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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Members of the Alabama Society, the year is fast coming to an
end.
It seems like only yesterday that
we met in Montgomery and I was
installed as state president. I wish
to thank each of you for allowing
me to serve as the Alabama Society president. It has been an honor
that I will cherish always.
Also, I solicit your support for
the incoming 2008 president and
officers.
This year has been a very busy
and enjoyable one for Abby and
me. We have traveled all over the
state of Alabama visiting chapters,
making many trips to Mississippi
and several to Kentucky.
The National Congress in Williamsburg was very rewarding in
several ways. Just to be in the same
area where our founding ancestors
settled was an emotional experience.
I encourage all chapter officers
to continue to pursue those who
have not paid their 2008 dues.
Sometime just a little personal
attention or encouragement will
bring them back.
I hope each of you have plans to
attend the state convention in
Huntsville. A registration form is
included in this newsletter and
there’s one on the state web site.
See MESSAGE, Page 2
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ALSSAR convention blasts off
in Rocket City Feb. 29-March 1
The 2008 ALSSAR convention will be hosted
by the Tennessee Valley chapter at the Holiday
Inn Select in Huntsville on Feb. 29-March 1,
2008 with NSSAR Secretary General David
Appleby as the featured speaker at the banquet.
The annual convention will feature a welcome
reception on Friday and business activities
throughout the day on Saturday. The highlight
of the convention will be the awards dinner on
Saturday night which will include the installation of new state officers for 2008.
The ladies will visit and have lunch at the
Space and Rocket Center (with bus transporta-

tion provided) and may also visit the nearby
Bridge Street Town Centre, an outdoor mall that
opened Nov. 1. Other tours of local attractions
are also planned.
While several past and present NSSAR officers are expected to attend, the keynote address
will be provided by Appleby, a Missouri lawyer
who is a retired colonel in the Army Reserve as
well as a member of the American Legion, the
Sons of Union Veterans and the Sons of Confederate Veterans.
A registration form for the state convention
can be found on page 3.

Montgomery mayor, 26 others join Richard
Montgomery chapter in September ceremony
Fifty-nine members of the Gen.
Richard Montgomery chapter
attended the September meeting
at the Montgomery Country
Club, which included the induction of 27 new members that
raised the chapter’s membership
to 115 members, making it the
largest chapter in the state.
“What it means for our chapter
is with new members comes new
interest, new enthusiasm, new
energy, to get involved in doing
our projects and reaching out to
the community,” chapter president Mike Manasco said. “It’s
something we will be able to
build on even further. With this
—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette
induction, we became the largest
Mayor Bobby Bright, left, Autauga County Probate chapter in the state.”

Judge Al Booth, right, join chapter president Mike
Manasco and Larry Cornwell at ceremony.

See MAYOR, Page 6
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BOM proposes balanced budget, endorses candidates

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Bob Cheney receives NSSAR
Liberty Medal for recruiting 10
new members in five-year period.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Ron Bearden receives NSSAR
Liberty Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster for sponsoring 10 members.
Message
(Continued from Page 1)
You still have time to register. We have a
luncheon trip to the Space and Rocket
Center planned for the ladies on Saturday
morning. Saturday afternoon there will
be music by the First Light ensemble.
Fraternally,
James G. Alexander

