St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Worship
Sunday, March 20, 2022 – Third Sunday in Lent
Setting One of the ELW
Prelude - Praeludium Circulare from Organ Symphony no. 2 by Charles Marie-Widor
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
P
C

C
P
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Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the a Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Song - Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
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Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.
KYRIE

1
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Canticle of Praise – This is the Feast –
Not being sung during Lent – go directly to the Prayer of the Day.
P
C
P

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Let us pray

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and
resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your saving love to
fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
Children’s Message

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration
of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God
will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.
1
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
6
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;
7
let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Psalm: Psalm 63:1-8

Congregation sings bold verses and Refrain
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1

O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there | is no water.
2
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place,
that I might behold your power | and your glory.
3
For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; my lips shall | give you praise.
4
So will I bless you as long | as I live and lift up my hands | in your name. R
5
My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips,
6
when I remember you up- | on my bed, and meditate on you in | the night watches.
7
For you have | been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice.
8
My whole being | clings to you; your right hand | holds me fast. R

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is
our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness.
1
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud,
and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and
all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the
spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased
with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
6
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do
not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink,
and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they
were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you
are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to
everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the
testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into
a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for
ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.

4

At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
6
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.
9
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
1

Sermon
Hymn of the Day - As the Deer Runs to the River
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.
A brief silence.
We pray for the church around the world in all its forms: for pastors, deacons, bishops, chaplains,
and mission developers; for church councils, committee chairs, and all lay ministry leaders; for
congregations that contemplate difficult decisions about the future of their ministry. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
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For the health of this planet and the well-being of its creatures: for lands impacted by droughts
and at risk of wildfires; for fig trees and vineyards that produce fruit for our nourishment and
delight; for animal habitats threatened by climate change. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those called into positions of civic responsibility: for judges, attorneys, and court
administrators tasked with uncovering truth and delivering justice; for activists and community
leaders who cast a vision of a more compassionate and equitable society. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For those who call upon you for mercy: for all who live in poverty and experience hunger; for
any who feel tested beyond their strength; for those who are hospitalized or near death, and for
all in need of healing (especially), Barbara, Jan, Tony, JoAnn, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Phyllis, Bob,
Ellie, Barbara, Naomi, Deb, and others we may name aloud or quietly in our hearts. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
For the advocacy efforts of this congregation: for those whose faith leads them to speak difficult
truths and engage in difficult conversations with policymakers; for those who promote mercy
over vengeance or retaliation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
For those whose earthly journeys have ended, we give thanks. With (names and) all the saints, we
praise you for the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.
Amen.
PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
MEAL
Offering
Offertory - Improvisation on the 9th psalm tone
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Offertory - Create in Me a Clean Heart

Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray together
C God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You
bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy Holy Holy

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
P Come to the banquet for all is ready.
COMMUNION SONG – LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
And each person may respond Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN – O Living Bread from Heaven
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God...
A We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of
this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
OR
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O God, we give you thanks...
A O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your
Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves away as bread for
the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
OR
God of abundance...
A God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
SENDING
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen
SENDING HYMN – There in God’s Garden (verses 1-4)
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C We will. Thanks be to God.
Postlude - Variations on Aurelia by Irvine Dearnaley
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27001. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net ##A-721914.
Altar Flowers – If you would like to make a recognition through a request for Altar Flowers, please stop by
the credenza under the TV monitor in the atrium. Sign up for the day(s) you would like to request, pick up an
envelope and form in the lower box and turn in your request form(s) which should indicate your announcement
for the bulletin, and payment ($40) at least one week in advance. If you have any questions, speak with a staff
person.
Prayer of the Church (Members): Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Tony Perrotte, JoAnn Bowman, Janet
Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida Elliott, Phyllis Jenkins, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Barbara Shade, Naomi Watson, Deb
Tabert
Our sympathy to the family and friends of Adele Barbara Mauriello, mother of Mike Mauriello, who died on
Wednesday, Mar 16 at the age of 95. She was living in Chapel Hill recently, but her funeral will take place at a
later date in New Jersey.
Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time, email staff, or call the office.
Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle], and Dian
and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Laura Williams (friend of Amanda Anderson), Bill
Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), Tim and Sue Williams (friends of the
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Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of Wendy Waugh),
Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by Joan Pepper),
Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend of
Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed
(friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and Steven and daughters (friends
of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Marti Casalino
(friend of Marcia Redman), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter Hinshaw), Gad Kainer,
Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Chuck Noll (friend of the Waugh’s),
Armenia and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Linda
Leslie (mother of Sean Slane), Paul DeVries (brother of Bob DeVries), Twila Dahl (sister-in-law of Bill Dahl and
Martha Dahl), Gini Rinkus (friend of the Dominicks), Betty Sue Dickerson and son Barry Dickerson (friends of
the church), Elaine Williamson (sister-in-law of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins), Paul (son-in-law of Jan Huntley),
Mary Bader, Cynthia Sund (grandmother of Megan Cunningham), Amy Natzle (friend of Megan Cunningham),
Jane Busch (sister-in-law of Audrey Busch), Karen Salotti (friend of Diana Dominick), Richard Dominick (brother
of Ted Dominick), Burr Hasselbeck, Cindy and Adam White (family of Ann Grovenstein), Sam Albright (brother
of Joan Albright), Francis Coulter (sister-in-law of Marlene Coulter)

