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Happy New 
Year and 
snow greet-

ings to all!  Decem-
ber brought 
tremendous snow 

which we are all grateful for!  January 
has now arrived sitting on 153 inches of 
snow with another 2-3 feet on the way.  
That means we are gearing up for an 
amazing season.  We welcome our stu-
dents to join our amazing team of vol-
unteers to get out on the slopes on any 
of our upcoming trips.  Please reach out 
to our Winter Trips Director, Victor 
Chan, as soon as possible to secure your 
spot.  Our club is dedicated to serving 
the recreational needs of those with dis-
abilities, promoting adaptive sports, 
and encourage individuals with disabil-
ities to enjoy getting out on the snow 
whether it be in a bi-ski, mono ski, 
snowboard, or skis. 

As always, we will be hosting a 
group dinner each Saturday evening of 
the trips.  These evenings are full of 
food, drinks, fun, and pictures to share 
of the experiences everyone had that 
day.  And I must add, full of laughter  
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PARTICIPATE & FUNDRAISE FOR THE VERTICAL CHALLENGE

Kicking off the ski season in December at Mammoth.

Wailers ski Club 
2026 VertiCal Challenge 

benefitting The Unrecables 
 

Mammoth Mountain 
March 21, 2026 

 
All fundraising efforts online. 

Details coming by email.
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Bob started ski instructing in 
Northern California in the late 
80’s and volunteered briefly with 

disabled skiers through University of 
California in the early 90’s but got side-
tracked for a couple decades.  About 5 
years ago, Bob’s friend and ski buddy, 
dean Francois, told him about The Un-
recables and invited him to join.  Bob 
Hayes been an avid contributor to the 
group ever since. 

Bob started skiing at age 5 here 
in southern California mountains, and 
then at age 9, he moved to the North 
Chicago suburbs where he continued 
skiing in various Wisconsin resorts 
such as Wilmot and Alpine Valley.  Bob 
joined his school ski team and com-
peted at Wilmot, but he was skiing on 
his original skis, which were far too old 
and short to compete effectively. 

So, Bob convinced his older 
brother to let him borrow his new set of 
Hart Billy Kidd skis, and he won his 
very next race, a first.  As such, Bob be-
came very attached to those skis and a 
big fan of bill kidd, who happens to be 
an advisory board member of The Un-
recables. 

Fast forward to 2023, Bob was 
skiing in Steamboat Colorado, and 
tried to get a hold of Billy.  The often-
quoted adage, “Never meet your he-

roes” absolutely does not apply to Billy 
Kidd.  Billy met Bob at the Steamboat 
lodge, and was thrilled to sign his skis.  
While only planned to be a few minutes 
for a meet-and-greet, Billy spent over 
an hour with Bob and the Steamboat 
staff discussing past victories, ski 
equipment development, and all the re-
cent progress with adaptive sports. 

Amusingly, the only interrup-
tion was when Billy got a phone call 
from fellow legendary skier Franz 
Klammer, which obviously, he had to 
take.  Listening to that conversation 
was like being a fly on the wall while 
two of the most celebrated skiers in his-
tory chatted about an upcoming fund-
raising event. 

When asked what is his main 
motivation for volunteering is, Bob an-
swered that it is for very selfish reasons: 
he enjoys it and it makes him a better 
skier.  When working with students, es-
pecially those with physical limitations, 
instructors need to be their sharpest to 
discern how to improve body move-
ment and turn shape.   

Plus, students, instructors, and 
volunteers in the adaptive world, from 
sports heroes to first-timers, make for a 
great community of which Bob feels 
privileged to belong.  u

BOB HAYES, VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

I was asked to write a bio of myself, 
but then I figured “let’s make this 
fun!” and came up with this “How 

well do you know Victor?” 10 question 
quiz.  Good luck!  (Answers at the end 
of the bio.) 
 
