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Sunday, August 5 9 & 11 am Worship + Communion 

 

Sunday, August 12 10:30 am Blended Worship Service led by Youth 

 

Saturday, August 18 8:30 amð12:30 pm ñHope in real lifeò 

   Celebration for Women 

   First Presbyterian Church of Bartow 

 

Sunday, August 19 9 & 11 am Worship 

   10 am: Come for Breakfast between worship services 

    In front of Sanctuary! 
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Speak, Lord, for Your Servant Is Listening 
 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, 

ñGo and lie down, and if he calls you, say, óSpeak, Lord, for your servant 

is listening.ôò So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The Lord came 

and stood there, calling as at the other times, ñSamuel! Samuel!ò Then 

Samuel said, ñSpeak, for your servant is listening.ò  1 Samuel 3:8-10 

 

 During the month of September we will be doing the small group program 

called ñThe John Wesley Great Experiment,ò which consists of five spiritual    

disciplines.  I am full of expectations about what could happen when we seek the 

Lord with our whole heart. We will be searching for Godôs will for us individu-

ally and for our church.  We will be learning and experiencing how to open our-

selves to Godôs voice and to allow God to shape us. As we do the Experiment, we 

will learn to recognize where Godôs winds are blowing from and where He wants 

to take us all. 

 In the third chapter of 1 Samuel, we read the story of how the young 

prophet, still a boy, had never heard the voice of God or learned to recognize 

when God was trying to talk to him. At night time, when all was calm and distrac-

tions absent, God called Samuel three times in a row. Samuel heard the voice but 

was unable to discern who was this that was talking to his heart. Confused,    

Samuel ran to Eli the priest. Some guidance and openness to the fact that God 

was trying to talk to him was all that Samuel needed. At the fourth time God 

called, Samuel replied, ñSpeak, for your servant is listening.ò (1 Sam 3:10). 

 Through the Great Experiment, we will all be saying in loud voice: 

ñSpeak, for your servant is listening.ò The Experiment reminds me of the Samuel 

story because we will wake up early in the morning, when all is calm and distrac-

tions absent. Some of us will pray at 5:30AM; others later. However, we all will 

put God first by going to Him before we engage in the dayôs activities. That is the 

power of the Great Experiment, that it teaches us to put God first. 

 With this attitude of searching and expecting the Lord, we will be some-

how sleeping ñin the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God isò (see 1 Samuel 

3:3). In a way, we will be working in the sanctuary just as Samuel was working in 

the sanctuary helping Eli during the day. The Experiment will guide us to do ser-

vice for those in need, work in Godôs facilities at First UMC Bartow, and witness 

to others about God. I am positive that God will call us several times, as many as 

needed, until we learn to recognize his voice and respond to Him. 

 Registration has already begun for this program. On Sunday, find a       

bulletin insert that will allow you to sign up for the group and leader of your   

preference. May God firmly embrace our church and bring us closer to Him as we 

do the John Wesley Great Experiment. 

In Christôs love, 

Pastor Armando 

The Pastor's Perspective 
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Choir Notes 
                 by Bonnie Allen 

 
 I was so thrilled to be able to go to New York 

to watch my grandson play with the New York Mets 

double A team.  My son gave us this gift for Kenôs 

Birthday, and what a great gift it was.  The funny part 

was that we had decided we would never fly 

again.  Oh Well!!!  How could we possibly turn down 

an offer and such a great opportunity.  So we packed 

up and headed for Orlando airport.  We hadnôt flown 

since 2010 so we got to experience the security 

checks.  As we boarded the plane, I was reminded of 

the song Perfect Submission.  We were entirely in the 

hands of the pilot and all the other employees.  As we 

rose above the clouds, I was looking down at the little 

plots of earth with thousands of houses, cars, farms 

and businesses.  As we rose higher, all I could see 

were billowy clouds, and I thought that this was like 

heaven.  From my studies, I know heaven is a lot more 

than clouds.  I believe that it is bustling with activity, 

mansions, and work to be done.  However, we wonôt 

be rushing around as we do here.  There will be no 

death, no disease, no tears, no sorrows, no stress, and 

no pain.  We will be surrounded by light, love, and 

grace.  It is great to anticipate this reward at the end of 

our lives. 

