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2014 Swami
Shrouded in Mystery

by Brian Anderson

Often timesin this crazy sport we like to
callUnlimited racing thingsare cut, dried
and finalized before the opening race.
This year however, the sport has gone
a bit stealth on us and news during this
off season has been quite sparse. Oh, <}
there has been some big news such as
defending drivers champion Jimmy -
Shane jumping from the Graham 1
Truckingboatto perennial power Oberto
based out of the small town of Madison,
In. From there he was replaced in the ¢ .
National Champion and Scott Liddycoat was hired after a year absence from the sport to drive the
#37. Most of that took place months ago and then all kinds of time before anything else happened.
Leaving most of us observers wondering what if anything was going on. Then in the last few days
before the season is set to start the picture of who will be doing what has become a little clearer.

As it turns out our defending champion team has decided to field two boats this season, the
second being the T-5 hull which will run as #7 Graham Trucking with Cal Phipps doing the driving.
The one-two combination of Kelly and Phipps will be tough customersin every heat. At the last minute
the Oberto team named Larry Hanson as crew chief for the #6 who lost the season title in the last
heat of 2013 and should be considered very much a favorite to regain the title. Jimmy Shane is
currently working on a three race win streak from last season.

After that the thrashing continues, last season’s Gold Cup winner Kip Brown in the #95 Qatar has
been named recently to pilot the new #96 Qatar but when the boat will be ready is the big question.



|
News on a launch date has not surfaced as of press time. Mike Hanson is in charge of the operation
for the Ellstrom family.

One of the teams looking prepared for the season is the #9 Team Red Dot of Mike and Lori Jones.
Arecenttest,oh my gosh yes an actual test session has the team ready for the opener. Jon Zimmerman
has been driving very well the past couple of seasons and a great 2013 ended prematurely in Coeur
d’Alene with major hull damage.

Last minute preparations on Billy and Jane Schumacher’s #37 Beacon Plumbing team under
manager Dave Villwock should have the boat in Madison for the season opener. Scott Liddycoat who
has driven for Ted Porter and Matt Gregory has been hired with high expectations. One of the afore
mentioned teams should produce the champion and the remainder of the field will be battling these
teams just to make the final.

At the top of this heap would be the Our Gang Racing owned by Nate Brown. The defending Gold
champion has had its driver Kip Brown hired by the Ellstrom/Qatar team and is on its own to find
sponsorship. Veteran and three time race winner Jeff Bernard will drive this season. Also looking to
improve this season is the Scott and Shannon Raney owned gbr11 Peters & May. A recent exhibition
run in Evansville shows they are ready to go. Just that one opportunity to test should yield big
dividends early in the season. Another team playing it close to the vestis Greg O’Farrell’s U-21 team
which this season will be driven by both Brian Perkins and Jamie Nilsen. They recently sold their
number two ride which appeared last season with Snoqualmie Casino sponsorship to Jay Leckrone
who will campaign it as the #12 Miss DijJulio. Greg Hopp will drive again for Leckrone this year. The
number twelve is a salute to the twelfth man fans of the Super Bowl champion Seahawks.

Another entry is Mike Webster’s #22. The boat has been refurbished in the off season at Mike’s
Reading, PA shop and is ready for the circuit. The boat sports a predominately blue and red paint
scheme. Rounding out the field will be the #100 of owner Stacey Briseno, no driver has been
announced but it's expected to be Dave Warren who finished the season in the boat last year. After
a year of sitting out Kelly Stocklin returns most likely for the four west coast events in the same #18
Bucket List Racing he piloted in 2012.

Ed Cooper’s #3 Master Tire ran very well at Evansville, but don’t look for them to race this season
either. Dave Bartush and his U-13 that raced last season as the #14 Miss DiJulio for Jay Leckrone, will
sit this season out. The #57 of Mark Evans remains for sale but nothing has happened on this front.
Don’t expect to see them this season either unless a buyer appears.

As for the season expect a battle between ]. Michael Kelly and Jimmy Shane, these two have the
total package of hull, crew and sponsor. It will go down to the last few heats in Doha, Qatar before
this one is settled. Seven races isn’t many races if a mistake is made and these two teams do not seem
to make many. So kick back and settle in, this should be good.

The 2014 schedule is a slight alteration of last season. The Sacramento race has been put on hold
due financial shenanigans but because of drought probably would never been run anyway. From
there its off to the traditional stops in Madison, Indiana then Detroit, Michigan for the Gold Cup. The
last weekend in July features the first of the West Coast leg, Tri-Cities then a week later in Seattle,
Washington. Labor day features a return to picturesque Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The North American
portion of the tour wraps up in September in sunny San Diego, California. After that it is off to the
middle east for the Oryx Cup in Doha, Qatar to end the season. The seven race season places a
premium on committing no mistakes and running clean.

