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Big Ideas Overview
Theory by Hand - Fretboard Toolbox

Eight Big Ideas in Music - see p. 28 for ways to practice these ideas!

-B1 (Big Idea #1) Building Major Scales-

~Major Scales are THE building blocks of Western Music. They make up the melodies of
countless songs, and the notes sound wonderful together to people all over the world.
Learning Major scales is the first step towards seeing the music theory that matters most!

Purchase this edition

to'access all pages!
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x (B1) Building Major Scales x
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Chromatic Keq})oard Lagout ~ (mu]tip]e names for each piano key)

IMPORTANT POINTS:

1. One big reason Major scale notes matter is because they make up the melodies of countless songs!

2. Each note letter can only be used once per Major Scale: e.g. C Major=C, D, E, F, G, A, B.

3. Intervals: Whole-Steps skip a piano key or fret, and Half-Steps use the next door piano key or fret.
4. Memorize Major Scale Intervals: Whole - Whole - Half - Whole - Whole - Whole - Half

5. Major scale notes are the notes in white boxes on all Fretboard Toolbox Complete Editions.

1 Major Root/Key 1-2 Whole-Step 2-3 Whole-Step 3-4 Half-Step

2

4-5 Whole-Siep 5-6 Whole-Step 6-7 Whole-Step 7-8(1) Half-Step

SV

Major key root note boxes as

shown in Fretboard Toolboxes 4 © 2017 Scott Sharp
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Chromatic Keql)oard Lag out ~ (mu]tip]e names for each piano Iceq)

C#@D# F# WG# WMA% C#@D#
DL @ Eb GL | AL | Bb DL @ Eb

Important Points: (Once you’'re ready, quiz yourself on page 20)

1. Start by memorizing the notes of some of the most common Major scales first. (Shown with “=").
2. The 1 note is the root note or key of a song, and the 8 note is an “octave” above the 1 note.
3. After the 7 note, Major scales go back to the 8 note, which is the same as the 1 note, an octave up.

4. Throughout this book, the column “pg #” tells you which Fretboard Toolbox Complete Edition page
you'd use to see these ideas- there’s editions for guitar, mandolin, banjo, ukuleles, bass, & more!

(Root/ Whole Whole Half Whole Whole Whole Half

Key)l L 1 11 10 1] 11
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 |pg#
B C D E F# | 9
Bb c | bb Eb F c |11
B c# | D E F# G# | 13
c D | Eb F G A |15
C# D# | E F# G# A# | 17
D E F G A B |19
D# E# | F# G# A B# | 21
Eb F | Gb Ab Bb c |23
F¢ | G A B c# |25
F G | Ab Bb c D |27
F# Gt | A B C# D# | 29
G A Bb c D E |31
G# A# B C# D# E# | 33
Ab Bb | Cb Db Eb F |35

Major key root note boxes as
shown in Fretboard Toolboxes 5
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(B1) Building Major Scales Worksheet

Theory by Hand -~ Fretboard Toolbox

Quiz Yourself: (Use page 5 to check your answers)

Chromatic Keql)oard Lag out ~ (mu]tip]e names for each piano Iceq)

cx @ D#
ph [l Eb

F# WG# WMA%

GL @ AL @ B

b

C#@D#
DL @ Eb

1. Major scales are made of the following notes: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.
2. In Solfege, this is Do (1), Re (2), Mi (3), Fa (4), Sol (5), La (6), and Ti (7).

3. Start with memorizing the most common Major scales first - the ones shown with this symbol “=".

4. Pay close attention to the the intervals between the notes (Whole-Steps or Half-Steps).

5. Memorizing common scales will pay off immensely for figuring out solos and melodies!

shown in Fretboard Toolboxes

(Root/ Whole Whole Half Whole Whole Whole Half
Key)l | | 11 11 11 11
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 |pg#

9
11
13
15
17
19
21
23
25
27
29
31
33
35

Major key root note boxes as 20 5707 ScofiiSEarp



Practicing the Big Ideas
Theory by Hand - Fretboard Toolbox

-B1 (Big Idea #1) Building Major Scales-

~Fretboard Toolbox Complete Editions show Major scale notes of all keys in white boxes, and
where they’re found all over the fretboard. To download over 1/4 of a Fretboard Toolbox for
free, go to the Fretboard Toolbox website https://www.fretboard-toolbox.com > Pick Your
Instrument. Scroll down to the Complete Editions, and then click “Look Inside!”.

~Once you can play some common Major scales, like G, A, C, D, E, or F Major, go to

Tracks & Tab > 200 Free Jam Tracks on the website to practice soloing with free jam tracks.
~To see how these notes make common melodies, try the Picking Melodies E-Book.
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to accessiall pages!
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