The ALSSAR Board of Managers held
its annual fall meeting in October in
Montgomery to hand out awards and
discuss upcoming events for the February state convention.
The highlight of the meeting was the
passage of a balanced budget for 2008.
After several revisions in funding for
various activities and organizations, the
motion passed.
One of those revisions included a
change in the fee for BOM meetings
from $15 to $20. In addition, no allotment was made to the Permanent Fund
(which is normally $625) and a reduction in new chapter funding was reduced
from $600 to $300. Donations were
made to the Blue Star Salute ($250) and
the NSSAR Library (for Alabama books,
$300).
A committee was assigned to define
office space at the American Village for
ALSSAR keepsakes and artifacts.
A motion was passed to consolidate all
ALSSAR records at the Samford University Library Special Collections Department.
The BOM voted to endorse ALSSAR
dual members Chuck Bragg for Treasurer General and David Sympson for
Registrar General, Michael Jones for
Genealogist General and all unopposed
candidates for National Society office.
The group also discussed the formation
of new chapters in Monroe, Pike County
and Autauga counties.
Michael Wells has spearheaded the
Monroeville chapter. He announced five
members live in the Monroeville area
and others are working on applications.
John Wallace, who has led the work in
the Troy area, said the group has 12
members, three shy of the 15 required to
start a chapter.
The Prattville chapter is the closest
toward organizing a chapter. Larry
Cornwell, who has been working with
that group through the Richard Montgomery chapter, said the group has 14
applications, with 10 approved.
Cornwell said he is working on 20 other
applications and hopes to have the applicants chartered as a new chapter at the
state convention in February.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Glenn Nivens receives NSSAR
Partners in Patriotism Award for
work with American Legion.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Walter Dorsey receives Liberty
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster for
sponsoring 10 new members.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

J.C. Long receives Liberty Award
from president Jim Alexander for
sponsoring 10 new members.
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Alabama Society
Sons of the American Revolution
Annual Convention Registration
February 29 - March 1, 2008
Huntsville, Alabama
The Tennessee Valley Chapter invites all compatriots and their guests to the ALSSAR State Convention, February 29 - March 1,
2008 at the Holiday Inn Select Hotel, located at 401 Williams Ave. in downtown Huntsville across from the Von Braun Center
and the Big Spring Lagoon. A reception will be held on Friday evening from 6:30 - 8:00 pm to give attendees a chance to meet
and greet each other. A George Washington Breakfast will be held Saturday morning at 7:30 am. The ALSSAR Annual Business
Meeting will follow at 9:00 am and the Orations Contest will be at 11:15 am. We will have other activities for you enjoyment on
Saturday. Details will be available in the registration packet you will receive when you arrive.
We have reserved a block of rooms at a special rate of $85.00 per night plus applicable taxes. You can get a king room for
$95.00 plus taxes. Call the hotel direct at 256-533-1400 or the Holiday Inn toll free reservation line at 888-465-4329. You must
mention that you are with the Sons of the American Revolution to get the special rate. The hotel block code is FSA. Hotel reservation deadline is February 1, 2008. If you have to cancel a room reservation, you must do so 48 hours prior to your arrival.
Make your reservations early to assure that you have a room. There is no charge for parking!

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE AT ALL FUNCTIONS
NAME:________________________________

CHAPTER:_________________________________

OFFICE HELD:________________________

NAME OF GUEST(S)________________________

REGISTRATION FEE:

SAR MEMBERS:
AFTER February 1st
GUESTS:
AFTER February 1st:

_____x $30 = $__________
_____x $40 = $__________
_____x $10 = $__________
_____x $15 = $__________

GEORGE WASHINGTON BREAKFAST:
7:30 am Saturday
(open to all)

_____x $20 = $__________

SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET:
(Black tie for head table and new officers. Others: black tie, uniform, or coat and tie; appropriate dress for ladies.)

7:00 pm Saturday

_____x $32 = $__________

PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER FOR EACH ENTRÉE SELECTION(s)
Huntsville Broil (tender sliced beef)_______

Black Forest Chicken_______
TOTAL ENCLOSED:

$__________

Mail your registration form along with you check payable to: Tennessee Valley Chapter, SAR to:
James H. Maples
Chairman, 2008 ALSSAR Convention
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801-2123
Indicate how many in your party will attend the Friday night reception________
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To help cover a portion of the expenses that we will incur
with the 2008 Alabama Society, SAR State Convention, the
Tennessee Valley Chapter is soliciting donations for advertisements, memorials and honorariums that will be printed
in the convention booklet.
The memorial to the right and below are samples from last
year’s book. The sizes and associated costs are as follows:
1/4 page
$25.00
1/2 page
$50.00
Full page
$100.00
The information that you include in your memorial or advertisement is up to you. You can honor you patriot ancestor, father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, children, past
chapter president, or anyone else that you choose. Please
send camera ready copy if possible, or supply the information that you want included in your memorial.
Please include a check made out to; Tennessee Valley
Chapter, SAR for your total donation and mail it to:
Jim Maples, Chairman
2008 ALSSAR Convention
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801-2123

