting planned for May 20 th.
Once these ideas are synthesized, they will guide the future decisions of the Vestry and new Endowment Committee. Ms. Bravo will help organize and lead the discussions. [Note: As mentioned
at the April 22nd church services, this is an important meeting and parishioners are strongly encouraged to attend.]
Minutes:
The March 19, 2018 minutes were distributed via email on March 27, 2018. There were no corrections. Bill Freund moved, and Nancy Rojewski seconded, that the minutes be approved. The motion was passed unanimously.
Finance:
The Treasurer, Todd Stevenson, reported that the operating income and expenses are in good
shape.
Bill Freund reported that the Finance Committee recommended that the $100,000 being paid to St.
Martha’s by the Lighthipe contractor for a two-month extension of the settlement date be placed into
Master Fund A (MFA). This payment is not part of the property sale price. This was approved by
the Vestry.
Finally, Bill Freund made a motion, seconded by Beth Maurer, to have the interest and dividend income from the Lighthipe property sale fund be deposited directly into St. Martha’s PNC restricted
account. Specifically:
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The Vestry of St. Martha’s Episcopal Church requests that quarterly distributions from Master Fund A account
no. 6130701 be deposited directly into St. Martha’s PNC restricted account (RTN 031100089, account no.
5608505106).
I, Secretary of the Vestry of St. Martha’s Episcopal Church, hereby certify that this resolution was approved by
vote of the Vestry of 10 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 not voting, all in attendance at a regular meeting held on
April 16, 2018.

William H. Freund
Secretary to the Vestry

Lighthipe:
Tempe Steen discussed the fiduciary responsibilities of entities responsible for funds established by/
as trusts. This is important for St. Martha’s because once the Diocesan Trustees transfer trust monies to us, the Vestry assumes a “Trustee” fiduciary responsibility for the funds. This means the Vestry must maintain, grow and, as appropriate, use the funds for charitable and religious purposes following directions in the trust document.

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds: Tine Edgar reported that the gas meter located outside the parish hall is
exposed to a possible bump from an automobile.
Outreach: No report.
Hospitality: No report.
Stewardship: No report.
Community Events and Adult Education: A movie is scheduled for April 30th at 7PM. Additional
movies can be shown but we need movie suggestions from parishioners.

Long-range planning and Strategic Plan: No report.

New business

Golf outing: Bill Freund will search for a volunteer to organize the event, if held.
Easter review: The Rector and Jaclyn Hickman are reviewing how the event was managed with the
goal of documenting the process. The review includes quality control checks to ensure accurate information is disseminated.

3

Old business
Spring parish meeting: The meeting will be held May 20th following a 9:00AM service. Please
note the information in the “Special Presentation” above for further details. Plans currently call for a
brunch to be served and Nancy Rojewski will contact potential caterers.
Committee list: The committee list developed by Tempe Steen will be used to organize efforts to
implement the Lighthipe bequest vision.
Defibrillator: No report.
Website and email: The Rector and Jaclyn Hickman have begun a review of “Go Daddy”, a business that offers internet domain names and building tools for content. For example, they offer a
variety of predeveloped religious site designs.
Senior Warden’s report: The Senior Warden has received an invitation to a DANA conference and
is also attending an IMPACT conference.
Rector’s report: The Rector outlined her activities for the next few weeks. She will attend the Diocesan clergy retreat being held at the Claggett Center on April 24th through April 26th. At the Bishop’s request she will serve as a coordinator at a Clergy Day on May 5th. Finally, she will attend the
Homiletics Conference May 21st through May 25th in Washington, DC and will return to Bethany
Beach on the 26th.
Vestry meeting date change: Due to the Rector’s retreats and conferences, the Vestry agreed to
change the May meeting to Monday, May 14, at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.
Respectfully submitted,