And, ohyes here’s how it will all turn out. You can thank the Swami when you see him at the races.

And, Here We Go. ..



The Contenders

1) #6 Oberto, ]immy Shane, 6 career wins.

City of Madison, Ind. 19 career wins

Madison, IN
Swami Sez: If you take the top driver from
2013 who has won 4 of the last 7 races and put
him in the boat that has been the strongest over
the past few seasons what you will get is more
winsaseasontitle. Despitelosing crew chiefMike §=
Hanson to the Ellstrom/Qatar team they should [ : % = o
win at least 4 times on the circuit this year and be top quahfler ata ma]orlty of the events. Wlll flnally
win the Gold Cup.
2) #1 Graham Trucking, ] Michael Kelly, 1 career
win.

Precision Marine, 12 career wins

Decatur, IN
Swami Sez: The talented Kelly moves over
from the U-37 to pilot one of the sports two
fastest boats. This team will battle it out with the E==
#6 for the championship. Should be fastest ===
qualifier at about half the events and in most &=
finals, baring some freak accident. Look for at &= === = -
least two wins this year and be in serious contention when Doha rolls around This Wlll be the “red”
boat of the Graham Trucking (#0001) twosome. i

3) #9 Red Dot, Jon Zimmerman, 0 career wins

Mike & Lori Jones, 2 career wins.

Kent, WA
Swami Sez: This team continues to operate [t
atavery high level and was one of the only boats
to get in some testing time in the pre-season so
look for it to be fast right out of the blocks.
Zimmerman has proven to be quite impressive
time and time again. Look for this team to be in
most final heats a win would not be too big of a
surprise.

The Field

4) #7 Graham Trucking II, Cal Phipps, 0 career wins
Precision Marine, 12 career wins
Decatur, IN
Swami Sez: This teams’ number two boat is
no slouch. It is well prepared and Phipps is a
veteran who can get it done. Expect fast qualifying
speeds and in most final heats. If they come up with | |
a win it will be a bit of a surprise. This is the ‘black’ : , |
boat of the Graham Trucking (#9712) tandem. = ; e e e




|
f) gbrl1 Miss Peters & May, Tommy Thompson, :
0 career wins.
Scott & Shannon Raney, 0 career wins
Edmonds, WA
Swami Sez:The fun run in Evansville should
help this team immensely. It has shown some
flashes of brilliance but so far has failed to
challenge the top contenders in a final heat. §
Should be in about 5 final heats and a victory ps
would be considered a major upset. What they
need above all is consistency.

6) U-21 Go Fast Turn Left Racing, Brian Perkins,
0 career wins; Jamie Nilsen, 0 career wins

Greg O’Farrell, O career wins

Maple Valley, WA
Swami Sez: This team is tough to get a read
on. With two drivers sharing duties which one
will get the boat set up that is right for him. Last
season the drivers had their own boats on this
team. The qualifying speeds will be mid-packbut =
it will sneak in to some finals. Fox Plumbing will
sponsor in Seattle.

7) #12 Miss DiJulio, Greg Hopp, 0 career wins.
Jay Leckrone, O career wins
Burien, WA
Swami Sez: This season they acquired the
U-48 and will have itready for the season opener.
This crew knows how to get things done fast and
be ready to race. Unfortunately this is a boat that
will most likely be through when the prelims are
over. Consistent, if not overly fast speeds will be
the norm on this team.

8) #22 Webster Racing, Mike Webster, 0 career
wins

Webster Family, 0 career wins

Reading, PA
Swami Sez: If they can be consistent they
have a shot at a few final but most likely be
done after the prelims. Mike is a quality driver
but the boat needs a bit more speed. The
qualifying speeds will be just above the 130
mark and will need a few breaks to go their
way to move up.




9) #100 Leland Racing, Dave Warren, 0 career
wins.

Leland Racing team, 20 career wins

Kirkland, WA o
Swami Sez:Not sure whats going on with
this team although when race time rolls around
they always seem to be there and often surprise.
Don’t expect blinding speeds in qualifying or the
race.