Deadline for donations is 1 February 2008
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In Memory of
William Cordra Maples
Josiah Maples
William Pace
Henry Hastings
Joseph Hastings
James Billingsley
Walter Billingsley
Patriot Ancestors of
James H. Maples and Jay G. Maples

In Memory of
Daniel Allcox
Patriot Ancestor of
Linda Alcott Maples
Jay G. Maples
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—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

SAR recognizes Constitution Day
Bob Melton, Glenn Nivens and William
Wyatt of the Cahaba-Coosa chapter,
along with Otha “Skeet” Vaughn from
the Tennessee Valley chapter, joined a
school assembly at Drew Middle School
in Lincoln to honor Constitution Day on
Sept. 17. The president and vicepresident of the “Time Travelers Social
Studies Club,” Katelyn Mitchell, left,
and Shaley Watson, right, posed with the
ALSSAR members for this photo.

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Wiregrass honors Enterprise chief
At a recent meeting of the Wiregrass
chapter, the National Society’s Law Enforcement Commendation Medal was
awarded to Enterprise Police Chief T.D.
Jones, left, by chapter president John
Ray Fuller. Chief Jones, a native of
Barbour County, has spent his entire
working career in law enforcement and
accepted the award on behalf of the efforts of the entire Enterprise Police
Department.
—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Cheaha chapter meeting
ALSSAR compatriot Johnny
Curry from the American
Village, left, reprised his role
as President Theodore Roosevelt at the September meeting of the Cheaha chapter.
Chapter president William
Rozier, right, presents vice
president Charles Lloyd
Dinsmore Jr. (left) with
seven new supplemental ancestor certificates, bringing
Dinsmore’s total to 16.

PAGE 6
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Mayor
(Continued from Page 1)
Seven of those members were inducted into the chapter but have
hopes of breaking off to become a new chapter in Prattville, pending approval at the state convention in February. Fifteen members
are needed to form a chapter.
Among those joining were Autauga County Probate Judge Al
Booth and two sons who will be members of the proposed Prattville chapter. Another son is a compatriot of the Florida Society.
Others joining the Prattville chapter included Mack Clark, a
retired fire department and corrections officer; retired business
owner Robert Roy Crane; retired Department of Defense language instructor David Tyrone Crowley; and retired sales manager Robert Wayne Sewell.
“Prattville’s going to be like a brother chapter to us,” Manasco
said, “and we (the ALSSAR) are working on one in Monroeville
as well. I think it’s just (a growing) interest. We’re at war and
people having to endure a sacrifice understand what was done to
fight for our country.”
Among the 20 inductees who plan on remaining with the Montgomery chapter was Montgomery mayor Bobby Bright. Bright’s
interest in the Sons of the American Revolution was piqued when
the organization held its state convention in Montgomery in February and Bright was invited to speak to the organization.
“I came to the state convention and they wanted me to welcome
them,” Bright said. “I sat and listened to the program and leaned
over and asked someone how do you get to be a member and they
said you need to have a connection to the Revolutionary War.
They said, ‘Do I have one?’ I said, ‘I have no idea and I’m afraid
to investigate.’ They said if you’ll give us permission, we’ll investigate. About six months later, I got an e-mail from Larry
(Cornwell) that said we’ve made a connection, do you still want
to be a member? I said absolutely.
“I was a little leery to research because I was afraid of what they
might find. I can now go back out on the campaign trail and tell
folks that not only am I sacrificing every day to be a public servant, but my history shows that my ancestors sacrificed to be part