William H. Freund
Secretary to the Vestry
Attachments:
St Martha’s Finance Committee, March 13, 2018
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Finance Committee Notes – April 9, 2018
Present: Todd Stevenson, Beth Maurer, Sue Proska, Sue Mantegna, Don Boebel,
Carl Long, Hank Rojewski, Bill Freund, Ron Kerchner, and Dianne Burlew.
Dianne opened the meeting with a prayer.
Bill Freund reported from the Vestry that they are still waiting for the Long
Range Capital Plan. (they have a draft, and we have not paid for the plan yet).
Mary Allen has recommended that we get help with our strategic plan from
Sheila Bravo of the Delaware Alliance for NonProfit Advancement.(DANA)
As part of the planning calendar, the Vestry needs to define goals, dates –
month by month – what needs to be done and who is responsible. Sheila may
also be at our Spring Parish meeting.
Bill needs to designate who is authorized to withdraw, and who is authorized to
query the new Capital Reserve Acct. (Sun Trust). Signatures will be needed.
(Todd, Ron and Carol Ann – withdrawal; Beth, as Senior Warden be authorized
to make inquiries. Monies can not be withdrawn without a Vestry Resolution. Don
suggested that the Senior Warden’s signature be required.
Quarterly distributions from Master Fund A from Sun Trust Bank for the
Lighthipe Property Sales Fund which is held by the Trustees should be deposited
to Restricted Account and posted to the Mission Fund.
There is a problem with Prepaid pledges not being posted to the Operating
Account. We are waiting for a response from Grace Ann on this. Todd will check
to see that the transfer from Restricted to Operating did occur.
Designated money must go where it was designated. i.e. Bricks.
Vestry ‘accepts’ not ‘approves’ the Finiacial Reports that they are provided.
There has been a $100 per month increase to what is paid for cleaning.
There seems to be no contract. Dianne will contact Frank Bell to find out if there
is a contract, and rectify that.
Todd is checking into 2 payments made on the 30th of March to Fidelity for
Mary’s 403B to make sure a double payment was not made. (See attached
response via Todd’s email.)
The landscapers did a good job for Easter.
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Vestry Minutes
Date: May 14, 2018
Attendees: Mary Louise Allen (Rector), Beth Maurer (Senior Warden, 2018, Tina Edgar (2020),
Jim Reichert (2020), Nancy Rojewski (2019), Tempe Steen (2019), Al Thomas (2018), and Todd
Stevenson (Treasurer). Absent: Lanny Moore (Junior Warden, 2018) Bill Freund (Secretary,
2019), and Donna Kent (2020). Also present was Ron Kershner, Vice Treasurer.
The meeting was called to order by the Rector at 7:00 PM.
The opening prayer was read by the Rector.
Special guest, Sheila Bravo: This presentation was cancelled by the Rev. Mary as the Vestry is
not prepared. Vestry discussed the agenda and handouts for the semiannual parish meeting
scheduled for Sunday, May 20. Vestry agreed that the impediments to proceeding with strategic
planning is that Vestry has not agreed on what to do and what is the willingness to do that. We
have planners but, at the moment, few people willing to lead specific tasks or direction. Vestry
agreed to provide the 2017 Strategic Plan to the congregation along with cards and pens to respond and identify two priorities as well as willingness to assist in achieving them. What is Christ
calling you to do? What will you do?

Following the special meeting, the Vestry is planning a work day on Thursday, June 7, from 9:30
a.m.to 1:30 p.m. to collate the responses and evaluate the process with the goal of following up
with consultant, Sheila Bravo.
Minutes:
Bill Freund moved, and Tempe Steen seconded, a motion to approve the Vestry minutes for April
16, 2018 that were distributed electronically May 1, 2018. The motion passed with 8-0 with 2 not
voting.
Finance:
The Treasurer, Todd Stevenson, reported that the operating income and expenses are in good
shape. Beth Maurer brought forward three contracts for approval:

1. Brasure’s Pest Control, 10 year contract @$280/year for a total of $2,820. Tempe Steen
moved, Nancy Rojeweski seconded, a motion to approve; the motion passed by unanimous
vote.
2. Steen Electric (no relation to Tempe Steen), wiring for dishwasher and stove in the amount of
$720.00. Nancy Rojewski moved, Tempe Steen seconded, a motion to approve the invoice.
The motion passed by unanimous vote.
3. Steen Electric, lighting in sanctuary, wiring in parish hall, in the amount of $1350-$1500. Al
Thomas moved, Jim Reichert seconded, a motion to accept the proposal for an amount not to
exceed $1,500. The motion passed by unanimous vote.
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Lighthipe:
Tempe Steen shared the letter from the Trustees in response to St. Martha’s request for reimbursement from the proceeds anticipated at closing, in June, for paying off the Advance & Development
Loan (A&D) to complete our building and for reimbursing St. Martha’s funds used for the same purpose. The Trustees responded that they are required to maintain the body of the proceeds for the
benefit of St. Martha’s but St. Martha’s is free to determine how to use the quarterly distributions
from the fund for its mission. This may include early payment of the loan to A&D and to reinvest in
St. Martha’s funds or for other purposes that St. Martha’s deems important.