Wils Carods

10) #37 Beacon Plumbing, Scott Liddycoat, 1
career win

Billy & Jane Schumacher, 4 career wins

Seattle, WA
Swami Sez: A new driver that was very
impressive the lasttime he was at the wheel of an
Unlimited in 2012 aboard the Degree boat now
becomes front man for the #37. When you
combine that talent with Dave Villwocks race set
up you have a front runner. The key is of course
how quickly Liddycoat can get used to his new
ride. Over the past couple of seasons the team has always had problems at precisely the wrong
moment. They’'re not on the Madison roster and are some doubts they will the whole season.

77) U-17 Our Gang Racing, Jeff Bernard 3 career wins.
Nate Brown, 5 career wins (driver), 1 career
wins (owner)
Preston, WA
Swami Sez: A familiar face in Jeff Bernard
returns to race the well prepared boat from
Preston, WA. This hull is last season’s Gold Cup
winner, but repeating that feat would be a major
upset this year. Rumors are they will only race == '
in Tri-Cities and Seattle unless a major sponsor s
steps up. It should show some good qualifying
speeds and make the finals.




12) #18 Bucket List Racing, Kelly Stocklin, 0
career wins

Kelly Stocklin, 0 career wins

Sammamish, WA
Swami Sez: Their shortseason and asmaller
Turbine T-53 and a former G class hull will keep
this team running toward the rear, but they will |
be running and finishing heats as they -
demonstrated two seasons ago.

13) #96 Qatar, Kip Brown, 1 career win.
Ellstrom Family, 29 career wins
Seattle, WA.
Swami Sez:1fthe hull gets done for the Gold
Cup watch out for some serious speed. Maybe we
see it on the west coast. When it does it will
become animmediate contender. New driver Kip
Brown has the right stuff.

Going Nowhere Fast

#3 Master Tire, Jimmy King, 0 wins
Ed Cooper Jr., 4 career wins
Evansville, IN.

U-13 Spirit of Detroit

Dave Bartush, 1 career win
Detroit, MI.

#57, FEDCO, Mark Evans, 10 career wins
Evans Brothers Racing, 0 career wins
Chelen, WA.

Swami Sez: Angry owner, old boat owner,
and boat up for sale owner. We can always hope.




Shots from the Tri=Cities Test
From the _/_I_JNJI §1l;a|1ﬁ

The U-9 Jones Racing Team, truck,
and very white boat arrived in
Columbia Park and entered the
Lampson Pits along the Columbia
River Friday afternoon (seen at left).
¥ The crew spent the rest of the day
setting up for the test run Saturday.
Mike and Lori Jones, above, were on
hand to watch all the action.

Jon Zimmerman above made only
one lap the first time out on the
Columbia River. Coming out of the [
last turn he said he took his hands off &

the steering wheel and was pleased
theboatranstraightand true. Before,
it had a tendency to pull They had
re-aligned the engine overthe winter
to correctthe problem and itworked.
They also lightened the hull among
several other things looking for



better performance and more speed. &
This was more of a shakedown run |
looking for anything in need of
attention.

Zimmerman had a little trouble on
the second run. On the back
straightaway he shut the U-9 down
and was towed it with turbine
problems. At right the Water Follies
rescue team tows the white boat,
with Zimmerman standing on the
deck, back to the floating dock.

; v Atleftis the culprit that caused the trouble.
Zimmerman shutting down quickly
hopefully kept the damage to a minimum.
They won’t know how serious the repair
will be until they take it apart at the shop.
After they change engine they would make
another run.

After lunch, Jon Zimmerman took
the U-9 out on the Columbia River
one last time and ran several good
laps; the boat looked stable and fast |
After returning to the dock he said |
he was pleased with the boat’s
performance. Mike and Lori Jones
and the crew were also very satisfied
with the U-9’s last run.

Next up is the race on the Ohio
River in Madison, Indiana.

Karl Pearson photos




The G-13 Tempo VI Leaving the State
From the UNJ Staff

Joe Frauenhiem sold the G-13 Tempo VI he spent so much time restoring to Lee Anderson who lives
in Minnesota. He also has more toys in Florida. Mr. Andersonis a collector of old boats. The G-13Tempo
Vileft the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum for Frauemhiem’s home in Issaquah Thursday evening,
June 5th where it will be picked up later and hauled east. Just when and where is unkown at this time.
At right, Tempo VI in the museum shop where
they put it on the boat’s trailer for transport.
Just below is a look at the front and rear of G-
13 Tempo VI. At bottom, they are about ready to
leave the Hydroplane and Raceboat Museum
parkinglotwith Tempo VIand head for Issaaquah.
H&RM’s David Williams told us that a new
vintage hydroplane will be showing up soon to
fill the vacancy Tempo VIwill leave; the U-17 My
Sweetie John Francis, now owned by Dr. Ken
Muscatel. We will all be looking forward to this.
~ Karl Pearson photos ~