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

The 14 new Richard Montgomery compatriots who
were on hand for the September ceremony.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Jimmy Frank Meacham is presented his certificate
by Mike Manasco as Larry Cornwell looks on.
of a great nation.”
Bright joined the ALSSAR as a descendant of Johan Peter
Strozier, a soldier in the Georgia Militia. The Montgomery mayor
was presented the documentation by past ALSSAR and chapter
president Larry Cornwell, who had researched Bright’s ancestors
and read a letter from Strozier’s wife at the ceremony.
“My ancestors, like many other ancestors and everybody who
has membership in SAR, has sacrificed — and in many cases
made the ultimate sacrifice — to build our great nation,” Bright
said. “And we are standing on the shoulders of what they’ve done
for us many years ago.”
Gene Crooks, Mark Crooks, Richard Crooks and Jared Crooks
also joined the chapter and their applications were rushed through
so that Gene’s brother Bert, who was 93, could be presented with
his application before he died.
So did Richard John Erickson, a retired colonel in the Air Force,
Michael Alexander McCrory, Jimmie Frank Meacham, a retired
master sergeant in the Air Force, retired realtor Frank Parquette and
his son Frank Jr., a teacher in Montgomery, retired sales consultant
Ernest Porterfield and Russell Stanfield of the Postal Service.
Chapter genealogist William Joseph Scanlan sponsored his sons
William Jr., a materials coordinator in Deatsville, and Mark, a
painting contractor in Tallassee, as well as a youth membership
for his grandson Wade Allen Scanlan.
Bubba Trotman, a highly respected cattle rancher in south
Montgomery who has served as past president of the Alabama
Cattleman’s Association, was the last to be recognized as he was
inducted along with three sons and three grandsons. Trotman received his membership certificate and lapel pin as well as that of
his three sons, John McNeill Trotman, Jr., a car salesman in
Montgomery; real estate developer Charles Rogers Trotman, a
former quarterback at Auburn University; and real estate developer Robert Tyler Trotman; as well as grandsons John McNeill
Trotman III, a cattleman south of Montgomery; and university
students Andrew Gunter Trotman and William Rogers Trotman.
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Ladies Auxiliary
plans fund raiser
at convention

—Photo by Bruce Pickette

Chapter vice-president Stan Phillips, left, announces award as
compatriot and Montgomery mayor Bobby Bright presents
SAR Heroism Medal to Jemal Swain at October meeting.

Richard Montgomery chapter
honors pair of local heroes
The Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter awarded the SAR Heroism
Medal in back-to-back meetings in October and November, recognizing
men who battled through life-threatening circumstances to save lives.
In October, the group recognized the heroism of Jemal Swain, who
teamed with Michael Reese in late September to rescue 3-year-old Katlynn
Williams from a burning home in west Montgomery.
The two men tried to enter the burning house through the front door , but
couldn’t enter because of the heat. They tried to enter the back door, but
couldn’t break it down. Finally, Swain shoved an air conditioner through a
side window and pulled Katlynn through the window.
“I’m just glad I happened to be here when it all happened,” Swain, 32,
told the Montgomery Advertiser. “I just wish we could have got the little
boy out.”
Kamarion Williams, 17 months old, died in the blaze.
“There were many thoughts going through my mind,” said Reese, 40 and
a father of eight. “I was more concerned about getting that other child out.”
The chapter could not locate Reese but honored Swain in its October
meeting for his valiant efforts on Sept. 21.
In November, the chapter recognized Beck Williams, a construction
worker who rescued Amber Haslam, her 2-year-old son Travis and their
three dogs from their truck after it burst into flames on Interstate 65 in late
October.
“What I did, everyone on that interstate should have done without thinking about it,” Williams told the Advertiser.
Williams stopped his car in the emergency lane and ran across three
lanes of traffic to rescue the son, then the dogs and finally Haslam as the
car was engulfed in flames.
“The courage Beck Williams showed at the interstate car fire is the same
kind of act displayed by our patriots during the Revolutionary War,” chapter president Mike Manasco said. “This award is the least we can do for
such self sacrifice.”