1.  I was born in Ventura and have a sis-
ter (~6 years older) and brother (Kenny, 
~5 years older). Before high school, I 
was really interested in (can select mul-
tiple): 
        a. Fishing 
        b. Baseball 
        c. Boats/boating 
        d. Trucks 
        e. Skiing 
2.  In elementary and junior high 
school, I was somewhat overweight 
and not terribly athletic.  When I was in 
9th grade, I got a road bike and started 
riding, a lot!  I trimmed down and got 
into great shape.  I actually though was 
in the best shape of my life in my late 
30s when I did lunchtime and some Sat-
urday rides with a group of racers.  My 
resting heart rate was in the 30’s and 
had less than 10% body fat.  Which of 
these have I done (can select multiple): 
        a. Entered in 10 mile time trial com-
petitions 
        b. Rode criteriums 
        c. Trained ~50 miles after school a 
couple times per week 
        d. Raced the bike portion of half 
ironman triathlons 
        e. Met and rode with Andy Hamp-
sten (winner of the Giro de Italia) 
        f. 100 mile organized rides (“Cen-
turies”) 
        g. Participated in the Race Across 
America (RAAM) as part of an 8 person 
relay team for Viasat. 
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HOW WELL DO YOU 
KNOW VICTOR?
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Our first 
trip of the 
year is in 

the books!  Atten-
dees were Victor 
Chan, kenny 

Chan, dave blanchard, randy ben-
son, and new volunteer Mark Ober-
man. 

Weather was sunny, winds 
were calm, and temperatures were in 
the 50’s during the day.  Snow condi-
tions were thin in many places, and 
many runs and lifts were not open.  Fri-
day we got our ski/snowboard legs 
back after the summer off.  Late after-
noon Mark helped Victor get the bi-ski 
and other equipment from the storage 
unit and bring them back to the Access 
Mammoth (formerly DSES) area in the 
gondola building.  Saturday Randy 
gave us tips on how to instruct VI stu-
dents, then we brought out the Moun-
tain Man bi-ski and went through its 
operation.  After that we took it out to 
the Discovery lift with no one in it for 
the first couple runs.  Then Kenny be-
came the “Crash Test Dummy” for Vic-
tor and Dave (on his snowboard!) for 
bucket assisting and tethering practice 
for several runs.  It was great to see 
Dave get some experience as he had 
never boarded with a bi-ski.  There 
were no major mishaps, but Dave did 
have to prevent his Apple watch from 
calling 911… 

Saturday evening after a carne 
asada taco dinner at the condo, we 
went to Mammoth’s Night of Lights 
event at Canyon Lodge with Dave 
rockin’ his new ugly Christmas 
sweater.  What a difference this year in 
the weather!  Last year was cold and 
windy as the storm passed, this year 
the weather was calm and clear.  There 
was a drone show (which we watched 
from the town gondola), skiers in lit 
suits, Santa and Woolly on the roof, 
snowmobiles with colorful lights, fire-
works, and green and red lights on the 
groomers that shot fireballs into the air 
(which Dave particularly enjoyed). 

Sunday morning was spent 
practicing VI techniques.  We all traded 
off skiing or boarding with our eyes 
closed.  It was a first for Mark and he 
did a great job.  The beginner hill was 
crowded at times, it was like a video 
game featuring a remote-controlled 
skier or boarder in an obstacle course.  
I even saw someone wearing the same 
sweater that Dave had!  It was good to 
get experience with guiding, and get a 
taste of what it’s like to be a VI skier or 
boarder. 

For the January 23-25 trip, the 
January 3rd reservation deadline is 
coming up fast, so please let me know 
as soon as you can that you will come.  
u 

Victor

DECEMBER TRIP — A SUCCESS 
VICTOR CHAN

I was fortunate to be able to attend 
this year's Ski Dazzle, the event 
where I first learned of The Unreca-

bles back in early 80's.  A friend living 
in a building just blocks from conven-
tion center gifted me a guest parking 
pass saving me $30(!) cost of parking at 
convention center.  I got there just a few 
minutes before my scheduled time of 
3pm Sunday afternoon.  We shared our 
FWSA/LAC booth with Tom Bundgard 
of FWSA and San Diego Ski Council 
who coordinated the booth, Laura 
Priess of Rokka Racers who brought ta-
bles and chairs, both working several 
shifts over the 3-day event.  Also, along-
side us until the shows end were Re-
becca Catterall and Bryan Hennes of 
Los Padres Ski Club from Ventura.  
Joslyn and taylor McCarthy arrived 
after 4pm, but not really in the booth.  
Fortunately for me, Joslyn did help 
with load out after 6pm and was able to 
secure The Unrecables banner and box 
of beautiful new brochures.  

