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President’s Report
We completed our first major project of the year with the opening of the Alabama’s Veterans Museum in
Early July. The posting of the colors was performed by our Color Guard and the Cutting of the Ribbon was done
by Alabama Governor Kay Ivey. After the ribbon cutting, Governor Ivey’s first stop was our Chapters display
“America’s First Veterans”. While at our display, I was honored to present her with Challenge Coins from both the
State SAR Society and The Tennessee Valley Chapter. We also presented her with an information packet on her
patriot- Lt. William Dick.
The National Congress was held in mid July in Renton, Washington. Our own Jim Maples was installed
as a Minuteman in the Class of 2021. This is the highest honor in our society and presented to only six individuals
across the nation each year. Congratulations to Jim for this great accomplishment. He now joins David Billings
who received the award two years ago. What an honor to have two great active leaders in our Chapter at the same
time.
Jim also brought back an array of Awards for our chapter from National. Our first winner was from the
NSSAR Americanism Poster Contest Award. Our entry was Layla Shurdan, whose poster placed 2 nd place
nationally. Great job Layla, we look forward to presenting you the award and the check that goes with it.
Our Chapter competed this year in the 200+ member size category. This means that we competed
against the largest chapters in the Nation. I am so proud to announce that the Tennessee Valley Chapter Sons of the
American Revolution were the winners in the following Categories:
•
•

•
•

President General’s Education Outreach Streamer – This award is for the compatriots of a chapter to do a
certain number of new Historical Presentations or to present an existing presentation in a new venue or to a
new audience.
Ohanesian History Presentations Award (cash award) - This is a new award presented the first time for this
year. The annual cash award is presented to the Chapters based upon membership size whose members
collectively, orally make the most presentations on any aspect of the American Revolution to classes or groups
in schools (K-12) in their respective geographic service area.
President General’s State Society and Chapter Activities Competition – This is awarded to the state-level
societies and chapters that demonstrate the best program of administrative support of the Sons of the American
Revolution.
President General’s Cup - This award is presented to the SAR chapter that conducted the best overall
programs and activities during the previous calendar year (January 1 to December 31) that created, supported
or promoted a better understanding in its own community of such SAR resolutions and of the fundamental
American traditions that governed their formulation and adoption.

As we move into the second half of the year, the TVC Color Guard has many activities already scheduled.
Most of which involve supporting activities of the wonderful ladies of the DAR. We are also working on a flag
retirement program this fall with the CAR and local scout troops.
VP Dudley Burwell and I have been cutting our way thru overgrown brush and greenbriers to identify
Patriot graves in Remote areas of Madison and Morgan counties. In my next President’s report, I plan to identify
several Grave markings that our chapter will sponsor. I will also be requesting help to clean up and prepare some
of the Cemeteries for the ceremonies. The Huntsville CAR group has already agreed to help.
Please consider becoming a George Washington Fellow. This is an endowment fund designed to support
the objectives of Sons of the American Revolution. Your donation of $1,000 will make you a permanent Fellow and
be a tremendous help to SAR and the various goals of our national organization.
We are truly a growing and dynamic organization with incredible goals and a lot of momentum. We are
continuing our quest to become one of the most recognized and admired Chapters in the Country. This will require
growth in our membership. We are blessed to live in an area of exploding growth at this time. We need to take
advantage of the timing and share the great work that this organization does. People always want to be part of a
winning team. Let them know, and then we will grow!!

Benny Hannah
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Revolutionary Questions from Jim Griffith

Answers from the June/July Newsletter

1. What Revolutionary War General was referred to as the
“Swamp Fox”?

1. If Alabama was the 22nd State in the Union, can you
explain why there was never a 22 Star United States Flag? A
new United States flag would be introduced once a year, when
needed. That date was set to July 4th of each year. So,
Alabama became the 22nd State on December 14th,
1819. However, prior to the following July 4th, on March 15,
1820 Maine became the 23rd State of the Union. So, the
number of Stars on the United States Flag went from 21 up to
23 Stars on July 4, 1820.