In addition, Tempe reported that the Trustees did agree to repay the loans from the five parishes
which loaned money for the school study in 1998-2003. These loans will be repaid from the income
generated from the deposits made on the sales contract. For St. Martha’s this is $5,000.

Committee Reports

Buildings and Grounds: Tine Edgar reported that the gas meter located outside the parish hall
which is exposed will be repaired by the landscaper. The landscaper will also clean the benches
and table for $375, within the approved budget.
Outreach: No report.
Hospitality: No report.
Stewardship: No report.
Community Events and Adult Education: The movie is scheduled for April 30th at 7PM. drew no
attendees.
Long-range planning and Strategic Plan: See discussion above.

New business

Easter review: The Rector and Jaclyn Hickman are establishing an event process including
emails, ad, church notice boards, etc.
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Old business

Defibrillator: No report.

Website and email: The Rector and Jaclyn Hickman have begun a review of “Go Daddy”, a business that offers internet domain names and building tools for content. For example, they offer a
variety of predeveloped religious site designs. If no effective website plan in place by early June,
they expect to determine whether a webpage can be done in-house or by contractor.

Golf outing: As no leader has volunteered, unless further interest is expressed, there will be no
golf outing. It was noted that the work of the event was the auction and collecting items.

Senior Warden’s report: No report.
Rector’s report: The Rector noted that she will the Homiletics Conference May 21st through May
25th in Washington, DC and will return to Bethany Beach on the 26th.

Vestry meeting date—WORK DAY: June 7, 2018, Thursday, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tempe Steen
Tempe Steen
Acting Secretary to the Vestry
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Minutes for the Outreach Meeting: May 21, 2018
Members present: Carol Boebel, Sandy Roberts (2018) Paula Anderson, Tom Catlin, Diane Catlin
(2019), Fran McElvey, John McElvey and Bill Freund (vestry rep of Finance committee)
Members absent: Sharon Korody (2018), Dee Cole, (2019), Becky Kelly, Donna Kent, Carolyn
Smith, Cindy Brown (2020)
Meeting was called to order by Carol Boebel @ 10:00 with a prayer
Treasurers Report: Carol shared the report. There were no major changes.
Minutes of the April 30th meeting were read and approved.
Old Business:
There was no correspondence to share
There are 2 Quilts of Valor at the quilter. Carol will follow up on any expenses.
The donation of $250 to the Episcopal Relief Fund has been tabled until our next meeting.
Way Home funds for the second quarter will be requested.
The picnic supper for international students will be Tuesday, June 26. All were encouraged to attend and assist
New Business:
Lanny Moore and Carol Boebel have attended recent meetings of the Southeast Sussex Ministerium. This is a co-operative effort of many local churches. They support House of Mercy, Lenten
Soup & Salad lunches, the Easter Sunrise service, and the Crop Walk among other local ecumenical events. St Martha’s has agreed to host a Wednesday Lenten lunch, April 3, and the May 2,
2019 monthly meeting. Carol will follow up for confirmation from Rev. Mary.
As a follow up to Sunday’s meeting and discussions, we talked about “Mission” money vs. contributions by our St. Martha's pledging members and how that will break down going forward. Bill
Freund explained the current plan and that all of this is new and still a work in progress, but we
need to give some serious thought to what the committee would do with an influx of funds!!
A letter from Community Lutheran Church was read. They are providing summer lunches to many
students that may not have enough food.. It was moved (Tom) and seconded (Sandy) that we allocate $200 for this lunch fund. Fran will contact them to make this offer, and take care of requesting
the funds

Paula reported that the first meeting for the Crop Walk has taken place--there is a new and energetic director and a hope that many will participate this year. Details to follow
Next Meeting:

June 25th at 10am (**please note this change**)

Closing Prayer was led by Diane
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JUNE
Birthdays
Susan Law (1)
Ana Maria De Armas (3)
Fran Head (4)
Linda Barnes (5)
Paul Thompson (5)

Anniversaries

Madison Grace Tipton (7)

Anne and Bill West (1)

Malcolm Peverley (8)

Paul and Mary Thompson (9)

Rose Walker (10)
Dan Kapp (13)

Terry and Lynn Watson (9)