2014 Evansville Shriners¥est
Y rom the dNJ Staff
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Hydro-News.co

EvansvilleShrinerswereecstati cwiththesuccessof their 2014 Shrinerskest. A hugecrowdwasinattendance. An
estimated 20,000 to 30,000 hydro fans were on hand to watch Saturday. The event included the Unlimited
Hydroplaneexhibition, anexcellentair show, acarniva, car show, music,andvendorsgaore, sallingdelicious” junk
food, and everythingfrompuppetstojewe ry, candles, andtacky licensepl ates. Perfect weather, anda$5admission
(childrenunder 12free) hel ped boost attendance. Above, crewsonthe#3 Master Tireandgbrl1 Peters& May
arebusy preparing theboatsfor whatsto come.

Thepileof driftwoodinthephoto bel owwasclearedfromtheEvansvillecourse, dongwiththerest, on Friday
morning. Afteritwasall cleared, theOhioRiver wascleanfor therest of theday with great water conditions.

Ron Harsin photo



After clearingthedriftfromtheriver,thedriverswere ___
eachalowedindividua testrunspriortonoon. Evansville's B8
#3Master Tire, owned by Ed Cooper Jr. anddrivenby
Jmmy King, hit the water first for Friday’s testing
session, started right up, andlooked great ontheriver.
Abigcrowdlinedtheralingontheriverfronttowatchthe
hometownboat. AtrightistheMaster Tireonher first §
testrunontheOhioRiverinyears.~RonHarsinphoto;
Wehaven't seentheCooper’ sturbo-Allisonpowered
boat racefor alongtime, since2010whenitwithdrew E===
at Madison. Scott and ShannonRaney’ s gbrl11 Peters £=
& May wasabit lategetting inthewater becausethe

strapsontheir brand new slingwerenot thecorrect length. After abit of improvisationwiththedling, theboat was
loweredintotheriverand Tommy Thompsongot hisvery first practicerunontheOhioRiver. Aboveleft, Peters
& Mayhangsontheir newly adjusted slingsasthey launchtheboat intheriver. ~Hydro-News.com photo; Tothe
right Thompson and Peters& May at speed onthe Ohio. ~ Ron Harsin photo; Therewasaproblemwith buoys
floating out of place, apparently dueto anchor weightsthat weretoolightweight. Below leftisdimmy Kingwith
Tommy Thompsonto hisright talkingthingsover inthepits. ~ Hydro-News.com photo
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Withthegreat crowd, Saturday felt likeareal boat race. A long linesnaked downthestreet aspeoplewaitedto
buy their admission buttons. Aboveright alook at someof thecrowd. ~RonHarsinphoto; Whenracefansheard
thedistinctivevoiceof Madison' s Jeff AyloronthePA, itredly did seemlikearace. H1 Unlimitedwasrepresented
by DonMélilloand Ted Grange, and H1’ snew tech truck and rescue boat were onthe scene.



Saturday’ s “race,” involved oneheat, and onefinal, each onethreelaps. Therewerenoti mers, noclock,andno
officia results, witheachheat/final beingcontrolledby a
referee holding flags to indicate green, white, and
checkeredfinish.Inthefirst“race,” theMaster Tiretook
theinsidelane, andtherewasaneck andneck racewith | &
Peters & May. Master Tire won the race by a neck. 5
Above, Peters& MayracesMaster Tirearoundtheturn. g
~RonHarsinphoto

Attheendof heat 1, Master Tire returnedtothedocks
withanengineonfire caused by abrokenail fitting. Itwas
quickly extinguished by Jmmy King. Nodamagewas
done, but therewasquiteamessto cleanupintheengine
bay. Cooper’ sturbo-Allisonat right. ~RonHarsinphoto

Inthefinal (above), Peters& May claimedtheins delanefor another neck and neck race, withMaster Tireagain
narrowly winning beforethehometown crowd. Well, itreally didlooklikearace! ~RonHarsinphoto

Jeff Ayler announced the heats and asked the crowd if they would like to see hydroplaneracing return to
Evansville. Thisdrew alarge, andloud, positiveresponsefromthecrowd.

Shriner leadersandraceorganizersareal ready makingplansfor afull EvansvilleUnlimited Hydroplaneracein
2015. Atleftis#3Master Tireand thegbr11 Peters& Mayrunning neck-and-neck inthefinal raceat Evansville.