On the First Sunday of each month, we will offer drive through communion at the rear entrance of the
church from 11:30 am until noon.
Croasdaile Worship – The Croasdaile worship in March will be Thursday, March 24, the Fourth Thursday
of the month, at 2:00 pm.
Join the Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom from 10-11.
Topic: Coffee Hour, Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
913 5110 3753 – Password: 292680

Meeting ID:

Articles and information for the April Cross Connections are due on Monday, March 21 to Susan Esposito.
You are welcome to reply to this email or email her at admin@stpaulsdurham.org or drop in her mailbox in
the reception office. "Holy Folders" will meet on Friday, March 25 at 11:00 am to assemble the newsletter
for the post office. All are welcome.
Preschool “Un-fundraiser”
The preschool board again invites you to participate in an “Un-fundraiser” – nothing to buy, no
event to attend – simply the opportunity to join us in making a contribution to the mission and
continuing work of St. Paul’s Preschool & PMO.
Our teachers and staff continue to offer creative learning experiences and use play to encourage our
preschoolers to grow and adapt. And adapt they have. Our young children are thriving as teachers have
largely moved the classrooms outdoors. This past school year, the teachers improved our outdoor learning
spaces and created innovative curricula to support the children in our outdoor classrooms.
We need to raise funds to offer financial scholarships and improve and maintain all of our outdoor
learning spaces which have been used heavily through last year and this year. Funds raised will:
< Create an outdoor music “room,” unfortunately music this year has been severely curtailed
< Acquire additional outdoor equipment
< Support a garden space
< Provide financial scholarships for children and families who need them
If you would like to make a contribution of any size, please drop off/mail your gift to the church at 1200 W
Cornwallis Rd, Durham NC 27705-5731 or give via the church website (stpaulsdurham.org) (choose PreSchool Fundraising). THANK YOU for you ongoing support and for considering a financial gift to support
our preschool children.
Ted Turner, the Minister of Music, is available for piano and/or organ lessons. Ted has experience
teaching a diverse array of skill levels and ages, no prior experience is necessary. More information is
available at www.tedturnerorganist.com. contact him at 217-898-3467 or taturner16@gmail.com
Stewardship Team – Are you interested in joining the Stewardship team this year? If so, let Claire Cooney
know by sending an email to her at ClaireRCooney@gmail.com.
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Outdoor Workday
by George Seiz
Mark your calendars – There will be an Outdoor workday at church on Saturday, April 2, 2022,
9:00 am - 11:30 am. Lunch provided. You are invited to be a good steward of the earth by working in
“God’s Garden” for a few hours on Saturday, April 2, 2022. Come for the entire period or whenever you can
make it. This is a great chance to build community, do something with a friend or family, get some exercise,
improve the church campus, and have some fun. Work projects will include such fun activities as leaf
removal, spreading of mulch, removal of weeds and scrub trees. Bring work gloves, leaf and garden rakes,
shovels, wheelbarrows, and a good work ethic. Open to all members, family, and friends. Look for the signup sheet at church on the bulletin board or sign-up by emailing George Seiz at geoseiz@aol.com. Call or text
George with any questions - 919-824-0130.
Thursday Morning Bible Study at 10:30 AM – will be in Trinity Hall and over Zoom. We are studying the Nicene
Creed. We will send emails if any study guides are needed.
Here is the zoom information. Topic: Pastor's Bible Study
Time: Thursday mornings at 10:30 AM Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89526693517?pwd=UVl2SldvRTVtYTdQOHFEa2N1THREdz09
Meeting ID: 895 2669 3517 -- Passcode: 727541
Lent Midweek Worship will be on Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6 at 7:00 pm. The theme this
year will be “Christ in the Psalms,” with focus on how the selected psalm points us towards Christ this Lenten
season. The services will be live-streamed and recorded to be viewed at your convenience.
!
!