Ed Sears (14)

Ken and Carol Olsen (10)

Lee Marston (14)

Barbara and Joe Reardon (11)

Jack Shubert (16)

Allen and Gwen Spicer (13)

Donna Blanck (19)

Thomas and Marjorie Riley (16)
Bill and Sandy Roberts (16)

Jack Lyons (20)
Mackenzie Hard (22)

Todd and Carol Stevenson (20)

Harry Adams (27)

Becky and Charlie Bray (21)

Rick Legeer (27)

Pat and Charles Tylander (21)

Cindy Ream (28)

Barry and Jeannie Brown (26)
Lorraine and Albert Thomas (26)
Hank and Nancy Rojewski (27)
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International Students Need Rooms &/or
Houses to Rent
from about mid-June to mid-September

There is a shortage of healthy, fair priced rentals for College Students. They all
have local summer jobs based on J-1 Students Visas earned after passing US
security & English proficiency screening & paying their way to the USA.
Fair market rent for Students is about $100-135/Student/week based mostly on
the number of Students/room & number of bathrooms. Other factors affecting
rent include use of common areas such as kitchen and laundry; distance to
jobs, etc. & House Rules you set (e.g., no smoking; no pets; use of frig,
chores you want done in lieu of rent, visitors, deposits, etc.)
Students pay you directly. You pay no fees to list or rent.
Email Sandi Taylor ( staylor@ciee.org – Ofc: 207.553.4039 – Cell:
207.420.6678 ) to describe your house, any residents besides Students (e.g.,
retiree with friendly dog), desired rent & special rules (e.g., married couples
only, etc.) CIEE is a major Sponsor authorized to hire Students overseas for
local Employers. CIEE must assist Students travel to Bethany, provide health
insurance & confirm Students rentals are healthy & fair priced. Sandi helps
you describe your rental offer & keeps a central listing for use by Students,
Employers, other Sponsors & you. Students contact you directly. You accept
or reject the Student. CIEE and other Sponsors are in background to assist.
Simply be a landlord to earn a little needed income (the usual situation) or be an
American “aunt and uncle” to your renters (just happens sometimes). Please
contact Sandi now to finalize and centrally list your rental offer.
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Baltimore Children’s Choir
Presents

Stand Together
Date:

Saturday, June 16th, 2018

Location:

St. Martha’s Episcopal Church
117 Maplewood Street
Bethany Beach, DE 19930

Time:

4:00pm

Cost:

Free Will Offering

The Baltimore Children’s Choir is a 501 (c)3 non-profit organization based in Baltimore City. The
choir is based in Baltimore City and serves more than fifty students throughout the region ranging
from kindergarten through twelfth grade. Although this is their first tour, the choir has performed in
a variety of cathedrals and concert venues including Strathmore Performing Arts Center in Bethesda,
MD. The concert’s theme “Stand Together” is a compilation of folksongs, classical music, choral selections, and musical theater songs that depict the importance of working together as a community.

Baltimore Children’s Choir
3426 Bank Street, Baltimore MD 21224
https://www.baltimorechildrenschoir.com/
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The prelude is actually the beginning of
the service. Its function is to induce a serious, worshipful mood and to give tone
to the rest of the service. Please use this
time to prepare your hearts and minds
for worship through quiet meditation and
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Jaclyn – thank you and your congregation so much for allowing PAWS for People to make use of
your wonderful community room to hold our Volunteer Appreciation event on May 5.

The room was perfect and the gentleman that was there to help us get started and was also there
at the end of our event to make sure everything was ok – he was delightful.

Thank you for letting us use your space again - we really appreciate your welcoming us and helping us feel comfortable being there.

If there is any additional paperwork that needs to be completed, please let me know and I will
take care of it.

Have a terrific day - Lynne

Lynne Robinson
PAWS for People TM
P.O. Box 9955 Newark, DE 19714

PAWSforPeople.org
Office Phone: (302) 351-5622
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Help is needed to organize the Annual 4th of July
Picnic. If you are interested
please contact the Office at
539-7444 or email Rev.
Mary, celtpriest@gmail.com.
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Parish Birthday Bash– May 18th
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Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
Change the World.
St. Martha’s Church
www.stmarthasbethany.com
Located at Pennsylvania Ave. &
Maplewood St. in Bethany
Beach
Phone: 302-539-7444
Mailing address:
PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 19930-1478

20