Extra Photos

Above, Ed Cooper Jr. stands on the deck of
Master Tirewaitingfor immy Kingwhilethe

crewworkstogetready togoracing. Infront of S&s

themisPeters& May, asowaitingtoraceas k.
peoplewatch. ~Hydro-New.com photo

Atright Master Tireand Peters& Maygoing
head to head. ~ Hydro-News.com photo

Bottom left, Ed Cooper Jr., #3 Master Tire Sl
owner, and tothe right, gbrll Peters& May EEEE=ae s
owner ScottRaney.~Hydro-Newscomphotos === e




YOU GOTTA HAVE RULES?

H1 Unlimited’s Mike Noonan explains the new Rules for 2014 to UNJ
by Clint Newman

UNeJ: Mike, | lookedatthefirst page
of thenew Rulebook and | seethat you
arenolonger Chief Referee, you are
now theDirector of Competition/Risk
Management.
Noonan: Sam Cole and | have
talked about thisfor acoupleof years,
getting new peopleinvolved, splitting
uptheduties. Last year webroughton
new officials and used a new Chief
Refereeat eachrace. Thisyear Sam [
Cole proposed to the Board that we % ’ o
splitthedutiesat theracesite so that I
oneofficia takescareof thewater side Clint Newman Mike Noonam ~ Karl Pearson photo
(thereferees, rules, officiatingtheactua race) andtheland side(theactivitiesthat occur beforeand duringtherace
(theinspectors, the Techtruck, al of theequipment, el ectronics, and theblack boxes.) TheRisk Manager’ sjob
hasalwaysbeen attached tothe Chi ef Refereeal so, which meant al ot of extrawork.
UNeJ: | haveheardthat Wes, Scott, and DianaPattonwon'’ t betravelingthecircuitthisyear. Whowill bedoing
theirjobs?
Noonan: Wehavedividedit up. Ontheequipment side, theracemanagement, theoperationsdirector, Ted
Grangeistakingover that positionwhichWesdidanawful lot of. Asfor Scott’ spositioninthe Techtruck, that’s
beentakenover by StevePeterson. Stevewill alsobedrivingthetruck for us. SuePattonwill returnasthe Timer,
runningthecomputer programontheJudges Stand. Shirley Outlaw fromNorth Carolinawill beour Chief Scorer.
Thosearethe new nameswe have added to theteam.
U/NeJ: Thenew Chief Refereefor 2014 isBrianHany (pronounced Haney.) That’ sanew namefor me.
Noonan: BrianisfromtheSeattlearea. He' saninboardracer andinboardreferee. HefirstworkedwithH1
acoupleof yearsagoinTri-CitieswherehesteppedforwardtobetheDriver’ sRepresentative. Heworksreally
well under pressureandhandleshimself well. Thenextyear heflew alot of racesfor usinthehelicopter. Last year,
whenwewerealternating Chiefsat every race, hewasassigned Chief for two of theraces. Samand | agreedthat
hewould bethebest personto handletheofficial sideof racing, sowepresented hisnametotheBoardanditwas
accepted.
UNeJ: Now, theperennial question: What will bethestarting procedurefor 20147
Noonan: Afteralot of discussion, the Committeedecided toimplement aminimumspeed. Itiswrittenupas
strictly ajudgment call. Instead of using* on-planeand off-plane”, wewill doaminimum speed. The80mphhas
beenthenumber mentioned most, but theRulebook saysthat thenumber will beannouncedat thedriver’ smeeting.
The80mphmight bethewrongspeedfor, say, Detroit or Madison. Beingsuchdifferent racecourses, wemay not
usethesamespeed.

Thespeed of theboatswill beajudgment call by the Chief Refereeand hisassistants. If they determinethata
boat isgoinglessthan80mph, they will giveawarningtotheRadio Corral, and theboat has5 secondsto get back

above80mph. If itdoesn’t, al minutepenalty will beadded totheboat’ stime.