As to the show, my timing pre-
vented me from perusing the actual 
show and a few of the others have ex-
pressed their opinion of the show to 
which I agree.  Our booth location be-
tween the live stage and the tire chain 
challenge booth was not really in the 
center of any action so may have con-
tributed to the slow feel of traffic and 
interest.  I feel that any opportunity to 
publicize our club is worthwhile and 
should be a priority to represent at any 
event.  u

SKI DAZZLE 2025 
RICHARD OLMSTED
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        h. Done the approximate equiva-
lent of a half ironman triathlon 
        i. Did the Ride Across California 
with my 5th grader 
        j. Thanksgiving Day Mt Soledad 5x 
hill climb informal ride 
        k. Rode from Badwater (Death Val-
ley) to Whitney Portal 
3.  Although I don’t change skis often, 
I’ve used a number of different skis 
over the years: Rossignol Quantum 858, 
Pre 1200, Dynastar Speed SX, Nordica 
Hot Rod Top Fuel, K2 Apache, Atomic 
Megacarve, Elan Integra X 5.0, Rossig-
nol FIS World Cup RS, and Nordica 
NRGY 90’s (my current favorite).  At 
what age did I learn to ski? 
        a. 3 years old 
        b. 8 years old 
        c. 12 years old 
        d. 22 years old 
4.  At Caltech I majored in Electrical En-
gineering.  It was very challenging to 
go from being one of the top straight 
“A” students in high school to middle 
of the pack and struggle with some 
classes. I clawed my way up and grad-
uated with honors. There were some 
memorable and rewarding experiences.  
Among these were (can select multi-
ple): 
        a. Met my future wife Linley there 
      b. Coordinated obtaining an old 
Cadillac, cutting it in half and putting 
it on top of the dorm building for a 
party decoration 
        c. Headed up a prank to install re-
mote control actuators in a lecture hall’s 
chalkboard slide controller 
      d. Participated in dorm house 
“Drink Offs” pitting the seniors against 
the underclassmen 
          e. Headed up a Rose Bowl prank 
        f. Helped change the Hollywood 
sign to say “Caltech” 
          g. Built a gantry crane with robotic 

arm inside a dorm room for a project 
class 
        h. Made a working hot tub near the 
end of senior year inside a dorm room 
5.  After college, I was hired on at 
Thermo Electron Technologies which 
later became ThermoTrex and then Trex 
Enterprises.  As part of a DOD contract, 
I worked on high data rate free space 
optical communications, or Lasercom 
for short for about 8 years.  Where are 
some of the places we demonstrated or 
presented the technology (can select 
multiple): 
       a. Table Mountain and Strawberry 
Peak in Southern California 
        b. Walt Disney World Epcot Center 
       c. Mauna Loa and Haleakala, HI 
       d. The Pentagon 
       e. Willis Tower (was Sears Tower) 
in Chicago 
       f. On Boeing’s first 767 built that 
was converted to the Airborne Surveil-
lance Testbed 
        g. Fort Knox 
6.  I’ve been married to Linley since 
February 1, 1992.  We had an outdoor 
wedding and reception in Mission Bay 
in San Diego with relatives from 
Canada in attendance.  The weather 
was good.  A few nights later we had a 
reception in Chinatown LA with guests 
from Ventura.  Where did I propose to 
Linley? 
        a. On deck on an Alaska Cruise 
while at Glacier Bay 
        b. While overlooking Waipi’o Val-
ley in Hawaii 
        c. In a hot air balloon over Perris 
Valley 
        d. Among the giant sequoias at Se-
quioa National Park 
7.  I left Trex in 1997 to join my former 
manager at a startup called AirFiber to 
do short range lasercom.  It was a really 
fun experience, we didn’t realize how 
special it was until later when we 
looked back on the experience.  We 
rode the telecom bubble way up (the 

