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The Transgender Community: What We Need to Know
Is it “PC” to call “him/her” a “he/she”?

Meet Stanna Michelle Slater
LGBTQ Liaison for the City of Scottsdale
Through her own experiences, Arizona attorney Stanna Michelle Slater
(born Jeffery Slater) will provide definitions, tools for healthy conversations, examples
of challenges faced by the transgender population and a direction for effective advocacy.

General Meeting November 28th at 6:30pm
Pueblo Norte Senior Community
7090 E Mescal St, Scottsdale
Guests and visitors welcome

information at www.membership@ncjwaz.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a grassroots organization of volunteers and advocates who
turn progressive ideals into action. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by improving the
quality of life for women, children and families and by safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.
After 124 years we continue to be dedicated to Tikkun Olum, which means the repair of the world. It originated
between the 2nd and 6th centuries C.E. The early rabbis used it in reference to legislation meant to provide
special protections and assistance for people who were disadvantaged and for Jewish people to set an example
for the other people in their society. Centuries later, Tikkun Olum became a more encompassing term. It was
seen as a way to not only repair the world but also to shape the nature of the world.
Today we see it differently. It is understood as healing and transforming the world. Tikkun, the word for repair,
is not just the responsibility of a community though; it is something for individuals as well. I do not know of
anything more hopeful than the message of Tikkun Olum – that through our work and through our actions, we
can strive to make our world and the world of others a better place.
Susan Schesnol president1893@ncjwaz.org

FROM THE DESK OF THE STATE POLICY ADVOCATE (S.P.A.) CHAIR
Step # 1: Awareness
Step # 2: DO SOMETHING!!
On October 22nd, our Section took the lead in publicizing a very disturbing new documentary. We invited our friends and
coalition partners to join a community viewing of Birthright: A War Story, a film that depicted the status of women’s
rights in the U.S. today.
In January 1973, with the Supreme Court’s landmark decision on Roe v. Wade, women gained the right to have
autonomy over our bodies and our right to plan our family dynamics. And since that day, new laws chipping away at
those rights have been passed by Congress and state legislatures. The opposition to Roe v. Wade, which established
reproductive justice for all, is ideologically driven and religiously inspired. Personally, I don’t understand why the right-tolife movement -- or “pro-birthers” as I call them -- allow for abortion under certain circumstances, such as rape or incest.
If they truly believe pregnancy is divinely inspired and the “unborn” must be protected, why is it acceptable for some to
be aborted? What difference does it make why it became “unborn”? Please put this question to a pro-birth individual and
send me their answer.
So, what can we do? We must get to work on the 2018 elections. If we want to change the status quo and stop the
continuing loss of our rights, we must elect different lawmakers. We can attend voter registration seminars and get more
voters to the polls across the state. We can join voter registration drives, make personal phone calls to friends and
relatives and emphasize the importance of voting in this country.
Many people are not familiar with “P.E.V.L.” – the Permanent Early Voting List -- the process of voting by mail. A form on
the Arizona Secretary of State website, https://www.azsos.gov/elections/voting-election/register-vote-or-update-yourcurrent-voter-information can be downloaded and filled out and mailed to a County Recorder office in the county in
which you reside. The addresses and/or hours of operation are posted at on the following website:
https://www.azsos.gov/elections/voting-election/contact-information-county-election-officials. Upon processing, notices
will be sent informing the voter that they are on the P.E.V.L. and a ballot will be mailed for each general and special
election going forward.
Ask everyone you know if they are on this list and if the answer is no, give them these instructions. You can cut and paste
the above paragraph and share the information. And this goes to Step # 2: DOING SOMETHING!!
Thank you……