The Live stream link for Midweek Lent Wednesday worship services is: https://vimeo.com/event/1859599
To view recorded events, go to: https://vimeo.com/stpaulsdurham and select the service you wish to view.

Stations of the Cross
by Lorrel Strom-Jensen
Stations of the Cross will again be offered on Fridays at 12:00 noon in the Sanctuary. For those who are new,
the Stations follow Jesus from Gethsemane to the tomb with visual depictions of his journey. On Fridays, you
can join me to follow Jesus on this path with scripture and prayers that tell the Holy Week story. Following
Jesus on this path offers pause to contemplate our here and now. Please join me on any of these Fridays at
noon during Lent: March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1, 8.
48th Durham CROP Hunger Walk - April 10, 2022
I am part of the St. Paul's Lutheran Durham team and team leader for the CROP Hunger Walk and we're raising
money and awareness to help other people near and far. I’m doing my part to help get us one step closer to
ending hunger for good. Will you consider joining my team? You'll find a link to join at the bottom of this
message! If you would like to donate only and prefer to write a check please place those in my mailbox in the
church office. I will be collecting them each week to add to our donation tracker.
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/team/stpauls-lutheran-durham
Please let me know if you have any questions. You can email me at mcunni16@gmail.com – Megan
Cunningham
Music ensemble opportunities at St. Paul’s – Handbells and choir are starting up soon with the first
rehearsal for both ensembles on Wed, Mar 30 at 6:30 and 7:30 pm respectively. No prior experience is
necessary, all skill levels are welcome. The only prerequisite is an eagerness to learn music! Contact the music
director, Ted Turner, with any questions – music@stpaulsdurham.org
Lutheran Services of the Carolinas (LSC) is the local agent of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
(LIRS). LSC needs affordable housing in the Durham city/county and Orange county areas. At present, LSC has
no housing for refugees in either area. If you know of such housing, please contact Chris McLaren at LSC (984209-2339) or one of the members of St. Paul’s refugee support group (Morris Casper, Bill Gresham, Jayce Getz,
Phil and Sally Hart, Carolyn Ulrich). – Morris Casper

We have a live link used to view our Sunday morning Worship Services at 10:00 AM Here is the
link: https://vimeo.com/event/1478223 The live service will be recorded and put on the vimeo site after
the service is concluded and can be watched at any time. That link is: https://vimeo.com/stpaulsdurham
(then choose the service date or event you wish to watch).
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Here is a listing of the Sign-Up Genius links we are presently using to accomplish our many needed
tasks. Please fill in as you are able. You can bookmark these sites to make it easier to return to them.
 Devotions – https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044eabad28a3fd0-daily1 Please send your
devotions to Vicar Mac Mullins at vicar@stpaulsdurham.org
 Sunday Morning 10:00 AM Worship Tasks
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-sunday1
Tasks include setting up, lector, worship assistant, sound, altar guild, video, etc.
 Sunday morning 10:00 AM Communion Assistants and Lock-Up
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0944a4a72fa5f58-communion
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Gathering Hymn - Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
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Hymn of the Day - As the Deer Runs to the River
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Hymn during Communion - O Living Bread from Heaven
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Sending Hymn - There in God’s Garden (Verses 1-4)
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