company had 200+ employees and an 
estimated value of $500M) and rode it 
all the way down.  We closed our doors 
early 2003. About how many shares of 
AirFiber stock did I have at the time the 
company closed? 
        a. 33,300 
        b. 120,000 
        c. 243,000          
8.  I had been a fan of James Bond 
movies when I was a kid, I would 
watch them with my mom when they 
were shown on TV, recording pretty 
much all of them (on Beta!).  The Lotus 
Esprit that turned into a submarine was 
captivating.  After college, I bought a 
used 1977 Esprit for about $14,000, bor-
rowing some money from Kenny.  I did 
a few autocrosses and started taking it 
to track events organized by the Alfa 
Romeo of Southern California 
(AROSC) in the 90s.  It was not the most 
reliable car, so I sometimes drove cars 
that my friends who also were driving 
at the event would loan me.  Which of 
these other cars have I time trialed on 
the track (can select multiple): 
        a. 1993 BMW 325i 
        b. 1993 Chevrolet Camaro (new 
generation at the time) 
        c. 1989 Corvette 
        d. 1992 Acura NSX 
        e. First gen Mazda RX7 
        f. 1983 Lotus Turbo Esprit 
        g. 1972 Lotus Europa 
9.  Over the years, Kenny and I enjoyed 
skiing at different resorts like Vail, Cop-
per, Breckenridge, Mammoth, Heav-
enly, Whistler/Blackcomb and Park 
City.  We call them “Ski trips, not vaca-
tions”.  Which of the following places 
have I NOT skied (can select multiple): 
        a. Kirkwood, Mt. Rose, Northstar 
      b. Big Sky, Schweitzer, Mt Hood 
Meadows 
         c. Aspen, Steamboat, Jackson Hole 
 
 

continued — p. 6
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
JOHN GRAY

Un r e c a b l e s 
family, win-
ter is here 

and Mammoth is 
calling us!  We hope 
that you will join us 

for a weekend of fun, laughs, and ad-
venture at Mammoth Mountain this 
season. We welcome all levels of stu-
dents, volunteers, and experienced in-
structors.  

Now is the time to send in your 
annual MEMBERSHIP DUES and any 
additional DONATION you feel is ap-
propriate to help us continue in support 
of our mission: “To support and encour-
age people with disabilities to partici-
pate in snow sports, enjoy outdoor 
activities, and be more physically 
and  socially active.” Donations and 
membership dues help us continue to 
provide ski and snowboard instruction, 
lift tickets, and adaptive ski equipment 
at no cost to our students.  

To renew your membership, 
donate, or to become a member for the 
first time, please visit our website at 
Unrecables.org.  If you are unable to 
join us on the slopes this season, we 
would still appreciate your member-
ship dues and support. 

Please contact our Membership 
Director, John gray, with any ques-
tions:  jcgraydpt@gmail.com.  u 

John

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
•  Four issues of the club newsletter 
(quarterly) 
•  Priority on all trips and activities 
•  Members do not pay any trip fees 
for ski trips to Mammoth 
•  Assistant instructors can ski/snow-
board 1.5 days, per trip, for FREE. 
•  Students: No fees for the lifts, ski 
equipment or professional instruction 
•  Exclusive invitations to our parties 
and special events 
•  Members are invited to attend our 
Board and Social Meetings 
•  Eligible to run for office 
•  May assist with organizing trips and 
activities 
•  Your dues help us to continue to 
offer these FREE services. 
•  Gives you that really good feeling 
that you are doing the right thing! 
 