Carol Consalvo, State Policy Advocate/AZ Section 480-860-8887/480-720-6450

NCJW’S SCREENING OF “BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR STORY”
WAS A GREAT SUCCESSFUL ON EVERY LEVEL
Please accept my personal gratitude for your participation in our showing of BIRTHRIGHT: A WAR STORY. You,
the members of NCJW Arizona Section, helped make it the great success that it was. Kudos to Sondra Mesnik
for arranging for producer/director Civia Tamarkin to appear on Arizona PBS Horizon and to be interviewed by
Phoenix Jewish News. Thanks also to Carol Consalvo for the remarkable job she did explaining who we are,
what we do, and why we are supporting this film.
To Civia Tamarkin, who wrote, produced and directed the documentary and stayed for a question and answer
period after the screening -- and was so articulate in explaining why she believed it was so important to make
the film at this time -- thank you for reminding us and how important it is for women of all ages to continue to
stay involved in the continuing fight for reproductive justice.
ASU Professor and Poet Laureate of Phoenix, Dr. Rosemarie Dombrowski wrote and recited a special poem for
the event that set the emotional tone. She graciously gave us permission to use it our Bulletin. To learn more
about her work, her personal website is www.rdpoet.com, her press link is www.rinkydinkpress.com and the
ASU-based publication that she founded and still runs is https://cisa.asu.edu/write-on.
As an organization, our responsibilities include educating, informing and inspiring the community to action.
Each of you helped us accomplish our mission that day. I am very proud to be part of NCJW Arizona.
Ellen Widoff, Vice President of Programs
“From the Washington Post to the LA Times, from articles like ‘The Trump administration ignores science on
birth control’ to ‘Birth control and the Trump administration's faith-based misogyny,’ this is everyone’s war
now. It’s no longer the plight of poor women, or rural women; it’s no longer about somebody’s else’s daughter
or sister or mother.” Rosemarie Dombrowski
Anti-Chlorinated Feminism
The gospel of the journey is realizing
that eating is a political act,
that the Woodstock of the mind
is everywhere on a tiny planet like ours,
that the inventory of the body
is equivalent to
the trauma that comes from
crop-dust in our eyes,
carcinogens in the crotches of our panties,
black women doing the math
that put white men on the moon.
And there are always
more questions for consideration—
like admitting that it’s hard to tell who’s shooting
while we’re praying with our eyes closed.

FUNDRAISING
STANDDOWN ARIZONA
For the last two years, National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) volunteered to collect and hand out new and
used children's clothing for the children and grandchildren of homeless veterans. We have been collecting and
sorting clothing throughout the year.
StandDown’s primary goal is helping homeless veterans access the resources needed (including housing) to
regain their highest level of independence. Its secondary goal is to bring community and service providers
together and build relationships throughout the year that positively benefit homeless and at-risk veterans.
Ultimately, it is our hope that the StandDown events will create awareness, and the political and community
will, that is necessary to provide the resources so we can end veteran homelessness once and for all.
Please share the kids clothing from your grandchildren or your neighbor’s children. Please think about what
you can do to help. Clothes, shoes … you can even donate! Cash! NCJW will be buying new socks and
underwear for the kiddos.
I will need also volunteers to help the veterans and the children with picking out their clothes. We set up
Wednesday afternoon and have shifts available for Thursday January 25th and Friday January 26th. Let me know
what hours and dates you might be available to help.
Email Judi Gross at fundraising@ncjwaz.org if you can help with donations, or if you can come down on to the
State Fairgrounds on January 24 -26. You can also email me to arrange a clothing pickup or ask questions.
Thanks to all who have already donated.
WATCH THE MAIL FOR YOUR INVITATION TO OUR ANNUAL NON-EVENT
We have so much for which to be thankful – our families, our friendships, and our health. We hope you will
count your own personal blessings and consider a donation of any amount – a personal investment in NCJW
and all that we do to make our world a better place.
NCJW has been at the forefront of social change for more than a century. Inspired by Jewish values, we work
For research, education, advocacy, and community service to improve the quality of life for women, children
and families and to ensure individual rights and freedoms for all. We believe progressive ideals put into
meaningful action can improve the world, and it is reflected in our local community service projects. Thank
you for being a member of an organization that works tirelessly for the rights of women and children.
Very soon you will receive your Invitation for our Non-Event. Please remember that this is our big annual fund
raiser and we need your help.

SAVE THESE DATES!
ANNUAL GAME NIGHT will be held on December 24, 2017 at the McDowell Center at 16116 N. McDowell
Mountain Ranch Rd. (Southwest corner of McDowell Mountain Ranch Rd. & Paradise Lane). It will again be a
pot luck dinner and as usual we will have a 50/50 raffle for a lucky person to win!
Cheri LeMieux will accept your RSVP when you call to let us know what you are planning to bring. The cost for
this evening will be $18 for members and $25 for non-members. A flyer will be emailed to you in a few weeks.
A CELEBRATION OF ART & NATURE HOUSE PARTY
On Sunday January 14, 2018 from 1:00 – 4:00pm. Enjoy art, conversation, noshes and desserts in a dramatic
desert setting at the eclectic modern home of Andrea Markowitz and Patrick O’Brien in Cave Creek. (Optional
short walk on a desert path to a mineshaft.) Raffle prizes. More information will follow.
GREATER PHOENIX JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
Remember that NCJW will again be selling tickets for this February event. Please buy your tickets directly from
us. Claire Bickel will handle the ticket orders. J
Judi Gross fundraising@ncjwaz.org