UNeJ: Asareferee, how doyoutrainyoursel f
to recognize 80 mph, 90 mph, or whatever
speedyou choose?
Noonan: Therewasmuchdiscussiononthis.
Duringtesting, wewill givewordover theradio
tohavetheboatsgoat thespeedwedesignated ©
based on their speedometers, and we will be
ableto watchtheboat runat 80, 90, or 100, and
getanideaof thespeeds. Thereareideasabout =
GPS, butall that datacomesinafter returningto | -
thepits. Nobody wantedtorecord speedsand ' L = -
goback after theracewasover andmakethose == TN i
determinations. TheRulesend Competion {12 /5 S5 Iy and 195 Qs vol 10 3t 1 Ces
Committeeistryingtoget everythingassoonas
possi blewithout delaysafter theevent. Thereisequipment out therethat canfeedtheinformationlive. All of this
isstill beingworked onasapossi bleintroduction sometimeduringtheseason. Itwill requireal ot of equipment, a
lot of testing, and, of course, acapital expenditureto makethat happen.
U/NeJ: | can seewherethiscould bealargeheadachefor thereferees.
Noonamn Itwon'tbeeasy, butthejob’ snoteasy. We' renottryl ngtoshirk our requiredduties. Theteamssay
they won't protest or cause alot of trouble, :
claimingthatwearewrong. Thesedecisions, as |
well asstarts, finishesandlanechangesmay not
beappealed.
UNleJ: Another rulesaysthat prior tothestart
aboat can’ t shut off itsengine, andsitthereand &
start upagaininorder tosecurealane. Hasthis B
happened?
Noonan: Oh,yes. Theruleistopreventa
boat from pullingupand parkingontheinside
laneof thefirstturn, fakingaproblem, hopingto
avoidtheminimum speed, waitingfor theone
minuteperiod. And, theboatsstill haveto be
behind the exit pin of turn one beforethe one
minutegun. Jimmy Shane shuts down #5 Graham Trucking at Seattle last season.
[INV.J: A newrulesaysthat videopicturesfrom ~ <27 Pearsen photo
thestartlinecamerashall beused by refereesasanaidinmaking decisionsastothelegality of starts/finishes. The
rulegoesontosay that thosevideoscanbeshowntotheDrivers Representativeafter theday of racingiscompl eted.
It doesn’ t say thevideo can be showntotheraceteams.
Noonan: Thestart camgetsout of control whentheowners, crew chiefs, or teamrepresentativesstormthe
Judges’ stand demanding to seethevideo. That happensalot and hasgotten out of control. The Competition
Committeedecidedthevideosarefor theofficials useonly. If theowner wantssomebody el setotakeal ook at
it, that’ swhat the Driver’ sRep. isfor. It’ stheir jobto go back and report what they saw totheteams.
Weusedthisall last year. That ruleand thevideo rulefor thein-boat cameraswere put in place after the
Sacramentoracelastyear. Thein-boat camerarule saysthat all of the on board video, thevideo taken by the
productioncompany, istheproperty of H1andisonly tobeused by therefereesand not showntotheteams. Again,
itcomestoeveryonestormingtheoffice, theJudges StandandtheTV productiontruck. It wasdeterminedthat
nobody hasarighttoseethevideobut thereferees. Itistheirtool. If teamswanttheir ownvideo,they cantake
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it, but wedon’t havetolook at it and we don’ t haveto show themwhat we havetaken.

UNeJ: Y ouhaveanew ruleastowhat constitutesaraceif itisstopped beforetherequired number of laps.
Noonamn: It' sasmpleclarification. Wealwaysinterpreted hal f-way asmeaning rounded uptothenearest | ap.
Someteamsarguedthat onablaprace, 2¥2lapsconstituted arace. Theclarificationsaysthatfora3laprace,it’s
2laps, fora4dlap,it's2, fora5laprace, it’s3and soon.

UNeJ: | saw somethingthat caught my eye. Y our videorul esaysthat official sshall useall tool sat their discretion,

includingremoteunmannedvehiclevideo.

Noonan: That could bethefuture of what we are
doingintheair, usingdronestotakevideos. It’ sbeen
proposed for 2 or 3 years, and is getting easier and
cheaper to do now. We'll try it at a few races and

experiment alittlebit. Itwouldbemorecost effective m
thanhiringahelicopter. L

UNeJ: 1f youdidthat, wouldyou begetting thepicture
inreal timeor would you havetowait until theraceis . |
compl etedtolook atthevideo? The rule is 80 mph! Any questions or complaints? | didn’t think
Noomnamn: It couldbedonebothways. Gettingthe so. Heh heh, just kidding. Scroll down for the real thing.
pictureinrea timeisthemoreexpensiveway. Weneedtolook at costs. All thetestingisbeingdonewithrecorded
videothatisbrought downandlookedat. Wedon'’t seethelivevideofromin-boat camerasliveeither.

UNeJ: Y ouhaveanew rulerelatingtotheannouncement of official results.

