Annual Historian’s Report 2018-2019
I.

General meetings & Programs
A. October 2018: Following our Executive Committee member reports and a nice dinner, Air Force Veteran
Rebecca Larson was our guest speaker. Ms. Larson discussed how important the Veterans Scholarship
which she received from Post 326 has assisted her in pursuing her studies in Astronomy and Physics. She
also discussed her pursuit of her PhD in Astronomy and some of the specific astronomical items she is
studying and researching and linked how important receiving the Veterans Scholarship is to
accomplishing her goals.
B. December 2018: Our December is an annual Christmas Party. There was a short business meeting
followed by a fine dinner and dancing to a disc jockey.

C. February 2019: Following our business meeting and dinner, Bill Welch, retired Air Force General and
Executive Committee member spoke to the membership. He first provided a brief description of his
advancement from enlisted airman through retirement and his primary area of assignment, South Korea.
He spoke of the current conditions surrounding North and South Korea. His informative discussion
included policy positions of various United States Presidents toward North and South Korea.
D. April 2019: Following introduction of guests and new members, Bob Pillmore reviewed the work done to
bring in new members and transfer members from Post 345 bringing our membership to 141, one short
of our goal. Following dinner, Jay Jernigan, Texas 10th District Commander spoke of upcoming
conventions and events.
E. June 2019: Guests for our June meeting included five of our 2019 high school scholarship recipients. It
was announced that the Post along and Buda Post 213 have each donated $500 to support the Hays H.S.
Marine Corps JROTC for their Shooting Team to attend the Junior Olympics competition. It was
announced that the Memorial Golf Tournament in May netted in excess of $30,000.

After dinner our guest
speakers were introduced.
John Knox and his
assistant, dressed in
authentic historical attire,
presented his version of

“Fun With Flags” reviewing the American flag from the
first until present, with examples of each flag. He also
presented a history of the current UK flag, a merging of
all of the individual monarch flags into one.

F. August 2019: The highlights of our meeting were the election of Officers and a presentation by ROCK on
horse riding therapy.

The Executive Committee presented a slate of officers for nomination. An additional nomination
was made from the floor to fill an open At-Large position. The proposed slate of officers was elected
by acclimation of the members present.
Executive Committee Position
Commander
First Vice Commander
Second Vice Commander
Adjutant
Finance Officer
Sergeant-at Arms
Service Officer
Chaplain
Historian
At-Large Officer
At-Large Officer
At-Large Officer (non-voting)
At-Large Officer (non-voting)

Member
Dr. Ronald O. “Ron” Stried
William O. “Bill” Welch
Thomas L. “Larry” Hohl
Robert J. “Bob” Pillmore
Thomas L. “Tom” Harder
Michael “Mike” R. Jackson
Robert C. “Bob” Jordan
Emmett L. Thomason
Stanley S. “Stan” Lipinski
Charles R. “Bob Caudill
Richard A. Dietz
Adam Jolliff
Open Position

Our guest speaker for the evening were Dr. Krenek and Dr. Breen who spoke of the work being done
with equine therapy and how it is changing the lives of people with disabilities. ROCK is recognized
as the leader in hippotherapy and therapeutic riding research. At the end of the presentation,
Commander Jackson presented a check for $500 as a donation to the program.

II.

Veterans Day Parade
Once again this year the Post participated in the Austin Veterans Day Parade. Members met at the Onion Creek
Club early in the morning to get organized, drive downtown and line up for the parade. As always the parade
route was filled with supporters, veterans and children waving and saluting the parade participants.

III.

Memorial Golf Tournament
The 2019 Memorial Golf Tournament was nothing if not interesting, especially if you were a member of the Golf
Committee. The initial scheduled date for the tournament was not only rained out, the course was flooded the
week before the scheduled date and several of the holes we had planned to play were washed out and
unplayable. After a quick change of the course so we would have 18 playable holes, there was another
torrential rain flooding part of the course and the tournament was rescheduled to our rain date 2 weeks later.
The OCC staff and the American Legion golf committee scrambled to re-plan the tournament for the new date
and course configuration. We not only had to plan for another date, we had to totally re-plan things like hole
assignments for games, starting hole assignments, Hole-in-One contract revisions, and well you get the picture.
On top of all of that, the forecast for the morning of the re-scheduled tournament called for a 70% chance of
more rain. When we showed up to set up for the tournament we were pleasantly surprised by a clear sky and a
beautiful day for golf.
With some cancellations due to the re-schedule, we fielded 120 players and thanks to our very special sponsors
and contributors, we netted an amazing $35,014.