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
New Members’ Nosh: November 28, 5pm - 6:15 pm. Members who joined after January 1, 2017 will meet
before the 6:30pm General Meeting and enjoy a light nosh and an informational get-together to learn more
about NCJW and each other. Invitations via email. RSVP by November 25.
Dues: NCJW AZ’s annual dues are still $35. If you aren’t sure of when you renewed last, contact membership at
the email address below. To renew (or join) send your check payable to NCJW AZ for $35 c/o the Treasurer,
Francine Ebersman, 6017 E. Dale Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85331.
Thinking of Joining? Membership in NCJW/AZ confers membership in NCJW but not the other way around, so
be sure to join the Arizona section directly. Plus, you’ll save money.
For more information or to update your contact information, email Lin Katzenstein at
www.membership@ncjwaz.org or visit our website at www.ncjwaz.org.

COMMUNITY BOOK READ
“The Children of Willesden Lane”
Wednesday, December 6th, 6:30-8:30pm
BJE& and NCJW/AZ invite you to join us for the first community book read of The Children of Willesden Lane by
Mona Golabek and Lee Cohen. It is the non-fiction account of Lisa Jura, a young Jewish girl living in Vienna who
dreamt that she would become a concert pianist. Her dreams were shattered when German troops took over
her homeland. She became one of about 10,000 children brought to England before World War II as part of the
Kindertransport, a mission to rescue children threatened by the Nazis. Her daughter, Mona Golabek, tells her
mother’s story through the book. The message of commitment to one’s passion, such as her devotion to music,
despite seemingly insurmountable odds, inspires readers and audiences to commit to their own passions. We
are delighted to announce that Lee Cohen, co-author, will participate in the discussion by phone. You are
welcome to join us even if you have not read the book. See the flyer in this bulletin for details.
Please RSVP by December 5 to Debby, deb612nf@cox.net or Linda, Lindaf@bjephoenix.org

WOMEN’S VOICES BOOK GROUP NEW!
Monday, December 4th at 7pm
4938 E. Waggoner Road, Scottsdale
Please join us for the introductory meeting of this new group. We will choose which books to read at this
meeting so please bring suggested titles of fiction written by women. For information and directions call Lisa at
310-508-7688.

DONE IN A DAY MITZVAH
ARIZONA DENTAL MISSION OF MERCY
DECEMBER 8TH AND 9TH
For several years NCJW members have volunteered to assist in this project to assist in providing free dental
care to Maricopa County residents who cannot afford dental care. The dates are December 8 th and 9th.
Each person needs to go online to register and slots are filling up quickly. Early registration is important. To
register go to info@azmom.org and then email me at dianeschoen@gmail.com to let me know that you
registered

JOIN OUR NCJW INTEREST GROUPS
Here’s a great way to get to know your NCJW Arizona sisters. Join one or more of the following groups that
meet weekly. And if you don’t see a group and would be interested in helping to start one, contact
membership@ncjwaz.org

These groups meet weekly






Afternoon Canasta Group: Wednesdays from 1-3:30 PM. Want to learn a fun game? This is not your
grandmother’s canasta. Contact bzmayl@icloud.com
Evening Canasta Group – Mondays from 6:45 -9:30 PM New players are welcome cheri829@gmail.com
Mah Jongg – Thursdays from 11am to 3pm Contact Paula Schulman studio7611@gmail.com (602-6164848)
Mah Jongg – Wednesdays from 6:30pm at Chompie’s PV Mall. (Several of the group meet for dinner at
Chompies at 5:15pm) Contact Netta: mahjpaj001@gmail.com
Knitwits & Happy Hookers: Fridays from 1-2:30 in the craft room at Pueblo Norte (7090 E. Mescal) We
create blankets for Project Linus, a national organization that tries to provide love, warmth and comfort
to children who are seriously ill or traumatized. Contact fredapine@gmail.com

These groups meet bi-weekly or monthly



Writing Group – Stretch your creativity. We meet every other Friday at Pueblo Norte from 2:30 to 4pm.
Contact hankaplan@me.com
Book Group – 1stt Monday of each month at 1:30PM in the library at the BJE Library at the JCC. New
members are welcome! For information or to be put on the mailing list, contact ebwidoff@gmail.com









Dine Around – 1st Wednesday of the month
We meet for dinner and conversation at a new or unique restaurant. Contact fundraising@ncjw.org to
be added to the list.
Movie Mavens – Meets the second Wednesday of the month, around 4pm, October through May. All
members are welcome. We attend a movie as a group, then go out for a bite to discuss the film. Email
goes out to membership announcing the movie. RSVP for more information or contact Carol
cjkl@cox.net
Visit a Shut-In Volunteers: Contact fbunnyb@cox.net for information or to become a volunteer.
Done in a Day Mitzvah: These are volunteer and visit opportunities that occur throughout the year.
Watch for details. Contac dianeschoen@gmail.com
Out and About: Visits and tours of museums, cultural sites and interesting destinations around the
Valley. Watch for e-blasts or bulletin announcement of upcoming events. Contact hankaplan@me.com