Noonans Thiswasacompetitiondirectiveissued after the Sacramentorace. It’ sanattempttotry tospeedup
theprocessof gettingtheresultsout, whether they areduringtheevent or after thefinal heat. Y ouhavetoannounce
theOfficial Order of Finishandmakeit officia beforethenext Heat starts. For Sections1A and 1B, youmust make
thosedecisionsbeforeyou start Heat 2. For theFinal heat, thedecision hasto bemadeand announced within 30
minutesof thecompl etionof thehesat. Thisdoesnotincludethetechnical ingpection;it’ sonly theinfractionsandracing
decisionsonthewater.

UNeJ: Y ouarerequiring handrailsonstepsand platformsonboat trailers?

Noonamn: It sasafety issue, tryingtomakeworking conditionssafer for theteams. Usually, themost dangerous
timefor acrew member onaboat inthepitsiscoming off thehull onto stepsgoing down of f theboat.

UNleJ: What about your new ruleaddressing thesafety of skidfinsandrudders?

Noonan: Weoriginaly requiredtheskidfinbracketsmountedtothehull, aswell astherudder bracket tobe
removedfromtheboat every year and betested. TheTechnical Committeeand Chief Engineer agreedthat taking
thoseitemsoff couldlead tofurther damage. It wasachallengefor most teamstodo. So, wewentfromanannual
tosemi-annual removals. Wetakethemoff every twoyears.

UNeJ: Any changesintheN2rules?

Noonan: Thebiggest technical changewemadeasfar astheN2enginerpmwereintwoareas. Thefirstwas
at what point doesthefuel control de-fuel or start cutting back onthefuel, based onenginespeed. 1t was130%,
whichmeantwehadto seethefud flow decreasedramati cally whentheengineoutput shaft reached 130%. A couple
of peopleonthecommitteewantedtotakeit downto 110%, soacompromisewasreached at 122%. Therulesays
that thedatamust show that thefuel control isde-fueling or removingthefuel fromtheenginewhentheenginerpm
reaches122%.

Thesecond part isthat weusedto havea5 second rul ethat said aboat wasallowedtorunover 110% N2for
upto5secondswithout adisqualification (DSQ) penalty. Itwaswhat iscalled anoccurrence, whichismonetary.
Runover 110%for 5secondsor moreandit wascons dered aflagrant offense, whichmeant lossof pointsor DSQ.
But, youcouldgo4.9secondsover 110%andjust pay afine. Thecommitteedecidedtodoaway withthe3-5second
leaway entirely. Withthenew rule, 3secondsover the110%isan occurrenceandthepenaltiesstarttoaccrue. First
and second occurrencesduringaheat, itismonetary, thirdinthesameheat isal ossof pointsor aDSQ.

- r:"
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I
UNeJ: Whenwetakedlastyear, Doug Ford had been appointed asDirector of Technology for H1, andyoutalked
about workingwithhimtocomeupwith, hopefully, someinnovationsthat woul d speed thingsup and makeother
improvements. Hasanythingcomeout of that rel ationship?
Noonan: Thework that Doug primarily wasableto dowithuslast year wasworkingwiththeequipmentin
theTechtruck, tryingtoimprovethequality of thedataweweregetting. Itwassemi-successful. Wehaveal ot
of new ideas, thedatakeepsimproving. Oneof thebiggest challengeshewasfacedwithlast year wasworking
withtheproposed UIM (Union I nternational eM otonautique) Ruleson cockpits. That rulebasically would
outlaw all of our cockpit designsand makethemineligiblefor World Championships. Doug hasbeenworking
with several teamsthat weretrying to break theworld water speed record. Whenthe UIM proposed acockpit
rulethat took 3 or 4 hullsthat had beenunder constructionfor yearsand madethem obsol ete, therewasahuge
uproar. Doug hasbeenworkingwiththoseguysand UIM making surethat wedon’t obsoleteour hulls. We
want toruntheWorld ChampionshipinDoha.

Wearegoingtobelookingfurther at better waysto record more parametersontheboat with thegoal of
feedingthat data, and moreimportantly, position, liveduringtheevent. Theequipment exists; itjust becomesa
matter of money, and of course, parity. Shouldall teamsberequiredtorunit, evenif they can’taffordit? Or, if

optional, will itgiveahugeadvantagetotheweal thier teams?

UNeJ: Thanks, Mike.