We appreciate your 
participation and support 

 

Membership categories: 
Individual (annual) $40 
Individual (lifetime) $320 
Family (annual) $60 
Family (lifetime) $480 
Corp/Organization   $50/year or  

         $200/five years

Calendar OF eVents 
 

January 
13 Social on Zoom @ 6:30p 
23-25 Mammoth trip 
February 
9 Social on Zoom @ 6:30p 
20-22 Mammoth trip 
March 
10 Social on Zoom @ 6:30p 
20-22 Mammoth trip 
april 
11-12 Boccia tournament 
14 Social on Zoom @ 6:30p 
17-19 Mammoth trip 
May 
12 Social on Zoom @ 6:30p 
15-17 Mammoth trip 
28-30 Beat the Heat Sports Camp

suppOrt the unreCables 
and shOp ralphs! 

re-register YOur ralphs Card 
 

1. Go to www.RALPHS.com 
2. Scroll to bottom of the Home page. 
3. Click “Kroger Community Rewards” 
under Community Contribution. 
4. Click Link your Shopper’s Card. 
5. Fill in your info (NPO # WY343). 
6. Watch your grocery shopping save 
YOU $$ and at the same time earn $$ 
for our club! 
 

Thank you for your support! 
Contact sigrid noack 
sigski@gmail.com

Thank You 
Mammoth Mountain 

for your support of our 
adaptive ski program.

Let’s go Sailing 
with 

California inclusive sailing 
Newport Beach 

 
californiainclusivesailing.com 

949-675-2211  
Christianbuhl4@gmail.com

Thank You 
 

Charities Aid Foundation America 
The Hsu Family

The Unrecables 
Scholarships Available 

 

Eligible to current members 
for trips and events. 

One scholarship 
per member per season. 

 

For details please contact 
Amanda or Victor
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        d. Gore Mt (NY), Silver Mountain 
(ID), Eldora (CO) 
        e. Killington, Stowe, Taos 
        f. Alta, Snowbird, Solitude 
         g. Banff Sunshine Village, Mt Baldy, 
Mountain High 
10.  Growing up, my parents took us on 
travel trailer and motor home trips.  I 
took my kids on several trips over the 
years.  I believe in exposing them to dif-
ferent parts of the world, especially 
places that contrast with our home en-
vironment to see how other people live.  
I believe it makes them more aware of 
and appreciate our situation.  I still 
enjoy traveling and hope to do more of 
it.  Which of these places have I been 
(can select multiple): 
        a. All 50 United States 
       b. Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan; Ot-
tawa, Ontario 
        c. Carnegie Hall 
        d. Wichita, KS 
      e. Netherlands, France, Italy, 
Switzerland 
        f. China, Hong Kong 
11.  Bonus:  I had a relatively injury free 
childhood, but later had some mishaps.  
Which of these have I experienced (can 
select multiple): 
        a. Cracked rib while mountain bik-
ing ~1995 
        b. Broken collarbone while biking 
to work late 90s 
        c. Broken collarbone after skiing off 
Cornice at Mammoth 
        d. Concussion with ~5 hour mem-
ory loss after ski crash 
        e. Broken collarbone (other side) on 
a short ride on vacation 
        f. Broken collarbone biking to work 
in the 2010s 
      g. Ski crash where my pole handle 
hit my goggles and gave me a black eye 
 
 

Answers and more tidbits: 
1:  a, c, d.  My best friend was also into 
fishing, trucks and boats and was also 
into baseball as a little league pitcher.  I 
used to catch for him when he prac-
ticed, I was always a little scared and re-
member my hand hurt afterwards. I 
built plastic models of trucks and cars 
and drew picture of trucks often. My 
only exposure to skiing was on TV, like 
on the Wide World of Sports intro 
“..and the agony of defeat” scene. 
 
2: all but g & i.  I was toying with the 
idea of doing RAAM with Viasat, but 
the closest I came was loaning my bike 
rack to their team for the event.  Al-
though I was hoping, my kids weren’t 
interested in Ride Across California. 
 
