
It has been raining eagles since December  here at Defiance Canyon Raptor Rescue. 

Water rain is a life-giving wonderful thing...raining eagles, not so good. 

Usually we get about 5 injured eagles a year, although in 2020, we received 10. In the 

past 2 months we have received rescue calls for 5 bald eagles and 1 golden eagle. 

Yesterday the call was for a golden eagle, who turned out to be a first year bald eagle. 

Most people don't realize that bald eagles don't look like the white headed and tailed 

bird that is standard in photos until they are 5 years old. First year bald eagles are 

mostly brown with random white splotches that can be seen in flight. Second and third 

year birds are mottled brown and white. Fourth years start to get white heads and tails. 

Bald eagles have larger beaks than golden eagles. Their beaks and eyes are dark to 

begin with, gradually turning to yellow. Goldens’ eyes and beaks stay darker. 
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Sampson is very thin and has a fracture near his wrist in his left wing. He was 

transported to the raptor specialist veterinarian late yesterday. He has many problems 

to overcome. He was brave, yet cooperative when being handled. 

Last week, someone commented that they didn't realize eagles were raptors. Let's put it 

in "R" here and back up. The word "raptor" is from the Latin word "rapere" meaning "to 

seize". They have very strong feet that can exert hundreds  of pounds of pressure. In 

falconry, it’s called “footing” when a raptor tries (or does) grab a person with their 
foot...something we rehabbers reeeally try to avoid. Raptors, also called birds of prey, 

are eagles, hawks, owls, falcons and are obligate carnivores who hunt and feed on 

captured mammals, smaller birds, insects, and carrion (dead folks). Turkey vultures, 

who don't hunt live prey, are generally lumped in with raptors, but do not have strong 

feet to grab with. Rather their beaks are very strong, to tear with. Trust me, you don't 

want to get bitten by a turkey vulture--they don't just bite, but twist also, which leaves 

an impressive, rainbow colored bruise on a person. Many people are repulsed by 

vultures, but they are an important part of nature’s cleanup crew...and those people 

should think about how they go into a grocery store and buy dead meat wrapped in 

plastic. It didn’t come from a side of the road, but... 



often injured by human actions—vehicles, bullets, toxic chemicals and on and on. 




