December 8, 2019
Second Sunday Of Advent
8:30 & 11:00 AM

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Statement of Welcome
We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome.
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of
alienation and brokenness.
As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of
God.
All are welcome at First Lutheran.
All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our Godgiven differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world.

Pastor
Rev. Tor Kristian Berg
tberg@flcbothell.org

Director of
REACH Ministries
Roger Steinke
rsteinke@flcbothell.org
Office Manager
Kristin Smith
ksmith@flcbothell.org
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10207 NE 183rd Street
Bothell WA 98011
(425) 486-2314
office@flcbothell.org
www.flcbothell.org

December 8, 2019
Second Sunday of Advent
Holden Prayer
8:30 and 11:00 AM
WORSHIP
+

Please sign the white card in the pew rack and hand it to an usher on your way forward
for Holy Communion.

+

The service is printed in this bulletin. Some hymns are located in the red hymn book.

+

Hearing enhancement receivers, large print bulletins are available. Feel free to ask an
usher for assistance.

+

Our expectation is that children will be in worship. We understand, though, that there are times
when your wiggly ones need a distraction. There is a “Pray Space” under the stairs in the inner
narthex with soft toys and books. If you desire the nursery ask an usher for directions.

+

Public Wi-Fi password: MartyLuther.

+

If you would like to have a digital copy of the bulletin, go to our website and download
the PDF. www.flcbothell.org

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE: 8:30 AM Mary, Did You Know? (Greene/Lowry)
11:00 AM The King Of Love My Shepherd Is (Trad. Irish Melody)
WELCOME
GATHERING RITE: Holden Service of Light

morning
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just

be – ginning

GATHERING SONG: All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra (ELW 266)
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GREETING

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy Lord, a voice has been heard in the wilderness preparing the way for
your son to arrive in this world. Prepare our hearts to receive your son and
help us to prepare for his coming. Amen.
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
This year’s Advent wreath has four candles. We are naming them Justice,
Hope, Joy, Promise. Each week we will pray, sing, and light the appropriate
candle to mark our journey.
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to comfort your people, to
forgive them and lift them up. You indeed feed us, your flock, like a
shepherd. Help us not to be like the grass and flowers of the field that whither
and fade away Stand us up so that we can fix our eyes on the Herald of Good
Tidings, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.
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Lighting Song: O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Choir will sing verses, congregation join on refrain.

O people of hope, come,
let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen.
CHIME CHOIR ANTHEM: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(Arr. Hal H. Hopson)
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE WORD: Isaiah 40:1-11
1
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries out:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."
6
A voice says, "Cry out!"
And I said, "What shall I cry?"
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
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surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
"Here is your God!"
10
See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.
Word of God,
word of life.
CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke, Director of REACH Ministries
SERMON

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS003678.
Some music used with permission under CCLI License #2262125 or One License #A-706784 or LicenSing #623195.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God's world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing,
and comfort for all God’s people.
Give light to your people, Lord. As the darkness grows and we await the
return of daylight, give new life to your church. Shape our communities to be
faithful vessels of the gospel for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Restore your creation, Lord. You give the earth opportunities for both sleep
and awakening. Thank you for the gift of restful seasons so new life may grow
according to your appointed time. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bring peace to the nations, Lord. Keep us alert to injustice and oppression,
give us courage to cry out for what is right, and guide world leaders toward
fairness and peace for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Stir up compassion in us for all who wait for you. Be near to those whose lives
are shaken, those who are experiencing loss, those who long for healing and
wholeness, those who live with HIV and AIDS, and those who are in any kind of
need, especially Kevin. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for child care workers, teachers, Sunday school leaders, and all who
nurture and educate children. We give you thanks for their diligence and
devotion. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For whom do the people pray?
From ages past, your faithfulness has never failed. Shine your face upon us
and bring us into the company of all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was,
and who is to come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us come before the living God in confession.
Silence for self-reflection.
9