2. Betsy Ross and Paul Revere shared the same birthday
(different years). Do you know the day of the year that each
of these Patriots were born?
3. Do you know the name of the first major American victory
during the Revolutionary War?
4. The Revolutionary War occurred during a time referred
to as the “Age of ________________”.
5. What animal appears on the Revolutionary War Flag with
the legend “Don’t tread on me”?
6. Do you know the meaning of the term “Tread” and why it
was significant during the Revolution?
7. Do you know the first and last state to ratify the
Constitution?
8. What organization was formed within the Colonies to
oppose the Stamp Act of 1765?
9. What original member of the Sons of Liberty and
arguable could have been referred to as a Founding Father,
ultimately turned his back against the American cause and
became a traitor?

10. Who is commonly referred to as the founder of the Sons
of Liberty?
11. There was an organization that predated the Sons of
Liberty and their goals were the same. Many of the
members of this original organization ultimately became
members of the Sons of the Liberty. Can you name this
organization that predated the Sons of Liberty?
12. Under Ethan Allen’s command, the Green Mountain
Boys captured a very famous fort. Can you name that fort?

2. What Holiday within the United States falls on the same
day as the Anniversary of the creation of the United States
th
Lewellen Jones
Army (June 14Jamie
)? Although
Stanley not recognized as an official
Federal Holiday, Flag Day occurs every year in the United
States on June 14th to celebrate the Flag Resolution adopted by
the Second Continental Congress on June 14, 1777. Strangely
enough, the Birthday of the United States Army occurs on the
same day, but two years earlier. The United States Army was
“born” on June 14, 1775.
3. After the ratification, the United States Capitol has been
located in numerous cities. Can you name those locations
and the order in which they served as Capitol?
1st – New York, NY
2nd – Philadelphia, PA
3rd – Washington D.C.
4. At one point prior to the ratification of the United States
Constitution, there was a physical attack on Congress while
still serving in Philadelphia. This attack started a series of
events which led to the removal of the temporary capitol from
Philadelphia to New York. What was this attack called and
why did it happen? The attack which led to the removal of
Congress from Philadelphia in 1783 is known to history as
“The Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783”. The attack occurred as a
result of the Government not paying Colonial Soldiers for
their services during the Revolution.
5. In 1722 Benjamin Franklin established the pen name
“Silence Dogood”. Benjamin Franklin was only 16 years old
when he established this pen name. Do you know why he
established this name? In 1722 Benjamin Franklin established
the pen name “Silence Dogood”. Benjamin Franklin was only
16 years old when he established this pen name.
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6. This individual was the illegitimate Son of a prominent
founding father. This individual was the last colonial
Governor of New Jersey and a steadfast Loyalist throughout
the American Revolution. This individual helped to organize
military units to fight on the British side and ultimately exiled
in Britain after the Revolution. This individual’s Mother is
also unknown. There were some attempts to reconcile with
his father, but there was very little communications between
the two for the duration of their lives. Can you name this
illegitimate Son as well as the founding father?
Illegitimate Son = William Franklin
Founding Father = Benjamin Franklin
7. At the Treaty of Paris, this individual served as the
Secretary to the American Delegation. It just so happens that
he was the grandson of one of the Representatives of the
United States at the Treaty of Paris. Can you name this
individual and his Grandfather? William Temple Franklin
served as the Secretary to the American Delegation and was the
illegitimate Son of William Franklin who was the illegitimate
Son of Benjamin Franklin. William Temple Franklin also
sired an illegitimate child named Ellen. So the Franklin’s had
a history and a literal blood line of 4 generations of illegitimate
children.
8. Prior to the Declaration of Independence there were 9
colleges chartered within what became the United
States. Can you name those colleges / universities?
I’ll offer some caveats. First, the exact order has been subject to
heated debate. There is an obvious prestige with an earlier
founding. Dates can vary depending on how one chooses to
interpret earlier institutions that may have contributed
somehow to the formation of these colleges and universities. The
most controversial date is probably the one recognized by the
University of Pennsylvania.
Original Name
New College
College of William and Mary
Collegiate School
College of New Jersey
College of Philadelphia
King’s College
Rhode Island College
Queen’s College
Dartmouth College

Founding

Current Name

1636
1693
1701
1746
1749
1754
1764
1766
1769

Harvard University
College of William and Mary
Yale University
Princeton University
University of Pennsylvania
Columbia University
Brown University
Rutgers University
Dartmouth College

9.

