Joined to Christ
Understanding an Orthodox Baptism
FR. STEPHEN FREEMAN

F E W SERVICES I N T H F ORTHODOX CHURCH have older elements and texts
than that of Holy Baptism. Ilyou listen carefully to the words of the prayers and
watch the actions that take place, you will have experienced a small summary of
our entire faith. Baptism is nothing less than our participation in the death and
resurrection of Christ Himself. At the same time, it reveals how the Church
understands and proclaims those most central events in history.
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The service begins with a direct confrontation with
the powers of evil. The candidate (or parents and
sponsors of an infant) is asked to renounce Satan
and all the forces of evil. Those renunciations are
made three times and culminate in actually spitting
at the devil. That dramatic action Is Immediately
followed by an act of union: Do you unite yourself
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2:lS NIV).
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Oil plays an important
role in the sacrament. Just before
being immersed, the

the temple (see Acts 18:18). For the Orthodox, this
cutting of the hair represents a first offering to God
from the newly baptized. We come into this world
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Church, this anointing

for Holy Baptism. The anointing that takes place
after baptism is itself considered a sacrament, that
of Chrismatiori, It is understood to be the sealing of
the newly baptized with the Holy Spirit, a confirmation and protection for the new life they are
entering.

In baptism.
Christ gives
Himself to us
completely.
We accept His
gift and offer
ourselves in
return. It is a

In the early Church, candidates for baptism entered

pattern that

the waters completely naked. This represented their

lasts for a

total abandonment of all earthly things as they were

lifetime.

united with Christ. To this day, infants are baptized
in such a manner. Adults are usually dressed in a
casual or simple manner. After coming out of the
waters, the candidate is often clothed in a white
garment of some sort with the reminder that those

ANCIENT FAITH
PUBLISHING
A DIvIsION 0i

Arciir.i FAirfi

MINI5iRF

who have been baptized into Christ are spiritually
clothed with Christ Himself.
The priest leads the newly baptized and their
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accompanied by the words of Scripture, "As many as
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
Alleluia!"
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With nothing: all we can offer is the hair of our head.

candidate is anointed

was often repeated during the preparation period
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