As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,
we open our hearts to you, O God. Search us and know us. Reveal all that we
keep inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us
reflections of the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge
who has mercy on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is
washed away in the river of life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one
who nurtures all creation. Go forth boldly in the assurance that your sins are
forgiven in the name of the one who is coming and is already here, Jesus Christ,
our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING: Let My Prayer Rise Up Like Incense
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have
already given to sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us to be
good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and let our lives be a
testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise
you for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos,
cruelty and despair, you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages your Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal
all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his
coming again in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our
faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
As this meal is shared with those who cannot join us here in this space, may it
give hope in your future.
Through Christ all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
14

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. Feast at the banquet of hope and
love.
COMMUNION: We will receive the body of Christ as gluten-free bread with
these or similar words: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ
will be received as either red wine or white grape juice with these or similar
words: The blood of Christ, shed for you.
WHO MAY COMMUNE? All are welcome at the Lord's Table. It is a free gift
given to all for the forgiveness of sins. The words “for you” really mean FOR
YOU! Children may commune at the discretion of their parents. If you wish to
receive a blessing: cross your arms over your chest as a sign for the
communion assistants.
DIRECTIONS FOR COMMUNION: Please come forward by the center aisle at
the direction of the ushers to receive the sacrament and return to your seat
down the side aisle. Please register each person taking communion on a pew
card.
COMMUNION HYMNS:
Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)
It Came upon the Midnight Clear (ELW 282)
THE ANNUNCIATION:
Cantor: An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman
whose name was Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for
God is with you. You shall bear a child, and his name will be Jesus, the
Chosen One of God Most High.” And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God, I
live to do your will.” (immediately to “The Magnificat”)
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THE MARGNIFICAT
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have
invited us to feast with you and one another. May the taste of your love
remain with us, and may our words and our work in your name invite
others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table to proclaim your
presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING: Holden Blessing
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: 8:30 AM Keep Your Lamps Trimmed And Burning (African
American Spiritual)

Assisting With Today’s Service:
Presiding Minister: Rev. Tor K. Berg
8:30 AM
Piano

June Condra

Ushers

Tom Agnew & Brian Midtbo

Lector

Geri Crawford

Greeter

Carsten Thode

Sound Tech

Terry Barker

Acolyte

Addie & Morgan Thomas

Pew Angel

Coni Holmes

Communion
Assistants

Jean Peterson, Lynn Scoggins &
Nicole Thomas

11:00 AM
Ensemble Director

Richard Edmonds

Ushers

Tom Larsen & Rob McCaw

Piano

June Condra

Lector

Paul Flatness

Violin

Alexia Payne

Greeter

Marilyn Iverson

Sound Tech

Ken Smith

Percussion
Acolyte

Michael Penrose

Communion
Assistants

Dawn Bastin & Emily Curcio

Ensemble

Rachel Jackman, Doug
Peterson, Gordy Phelps,
Johannes & Karishma
Skjonsby & Randall
Wampler