Prior to being named Mount Vernon, there was another
name for that particular property. Do you know what Mount
Photo by Jim Maples
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Vernon was previously named? Mount Vernon was inherited
by George Washington from his half-brother Lawrence who
was the individual who changed the name to Mount
Vernon. Lawrence inherited the property from his Father in
1743. Lawrence changed the name to Mount Vernon, named
after British Admiral Edward Vernon who was Lawrence’s
old commander in the British Navy. Prior to being known as
Mount Vernon, that particular property was referred to as the
“Little Hunting Creek Plantation”.
10. Mount Vernon had very little, if any, capability to fight a
fire in the mansion prior to 1923. Do you know what
happened that fixed this problem? In 1923 Henry Ford and
his wife toured Mount Vernon and noticed that they were ill
equipped to extinguish a fire. Upon his return home, Henry
Ford directed his staff to send Mount Vernon their very first
fire engine. Their “made to order” first engine was delivered
on September 21, 1923. Thirteen years later, Henry Ford
replaced that fire engine with another, more advanced fire
engine and encouraged Mount Vernon to form their own Fire
Department, install fire hydrants, and upgrade alarms.
11. Do you know who owns and runs Mount Vernon
today? In 1858 the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association bought
Mount Vernon from General Washington’s Great Grand
Nephew, John Augustine Washington III. The Mount Vernon
Ladies’ Association has worked tirelessly since that day to
restore and maintain the Mansion, grounds, and outbuildings.

Upcoming Events
9 August 2021 - Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First Baptist Church just across the street from the Library. The
meeting will also be broadcast on Zoom.
13 September 2021 -Regular Meeting, 11:00am, First
Baptist Church just across the street from the Library.
The meeting will also be broadcast on Zoom.
23 - 25 September 2021 - National Society Leadership at
the Brown Hotel, Louisville, KY.
16 October 2021 - Fall Board of Managers Meeting,
The American Village.
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June Speaker
At our June meeting we had a very special guest,
Medal of Honor Recipient, Captain Gary Michael
Rose. See the link below to our YouTube channel
of you would like to watch Mike’s presentation.

Jamie Stanley

Lewellen Jones

If you would like to watch Mike’s presentation at our June meeting, go to our
YouTube Channel below. There are several other videos on the channel that you
will enjoy. Be sure to subscribe and share the channel!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPxqrG-kzybXwAvM6IZYnEw/featured
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Welcome new members!

Harrison Stone
Charles Hooper
Jerald Conder

Grand Opening of the Alabama Veterans
Museum - Athens, AL
At the left President Hannah presents a TVC
Challenge Coin to Gov Kay Ivey. Senator Tom
Butler (TVC member) looks on.

GovKay Ivey
President
Benny Hannah

Revolutionary War section of
the museum. Partially funded
by the George Washington
Endowment Fund

Photo by Jim Maples

Sen.Tom Butler
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NSSAR Congress 2021
Renton, Washington

SG Bruce Pickette
Lou Rabogh

SG Bruce Pickette

PG Jack Manning

Jim Maples

Secretary General Bruce Pickette with Poster
Chairman Lou Rabogh with the Second
Place Poster Winner submitted by the
Alabama Society (Tennessee Valley Chapter)

LG Fred Olive
Edmon McKinley

The Alabama Delegation with President General Jack Manning

Photo Courtesy of Aaron Davies

Photos by Jim Maples

Jim Maples
1501 Elmwood Dr.
Huntsville, AL 35801
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