Several members of the Alabama Ladies Auxiliary
of the Sons of the American Revolution represented
the state at the National Congress in Williamsburg in
July, including president Leanne Cornwell, vice
president Abby Alexander, Linda Maples, Jo Thomas, Mary Ann Wallace and Elizabeth Wells.
The Alabama Society belongs to and supports the
National Society Ladies Auxiliary SAR. Each year
at Congress, the National Society of the Ladies Auxiliary has a fund raiser selling tickets for chance to
win a state basket.
Alabama donated three baskets, along with additional donations from Linda Maples. The Alabama
baskets were chosen immediately by early winners.
It is also noteworthy to know that most of us from
Alabama won a basket full of goodies from other
states. Leanne’s came from Delaware.
This year the SAR National Congress will be in
Sacramento. Leanne will be attending again and
representing the state auxiliary. Because of the complications of taking baskets to California on a plane,
the Ladies Auxiliary voted at the fall Board of Managers meeting to have a state fundraiser by selling
door prize tickets.
A check from this fundraiser will be given directly
to the National Ladies Auxiliary in July. For the door
prizes, they will be putting together baskets with
items donated from chapters across the state.
Compatriots can help. The auxiliary needs your
chapter to include your ladies in donating items for
our baskets. All they need to do is bring items to the
state convention in Huntsville in February and the
Ladies Auxiliary will put the baskets together. The
baskets will be provided; the Ladies Auxiliary just
needs the items.
For those not attending the convention, the auxiliary will offer a chance to win a basket for $5 each.
All compatriots need to do is send a check made out
to LAALSSAR, c/o Rita Pickette, 9400 Winfield
Place, Montgomery, AL 36117. For $5 they will
have one name in the drawing; for $10 they receive
two entries and so on.
Items can include everything from note pads, stationary, wine, cook books, towels, shirts — just use
one’s imagination.
All money raised will be given to the National
Ladies Auxiliary. Last year the Ladies Auxiliary
gave the National Society $3000 to go towards two
library tables for its new library.
—Leanne Cornwell
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—Photo courtesy of Ron Bearden

—Photo courtesy of John Wallace

Re-enactor entertains chapter
Bob McClendon, a member of the
provisional ALSSAR chapter in Troy,
provided a program on the various
uniforms in the War of 1812 and some
of the weapons used during that period at the Wiregrass chapter’s meeting in November. McClendon is a War
of 1812 and Civil War re-enactor and
has appeared in numerous documentary films on these periods.

Midshipman Jordan Holt, center, and Buddy Holt, second from
right, receive membership certificates in ceremony attended by,
from left, John Wallace, Lee Swart and Ron Bearden.

Little River welcomes new members
The Little River chapter held a luncheon in Fort Payne on July 26 to present
certificates to a trio of new members.
The ceremony was carefully coordinated because one of the members, Jordan Collins Holt, was a midshipman at
the U.S. Naval Academy and Little
River members had to find a time when
Holt would be home for the ceremony.
Even the best of plans can go awry,
however. Holt attended the luncheon but
his brother, Zachary Bryant Holt, a
teacher in the Scottsboro City school

system, had a scheduling conflict.
The brothers, along with their father
James Jay “Buddy” Holt Jr., a school
administrator in the Scottsboro City
school system, were inducted into the
Little River chapter on their patriot ancestor, Robert Holt Jr. of Virginia. Robert Holt Jr. is credited with
patriotic service by providing corn to the
Continental Army.
The Holts were sponsored by ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden.
—Ron Bearden