Pew Angel

Coni Holmes
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Prayers of sympathy for Ruth & Mark Neitzel in the death of Ruth’s sister, Rita.
Our Ministry Partners:
Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran Immigration & Refugee Services, Lutheran Counseling
Network, Lutheran World Relief, Northwest Washington Synod
Those living with cancer:
Juanita (Bonnie & Bob Ahlstedt’s sister-in-law), Charlie (Jef Almeida’s father), Del Benson (member),
Alan (Joan & Carl Christian’s son), Russel (Karey Coble’s cousin), Edith Holbrook (member), Heather
(Kevin & Vicki Kastning’s niece), Richard (Ruth Neitzel’s brother), Pam (Marlis Pehling’s niece), Don
(Doug Peterson’s brother), Janette (Beth Phelps’ cousin), Teresa (Michelle Tuck’s friend), Roger
(Michelle Tuck’s brother-in-law), Ted (Sue Toyoda’s friend), Kip (Paul Desilet’s uncle), Jim (Hendricks’
family friend), Joanne (Carolyn Becker’s sister-in-law) & Clara (Pat Daane’s cousin).
Those who are ill, have an injury or who are recovering from surgery:
Keely Adjorlolo (member), Marilyn Anderson (member), Paul Anderson (member), Jack Becker
(member), Lillian (Bob Berg’s mother), Lou (Cathy Edwards’ friend), Nancy Davis (member),Roy King
(member), Barb (Stacy Souriall’s friend), Ryan (Cathy Edwards’ grandson), Anne Marie (Hildur
O’Conner’s daughter), Katie (Hildur O’Conner’s daughter), Eileen Payne (Tom Payne’s mother), Eric
(Sally Adams’ cousin), Ron (Krista Daniel’s father), Lorretta Rapp (member), Dennis Shogren (Dave
Shogren’s brother), Helen (Renee Baker’s mother), Lola (Bob Berg’s aunt), Mona Shogren (member),
Loretta (Nora Srothman’s sister-in-law), Sadako (Sue Toyoda’s mother-in-law), Dandy (Julie SelmikeitWeyn’s husband), Darlene (Andrea Faubion’s mother),
Those who are homebound or in extended care facilities:
Phyllis Enger (member), Lillian & Lawrence (Leon Romaniuk’s parents), Harriet (Eleanor Walters’
mother), Jacquie Stoll (member), Sigrid (Carsten Thode’s mother) & Phyllis Watters (member).
Please remember to pray for peace in these war torn areas:
Israel/Palestine, Syria, Afghanistan, North Korea, Somalia and Iraq.
Those Serving Our Country:
AIR FORCE: Tyler Ripley (Jeanne Koruga’s nephew) and Erin Siebert (Linda & Joe Siebert’s daughter)
Mason Land (Debbie & Darryl Lageson’s nephew)
ARMY: Shaun Cunningham (Cris Sherman’s son-in-law), Lucas Peters (Jim & Vernita Steege’s
grandson), Asis Montalvo (Adjorlolo family friend), Ben Souriall (Stacy & Mike Souriall’s son)
MARINES: James Bacon (Jeanne Koruga’s friend) and Olav Wampler (Elizabeth & Randall Wampler’s son)
NAVY: Karl Krueger (Karin Ulvin’s husband), Kelsey Schunk (Jack Schunk’s granddaughter), &
Christopher Whipple (Carolyn & Richard Whipple’s son)

We are honored to be able to pray for your family members and close friends in need.
Our policy is to publish immediate concerns for 2 weeks, unless we hear from you that
an illness or situation is ongoing.
December 15, 2019 Third Sunday of Advent
Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4; 10-13
Rebuilding the Temple
Weekly Financial Report
December 1, 2019,
Attendance: 183
General Offerings: $9,971 Mortgage Fund: $832.50
Amount needed per Sunday:
General Offerings: $9,907
Mortgage Fund: $1,098
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INFORMATION For the Week!
Sunday, December 8 Second Sunday of Advent
8:30 Am
Worship
9:45 am
Education Hour
10:00 am
Ensemble Rehearsal
11:00 am
Worship
Monday, December 9
FINAL DAY TO RETURN GIVING TREE GIFTS!

Tuesday, December 10
9:15am
9:30 am
11:00 am
12:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Preschool Chapel
Lectionary
Staff Meeting
Preschool Chapel
Finance Committee
IT/Communications Committee

Wednesday, December 11
11:00 am
Worship Team Meeting
Thursday, December 12
9:00 am
Quilters
9:15 am
Preschool Chapel
7:00 pm
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Friday, December 13
Church Office Closed
11:30 am

Friends Supporting Friends Christmas Party at Inglewood Country Club

Saturday, December 14
10:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday School Christmas Program Practice
Kid’s Time!

Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 Am
Worship
9:45 am
Sunday School Christmas Program
10:00 am
Ensemble Rehearsal
11:00 am
Worship
12:00 pm
Chime Choir Rehearsal
3:00 pm
Christmas Festival

E-Giving Offering cards are available
for you to drop in the plate if you give electronically.
To give now, scan the code to the right.
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