Tri-Cities and Seattle were not the only races that less that full speed trolling went on. Above left the
#9 Red Dot and #37 Beacon Plumbing at a crawl in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Atright, #1 Oh Boy! Oberto
and #5 Graham Trucking poking along on Mission Bay in San Diego. ~ Karl Pearson photos

UNJ's HydroFile Editor and Webmaster, Lon Erickson, was out on a turn judge boat last year for the
Dash-for-Cash at the Columbia Cup and helped with the drone test. It was the first time with
unlimiteds. [t may show up again, keep an eye peeled for it. This is a work in progress, though. Below
are a couple of photos of the drone that was used in some tests last year at Tri-Cities. On left is an
unlimited running behind the drone on the table. ~ Brett Bowen photo; At right the drone in the air
ready to shoot... photos. ~ Chris Denslow photo
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‘ #1) The Porter Team will be campaigning both their hulls, the 1(T-6hull)and
) the 7 (T-5 hull), in 2014, both sponsored by Graham Trucking.
¢ Cal Phipps will be driving the #7 (#9712), with J. Michael Kelly drlvmg
= PITTONR B |35t years #1 National
HydroFile Champion (#0001).
Lon Erickson Ted Porter has
added crew to strengthen and support a two-
boat team again; he raced these two hulls
previouslyin 2008-2011. “We truly will be two
boats, one team,” Porter said. “We are very
excited to be bringing back the 7, and doubling
Graham Trucking’s exposure in the sport.” §
Boat graphics above and Cal Phipps, above left
~ Porter Team photos; J. Michael Kelly above
right. ~ Chris Denslow photo

#3) Worth noting was the performance of the
Go3 Ed Cooper hull at the Evansville exhibition.
The boat and team looked like they never missed
abeatsince withdrawing at Madison in 2010. The
V-12 Allison ran well, boat handled well, and
Jimmy King was at his best. Time will tell if we see
the Cooper team return to competition. o
#6) Jimmy Shane made a recent visit to Madison
to see the newly painted Oberto, get fitted and
comfortable with his new ride for 2014.

Larry Hanson has been named crew chief for (&
the Oberto/Madison team. Larry has been with |
the team for the last 15 years and primarily
responsible for the turbine engine program and
gearboxes. He will now be over-seeing all the day-
to-day team activities and leading the crew in
preparing the boat. Atright, Jimmy Shane in cockpit,
Larry Hansonleft,and crew member Cindy Shirley
atrightfor cockpit fitting. ~ Oberto facebook page

gbr11) Afterthe successful Evansville exhibition,
Scott and Shannon Raney left the gbrll race
boat and equipment in storage at Ed Cooper’s
Go3 Racing shopinthe Evansville area. The Peters
& May crew will return to Evansville during the
week before the Madison Regatta to pickup the |
boat and head to Madison for the season opener.
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#12) The Centurion Unlimited racing team has
been working on switching over some systems in
their newly acquired hull (#9610) they will race
asthe #12 Miss DiJulio and have picked up several
local sponsors at races this year. ~ Graphic from
Centurion Unlimited Facebook page

g

OUR CANG RACING

| #17) Our Gang Racing has selected last season’s
back-up driver and crewman Jeff Bernard (far
left) to fill the recently vacated seat in the 17 hull
for the Tri-Cities and Seattle races. Sponsorship
plans are underway for the two NW races, and the
winter maintenance on the hull is getting finished,
in preparation for July racing.

#22) The Webster team has checked in after = LJ‘T-" ‘

being relatively quiet this winter. Mike Webster
reports they have had an opportunity to fine tune
and work on some of the things they couldn’t last "SGR

winter after rebuilding the boat. Look for a little §
change in the paint scheme and sponsor
announcementssoon. ~ #22 Facebook page photo

#37) After extensive off-season work on Bill and
Jane Schumacher’s hull, withanew paintscheme,
new driver in Scott Liddycoat, and reported the
Lipton Tea sponsorship, all indications were the W : - e
team would run the full circuit. Now comes news they w111 not be at Madlson and status for Detroit
is unknown. No formal press release from the Schumacher team to explain their absence at Madison
or plans for the season.

#96) Ellstrom Racing owner Erick Ellstrom and
sponsor Sheikh Hassan bin Jabor Al-Thani
announced that Kip Brown will be the driver for
the new, yet unfinished, #96 Qatar. Work
continues on the hull under the direction of new
crew chief Mike Hanson in Seattle. The #96 hull
isnot on the boat roster for the Madison Regatta,
and no formal word on when they plan to join the
2014 circuit. Progress has been made on the hull,
; as seen in the photo here. Above left, a look from
the right front of the new #96 hull. ~ Mike Hanson photo

#100) Reported in the H1 Unlimited “At The Shop” report, says the Leland team was planning on
running the full circuit, and had been prepping motors, gearboxes, and the return of David Warren
to the cockpit. The #100 Leland Unlimited is also not on the boat roster for the Madison race, and
no updated news from the Leland camp on their plans for 2014.
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