 As for my grandson, of course, I think that he 

is the best of the best.  He has worked so hard to 

achieve this goal.  He was not drafted as so many are, 

but tried out for the Frontier league 4 years ago, and 

was picked up by them.  He was transferred to St. 

Paul, Minnesota, and was just getting himself adjusted 

when he received the call from the New York Mets.  It 

was his dream to belong to a Major league team, but 

with the dream came lots of new challenges. It takes 

so much mental discipline to deal with so much 

change, but Joshua is like his Biblical namesake - He 

is brave!  We love him so much, and are so proud of 

him. 

 As I reflect on all of this, I wonder if God is 

looking down through the clouds, observing all of our 

efforts.  Is He pleased with the way the world is go-

ing?  Is He pleased with me?  I could see for many 

miles as we climbed to 24,000 feet.  When you get 

above the earth and look down at all the different 

ways of life, the rushing, the stress, the multitude of 

people and places, it is nice to get that view from 

above.  I ask myself sometimes, Whatôs it all 

about?  What I deduce is that we all have our dreams 

and goals, but God has the plan.  Not all of us follow 

his plan as He watches and waits for us.  He loves us 

so much that He would do anything to help us, but we 

have to come to the point where we submit.             

Remember the hymn, Perfect Submission.  I really 

want to be in Godôs will, and I pray for my family and 

friends to want this as well.  God is sooooo good!!  I 

am so thankful to know Him.   

 So today, I ask for your prayers for our world, 

our families, our churches, and my grandson, 

Joshua.  May God lead and guide us all to His perfect 

will as we submit to Him.  Amen! 

Sending you Lots of Love!! Bonnie 
 
 
 

 

 

 

John Wesley Great Experiment  

Coming In September 

 
Spiritual Disciplines: 

Bible Study and sharing in small groups. 

Start day with morning personal prayer  

and meditation. 

Give two hours time each week for a 

special project. 

Give tithe. 

Witness about Jesus once a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date: 

Health Fair on October 6, 10am - 1pm  

We need to acquire rectangular tables at $80 

each  
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August Birthdays 
2ðMark Billman                

4ðPeg Beckner                  17ðAmber Locke             

 6ð Emily Hart                         Brenda Vaughn               

      Lucia Gillett                 18ðPat Wright  

7ðLauren Colvin              19ðMichael Brooks 

8ðBonnie Allen                22ðDennis Croom 

      Adrianna Croom          25ðMarianne McMillin     

15ðJosh Whitehead          27ðLinda Hutto 

16ðBill Poe                      31ðValerie Charbonneau            

        Kirby Thomas              

               

í August Anniversaries í 

1ðJohn & Pat Wright 

11ðRoger & Suzanne Orem 

18ðParker & Diane Pannebaker 

26ðEd & Beverly Etheredge 

 

 

Congratulations  

to Blake & Sara Van Hook 

on the birth of 

Cannon Dean 

July 12, 2018 

 

 

 

 

DEADLINE  
Please note:  Information for September newsletter 

should be submitted by Wednesday, July 15th. 

Thank You for helping us in send out the Good News 

in a timely manner. 

_______________________________________ 

The  Good News is published monthly by  

First United Methodist Church of Bartow,  

455 S. Broadway Ave., Bartow, Florida 33830 

_______________________________________ 

 

Sympathy 
We extend our Christian love and sympathy 

to the family of 

Peggy Moss Holt 
(sister of Jeff Moss) 

who passed on to eternal life on July 11 

 

 

Memorial Gifts 
Gifts have been received by  

First UMC 
in memory of 

Richard Kehoe 
by 

Adele Durrance 
Pat & Elsa Huff 

 
 
 
 

You can give without loving,  
But you cannot love  

without giving.  
  

