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- When All Roads Led to
TOMBSTONE

A Memoir written by Jobn Plesent Gray
Edited and annotated by W. Lane Rogers

JouN PLESENT GRay, upon graduation from the University of California (Berkeley) in 1880, joined
his family in Tombstone. Sixty years later, he deposited a typewritten manuscript with the
Arizona Pioneers’ Historical Society (now the Arizona Historical Society) telling of life in the
beginning days of Tombstone and Arizona. This valuable manuscript chronicles his eyewitness
account of the shootout at the OK Corral, cattle-ranching in Apache territory, and vivid
descriptions of the people who populated this wild and rugged place and the towns that grew
as they came. Gray wrote:

“I was in Tombstone on the afternoon that the Earps, in their official capacity as peace
officers, engineered the killing of Billy Clanton and the McLaury brothers . . .”

“In its rush days, Tombstone’s Allen Street presented an interesting jumble of humanity.

Even the stranger would be carried away by the constant hurry with something doing
every minute.”

“There was always the Apache to think of. Many times we would hear that Indians were
off the San Carlos reservation, and maybe the following week would come word of
another Apache killing of some rancher or lonely prospector . . .”

“The southern Arizona cattle business commenced to grow by leaps and bounds.
Everybody, it seemed, was flocking in with herds from Texas, from Mexico, and elsewhere,
and the country finally got much over-stocked. Then, along in the early Nineties,

a succession of dry years came on and cattle perished by the thousands.”

Gray’s story is enriched by the detailed notes of W. Lane Rogers. An award-winning writer and
editor, Rogers presents the reader with background on Gray’s comments — including the
histories of the various places and people — based on extensive research; yet presented with
a refreshing candor!
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