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Kelsey Kleinman is a choreographer, educator, and creative leader whose 
passion for dance is rooted in both artistry and wellness. A graduate of 
UCLA’s Department of Dance, Kelsey has been teaching and choreographing 
for over 18 years, shaping dancers into strong, expressive, and resilient 
artists.

Her own journey began as a competitive dancer and musical theater 
performer, which led to professional credits with world-renowned artists 
including Kool & The Gang, KC & The Sunshine Band, and Che’nelle. These 
experiences deepened her commitment to preparing dancers not only for 
the stage, but for sustainable, fulfilling careers in the arts.

As Co-Director of Aspire Dance Company for more than a decade, Kelsey 
has developed award-winning choreography that has earned numerous 
national titles. She also founded the Aspire Artist Collective, a mentorship 
program designed to bridge the gap between competitive and professional 
dance, empowering young dancers to choreograph, create, and discover their 
unique voices.

Kelsey is certified in Progressing Ballet Technique (PBT) and takes a holistic 
approach to teaching, integrating anatomy-based knowledge to build safe, 
strong, and sustainable technique. Influenced by her upbringing in a family of 
artists, Kelsey infuses her classes with creativity that extends beyond 
movement. Most recently, she has expanded her creative practice into dance 
photography, capturing movement as both an educator and artist, and 
offering dancers a new way to see their own artistry reflected back to them.

Above all, Kelsey is passionate about guiding dancers to explore their 
artistry, honor their well-being, and move with both purpose and 
imagination.