2018 June Finance Report 

 

General Fund 
Summary for June 
    Income             $16,952.65 
    Expenses                                       $20,837.31 

    Net Income                                    ($3,884.66) 

Summary Year to Date 
    Balance 12/31/17                          $15,147.60 
    Net Income YTD                           ($6,639.78) 

    Balance YTD                                  $8,507.82 

Apportionments 2018            $22.994.00 

Paid as of July 1              $4,012.00 

Building Fund 

     Balance 12/31/17             $23,571.56 

     Income    $ 7,303.00 

     Expenses              $17,950.00 

     Interest    $      88.39 

Balance Building Fund            $12,739.95 
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Education Committee 

  

 Bible School was a blast and a hit for 40 plus 

kids.   Thanks to Susan Bergdoll (her husband David 

and daughter Amanda) and her whole committee for 

such an awesome adventure.  The decorations 

throughout Fellowship Hall were outstanding,  which 

carried over into the ñseaò themed snacks. 

 Thank you, Susan, for another excellent job 

well done.  Thank you to everyone who helped during 

the week, provided the snacks, etc.  You all did a 

fabulous job.  

 Our Education Committee will be meeting  

during the month of August to decide on our next   

project.  Thanks again to everyone who made Bible 

School such a success. 

Karel Hammer 

  

  

Golden Girls 

  

 The Golden Girls have the summer off so they 

will not have another event until September or        

October.   We will continue to join Asbury Methodist 

in all our activities.  

 We would love to have ñnewò girls join us.  If 

you are interested in being a Golden Girl, or if youôd 

like to help with any events....please let me know. 

I hope all you GG have an awesome summer and look 

forward to being together again in the fall. 

 Thank you to everyone at church who has 

helped with GG throughout the year.  A special thank 

you to Allye Martin for all her help. 

See you all in September. 

Karel Hammer 

 

 

Ushers for August: 

Mary Beth Packard, David Bergdoll, 

Dolly Ambrose, Marvin Hammer 

Womenôs Bible Study 
6:30 pm Monday, August 6 

at 870 Lila St. 
 

JWGE Meeting 
6:30 pm Monday, August 6 in Library. 

 
Care/Evangelism Committees 

meeting 6:30 pm Tuesday, August 7 
in the Library. 

 
Luncheon for 
FMS Teachers 

10:30 am Friday, August 10 
in the Fellowship Hall 

(If you can help, please contact 
Susan Bergdoll at 863-602-7310) 

 
Finance Committee Meeting 

6:30 pm Tuesday, August 14 in Library. 
 

Come for Breakfast! 
In front of Sanctuary 

10 am, Sunday, August 19. 
 

Lunch Bunch 
Meet at Broadway Diner on 

Sunday, August 26 after worship. 
 

Church Council Meeting 
6:30 pm Tuesday, August 28 in Library. 
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Please remember these in your prayers, visits 

and other expressions of Christian love. 

 

At home with medical issues:   Bagwell family,   

Taylor Davis,  Ed Etheredge,  Buz Etheredge,  

Marjorie Gay,  Karel Hammer,  Walt Heidel,   

Melissa Hicks,  Marianne McMillin,  Sylvia Mears,  

Nikki Moon,  Ann OôBerry,  Ruth OôBerry,   

Sara Odom,  Heath Petersen,  Bob Phillips,   

Becky Pischke,  Bill Poe,  Carolyn Presnell,   

Anne Raulerson,   Bud Spicer,  Holly Sutherland,  

Janice Warren,  Roger Waters,   

Chuck & Barbara Weaver,  Bob Wilson,   

John & Pat Wright 

 

In military:  Chris Brooks,  Victor Orem 

 