3:  d. Kenny started skiing first, then got 
me into it after college.  I have cousins 
from Canada who taught me how to ski 
at Eldora in Colorado. 
 
4:  a, b, c, e g, h.  I did not drink in col-
lege, but did help clean up after the 
Drink Offs.  Nasty.  The Rose Bowl 
prank was banner launchers hidden in 
the goal post and was on the cusp of 
working but was inadvertently trig-
gered about a week before the game. I 
was pulling an all nighter when kids 
came in the dorm and said the Holly-
wood sign was done.  A few of us piled 
into a car and drove to Hollywood 
around 7am to see it and take pictures.  
I was not involved in that prank.  I 
demonstrated the gantry crane which I 
built in Linley’s dorm room to my pro-
fessor who later told more faculty to 
come see it.  I received the Sigma Xi 
award for it.  The hot tub was built from 
part of our ditch day “stack” that was 
also in Linley’s room.  It was particle 
board lined with plastic, 4’ square that 
I installed the pump and heater from 
my parents’ jacuzzi into it.  Fun part 
was that it was on the second floor and 

we had to ask admin to make sure the 
floor would support the weight. 
(E-Band Communications, also a 
startup) that I installed a communica-
tions link inside the Willis Tower. 
 

6:  c.  The other locations are among our 
favorite places that we’ve been to since 
we’ve been married. 
 

7:  c.  I’m not bitter… really… Though I 
tell people I didn’t start drinking heav-
ily until after AirFiber. 
 

8:  a, b, c, f.  At Willow Springs I actually 
beat the lap time of someone in an NSX.  
My cousin and her husband raced first 
gen RX7’s, I never did.  I volunteered to 
be an instructor at Spring Mountain 
Raceway at a Lotus club event, one of 
my “students” had a Europa that I rode in. 
 

9:  c, e.  I want to go to Aspen, Steam-
boat, & Jackson Hole some day.  Japan 
looks to be on the horizon for 2027. 
 

10:  all.  My paternal grandfather, uncle, 
aunt, and cousins lived in Moose Jaw, 
so we visited.  Dominic and his high 
school symphonic orchestra played at 
Carnegie Hall in April 2025, it was quite 
an experience.   My oldest daughter 
Kathryn had a YMCA gymnastics Na-
tional Meet in Wichita in 2015.  I went 
with Kenny and a couple high school 
friends in 1990 to watch the Tour de 
France. My only trip to Europe (so far). 
In 1992 went to tour China and visit 
where my parents grew up.  Very spe-
cial to share the experience with them.  
I want to travel the world!  Feel free to 
ask about any of these topics, and if you 
are curious about anything else! 
 

11:  all!  I’ve had a number of minor in-
juries, though I still don’t think of my-
self as accident prone.  PJ likely 
remembers the last one as it happened 
on my first trip with The Unrecables!  
He was the one who introduced me to 
the club long ago.  u





Our annual Beat the Heat Sports Camp 
introduces individuals over the age of 14 to the 
world of adaptive sports and recreation, serving 
as a gateway to get involved in Casa Colina’s 

Sailing, Gondola  
& Outrigger Canoe

Deep Sea Fishing Adaptive and  
Wheelchair Sports

UNITED STATES SAILING CENTER PIERPOINT LANDING CROWTHER TEEN & FAMILY CENTER

5489 E Ocean Blvd,  
Long Beach, CA 90803

200 Aquarium Way,  
Long Beach, CA 90802

241 W Dawson Ave,  
Glendora, CA 91740

LONG BEACH & GLENDORA
SPORTS CAMP • MAY 28-30, 2026

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
MAY 28 MAY 29 MAY 30

CONTACT US

expanded, year-round Outdoor Adventures and 
Wheelchair Sports program. Camp activities are 
designed to include people with a wide variety 
of abilities.