—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

President speaks at Cheaha
ALSSAR president James G. Alexander was the featured speaker at
the Cheaha chapter’s November
meeting held in the Anniston Room
of the Anniston-Calhoun County
Public Library on Nov. 7. Alexander spoke on the “Women of the
American Revolution.” His presentation was well received by all the
members and the visitors
and guests who attended.
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Color Guard helps honor fallen soldier
PFC Johnathon Millican was honored posthumously in a July 28 ceremony at Locust Fork High
School as ALSSAR compatriots assisted in the ceremony.
The ALSSAR Color Guard comprised the historical flag honors line to honor the soldier who was
killed during fighting in Karbala, Iraq on Jan. 20.
Behind the flag line was a massive array of Patriot
Guard Riders with their flag-bearing motorcycles.
Brig. Gen. Gino Dellarocco presented Millican’s
family with the Silver Star medal for exceptional
gallantry in combat which cost Johnathon his life.
Millican, 20, blocked an explosion by a live grenade
by falling on it during a surprise raid staged by insurgents on a government compound for U.S. troops
and Iraqi police. Millican suffered fatal gunfire
wounds during the attack. His quick actions are
credited with saving the lives of other soldiers in the
room, giving them time to fight off enemy gunmen
who had posed as a security team. In all, five U.S.
soldiers lost their lives during the assault.
A recommendation is pending to upgrade this
initial award for exceptional heroism to the Congressional Medal of Honor.
—R. Glenn Nivens

—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

Brig. Gen. Gino Dellarocco presents Johnathon Millican’s
family with the Silver Star during a recent ceremony in front
of a flay display arranged by the ALSSAR Color Guard.

Johnson wins Gen. Galvez chapter’s Knight Essay contest
Jeffery M. Johnson won the
Gen. Galvez annual Knight
Essay contest with his essay,
“Revolutionary Soldier
Robert Morris, Profiteer.”
Johnson’s essay was the
highlight in the chapter’s
November meeting at the
Fire Mountain restaurant in
S p a n i s h
F o r t . #
Twenty-three members and
guests attended, including
Johnson’s father Mark and
grandmother Marilyn.
Chapter president Leroy
McGaughy presented Johnson with a certificate of appreciation and a check for
$75. His essay was exceptionally well researched and
very informative.
Compatriot Harold Wells
reported there would be a
program at the veteran’s

—Photo courtesy of Mike Glass

Chapter president Leroy McGaughy presents Johnson
with a check and certificate at November meeting.
home in Bay Minette on Nov.
11 and encouraged everyone
to attend.
McGaughy reported “Echo

Taps” would play “Taps” at
the home as part of the program.
Only 10 “Angel tree Christ-

mas wish list” names were
given to the chapter this year
and they were quickly taken.
The nominating committee
had recommended a slate of
officers for the coming year
and this was sent to each
member as required by the
bylaws.
A motion was made and
seconded to accept the recommended list: Richard Britton, president; Stanley Virden, vice-president; Bud
McDonald, secretarytreasurer; and BOM members
Howard Schramm and Price
Legg.
The chapter was invited to
the Richards DAR house and
McGaughy requested sign up
for duty at the Christmas
Open House on Dec. 1-2.
—Mike Glass
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Send in your chapter’s news to be included in the next newsletter
Please submit any information about your chapter’s activities or notice of
upcoming events by Feb. 10 to Tim Gayle 3573 Foxhall Drive, Montgomery, AL 36111 or send photos or stories via e-mail to
timgayle@knology.net.

SAR observes 225th anniversary of last battle
On Sept. 22, members of the John
Sevier chapter of the Tennessee Society celebrated the 225th anniversary of
what has popularly been called the
“Last Battle of the American Revolution” at Lookout Mountain in Chattanooga.
ALSSAR members Jim Maples and
Skeet Vaughn of the Tennessee Valley
chapter; William Wyatt, Glenn Nivens
and Dr. Rick Price of the CahabaCoosa chapter; and John Wallace of
the Wiregrass chapter joined SAR
compatriots from Tennessee, Georgia,
Kentucky, Indiana and Mississippi in a
public dedication of a monument commemorating the battle fought between
Col. John Sevier and a militia force of
approximately 250 settlers from what
is now east Tennessee and a group of
British-inspired Cherokee Indians on
the north slope of mountain at Moccasin Bend in 1782.
The ceremony replaced a historical
marker originally placed near the site
in 1973 that was later destroyed.

—Photo courtesy of Glenn Nivens

The Tennessee Society and Color Guard members from five other
states march along Lookout Mountain in September ceremony.