Needing prayers:  Melanie Hardin,  Pastor & Staff,  

District Supt. Candace Lewis,  Bishop Ken Carter,   

Christian, Dawn & Joshua Williams,  

Pioneer Missions, Indonesia 

Cuba Covenant Sister Church:  Iglesia Metodista de 

Santa Cruz del Sur, Camagüey, Cuba 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Dear Church Members, 
 I want you to know how grateful and thankful  
I am to be counted among such a warm and giving 
congregation!  
 Our Surf Shack VBS definitely caught ñthe 
wave of Godôs amazing love!ò. We had children  
excitedly telling parents ñI canôt wait to come back 
tomorrow, it is so much funò. We had crafts teachers 
and snack staff working overtime every day! In fact 
Ina Ogden who was Snappy and best puppeteer ever 
also with George did recreation every day and she 
worked weeks ahead on Snappyôs voice! The youth 
wore hot disciples costumes and helped out with all 
childrenôs activities and construction and breakdown 
at the end! Shawn and Amy did such an amazing job 
every day with opening and closing. I guess you can 
see that there are too many people to fit in this  
newsletter but I donôt want to forget anyone!  
 I couldnôt believe the generosity of so many of 
you to help finance our snacks etc. especially the 
anonymous gifts-God bless you! We are adding even 
more fruit next year because it is healthy and the  
children love it. 
 Lastly but not least the Pastors Armando  
Rodriguez, Pastor Mary Beth Packard, Pastor  
Meredith McMillan (Asbury UMC) and Bailey 
Schreiner a wonderful Pastor to be! 
 If I have forgotten anyone I am sorry but all of 
you prayed and those prayers were answered. 
Always amazed by the love of Jesus! 
Susan Bergdoll  
VBS director 
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Across the Courtyard 
by Nadine Waters Robbins 

Church Historian 

 

   

 

 Last month our FUMC congregation was   

privileged to hear an inspiring sermon from the Rev. 

Larry Rankin. 

 The July 8th edition of The Lakeland Ledger 

featured a three-page spread about the legacy of cel-

list, Corry Rankin.  The Rev. Larry Rankin, wife 

Trudy and son, Corry were good friends of Rev. Roy 

Lowe and his family and others in our congregation.  

Rev. Rankin, now retired, once served as Director for 

Missions and Outreach for our Florida Methodist Con-

ference.  He had visited our church on several other 

occasions. 

 At our June 24th, 2001 morning service our 

congregation was blessed to experience the musical 

gift of Corryôs cello expertise.  On that Sunday my 

dad, Wendell Waters dueted with Corry on ñAndante 

Graziosoò and Communion music selections.  Later, 

Corry soloed on the Offertory number. 

 My mom, Frances Waters noted in an ATC 

article, ñ(Corry) first became interested in the cello as 

a young boy in Costa Rica where his father was   

working with Alfalit (a Christian literacy and          

development organization).  When Corry played at our 

church, one of our musicians remarked ówhat a great 

toneô his cello had . . .  (Surprisingly) Corry said he 

made the cello.  He had constructed the cello while at 

the School of Music at Indiana University.ò 

 According to The Ledger ñ(Corryôs mom, 

Trudy, seeking a better understanding of Corryôs    

musical immersion, had taken up playing the cello.  

After his death, she kept possession of the instrument 

he had made at Indiana.ò  

 The Ledger piece went on to say that as time 

passed, the Rankinôs decided to give away this and his 

two other cellos so that the harmonious sounds that 

Corry loved could continue to grace its listeners.  

 

 

 

  

 One cello was gifted to a young female       

musician in Honduras.  Another cello was donated to a 

middle school music director in California.  The third 

cello, the one Corry played at our church, was given to 

a woman in Vermont.  She was a family friend whose 

husband sometimes accompanied Corry on piano 

when the couple, co-owners of the Antiquarian      

Restaurant, resided in Lakeland. 

 For a ñfleeting moment in timeò our            

congregants were privileged to share in Corryôs 

euphonious influence which as The Ledger points out, 

continues today ñ . . .  Nearly 16 years after his        

premature death, cellistôs spirit still stirs many lives . . 

. His musical voice still reverberates through a        

disparate group of people who play the three cellos he 

left behind.ò 

 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to sincerely thank you for your  

financial support towards my Warren Willis 

Wilderness week camp.  Being able to attend 

was quite the experience of a lifetime and I 

canôt wait to share it with everyone! 

Elizabeth Roth 
 

 

 
 