909/596-7733, ext. 4161 casacolina.org/beattheheat
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LET’S GET ELEVATED!
FWSA.ORG

HOST 
COUNCIL

SAN DIEGO MARRIOTT
MISSION VALLEY

SHERI PARSHALL
SKICON CHAIR
(503) 706-0522

SKICONCHAIR@FWSA.ORG

JEAN MCCASEY
HOST COUNCIL COORDINATOR

(858) 560-8722
SANDIEGO@FWSA.ORG

BARBARA RAZO
AUCTION/TRADE SHOW COORDINATOR

(714) 401-7341
SILENTAUCTION@FWSA.ORG

GAIL BURNS
SPONSORSHIPS/MARKETING

(560) 255-7883
VPMARKETING@FWSA.ORG

SCAN FOR 
MORE INFO

mailto:silentauction@fwsa.org


 
     

FWSA 2026 DIVE TRIP 
   Cayman Brac Beach Resort 

September 26 - October 3, 2026 
Grand Cayman 2nd Week October 3-10, 2026 Extension Available  

             
BASIC Dive Package:      $2,669 pp (double occupancy) 

         Non-Dive Package:      $2,244 pp (double occupancy) 
 

Oceanfront Room Upgrades and Standard Single supplement rooms are available. 
 

Cayman Brac Beach Resort Land Package Includes: 
7 Nights Beach View Accommodations (Double Occupancy) 
Three Meals Daily & 21 Drink Package (alcoholic & non-alcoholic) 
Complimentary Wi-Fi 
PADI 5-star dive operation  
6 Days of Diving - 17 Boat Dives with Dive Master, Tanks and Weights Included 
Complimentary Nitrox and use of a dive computer 
Resort Fees, Taxes & Gratuities (dive gratuities are not included) 
Round trip ground transfer from Cayman Brac Airport 

 
 

 

 
 
Contact: Randy Lew    Gloria Raminha    

FWSA Dive Trip Leader   FWSA VP of Int’l Travel 
829 SE 11th Place   12707 Windy Ridge Drive 

  Battle Ground, WA  98604  Bakersfield, CA  93312 
Cell: 530/304-0802     Cell:  661/800-8229 
E-mail: fwsa13randy@telis.net  E-mail: garski2011@gmail.com 
  

You must be a Member of a Far West Ski Assn. affiliated club or a FWSA Direct Member! 
 

State of California Registered Seller of Travel # 2036983-40 

Incredible world-class 
diving in the Cayman 

Islands! 

Enjoy a fantastic resort on the beach – perfect for the diver and non-diver to experience! 

 

     

mailto:fwsa13randy@telis.net


the unreCables 
adVisOrY bOard 

 

bob darvish, M.d. 
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation, 
V.A. Medical Center, West L.A. 
 

billy kidd 
Olympic Silver Medalist 
Director of Skiing, Steamboat Ski Resort 
 
Jon halperin, Md 
Chief of Physiatry 
Sharp Rees-Stealy in San Diego 
Ski Patrol Snow Valley

the unreCables 
2025-26 bOard OF direCtOrs  

 

amanda davis, President 
amanda@enablingprosperity.biz 
949-887-3690 
richard Olmsted, Vice President 
UnrecableRichard@gmail.com 
805-368-7977  
kenny Chan, Secretary 
kennytchan@hotmail.com 
858-382-8164  
Will Chung, Treasurer 
will90254@yahoo.com 
310-562-5396 
John gray, Membership Director 
jcgraydpt@gmail.com 
858-740-8017 
 

appOinted bOard MeMbers 
 

Jay davis, Interim Ski Director 
jdavis@enablingprosperity.biz 
949-378-7895 
Victor Chan, Winter Trips Director 
trips.unrecables@gmail.com 
858-208-6088 
bob hayes, Equipment Manager 
ayso34rc.bob@gmail.com 
310-529-5217  
Joslyn McCarthy,  
Public Relations Manager 
joslynrae27@gmail.com 
310-948-4827  
sigrid noack, 
Sunshine/LAC Representative 
skisig@gmail.com 
310-499-8181 
dee armstrong, Webmaster 
skideemon@earthlink.net 
323-605-3396 
Michelle McCarthy, Past President 
mvdpt@yahoo.com 
310-795-5517 
gordon Cardona,  
Communications Director 
gwcardona68@gmail.com 
562-480-4398 (text)