IV.

Flag Day – June 14th
Again this year, our flag retirement was hosted by the Manchaca Fire Department. As usual there were a lot of
flags to retire. We also provided members to Elan Southpark Meadows, Assisted Living and Memory Care for a
Flag Day celebration.

V.

4th of July
We held our annual July 4th parade and picnic in the Onion Creek subdivision. The parade is conducted and
funded by the Post in conjunction with the Home
Owners Association. The parade follows a traditional
route through the Onion Creek neighborhood and
ends at the park where food is served to anyone who
wishes to attend.
Chef, Commander Mike Jackson served up hamburgers
and hot dogs and Julie Irwin managed food service
with setup help by Bob Pillmore and Tom Harder. A
good time was had by all.

VI.

Charitable Contributions

Over the course of the year, the Post made Charitable Contributions veteran Organizations and Veterans requiring
assistance. There are a list of veterans organization that we donate to on an annual basis. In addition we will provide
support to veterans requiring short time assistance. This year we also donated funds in conjunction with the Buda,
Texas post to support the Hays High School JROTC participate in a national level shooting competition. We made
contribution to two organizations who presented their programs to support recovering veterans at our regular
meetings.
Central Texas Returning Heroes
Fort Hood Thanksgiving Turkeys (Central Texas Food Bank)
Veterans Day Parade Participation Fee
Landstuhl Hospital Care Project
Patriot PAWS Service Dogs for Veterans
Individual Veterans/Family Support (2 individuals)
Austin Honor Flight Project in Recognition of Richard Overton
Fisher Houses (BAMC/Fort Sam Houston, Lackland AFB, & Fort Hood)
Texas Boys State: for 2 Senior Students from Hays H.S.
Texas Bluebonnet Girls State: 1 Senior Student from Akins H.S.
United Servicemen’s Organization (USO) at Fort Hood
Flag Day Retirement Ceremony (Manchaca Fire House)
4th of July Parade & Picnic/Community Sponsorship
R.O.C.K. (Ride-On-Center for Kids & Veterans) Equine Riding Therapy
CTVHCS Veterans Housing
Hays High School JROTC shooting team
VII.

$500
$500
$100
$500
$500
$2,000
$500
$1,500
$590
$425
$300
$100
$247
$500
$500
$500

High School ROTC Awards and programs
Each year Carl Becker donates the medals which we award to the JROTC cadets. There is a medal for Military
Excellence and for Scholastic Excellence and they are awarded to the cadets named by the JROTC Instructor
at each of the schools. The schools we sponsor are Akins High School, Bowie High School, Hays High
School and Lehman High School. The awards this year are as follows:

Cadet
Ty W. Odom
Jacob S. Hannon
Ayden Lumbley
Anmei Dubbs
Tyler Zapalac
Jason Champagne
Hailee Garrett
Dylan Durocher

High School
Akins HS
Akins HS
Bowie HS
Bowie HS
Hays HS
Hays HS
Lehman HS
Lehman HS

Award
Military Excellence
Scholastic Excellence
Military Excellence
Scholastic Excellence
Military Excellence
Scholastic Excellence
Military Excellence
Scholastic Excellence

VIII.

High school Scholarships
In 2019 Post 326 awarded eight $1,000 scholarships to graduating high school seniors who were enrolled in
their respective JROTC programs at Akins
H.S., Bowie H.S., Hays H.S., and Lehman H.S.
The scholarship funds are disbursed in equal
$500 payments for their first two semesters
at a four-year college of their choice.
Awardee Name
Kaitlyn Medeiros
Monique Rottmann
Thomas Dean
Hannah Waller
Jacy Eaton
Kayleigh McCaslin
Dylan Durocher
Madison Alexander

IX.

High School
Akins
Akins
Bowie
Bowie
Hays
Hays
Lehman
Lehman

Kayleigh McCaslin, Thomas Dean
Dylan Durocher, Monique Rottmann, Hannah Waller

Veteran Scholarships
In the fiscal year, 2018-2019 the Post awarded seven scholarships to veterans pursuing a college education.
These funds can be used by students to assist them with expenses associated with their continuing college
education such as books, tuition, fees, rent, or other basic living expenses. Each scholarship is for $2,000,
$1000 each of two semesters. The recipients are:
Student Name
Paul Ramdarass
Simon Aguirre
Jeffery Potter
Anthony Woods
Brooke Hergert
Kelly Moore
Jillian Shrader

University
Texas State University
Texas State University
Texas State University
Texas State University
UT Medical Center
Houston-Tillotson Univrersity
University of Texas, Austin