NCJW TRIBUTE CARDS: PERFECT FOR ANY OCCASION!
Make someone's day by sending a handwritten message of support, celebration, or sympathy. Now you can
choose either the traditional NCJW card or the new "celebration" card. A tribute card is a thoughtful way to
express your sentiments while supporting NCJW. All $5 contributions will be listed in a future issue of the
Bulletin unless you express otherwise. We can mail individual cards for you or you can purchase packets of
cards. Send your check payable to NCJW Arizona Section to Francine Ebersman, 6017 E. Dale, Cave Creek, AZ
85331. For more information contact me at tributecards@ncjwaz.org
Lynn Greenberg

BUNNY’S CORNER
PUEBLO NORTE VOLUNTEERS Members are still needed as volunteer facilitators for Poker, Black Jack,
Concentration, Trivia, and their form of Scrabble in the Assisted Living section -- days and times will be
determined by the volunteer and Pam, the events director.
Can you donate one half-hour a month? Visitors for the residents in Healthcare are always needed, any day or
time. Contact Bunny Berkowitz at fbunnyb@cox.net or 480-621-8422 for details, questions and hopefully with
the date(s) you are available.
DONATIONS NEEDED: KINDLES 4 KIDZ will recycle empty computer ink cartridges at office superstores for store
credit which will enable them to buy KINDLES for underprivileged children. We’ve been doing a great job in
giving to this program…keep up the good work ladies! HOPE PHONES will responsibly recycle or refurbish all
mobiles, from old and broken to the latest smart phones, and create communication networks for health
workers serving millions in fifteen countries. Hope Phones receives the value of each recycled phone to
purchase new mobile technology for the field. Takes a little longer to do, but we’ve been really generous to
this program too. Pat yourselves on the back ladies! EYEGLASSES: Any and all to be given to the Lions Club for
recycling. GET RID OF UNWANTED PAPERS: CIVITAN is a non-profit organization focusing on employment
opportunities, education, day training (DTA programming), and promoting community for individuals with
challenges and disabilities by offering safe and secure Paper Shredding. Cost is $5.00 per standard Bankers Box
and you receive a certificate of completion after 100% document destruction. Call 602-953-2944 and ask for
Shredding to set up an appointment to drop off boxes at: 12635 N 42 St. Phoenix, AZ 85032.
NO PROGRAM CAN SUCCEED WITHOUT MEMBER PARTICIPATION. THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS WHO
PARTICIPATE IN ANY OR ALL OF THE ABOVE.
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6:45-9:30pm

21

26

27 Canasta
6:45-9:30pm
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TRIBUTES AND CELEBRATIONS
Honor a family member, colleague, friend, or loved one by sending a handwritten NCJW tribute card with a
message of support, celebration or sympathy. A tribute card is a thoughtful way to express your good wishes or
condolences and, at the same time, support NCJW. All Tribute contributions of $5.00 or more will be listed in
the Bulletin unless you request otherwise. We can mail individual tributes for you or you can purchase packets
of cards. For more information contact: fundraising@ncjw.org

TRIBUTES
FROM

T0

REASON

NCJW Board

Suki Schmelzer

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Susan and Jeffrey Schesnol

Suki Schmelzer

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Rita Walton

Suki Schmelzer

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Sondra Mesnik

Suki Schmelzer

Wishing you a speedy recovery

NCJW Board

Diane Schoen

Thinking of you and your family

NCJW Board

Gloria Casper

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Judi Gross

Myra Baum

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Susan and Jeffrey Schesnol

Vicki Wallach

In honor of the birth of your granddaughter

NCJW Board

Vicki Wallach

In honor of the birth of your granddaughter

Rita Walton

Suki Schmelzer

Wishing you a speedy recovery

Rita Walton

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

NCJW Board

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

Fran Richter

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

Lynn Greenberg

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

Debby and Lee Finkel

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

Judi and Steve Gross

Gilda Rothschild and family

Sympathy on the passing of your mother

NCJW Board

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Rita Walton

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Sondra Mesnik

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Debby and Lee Finkel

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Paula Eckstein

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Judi and Steve Gross

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Connie Wolf

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

Lin Katzenstein

Paula Schulman and family

In memory of your husband Elliot