JanuarY 
3 Jesse MacGregor 
8 Lenna Fagen 
12 Mika Ito 
16 Inge Hobo-Scheinfarb 
27 Keri Acosta 
FebruarY 
6 Lukas Smith 
14 Robert Arias 
17 Annette Mann 
18 Nancy Brown 
26 Stephanie Oberle 
27 Soo Lee 
MarCh 
5 Dan Gertler 
9 Joseph Takeli 
20 Georgina Hackett 
21 Jason Fourier 
22 Matthew Levine 
23 Chuck DeBerard

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

THE UNRECABLES 11 WINTER ISSUE

FWsa ski Week 2026 
 

Crested butte, CO 
January 24-31, 2026 

 

Contact:  nancy ellis 
530-414-8261 
FWSAtravelnancy@sbcglobal.net

FWsa annual ski Week 2026 
Crested Butte, CO 
January 24-31, 2026 
 
FWsa Mini-ski Week 2026 
Schweitzer Mountain, ID 
February 22-27, 2026 
 
international ski Week 2026 
Chamonix, France 
February 28-March 7, 2026 
Extension to Paris & Normandy 
March 7-13, 2026 
 
FWsa adventure trip 2026 
Galapagos Islands 
 
FWsa annual ski Week 2027 
Big Sky, MT 
January 23-30, 2027 
 

Check out details at fwsa.org.

FWSA TRIPS

president’s Message 
continued -- p. 1 
 
because there is an occasional blooper 
real that presents itself. 

Lastly and very importantly, I 
would like to take a moment on behalf 
of our entire Unrecables family to ex-
press our sincere condolences to the 
family, friends, and fellow ski patrollers 
of Cole Murphy.  Cole had been a ski 
patroller for many years and, sadly, was 
on the mountain during an avalanche.  
Mammoth’s ski patrollers are indispen-
sable when it comes to mountain safety 
and risk management.  We are only able 
to do what we do because of their work 
and dedication.  u 

Amanda



the unreCables neWs

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  MARCH 2 
Coming up in the next issue: 
•  Ski trips 
•  FWSA Convention preview            ... and much more

THE UNRECABLES 
ON ZOOM 

SOCIAL 6:30PM 
BOARD MEETING 7PM 

 
2ND TUESDAY 

MONTHLY 
Jan 13 
Feb 10 

March 10 
April 14 

 
Check your e-mail for 

Zoom meeting link, 
or e-mail 

gwcardona68@gmail.com.

THE UNRECABLES MEETINGS 
 
SOCIALS:  Every second Tuesday monthly at 6:30pm on 
Zoom.  Check your e-mail for the Zoom link.   
BOARD MEETINGS:  Every second Tuesday monthly, fol-
lowing the Social on Zoom. 
LA COUNCIL MEETINGS:  First Monday quarterly at 
7:00pm on Zoom.  E-mail our LA Council Representative 
for Zoom meeting link.  Everyone is welcome.

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

Victor Chan 
Amanda Davis 

John Gray 
Bob Hayes 

Sigrid Noack 
Richard Olmsted

FAR WEST SKI ASSOCIATION 
SAFETY SLOGAN 

 
SKI WITH PRIDE, LET IT RIDE, WATCH ALL SIDES.   

FIRST WITH SAFETY AWARENESS

CONTACT THE UNRECABLES 
Text:  562-480-4398 Like us on Facebook 
E-mail:  info@unrecables.org Instagram:  @unrecables 
Website:  unrecables.org

p.O. bOx 24856 
lOs angeles, Ca 90024-0856

Winter 2026

The Unrecables News 
published by 

CARDONA COMMUNICATIONS 
Gordon W. Cardona 

Publisher 
gwcardona68@gmail.com

Photos Courtesy 
Victor Chan 
Sigrid Noack
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